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Aqua ryots threaten crop 
holiday over rising costs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Amalapuram

THE Andhra Pradesh State 
Aqua Farmers’ Association 
has warned that aqua farmers 
across the State will observe a 
crop holiday if  the government 
fails to resolve their long-stand-
ing problems by September 30. 

The association announced 
the decision at a meeting held 
in Amalapuram of  Dr BR 
Ambedkar Konaseema 
district on Monday.

T he  State  Aqua 
Farmers’ Association 
and the Konaseema 
Aqua Farmers’ Associa-
tion jointly organised the 
meeting, titled ‘Aqua farm-
ers’ struggle for livelihood’, 
which was attended by farmers 
from several districts. Before 
the meeting, the farmers took 
out a rally from Peruru Y-Junc-
tion to the Kshatriya Marriage 
Function Hall.

Association State chairman 
G Gandhi Bhagavan Raju, who 
presided over the meeting, said 
farmers were being pushed 
into a severe financial crisis 

due to the steep rise in shrimp 
feed prices, medicines and oth-
er operational costs.

He said the association had 
resolved to observe a crop holi-
day from April to June if  the 
government failed to address 
their concerns. The decision 
was taken in view of  the rising 
cost of  feed and other inputs, 
coupled with a sharp fall in 
shrimp prices, he said.

The association demanded 
that the Centre announce 

a Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) for shrimp 
to protect farmers from 
volatile market prices. 

Bhagavan Raju said 
farmers were suffering 

heavy losses due to declining 
shrimp prices and the supply 
of  poor-quality seed.

He urged the government to 
intervene immediately to bring 
down cultivation costs and di-
rect aqua feed companies to re-
duce their prices.

The association also sought 
the early filling of  vacancies 
for Vice-Chancellor, Dean and 
other posts at Andhra Pradesh 
State Fisheries University.  P4

Vizag teenager 
races towards   
F 1 dream
N E E L I M A  E A T Y  @ Visakhapatnam

SIXTEEN-year-old Visakhapat-
nam racer Bhuvan Bonu is 
competing in the 2026 Indian 
Formula 4 Championship with 
Hyderabad Blackbirds, taking 
a step closer to his goal of  mak-
ing it to Formula 1. One of  the 
youngest racers from the Telu-
gu states, Bhuvan has already 
made his mark in national-level 
single-seater racing.

He enters F4 after securing 
multiple podium finishes in the 
JK Tyre and MRF champion-
ships, including a victory in the 
Formula LGB 1300 class. He 
won both MRF Formula 1600 
races in the opening round of  
the MRF Indian National Rac-
ing Challenge at the Madras In-
ternational Circuit in August.

For Bhuvan’s mother, Radhi-
ka Bonu, his entry into racing 
began as just an interest. When 
he was nine, Bhuvan went to a 
friend’s birthday party in Dal-
las, where he took part in a fun 
karting race at K1 Speed in Ri-
chardson, Texas.   P4

E X P R E S S  R E A D

El Niño deepens AP’s 
rain and heat woes
Vijayawada: AP’s monsoon crisis 
deepens as El Niño strengthens, 
with the State recording a 46% 
rainfall deficit. Twenty-three 
districts face deficient rain, while 
heat spikes add to water worries. 
As September is forecast to be  
hot, reservoirs and drinking-water 
supplies face stress | P3

Avoid Social Media war: NDA panel to TDP, JSP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE NDA Social Media Coor-
dination Committee has ap-
pealed to TDP Social Media 
activists and Jana Sena work-
ers to refrain from making 
abusive, insulting or provoca-
tive comments against leaders 
and supporters of  either party. 
It stressed the need to protect 
the unity of  the ruling alliance 
ahead of  the local body 
elections.

In an appeal to TDP social 
media warriors and Jana-
sainiks, the committee said 
some people were using the 
names of  Jana Sena activists 
to make objectionable remarks 
against Chief  Minister and 
TDP president N Chandrababu 

Naidu, Education Minister 
Nara Lokesh, their family 
m e m b e r s  a n d  T D P 
sympathisers.

Similarly, some individuals 
were allegedly using the TDP’s 
name to target Jana Sena lead-
ers and activists.

The committee cautioned 
activists of  both parties 
against posting social media 
content on the YSR Congress 
Party’s alleged ‘fake propagan-
da’ relating to the Mega DSC, 
government policies and ad-
ministrative issues in a man-

ner that could damage the gov-
ernment’s image.

The letter said some activ-
ists were posting content out 
of  personal anger and emotion 
while ignoring party direc-
tives. Such posts could send 
wrong signals to the public 

and provide political advan-
tage to the YSRCP, it said.

The committee called upon 
TDP and Jana Sena activists to 
avoid daily exchanges of  criti-
cism and abuse and instead fo-
cus on taking the government’s 
welfare and development pro-
grammes to the people.

