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S H A I N U  M O H A N @ T'Puram

KERALA is bracing for another 
spell of heavy rain over the next 
three days, with the IMD issuing 
orange alerts for several districts 
on Thursday. According to mete-
orologists, the indirect influ-
ence of  Typhoon Dolphin 
over the western Pacific 
is expected to strength-
en the southwest mon-
soon over Kerala until 
Saturday, bringing heavy 
rain to a state that has al-
ready received nearly half  of  
its normal August rainfall in the 
first five days of  the month.

Kerala recorded 226 mm of  
rainfall between August 1 and 5 
against the normal 90.6 mm — 

an excess of  149%. The IMD has 
upgraded rain alerts in several 
districts, warning of  heavy to 
very heavy rainfall over the 
next two days.

IMD Director Neetha K Gopal 
told TNIE that the impact of  the 

fresh spell could be signifi-
cant as many parts of  the 

state have already re-
ceived substantial rain-
fall over the past few 
days. "The volume of  
rainfall alone does not 

determine the impact. 
The ground is already satu-

rated, and minor landslips have 
been reported in several plac-
es," she said. Kerala is current-
ly under the influence of  multi-
ple weather systems, including 

cyclonic circulations over 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and 
the Bay of  Bengal. According 
to IMD, Typhoon Dolphin is not 
directly influencing Kerala but 
is altering the larger atmos-
pheric circulation. "Combined 
with a cyclonic circulation over 
the Bay of  Bengal, the typhoon 
is strengthening the westerly 
winds that transport moisture 
from the Arabian Sea towards 
the state, leading to enhanced 
rainfall," Neetha said. However, 
IMD does not expect another 
major widespread rainfall event 
after August 8. The strengthen-
ing El Nino continues to pose a 
challenge to the southwest mon-
soon during the latter part of  
the season.

CULTURAL HERITAGE
Dressed in their  traditional attire, Potharajulu performers lead the Bonalu 

celebrations in Secunderabad on Wednesday. The vibrant festival worships Goddess 
Mahakali  as the protector against illness |  VINAY MADAPU

KERALA UNDER TYPHOON DOLPHIN 
EFFECT, BRACES FOR MORE RAIN

State also under influence of cyclonic circulations over TN, K’taka

 `2,132cr school infra 
push, Gen Z in focus
T  M U R U G A N A N D H A M  @ Chennai

The TVK government is trans-
forming its youthful political 
momentum into policy with its 
maiden 2026-27 budget targeted 
at Gen Z. Finance Minister N 
Marie Wilson, in his revised 
budget for 2026-27, has attempt-
ed a tightrope walk to balance 
the implementation of  populist 
poll promises of  the TVK with 
fiscal prudence. 

The budget weaved con-
crete schemes covering edu-
cation, human capital, social 
infrastructure, employment 
generation, hostels, skills 
training, AI programmes, so-
cial infrastructure and anti-
drug measures with repeated 
political and philosophical 
messaging underscoring that 
the younger generation is 
both the primary beneficiary 
and the engine of  Tamil 
Nadu’s future success.

Education emerged as the 
biggest priority, with an-
nouncements including the 
‘Super Clean Super Campus’ 
programme for 10,000 govern-
ment schools, the `2,132-crore 
‘Palli Niraivu Thittam’ for in-
frastructure improvement in 
3,734 schools, establishment 
of  Perunthalaivar Kamarajar 
Schools of  Excellence and 

modern bicycles with helmets 
for nearly 5.32 lakh Class XI 
government school students 
at a cost of  `277 crore. The TN 
SPARK programme will also 
be expanded to 2,600 schools 
to help students get a grip of  
emerging technologies.

With an allocation of  `2,000 
crore to equip college students 
with digital learning tools, the 
budget proposed ‘Vetri Laptop 
Scheme’, by rebranding an ear-
lier DMK scheme. 

To address the accommoda-
tion needs of  students and 
young professionals, the gov-
ernment has announced the 
establishment of  the Tamil 
Nadu Student Housing & Infra-
structure Corporation. The 
agency will execute the ‘TN-
SUDAR’ initiative to construct 
200 Integrated Student Hostels 
with one lakh beds through a 
Public-Private Partnership 
model at an estimated cost of  
`3,200 crore.

‘LAPSES BY MGMT  
IN ENSURING 
SAFETY STEPS’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

AFTER the incident, the relatives of  the victims pro-
tested near the factory demanding adequate compen-
sation and action against the management.

Pacifying any concerns over a wider spread of  the 
chemical, a scientist told TNIE that the effect of  sul-
phur dioxide release remains only for a few minutes 
and to a limited area. The leak does not spread far and 
dissipates within a few minutes. There are no leftover 
effects either, he added.

