
HOSPITAL FIRE | Smoke from AC unit in NICU prompts evacuation
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FPJ News Service  
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR  

An incident of fire was 
reported at Asian Hospital, 
located on Jalna Road in 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar 
on Friday. Nine patients 
admitted to the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
ward were shifted to other 
hospitals, the hospital admin-
istration said. At the time of 
the incident, nine infants were 
undergoing treatment at the 
hospital. 

On receiving the informa-
tion, Dr Shoeb Hashmi 
immediately contacted the 
fire brigade. The fire brigade 
rushed to the spot and 
brought the situation under 
control. Meanwhile, corpor-
ator Usma Abdul Quadir also 
reached the spot and partici-
pated in the rescue operation. 

Dr Shoeb Hashmi said, “I 
was informed at around 
2.10am that smoke was 
coming from an AC unit in the 
NICU ward. It was a small 
incident and no problems 

occurred. But as a precaution, 
our team evacuated the 
infants in the ward along with 
the patients in the neighbour-
ing general ward.” 

Dr Hashmi also said that 
the patients in the NICU ward 
were shifted to other hospitals 
with the consent of their 
relatives. He said, “The hospi-
tal team took immediate 
action and controlled the situ-
ation. There were no casu-
alties and no one was injured 
in the incident. The nine 
patients in the NICU were 
shifted to other hospitals with 

the consent of their relatives. 
The cleaning of the hospital 

has been completed and it is 
functioning as per its routine.” 

When contacted, the 
officer in charge at 
Jawaharnagar police station 
said, “A fire incident was 
reported at the police station. 
There were no injuries or 
casualties in the incident.” 

A major tragedy was 
averted due to the alertness of 
the doctors, hospital adminis-
tration and the fire brigade. 
All nine infants were rescued 
safely. The exact cause of the 
fire is being investigated by 
the concerned authorities. 

9 infants evacuated  
after fire at hospital 

The hospital team took 
immediate action and 
controlled the situation. 
There were no casualties 
and no one was injured in 
the incident. The nine 
patients in the NICU were 
shifted to other hospitals 
with the consent of their 
relatives 

— Dr Shoeb Hashmi

FPJ News Service  
BEED  

Three months into the mon-
soon, Beed district is staring 
at an acute drought and 
severe water scarcity after 
rains played truant through 
much of the season. August 
proved particularly grim, 
recording just 25 mm of rain-
fall over two rainy days — the 
sharpest August dry spell the 
district has witnessed in five 
years. 

The prolonged dry spell 
has depleted local reservoirs. 
The district’s 164 irrigation 
projects are currently left 
with a meagre 16.30% usable 

water stock, triggering wide-
spread concern among resi-
dents and the local adminis-
tration. 

By August 31, Beed had 
recorded barely 50.3% of its 
seasonal average rainfall. The 
deficit has already hit rural 
areas hard, with 54 private 
water tankers pressed into 
service to supply drinking 
water to more than 84,200 

residents across 20 villages 
and 25 hamlets. 

Tehsils including Georai, 
Ashti and Wadwani remain 
the worst hit, with local water 
bodies nearly dry. 

Agriculture experts warn 
that unless September brings 
robust and widespread 
showers, standing Kharif 
crops could suffer massive 
damage, while Rabi sowing 
could be severely affected. 
Alongside a looming drinking 
water crisis, district author-
ities now face the challenge of 
opening fodder camps for 
livestock and implementing 
contingency water-manage-
ment plans.  

Beed stares at drought as  
dams left with 16% water  

By August 31, Beed 
had recorded barely 
50.3% of its 
seasonal average 
rainfall  

Bus catches 
fire 
FPJ News Service  
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR  

A city bus caught fire near the 
railway station on Thursday 
morning, triggering panic 
among passengers. However, 
all 25 passengers on board 
were safely evacuated after 
smoke began billowing from 
the engine. The fire brigade 
reached the spot and brought 
the blaze under control 
within minutes. 

The incident has once 
again raised concerns over 
the maintenance of buses 
operated by the Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar Municipal 
Corporation (CSMC). 

Since the dissolution of the 
Smart City body, the bus ser-
vice has been operated by the 
CSMC Mechanical 
Department. Around 75 
buses ply various city routes 
daily, ferrying between 15,000 
and 18,000 passengers from 
5am to 11pm. On Thursday 
morning, bus MH 20-EL-1914 
arrived at the railway station 
from Bidkin. The driver and 
conductor went to the control 
room to register their arrival. 
The bus was then scheduled 
to leave for Phulambri with 
more than 25 passengers on 
board. Just as the bus was 
about to depart, smoke began 
billowing from the engine. 

PTI  
JALNA 

Two persons were arrested 
for allegedly stealing 300 
metres of BSNL's under-
ground telephone cable in 
Jalna district, a police official 
said on Thursday. 

The cable was stolen near 
Kakade petrol pump in 

Nagewadi Shivar area along 
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar 
route, he added. 

Stolen cable worth approxi-
mately ₹9 lakh , two pickup 
vehicles that were allegedly 
used in the crime, and two 
axes used to cut the cable have 
been recovered, Inspector 
Kiran Bidve said. 

"The cable theft came to 

light on August 28, after 
which BSNL authorities 
lodged a complaint with 
Chandanzira police. The 
police then got information 
that the stolen cable was 
being transported towards 
Parbhani in two pickup 
vehicles for sale. Parbhani 
police set up checkpoints in 
the area," he said.

2 held for cable theft in Jalna


