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‘History will judge 
you’: Naveen tells 
BJP MPs of Odisha

Do not conceal the 
facts and mislead 
people: Pradhan

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

STEPPING up his campaign against the amendment of  the 
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 
BJD president and leader of  Opposition Naveen Patnaik 
on Saturday made an emotional appeal to the BJP MPs 
from Odisha to oppose the move and press for the recall of  
the new legislation. In a letter addressed to the BJP MPs, 
Naveen called upon them to listen to their conscience and 
seek reversal of  the amendment which would snatch the 
powers of  the state over its mineral resources. 

“History remembers and honours those who raise their 
voice when injustice is done to their people and its resourc-
es. History will judge you not by the party you stood with 
but by whether you stood up for Odisha 
when it mattered most,” he said.

“You are standing at a historic juncture 
with a choice to stand and fight for the 
state and people who sent you to Lok Sab-
ha with a mandate to protect their inter-
ests. This law is an injustice to the chil-
dren and youth of  Odisha, whose future is 
linked to the resources and opportunities 
of  this state,” he added.

Describing August 13, the day the Bill 
was passed by the Lok Sabha, as a ‘black 
day for Odisha’, Naveen questioned their 
decision to support what he termed an ar-
bitrary legislation with far-reaching con-
sequences for the state. “The Bill was 
passed with less than 10 minutes of  dis-
cussion in the Lok Sabha, despite having 
provisions with far reaching implications 
for the people of  Odisha,” Naveen’s letter 
said.

Pointing out that Odisha accounts for 
nearly 44 per cent of  India’s mineral 
wealth, the former chief  minister said the 
state had for decades contributed its min-
eral resources to the country’s steel, pow-
er, mining and infrastructure sectors. The 
amendment could result in an estimated annual loss of  
more than `12,000 crore. But the larger issue was the ero-
sion of  the state government’s authority over minerals and 
mineral-bearing land, he argued. The BJP, on its part, hit 
back accusing the former BJD government under Naveen 
of  failing to safeguard the state’s interests during the min-
ing irregularities controversy.

BJP spokesperson Anil Biswal said the Justice MB Shah 
Commission, during Naveen’s tenure as chief  minister, 
had estimated the value of  unlawful extraction of  iron and 
manganese ore in Odisha at around `59,200 crore and rec-
ommended recovery. He accused the BJD of  political hy-
pocrisy by questioning over allegations of  political dona-
tions by companies linked to the mining controversy

“Politics should not become an exercise in opposing 
every reform simply because it comes from New Delhi or 
the BJP or the government of  India,” Biswal said.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

HOURS after BJD president Naveen Patnaik’s appeal to 
BJP MPs over the MMDR amendment Bill, Sambalpur MP 
and former Union minister Dharmendra Pradhan issued 
a stern rebuttal to his Opposition to the changes in the Act 
and accused the former chief  minister of  misleading the 
people by concealing facts.

Pradhan reiterated that the amendment was a historic 
step which would propel economic growth and infrastruc-
ture development in Odisha while protecting state reve-
nues, local industries and consumers from inflationary 
pressures. Rejecting Naveen’s accusation that Odisha will 
lose its mining revenue, he said that 90 per cent of  total 

mining sector revenue would continue to 
accrue to the state exchequer. “Odisha 
will retain auction premiums, royalty and 
district mineral foundation (DMF) fund 
collection under the revised framework,” 
he said. Pradhan credited the Narendra 
Modi government’s 2015 MMDR reforms, 
particularly mandatory e-auctions and 
the increase in ad-valorem royalty, for a 
substantial rise in the state’s mining rev-
enues. He contrasted this with the pre-
2014 period when, he alleged, mining con-
cessions were distributed through 
non-transparent mechanisms.

Defending the amendment’s provisions 
on taxation, Pradhan said imposing mul-
tiple levies on mineral-bearing land could 
have adversely affected mining and man-
ufacturing operations in districts such as 
Keonjhar, Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, An-
gul and Jajpur. Such levies would have 
increased the cost of  steel, cement, power 
and coal and eventually burdened con-
sumers. The section 9D of  the amended 
law provides a ceiling on such levies while 
protecting state revenues, he asserted.

On DMF fund, he said more than ̀ 37,000 
crore has been generated in the state since the framework 
was established in 2015 for development of  mining-affect-
ed areas. He accused the previous BJD government of  fi-
nancial irregularities in utilisation of  these funds, citing 
CAG findings on expenditure in non-affected villages and 
projects executed without approval of  gram sabhas.

