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Over 3,100 Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) schemes
and more than 360 public

services currently use Aadha-
ar-based authentication/verifi-
cation, said a statement issued
by PIB some months back. In-
terestingly, the bureaucracy
that makes the rules compel-
ling common people, often the
poorest, to struggle with Aad-
haar linking, has itself  resisted
linking Central Govt Health
Scheme (CGHS) cards to Aad-
haar despite the scheme being
90% funded with public money.
There is no annual verification
or scrutiny to weed out cards of
dead pensioners or their depen-
dents who might have become
ineligible. Aadhaar linking

“has helped state ensure targe-
ted, transparent, and leak-pro-
of  delivery while eliminating
duplicate and ineligible benefi-
ciaries” said the PIB statement
issued on March 27. However,
the bureaucrats aren’t walking
the talk when it comes to doing
the same for their own health
scheme. Two other central govt
health schemes, the Ex-Servi-
cemen Contributory Health
Scheme (ECHS) and the rail-
way health scheme, have made
it mandatory to link Aadhaar.
Govt has issued office memo-
randa making Aadhaar linking

mandatory several times star-
ting from June 2015, but has had
to withdraw it in the face of
stiff  resistance from its emplo-
yees. The last such withdrawal
happened in July 2024 when
govt was forced to keep the di-
rective to link CGHS beneficia-
ry ID with Ayushman Bharat
Health account ID (ABHA ID),
created using Aadhaar, “in abe-
yance till further orders”. The
linkage has since been made vo-
luntary for central govt emplo-
yees, though it is mandatory for
a poor woman to get Rs 300 as
daily wage under the employ-
ment guarantee scheme.

While Aadhaar has been
mandated for “welfare sche-
mes funded from the Consoli-
dated Fund of  India” including
many DBT schemes, babus ha-
ve been arguing that CGHS is a

contributory scheme and not a
DBT scheme, despite 90% of
spending on the scheme co-
ming from the Consolidated
Fund of  India. Their contribu-
tions amount to a tiny part of
the annual expenditure on the
scheme.

CGHS incidentally has a
higher per capita expenditure
when compared to ECHS and
the railway health scheme. It
would in reality be even higher
if  deceased beneficiaries and
ineligible dependents had been
weeded out. Cards of  depen-
dents including deceased pa-
rents, daughters and sisters
who might have got married or
employed or both, and of  sons
who might have got employed,
remain in the system as the va-
lidity of  such cards are for ‘life-
time’.

Linking Has Helped State Ensure Transparent, Leak-Proof Delivery

Babus push Aadhaar for rest,
resist for own health scheme
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Dehradun: As rescue agen-
cies continue searching for
people in flood-hit areas of
Nepal, animal welfare gro-
ups are running a parallel
operation to rescue stran-
ded animals, provide medi-
cal aid, and safely dispose of
carcasses to prevent health
risks.

TFC (Thanks For Ca-
ring) Nepal, Pawdessy Ne-
pal, and Karmayog Founda-
tion are among the organisa-
tions involved in the effort.

TFC Nepal, whose volun-
teers include people from In-
dia, Germany, and several
other countries, has so far
rescued around 15 dogs. So-
me were found stranded on
balconies of  houses buried
under silt after their owners
died or went missing.

Tula Ram Rajbanshi, fo-
under of  TFC Nepal, told
TOI from Kathmandu that
the rescued dogs were being

given primary medical care
before being brought to
Kathmandu for better shel-
ter and treatment.

“Just like humans, the
animals who survived the
disaster are in extreme trau-
ma. They are still scared and
avoid going near people. But
they are injured and need
medical care. Our volunte-
ers are somehow managing
to rescue them and provide
the required treatment in
these challenging times,”
Rajbanshi said.

He said a team of  around
12 volunteers left for flood-af-
fected Rasuwa and nearby
areas on Saturday to locate

and bury animal carcasses.
The team had collected es-
sential material, including
PPE kits, on Friday.

“Just like decomposing
human bodies, the carcasses
could pose a health risk to
survivors. We will locate
them and ensure they are
properly buried,” Rajbanshi
said.

Meanwhile, Karmayog
Foundation, which has been
involved in relief  work in
flood-hit areas for the past
few days, is arranging food
for animals, said Saurav Ri-
mal of  the organisation.

Rimal said caring for ani-
mals was particularly im-
portant in Nepal, where
dogs are revered during Ku-
kur Tihar, a festival dedica-
ted to them.

“In our culture, we have
deep respect for animals.
Hence, it is our duty to stand
by them in this hour of  need
without discrimination,” he
said.

Many foreign nationals join 
Nepal’s animal rescue efforts
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Lucknow: For 10-year-old Al-
faz Sheikh, the little piggy bank
he carried to the Kushinagar
district magistrate’s office on
Thursday held much more
than coins and currency notes.
It had a dream — carefully sa-
ved over months in one- and
two-rupee coins and `̀10, `̀50
and ̀̀ 100 denomination curren-
cy notes. 

But images of  devastation
in Nepal made him rethink
what those savings meant. In-
stead of  spending his savings
on objects that children of  his
age crave for, the Class V stu-
dent decided to give it to people

struggling for food, shelter and
safety after the disaster in the
neighbouring country. 

