
2 organisers
of Hong Kong Tiananmen vigils 
convicted in national security case 
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   12 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 32 24 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 34 25 LC
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 18 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 31 25 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 22 10 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 33 27 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 40 34 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 27 26 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min
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LONDON 

THIS year’s El Nino weather 
pattern will be the biggest in 
over a century and could make 
2027 the hottest year globally, 
Britain’s national weather 
agency predicted Friday.

An El Nino weather event 
happens when warming sea 
surface temperatures in the 
tropical eastern Pacific trigger 
worldwide changes in winds, 
atmospheric pressure and rain-
fall, as well as higher global 
temperatures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of  long-
range forecasting at the weath-
er agency, told the BBC: “We are 
expecting the biggest El Nino 
for over a century, peaking at 
something over three degrees 
— that is unheard of  in modern 
climate records.”

This means Pacific water 
would heat up more than 3C 
above the norm in the coming 
months. El Nino occurs when 
water temperatures rise at least 
0.5C above the baseline. While 
it is part of  a natural cycle, sci-
entists agree climate change in-
creases its impacts.

A record El Nino would be 
“adding to the stresses of  cli-
mate change” following a sum-
mer of  heatwaves across Eu-
rope, the Met Office said.

Temperatures in the Pacific 
region are currently running 

about 2.6C above a rolling 30-
year average, according to the 
Climate Brink dashboard based 
on data from the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

The dashboard also aggre-
gates forecasts that put El Nino 
on course to peak at a 3.9C 
anomaly this November — well 
above a 3C anomaly detected in 
2015. “We should be clear that 
this is an unprecedented event,” 
British scientist Scaife said in a 
Met Office blog. 

If  the forecast is accurate, 
then 2026 “will far exceed our 
recent experience of  El Nino 
and its worldwide climate influ-
ences”, said the physicist. “I 
have never seen an El Nino sig-
nal this intense in our fore-
casts,” he added, with even a 2C 
rise considered a “really big 
event”. AFP

El Nino set to be   
strongest in over a 
century, warns UK 
Head of forecasting at British Met Office says 
‘never seen an El Nino signal this intense’

People pass through a water mist 
machine in Bucharest, Romania |  AP

Time to end months-long war, says Iran president 
TEHRAN

IRANIAN President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said on Friday it 
was time to end the months-
long West Asia war with the 
United States because Tehran 
appeared to be in a stronger po-
sition than Washington.

Talks between the decades-
old foes remain on hold, with 
both sides in the war started by 
the US and Israel in February 
locked in a stalemate.

Tehran is keeping the key 
Strait of  Hormuz partially shut 
and Washington is persisting 
with a naval counter-blockade 
of  Iran. “It is better that we 
bring the war to an end now as 

we are in a position of  power 
and dignity,” Pezeshkian said 
in a meeting with doctors.

“The whole world acknowl-
edges our victory and empha-
sises that America has attacked 

our schools, hospitals and in-
frastructure in violation of  all 
regulations and is hated around 
the world.”

Pezeshkian also defended a 
memorandum of  understand-
ing agreed with the US in June 
aimed at ending the war, claim-
ing it did not signal a defeat for 
Tehran. “They cannot find even 
a single clause in this agree-
ment that indicates capitula-
tion. All the commitments con-
cern the other side,” he said.

His remarks come weeks af-
ter Iran’s Supreme Leader Mo-
jtaba Khamenei said he had ap-
proved the deal to end the war 
despite having “different 
views”.

Hardline lawmakers in Iran’s 
parliament have also criticised 
the government over the deal, 
accusing it of  giving conces-
sions to the US, mostly over the 
re-opening of  the strategic Hor-
muz Strait.

According to reports in US 
media, the American navy has 
been organising and protecting 
secret convoys of  tankers 
through the southern sector of  
the Strait of  Hormuz enabling 
between five and 10 million bar-
rels a day of  oil to be exported.

As Tehran claimed to be in 
the stronger position, the US 
has said it would ramp up sanc-
tions to heap pressure on Te-
hran. AFP

LAHORE

OVER 20,000 Pakistani nationals were deport-
ed from Gulf  countries, mostly from Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, in recent months due to 
security concerns and multiple reasons, amid 
the ongoing conflict between Iran and the US, 
according to official data.

According to the Narcotics Control Ministry 
data, presented before the National Assembly 
on Thursday, several Pakistanis were also re-
portedly detained or deported for filming or 
uploading videos and material relating to Ira-
nian attacks in their cities. 

The Pakistani nationals were deported be-
tween March 1 and July 13 from the Gulf  Coop-
eration Council, comprising six countries — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
and the UAE, the ministry said.