Yadgir SP Prathvik Shankar told TNIE over phone 
that based on a complaint filed by Joint Director of  
District Industry Centre B Satishkumar, an FIR was 
registered against CIL Laboratory Manager KV 
Murthy, Human Resources Officer Madhu and site in-

charge Shivakumar. Prima 
facie, there was a lapse by the 
management in ensuring safe-
ty measures, he added.

Medical Education Minister 
Dr Sharan Prakash Patil, who 
is monitoring the drought situ-
ation in Yadgir district, visited 
the spot and interacted with of-
ficials. Patil told TNIE that he 
instructed Yadgir Deputy Com-
missioner Rahul Pandve and 
the SP to act against the CIL 
management. Steps will be 
taken to ensure compensation 

to the next of  kin of  the deceased from CIL and also 
the government, he said.

Patil said he instructed officials of  the Karnataka 
State Pollution Control Board to conduct tests in other 
factories in the industrial area to ensure that safety 
measures are in place and to submit a report to the 
government. Home Minister Priyank Kharge in a 
press note stated that he has asked officers to conduct 
an inquiry and submit a report to the government. The 
DC and SP visited the spot, he added.

The industrial area houses 27 factories, of  which 
four shut down a couple of  years ago. Those staying 
near the factory said that a similar incident took place 
a few years ago at the factory, but there were no casual-
ties at that time. They urged the authorities to conduct 
thorough tests of  all chemical factories in the indus-
trial area. North-East Range IGP Shantanu Sinha 
apart from the SP and DC visited the spot.

Kharge stated that CIL has promised to provide a 
compensation of  Rs 20 lakh to the kin of  each deceased 
and all facilities under ESIC and Factories Act.

G Kishan Reddy  @kishanreddybjp

When the youth recognize their own mistake and voluntarily apologize, 
why does Rahul Gandhi become so intolerant? Rahul Gandhi anyway 
has no inclination to learn from his mistakes
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KSRTC launches Bengaluru-Jog Falls weekend package
BENGALURU: The KSRTC has launched a weekend package tour from Bengaluru to 
Jog Falls and introduced a new non-AC sleeper bus service to Kannur in Kerala. The 
new Bengaluru-Jog Falls package tour will commence from August 8 and operate 

every Friday and Saturday using a non-AC sleeper bus. The two-day itinerary 
includes visits to Varadahalli, Varadamoola, Ikkeri, Keladi and Jog Falls. The package 

is priced at Rs 3,300 for adults and Rs 3,000 for children (6–12 years). Separately, 
KSRTC will introduce a non-AC sleeper service between Bengaluru and Kannur from 

August 7 to improve connectivity between Karnataka and Kerala. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Man held over attempted 
murder of 4-yr-old son
HYDERABAD : A four-year-old boy 
was critically injured after his 
father allegedly hurled him to the 
ground and attacked him with a 
stone near PVNR Expressway 
under the Gudimalkapur police 
station limits on Wednesday. The 
accused, Syed Salman, a labourer 
and a rowdy sheeter was was 
arrested. Eyewitnesses told police 
that Salman initially attempted 
to throw the child under a 
passing DCM vehicle. When 
people intervened, he allegedly 
tried to attack them as well. ENS

Media trial plaint by Dileep: 
Chargesheet filed
KOCHI : The Kerala government 
has informed the High Court that 
the investigation into the five FIRs 
registered over the alleged media 
trial of actor Dileep in connection 
with the 2017 actor abduction and 
sexual assault case has been 
completed, and chargesheets 
have been filed before the court.
The FIRs were registered based on 
a complaint filed by Dileep, who 
alleged that details of the trial in 
the 2017 actor abduction and 
sexual assault case were 
published in violation of the 
court’s directions. ENS

TG, Maha to talk 
Tummidihatti: Centre
HYDERABAD : Telangana CM A 
Revanth Reddy urged Union Jal 
Shakti Minister CR Patil to 
convene a meeting between the 
Telangana and Maharashtra 
governments to resolve the long-
pending issue of increasing the 
height of the proposed 
Tummidihatti barrage on the 
Pranahita river. Patil said a 
meeting would first be organised 
under the leadership of the 
Central Water Commission. He 
also assured that a meeting 
between the Irrigation ministers 
of the two states would be 
arranged subsequently. ENS

Minister Dr Sharan Prakash 
Patil  visits the spot on 
Wednesday

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

T-2381 SE / Transmission-IV Establishment of Gangaikondan 230-110 KV AIS SS

T-2382 SE / Transmission-V
Establishment of Samugarengapuram 400 kV AIS 
SS under GEC II

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing and downloading 
of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tantransco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in,  
www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app DIPR/2440/Tender/2026