A resident of  Betia village
in Kushinagar, Alfaz, son of  bu-
sinessman Imran Ali Siddiqui,
reached the office of  district

magistrate Mahendra Singh
Tanwar with his father and
handed over his piggy bank. He
also submitted an application
requesting the administration
to ensure his savings reach tho-
se affected in Nepal.

10-year-old UP boy offers piggy
bank to help Nepal flood victims
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Shimla: The unprecedented
devastation and loss of  lives in
the wake of  the Nepal flash flo-
ods have set off  the alarm bells
for Himachal Pradesh, with
researchers from the IIT, Man-
di, identifying nine rapidly ex-
panding glacial lakes in the
state — terming them ticking
“water bombs”. 

These lakes could pose a
serious threat to downstream
communities as rising tempe-
ratures accelerate melting of
glaciers across the Himalay-
as, IIT-Mandi researchers sa-
id. The researchers, through
analysis of  satellite imagery
and other datasets, found that
the number of  glacial lakes in
the Himalayan region has in-

creased by nearly 30 per cent over
the past decade — their size, too,
has expanded significantly. 

This raises concerns over
the possibility of  sudden glaci-
al lake outburst floods that co-
uld unleash massive volumes

of  water and debris downstre-
am, said Prof  Dericks P Shuk-
la, Founding Chairperson,
School of  Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering, IIT-Man-
di, who led the six-member re-
search team. PTI

Researchers identify 9 expanding 
glacial lakes in Himachal Pradesh

Walk–in–Interview
Notification -2026

Ethos HR Management & Projects Limited invites eligible candidates for
Walk-in-interview for the posts of Deputy Manager and Assistant Engineer
on purely Outsource basis to be deputed at TOURISM CORPORATION OF
GUJARAT LTD. (Government of Gujarat undertaking) under Destination
Management Organisation at various locations of Gujarat.
For detailed advertisement refer to our website: https://ethosindia.com/ and
www.gujarattourism.com.
Interested and eligible candidates as per the criteria given in the
advertisement are requested to remain present for Walk-in-interview
with updated CV/Resume along with all relevant documents pertaining
to education qualification and experience on 09/09/2026 at Tourism
Corporation of Gujarat Ltd, Block no.16/17, 4th floor, Udyog Bhavan Sector-
11, Gandhinagar-382011 Registration time will be from 09:30 am to 10:30
am. Registration is mandatory. Only registered candidate will be allowed to
appear in the walk-in interview & “an online interview link will also be
shared with the candidates based on their prior requirement” In case of
any query please call on -079-40056789.

ONLINE TENDERING
Project Implementation Unit, Gandhinagar (Health & Family Welfare Dept.)

TENDER NOTICE PIU - 81 (2026-27)
Online tenders for Health Care facilities Civil works of Various Districts Gujarat as below are invited by the Superintending Engineer,
Project Implementation Unit, NRHM/PIU Building 4th FLoor, Civil Hospital Campus, Gandhinagar-382012, Ph. 079-23231434,
23231393.
Sr. Name of Work Est. Cost in Tender Fee/ Approved Time Limit ID NO
No. Lacs (Rs.) EMD (Rs) Regst. Class in Months
1 Constuction of New Community Heath Center (80 AA class & 12 9115

Bed) at Tarapur, Ta-Tarapur, Dist-Anand 1766.08 Rs. 18,000/- Special Building
Rs. 17,66,100/- category-1

2 New Construction Of CHC Building Upgraded 80 AA class & 12 9064
Beded With Compound wall, Road, Electrical & 1776.56 Rs. 18,000/- Special Building
Furniture Work at Dholera Ta & Dist : Ahmedabad. Rs. 17,76,600/- category - 1
(ID No- 9064) (Budget 2023-24)

Pre Bid meeting Dtd 28-09-2026, 12.00 PM Onwards.
On Line Submission Dtd. 16-10-2026 upto 18.00 hrs.
Submission of Tender Fee, EMD & Other Origional Documents on Dtd 16-10-2026 Online (Documents Shall have to be Scanned &
put up Online. The Origional Documents shall have to be submitted within 7 Days through R.P.A.D Only )
Bid Opening of tender dtd 17-10-2026 upto 18.10 hrs. INF/1338/2026-27

Trichy: Ten days after flash
floods in Nepal left several Ta-
mil Nadu tourists untraceable,
DNA profiling of  their first-de-
gree relatives began at Thanja-
vur Medical College Hospital
on Saturday. In the first phase,
family members of  23 missing
tourists gave blood samples for
profiling. The autosomal STR
DNA profiles of  the relatives
are expected to be shared on-
line with Nepali authorities
within 3-5 days for comparison
with DNA profiles obtained
from unidentified mortal re-
mains of  the flood victims.

The profiling is being car-
ried out through the Regional
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) at Pillayarpatti near
Thanjavur. A dedicated team at
Thanjavur Medical College
Hospital is collecting blood
samples from relatives be-
tween 10am and 4pm.

DNA profiling of
kin of missing TN
tourists begins

in Thanjavur
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