Pradhan also criticised the Naveen-led BJD govern-
ment’s handling of  the Orissa Rural Infrastructure and 
Socio-Economic Development Act, 2004, alleging that de-
spite the law being struck down by the Orissa High Court 
in 2005, the matter remained pending before the Supreme 
Court for 18 years without corrective legislation.

“Our MPs voted in Parliament to support the MMDR 
Amendment Bill, 2026 in the larger interest of  the state 
and the people, especially the youth,” Pradhan said and 
urged Naveen to look beyond partisan considerations and 
support the legislation.
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People take rest on a boundary wall  of Bindusagar lake in Bhubaneswar,  

on Saturday afternoon |  DEBADATTA MALLICK

`20K monthly incentive for dentists
Bhubaneswar: The state government has announced a 
monthly incentive of `20,000 for postgraduate-qualified 
dental doctors serving under the Odisha Medical Services 
(Dental) cadre. The incentive will be effective from August 
29, 2026, the date of issuance of the notification. Health 
minister Mukesh Mahaling said the decision was aimed at 
encouraging postgraduate-qualified dental doctors to 
continue in government service and strengthening 
specialised dental care in the state’s public healthcare 
system. The notification was issued after the proposal 
received the concurrence of the Finance department.

1 held for trading scam worth over `2 cr
Bhubaneswar: The city police on Saturday arrested a man 
for allegedly cheating investors to the tune of over `2 crore 
on the promise of investing their money in trading and 
providing them higher returns. The accused Smruti Ranjan 
Behera (31) had collected the money from at least 20 
investors and assured them to provide 10 per cent of their 
invested money every month. However, he neither 
provided higher returns or refunded the principal amount 
of the depositors. Kharvel Nagar police had registered a 
case in this connection last year but Behera was 
absconding. On receiving the information about his 
presence in the city, police nabbed him on the day.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

HC pulls up senior officials over delay in complying 
with order, seeks explanation in contempt case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Cuttack

THE Orissa High Court has come 
down heavily on four senior officials 
of  state Transport and Finance depart-
ments in a contempt case over non-
compliance of  order for reinstatement 
of  a staff  at the office of  the regional 
transport officer (RTO), Chandikhole.

While hearing the contempt petition 
filed by Ganesh Chandra Patra, the 
staff  concerned, the court 
directed former principal 
secretary in the Commerce 
and Transport department 
Usha Padhee, principal sec-
retary Finance department 
Sanjeeb Kumar Mishra, 
Transport commissioner 
Amitabh Thakur and RTO, Chandik-
hole, Sisir Kumar Sahoo, to file affida-
vits explaining their conduct within a 
week. The bench made the timeline 
“peremptory and mandatory” and 
posted the matter for September 1.

The division bench comprising 
Chief  Justice Harish Tandon and Jus-

tice MS Raman expressed strong dis-
pleasure over the “dormant and le-
thargic attitude” of  senior Odisha 
government officials in complying 
with its order to reinstate Patra, warn-
ing that continued inaction in imple-
menting a court directive could itself  
amount to contempt.

“The court cannot be a mute specta-
tor and act on the tune of  the govern-
ment officials,” the bench observed 

adding, “the dormant and/or 
lethargic attitude of  the offi-
cials in ensuring the compli-
ance of  the order is also a 
contemptuous act”.

Patra had been appointed 
as a process-server (group-D) 
on a temporary/ad hoc basis 

against a vacant post in the office of  
the RTO, Chandikhole, in Jajpur dis-
trict, on January 16, 1997. His engage-
ment was terminated on December 21, 
2019, following abolition of  tempo-
rary/ad hoc posts at the RTO office.

After approaching the High Court in 
2020 seeking regularisation, Patra se-

cured relief  in litigation that culmi-
nated in a division bench order on May 
13, 2025. The court set aside his disen-
gagement and directed the authorities 
to reinstate him forthwith in the same 
position, besides extending consequen-
tial service and financial benefits le-
gally admissible to him.

The state challenged the order be-
fore the Supreme Court, but its special 
leave petition was dismissed on Janu-
ary 16, 2026. Despite this, the High 
Court noted that its directions had still 
not been duly implemented.

“The alleged contemnors are sitting 
tight over the matter and stubborn-
ness is manifested from their con-
duct,” the bench observed, expressing 
concern that every time the contempt 
matter came up, the officials sought 
more time to comply.

The court was particularly critical 
of  the manner in which the matter was 
being handled administratively. “The 
files have been created, moved and 
travelling from one desk to another, yet 
the decision is a far cry,” it said.
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