
diplomatic symbols used at the
reception, such as the flag. The
formal invitation for the event
referred to Noor as the chargé
d’affaires of the “Embassy of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan”
in India. Over the past few
months, Noor — who usually
keeps a low profile — has been
spotted at a handful of diplo-
matic receptions hosted by vari-
ous countries in New Delhi. The
upcoming reception will be his
first major public engagement,
the people said.

Noor, the first Taliban-ap-
pointed official posted in the
Indian capital since the group
took control of Afghanistan,
arrived in the country in Janu-
ary. Since then, he has interacted
with officials of the external
affairs ministry on several occa-
sions, reflecting India’s deepen-
ing engagement with the Taliban
to secure its interests in Afghani-
stan.  He earlier served as

Samay Raina 

The prime minister said that
despite the turmoil, people
rebuilt their lives from nothing,
turned adversity into achieve-
ment and contributed to the
nation’s progress.Their lives
remind everyone of the strength
of the human spirit, he said.

Rezaul H Laskar
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NEW DELHI:  Five years after
storming to power in Afghani-
stan, the Taliban regime is set to
host its first ever public recep-
tion in India next week to mark
the anniversary of its “Victory
Day”, reflecting the broadening
engagement between the two
sides. 

The “celebration and recep-
tion” on August 17 is being
hosted by Noor Ahmed Noor,
the Taliban’s chargé d’affaires at
the Afghan embassy in New
Delhi,  and the event is expected
to be attended by diplomats,
prominent members of society,
members of the Afghan diaspora
and the media. “The reception
will be like other events that
used to be hosted by the Afghan
embassy before the fall of the
Ashraf Ghani government in
August 2021. It will be different
as it is the first event being
hosted in New Delhi by the Tali-
ban,” a person familiar with the
matter said.

The Indian government is
expected to be represented at the
event, though it was not immedi-
ately clear exactly who will
attend the reception, a second
person said. The Indian side,
which like most other countries
doesn’t officially recognise the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan,
is expected to keep a close eye on

director general of the first polit-
ical department at the foreign
ministry in Kabul and was part
of the delegation that accompa-
nied Taliban foreign minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi on his visit
to India last October. It was dur-
ing Muttaqi’s visit — the first by a
senior Taliban functionary to
India — that New Delhi agreed to
allow the group to post its diplo-
mats in the Capital. Two other
Taliban officials posted to India
— Ikramuddin Kamil and Habi-
bur Rahman Aftab — currently
head the Afghan consulates in
Mumbai and Hyderabad. 

Following Muttaqi’s visit,
India decided to upgrade the sta-
tus of the “technical mission” in
Kabul to a full-fledged embassy.
At the time, the external affairs
ministry said its decision
“underscores India’s resolve to
deepen bilateral engagement”
with Afghanistan.

Since Muttaqi’s visit, three
more Taliban leaders have trav-
elled to India to discuss coopera-
tion in different areas — industry
minister Nooruddin Azizi in
November 2025, health minister
Noor Jalal Jalali in December
2025, and agriculture minister
Ataullah Omari in July this year.

India allocated ₹150 crore for
Afghanistan in budget for
2026-27. India has provided
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
and backed it during recent ten-
sions with Pakistan. 

THE AUGUST 17 
RECEPTION IS 
BEING HOSTED BY 
TALIBAN’S CHARGÉ 
D’AFFAIRES AT THE 
AFGHAN EMBASSY; 
INDIAN GOVT IS 
EXPECTED TO BE 
REPRESENTED 

‘Victory Day’: Taliban set to 
host first reception in India 

“May this day deepen our
resolve to preserve harmony and
brotherhood in our nation and
collectively work towards build-
ing a ‘Viksit Bharat’,” Modi said.

“Let us further strengthen the
national spirit of goodwill and
unity,” he said. 

'The Partition Museum'  at Dr BR Ambedkar University Campus in 
New Delhi.                                                                                                                                                                             HT PHOTO
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NEW DELHI: Five countries –
China, India, Australia, Russia,
and South Africa – account for
nearly 92% of the world’s pro-
posed coal capacity, a report by
US-based Global Energy Moni-
tor (GEM) has found, highlight-
ing the concentration of future
coal development even as
countries shift towards cleaner
energy.

China alone has 1,321 million
tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of
coal mining capacity in devel-
opment which is more than the
rest of the world combined. 

It is also more than twice
India’s 638 Mtpa proposed
capacity, according to the
report which is  based on 2025
data.

“Coal mine development
became even more concen-
trated in 2025, with just five
countries — China,India, Aus-
tralia, Russia, and South Africa
— accounting for nearly 92% of
proposed capacity (2,314 of
2,521 Mtpa), up from 89% in
2024. Development activity was
once again dominated by
China, which has 1,321 Mtpa in
development, more than all
other countries combined. 

In all,these trends highlight
that coal’s global persistence is
increasingly driven by a limited
number of countries rather
than broad-based global
demand,” the report states.

India recorded the sharpest
increase in planned coal devel-
opment in 2025, with proposed
mining capacity nearly dou-
bling to 658 Mtpa from 329
Mtpa a year earlier, the report
said. 

“If built,the projects would
commit India – a country with
no formal coal phase-out time-
line – to years of coal expan-
sion,  and would put  a
1.5°C-aligned transition away
from fossil fuels farther out of
reach,” it said.

The report, which draws on
data from the Global Coal Mine
Tracker, said proposed global
coal mining capacity increased
11% in 2025 to 2,521 Mtpa.

China had 557 Mtpa of late-
stage capacity, of which about
81%, or 450 Mtpa, consisted of
underground mines, which
generally take longer to
develop. 

