
2 organisers
of Hong Kong Tiananmen vigils 
convicted in national security case 
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   12 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 32 24 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 34 25 LC
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 18 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 31 25 LC
Switzerland (Bern) 22 10 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 33 27 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 40 34 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 27 26 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

SATURDAY  22�08�2026

LONDON 

THIS year’s El Nino weather 
pattern will be the biggest in 
over a century and could make 
2027 the hottest year globally, 
Britain’s national weather 
agency predicted Friday.

An El Nino weather event 
happens when warming sea 
surface temperatures in the 
tropical eastern Pacific trigger 
worldwide changes in winds, 
atmospheric pressure and rain-
fall, as well as higher global 
temperatures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of  long-
range forecasting at the weath-
er agency, told the BBC: “We are 
expecting the biggest El Nino 
for over a century, peaking at 
something over three degrees 
— that is unheard of  in modern 
climate records.”

This means Pacific water 
would heat up more than 3C 
above the norm in the coming 
months. El Nino occurs when 
water temperatures rise at least 
0.5C above the baseline. While 
it is part of  a natural cycle, sci-
entists agree climate change in-
creases its impacts.

A record El Nino would be 
“adding to the stresses of  cli-
mate change” following a sum-
mer of  heatwaves across Eu-
rope, the Met Office said.

Temperatures in the Pacific 
region are currently running 
about 2.6C above a rolling 30-
year average, according to the 
Climate Brink dashboard based 
on data from the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

“I have never seen an El Nino 
signal this intense in our fore-
casts,” Scaife added, with even 
a 2C rise considered a “really 
big event”. AFP

El Nino set to be   
strongest in over a 
century, warns UK 
Head of forecasting at British Met Office says 
‘never seen an El Nino signal this intense’

People pass through a water mist 
machine in Bucharest, Romania |  AP

LONDON 

A UK zoo on Friday hailed cur-
ing a cancer-stricken python 
named after Hollywood star 
Jodie Foster, who became the 
first snake to receive an inno-
vative treatment combining 
surgery and electrochemother-
apy (ECT).

Chester Zoo said the 4.5m re-
ticulated python had fully re-
covered after first undergoing 
surgery and then receiving 
ECT following the return of  a 

cancerous tumour. Animals are 
increasingly being treated for 
cancers with drugs and thera-
pies once only used on 
humans.

Other creatures — including 
a turtle and lizard — have had 
ECT treatment previously, ac-
cording to case reports posted 
on medical science databases.

But Chester Zoo’s veterinary 
team, who worked alongside 
University of  Liverpool cancer 
specialists to adapt the pioneer-
ing treatment, believe it is a 

first for a snake. Tests con-
firmed a malignant tumour in 
her jaw, which was removed 
through surgery. But it then re-
turned, prompting another sur-
gical procedure when ECT was 
also deployed to target any re-
maining cancerous cells. 

ECT combines the use of  
cancer drug bleomycin with a 
series of  electrical pulses di-
rectly on the tumour site which 
temporarily make cancer cells 
more permeable, allowing the 
drug to enter more effectively.

PIONEERING TREATMENT 
SAVES PYTHON FROM CANCER

Alamgir takes oath 
as Bangladesh prez
DHAKA

VETERAN politician Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir was on Friday sworn in as Bangla-
desh’s President, a day after Parliament elected 
him as the head of  the state for the next five 
years in the first contested poll for the post in 
35 years.

Alamgir, 78, a longtime secretary general of  
the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), 
was administered the oath of  office by Jatiya 
Sangsad (Parliament) Acting Speaker Kayser 
Kamal at the Darbar Hall of  Bangabhaban, the 
official office-cum-residence of  the head of  
state. 

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, Opposition 
Leader Shafiqur Rahman, former Chief  Advis-
er Muhammad Yunus, Cabinet ministers, top 
army brass and several other officials were 
present at the oath ceremony. PTI

LONDON 

A UK court ordered Prince 
Harry and six others Friday to 
pay an initial £9.5 million ($13 
million) after they lost their 
long-running privacy case 
against the publisher of  Brit-
ish tabloid the Daily Mail. 

The High Court said the 
prince and six other high-pro-

file figures, who last month lost 
their unlawful information 
gathering and privacy invasion 
claims against Associated 
Newspapers Limited, must 
make the payment in a week. 

It comes less than 48 hours af-
ter news broke that the Duke of  
Sussex will be relocating back 
to Britain with his wife Meghan 
and two children.  AFP

Court orders Harry, others to 
pay £9.5mn to Daily Mail

TAMILNADU MINERALS LIMITED
(An Undertaking of Government of Tamil Nadu)

No.31, Kamarajar Salai, Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005. Phone No.044-28415003, 28511972

GENERAL MANAGER (FINANCE)DIPR/2646/TENDER/2026

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER WITH FORWARD BIDDING 

1 Description Sale of Indian Standard Sand Grade II &  
Grade III (as is where is condition) available at 
Ennore Factory

2 Tender No. & Date 
Tender ID

438/VAP-1/2026, Dated.21.08.2026 
2026_TNMIN_696743_1

3 Bid submission end date 21.09.2026 upto 1600 hrs.

4 Technical bid opening date 22.09.2026 at 1600 hrs.

5 Tender form Fee 
 
EMD amount

Rs.2,000/- (Rupees Two Thousand only) 
(Non refundable) 
Rs.6,62,569/- (Rupees Six lakh sixty two thousand 
five hundred and sixty nine only)

Note: For further details please visit Tamilnadu e-tendering portal  
          http://tntenders.gov.in 

ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED 
OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001,Odisha
CIN: U13100OR1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in 

Short Notice
For Sale of High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC)

30001/80/2627:    The Odisha Mining Corpora�on Ltd. intends to sell various grades of 
High Carbon Ferrochrome (HCFC) produced at Ferro chrome plant, OMC Ltd. situated 
at Jajpur Road in jajpur District of Odisha through Na�onal e-auc�on. The e-auc�on 
will be conducted by MSTC Ltd. on dt.29.08.2026 from 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM.

For details, please visit the website of MSTC i.e www.mstcecommerce.com.

OIPR- 30001/30005/1/26-27/0068 Sd/- Chief General Manager (S&M)