The deportations were executed due to secu-
rity concerns, overstaying, illegal entry, beg-
ging, drug-related offences, refusal of   
asylum claims and forged or improper docu-
mentation.  PTI

Gulf naations deport 
20,000 Pakistanis 

Children enjoying a water fountain at a park in Tehran, Iran on Thursday |  AP

Alamgir takes oath as Bangladesh prez
Dhaka: Veteran politician Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir was 
on Friday sworn in as Bangladesh’s President, a day after 
Parliament elected him as the head of the state for the 
next five years in the first contested poll for the post in 35 
years. Alamgir, 78, a longtime secretary general of the 
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), was 
administered the oath of office by Jatiya Sangsad 
(Parliament) Acting Speaker Kayser Kamal at the Darbar 
Hall of Bangabhaban, the official office-cum-residence of 
the head of state. PM Tarique Rahman, Opposition Leader 
Shafiqur Rahman, former Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, 
Cabinet ministers, top army brass and several other 
officials were present at the oath ceremony. PTI

E X P R E S S  R E A DThree wounded in sword 
attack at Swedish school
STOCKHOLM 

AT least three people were wounded on Friday after an at-
tacker with a sword entered a high school in central Sweden, 
a healthcare official told AFP. “Two people are seriously 
wounded,” said Jonas Cederberg, health care director in Vast-
manland county, adding that another person whose injuries 
had not yet been ascertained was on the way to hospital. 

The municipality did not specify the number of  wounded 
but said in a statement that police were still searching the 
school and that several other schools in the area had been 
locked down. A news conference was initially scheduled for 
5:00 pm but the municipality announced it was being post-
poned as “a rescue operation” in response to the incident was 
still ongoing. The motive for the attack was not immediately 
clear. 

LONDON 

A UK zoo on Friday hailed curing a cancer-stricken 
python named after Hollywood star Jodie Foster, who 
became the first snake to receive an innovative treat-
ment combining surgery and electrochemotherapy 
(ECT). Chester Zoo, in northwest England, said the 4.5 
metre reticulated python had fully recovered after first 
undergoing surgery and then receiving ECT following 
the return of  a cancerous tumour in her jawbone. Ani-
mals are increasingly being treated for cancers with 
drugs and therapies once only used on humans.

Other creatures — including a turtle and lizard — 
have had ECT treatment previously, according to case 
reports posted on medical science databases.

But Chester Zoo’s veterinary team, who worked 
alongside University of  Liverpool cancer specialists to 
adapt the pioneering treatment, believe it is a first for 
a snake. Tests confirmed a malignant tumour in her 
jaw, which was removed through surgery. But it then 
returned, prompting another surgical procedure when 
ECT was also deployed to target any remaining cancer-
ous cells.

Pioneering treatment 
saves python from cancer

TAMILNADU MINERALS LIMITED
(An Undertaking of Government of Tamil Nadu)

No.31, Kamarajar Salai, Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005. Phone No.044-28415003, 28511972

GENERAL MANAGER (FINANCE)DIPR/2646/TENDER/2026

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER WITH FORWARD BIDDING 

1 Description Sale of Indian Standard Sand Grade II &  
Grade III (as is where is condition) available at 
Ennore Factory

2 Tender No. & Date 
Tender ID

438/VAP-1/2026, Dated.21.08.2026 
2026_TNMIN_696743_1

3 Bid submission end date 21.09.2026 upto 1600 hrs.

4 Technical bid opening date 22.09.2026 at 1600 hrs.

5 Tender form Fee 
 
EMD amount

Rs.2,000/- (Rupees Two Thousand only) 
(Non refundable) 
Rs.6,62,569/- (Rupees Six lakh sixty two thousand 
five hundred and sixty nine only)

Note: For further details please visit Tamilnadu e-tendering portal  
          http://tntenders.gov.in 

GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
BARIPADA, MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BARIPADA

e-Mail ID:acemicircleb@gmail.com
“e” Procurement Notice

BID IDENTIFICATION NO- .- 03/BMIC,BPD/2026-27

1. No. of work : 01 (One)
2. Approximate Es�mated Cost : Rs 114.53 lakh
3. Period of comple�on : 11 (Eleven) Calendar Months
4. Date & �me of Availability of 

Bid Document in the portal
: Dt. 21.08.2026 to Dt. 

05.09.2026
5. Last date/Time for receipt of 

Bid in the portal
: Dt.05.09.2026 up to 

5.00 P.M
6. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt. 07.09.2026 at 11.00 AM
7. Name and Address of the 

Office invi�ng Bid
: Addi�onal Chief Engineer, 

Baripada M.I. Circle, 
Baripada

Further details can be seen from the “e” Procurement Portal 
h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd/- Addi�onal Chief Engineer,
Baripada M.I Circle, BaripadaOIPR-32001/32490/1/26-27/0003

32001/728/2627