India’s late-stage pipeline
was much smaller at 101 Mtpa,
but about 90% of it consisted of
surface mines.

CHINA AND INDIA 
AMONG 5 NATIONS 
LEADING WORLD’S 
TOTAL PROPOSED 
COAL CAPACITY

planned for fundraising, but
could not be organised with the
participation of persons with
disabilities because of logistical
difficulties. The respondents
have now expressed their will-
ingness to invite persons suf-
fering from SMA and provide
financial support, the court
noted.

The bench also appreciated
the “constructive conversation”
that had taken place between
the comedians and the Cure
SMA Foundation, which had
approached the court over the
content concerning persons
with disabilities.

The respondents and the
NGO had discussed the struc-
ture and material for pro-
grammes aimed at celebrating
the lives of SMA warriors. The
respondents had expressed
gratitude for the Foundation’s
guidance and were in the proc-
ess of obtaining consent from
SMA warriors for their partici-
pation, the court noted.

“We have no doubt that
respondents 6 to 10 will work
hard in their endeavour to
organise events for celebrating
the lives and increasing dignity
of SMA warriors,” it said.

The court accordingly
ordered: “Matter qua respon-
dents 6-10 is closed. Criminal
proceedings against respon-

Utkarsh Anand
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday quashed criminal
proceedings against comedian
Samay Raina and four other
comedians over insensitive
remarks concerning persons
with disabilities on the show
“India’s Got Latent”, appreciat-
ing their subsequent efforts to
organise events and raise
awareness and funds for people
suffering from spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA).

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana closed the proceedings
against Raina, Vipul Goyal, Bal-
raj Paramjeet Singh Ghai,
Sonali Thakkar alias Sonali
Aditya Desai and Nishant Jagd-
ish Tanwar.

“Once there are genuine
efforts, positive results are
bound to be there. They are
very bright youngsters. If they
have started working in posi-
tive direction, there will be pos-
itive output,” the bench said.

The court, however, kept the
broader issue arising from the
case alive, saying it would con-
sider suggestions from persons
with disabilities and issue
appropriate directions on
ensuring greater sensitivity and
safeguards in online content.

The court recorded that the
five respondents had organised
a chess tournament for persons
with disabilities from March 14
to 16 this year, which received
widespread media coverage
and generated awareness about
organisations working for per-
sons with disabilities, including
SMA. 

The event also involved
donations to organisations
working for the cause.

Four further shows had been

dents 6-10 are hereby quashed.
All other related proceedings
are set aside.”

The development marks a
significant development from
the court’s criticism of Raina
and the other comedians last
month, when it had imposed a
cost of Rs 3 lakh each for failing
to comply with an undertaking
given to the court.

On July 13, the bench had
noted that Raina had taken the
court “for a ride” after he failed
to comply with an undertaking
to make amends for the depic-
tion of persons suffering from
SMA on online shows.

“If this is not arrogance, then
we may have to change the def-
inition of this term in the
Oxford Dictionary,” the bench
had said.

The court had earlier
directed Raina and others to
show remorse and engage with
members of the SMA Cure
Foundation, including by fea-
turing them on their shows to
raise funds and awareness
about the condition.

They had subsequently told
the court that they had been
unable to contact members of
the Foundation and had
instead organised programmes
involving other specially abled
persons. The explanation had
not satisfied the court at the
time, prompting it to impose
the costs and warn of coercive
action if the amount was not
deposited.

On Friday, however, senior
advocate Aparajita Singh,
appearing for the Foundation,
told the bench that there had
since been genuine efforts to
engage with the respondents
and that discussions were
underway on the proposed pro-
grammes. “Our main prayer
was for the guidelines,” said
Singh, adding that the Founda-

tion remained receptive to fur-
ther suggestions and the proc-
ess was “a work in progress”.

The bench then said that the
court was confident that genu-
ine efforts would produce posi-
tive results. The court also
explained why it was keeping
the larger issue open despite
closing the criminal proceed-
ings against the five comedians.

The CJI said that he had
interacted with several persons
with disabilities on Thursday
and that the interaction had
been “quite a learning and eye
opener”. “Sometimes we feel
that we have a fair bit of infor-
mation but that is not the truth.
There are many things that we
learn when we meet them and
the challenges which they
face,” he added.

The court asked persons
with disabilities and the NGO
to submit their suggestions on
measures that could address
the broader concerns arising
from online content. “You are
also going to give us a lot of
recommendations. We will
wait for that also and then
some comprehensive direc-
tions can be issued,” it said.

The proceedings had arisen
in the larger controversy sur-
rounding the online show
“India’s Got Latent”, which had
earlier led the Supreme Court
to examine the need for safe-
guards governing online con-
tent and the balance between
freedom of speech and the
right of individuals and sec-
tions of society to live with dig-
nity.

The court had previously
asked Attorney General R Ven-
kataramani to assist it on the
broader question of framing
guidelines to ensure that free-
dom of speech and expression
does not infringe the right of
others to live with dignity.

SC closes criminal cases 
against Samay, 4 others

Press Trust of India 
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi remembered the vic-
tims of the 1947 Partition on Fri-
day, the eve of Independence
Day.

The Modi government has
been observing August 14 as the
‘Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day’ since 2021 in
remembrance of those who lost
their lives in riots after the coun-
try’s division and the ensuing
exodus. 

“Today we mark #Partition-
HorrorsRemembranceDay. We
recall the courage of all those
who were impacted by Partition.
It was a moment in history that
tore apart several lives - families
were uprooted, loved ones were
lost and immense suffering was
endured,” Modi said on X.

Moment in history that tore apart 
several lives: PM recalls Partition
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