“At present, we are a united 
alliance and have to work to-
gether for the upcoming local 
body elections,” the letter said, 
stressing that the focus should 
be on the common political op-
ponent, the YSRCP, rather than 
on fighting among alliance 
partners. The committee also 
referred to instances involving 
remarks against NTR by some 
Janasainiks and retaliatory 
comments against Chiranjeevi 
by some TDP workers.  P4

CM Chandrababu Naidu at the TDP Leadership Conclave on Monday |  EXPRESS

‘Strive for decisive 
win in local polls’

Vijayawada: CM Naidu asked 
TDP leaders and cadre to 
intensify grassroots work 

and secure a decisive win in 
the local body elections. He 

stressed unity among 
alliance partners and  

countering alleged 
misinformation campaign by 

YSRCP | P4

CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA ■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE ■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOGGA ■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY ■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI ■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR ■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM ■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM ■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

IN A FIRST 
NATIONAL FILM 

AWARDS IN GUJARAT
For the first time in its 72-
year history, the National 

Film Awards ceremony will 
be held outside New Delhi, 

in Kevadia in Gujarat on 
September 22 | P7

MOVING FROM CO-OPERATION TO CO-CREATION

US market open for Indian space 
startups, says Sergio Gor

P A D M I N I  D H R U V A R A J  &  B O S K Y 
K H A N N A  @  Bengaluru

US Ambassador to India Ser-
gio Gor on Monday said that 
the American market is open 
for Indian space startups as 
the two countries move to-
wards ‘co-creation’ from ‘co-
operation’ and data-sharing. 

Stressing that NASA and 
ISRO will work together on 
the Moon Base Programme, 
he said: “Make no mistake: 
we are going back to the 
Moon, and we want India by 
our side.”

Gor said the US-India space 
relationship is moving to-
wards joint technology devel-
opment, investment in start-
ups and future space missions. 
“We are no longer just shar-
ing data; we are co-designing 
instruments, co-funding star-
tups, and co-authoring the fu-
ture of  human discovery,” he 
said, referring to discussions 
between the two countries on 
expanding their civil space 
partnership. 

“The American market is 
open to you. Our investors 
are watching. Our ecosys-
tems welcome you. We are 
here to help you make 
that leap,” he said 
while speaking at 
the inaugural cere-
mony of  the Ben-
galuru Space Expo.

India’s space sec-
tor reforms have ig-
nited a commercial 
awakening. In-
novators like 
Pixxel and 
G a l a x E ye 
are redefin-

ing Earth observation. Di-
gantara is leading the way in 
space situational awareness. 
Bellatrix is propelling space 
forward. Pioneers like Sky-
root and Agnikul are build-
ing next-generation launch 
capabilities, he said.

He said the US wants to 
build a direct commercial 
corridor between American 
industry and Indian innova-
tors. “The US and India are 
working together on multiple 
sectors and at unthinkable 
working levels.”

Gor’s remarks come as In-
dia seeks to expand the role 

of  private firms in its 
space programme. The 
government opened the 
sector to greater private 
participation in 2020, 
and companies have 
since increasingly en-
tered rocket manufac-

turing, satellite 
development 

and space-
b a s e d 

services. 

Pixxel raises $100 mn
Bengaluru-based planetary-

infrastructure company Pixxel 
on Monday announced the close 

of its $100-million Series C 
funding round, marking the 

single-largest funding round 
organised by a space-

technology company in India. 
The round brings Pixxel’s total 

funding to $195 million

J A V A R I A  R A N A  @ New Delhi

THE defence ministry on Monday cleared mil-
itary hardware purchases worth `1.1 lakh 
crore for the Army, Navy and Air Force. Ap-
proximately 98% of  the procurement by value 
will come from Indian industry.

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 
headed by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
gave the Acceptance of  Necessity (AoN), or in-
principle administrative approvals, for the de-
fence acquisitions. 

For the Air Force, the DAC cleared “various 
proposals to enhance the war-fighting capabil-
ity of  fighters, transports and helicopters”. 
Sources said these include the overhaul of  40 
Su-30MKIs by Hindustan Aeronautics, twice 
the number the PSU had earlier proposed. IAF 
operates around 260 Su-30MKIs, its mainstay 
fighter fleet. The DAC had earlier cleared the 
overhaul of  Su-30 aero-engine aggregates.

The approval seeks to address a gap in the 
IAF’s long-range beyond-visual-range capabil-
ity, with Operation Sindoor underscoring the 
requirement. The overhaul covers modifica-
tions to allow the Sukhois to fire the RVV-BD, 
the export version of  Russia’s R-37M missile. 
Weighing 510 kg and carrying a 60-kg warhead, 
the missile has a range of  200 km and is de-
signed to engage AWACS aircraft, aerial refu-
ellers and other high-value airborne assets.

For the Navy, the DAC cleared the design, 
development and subsequent procurement of  
a marine gas turbine in the 24-28 MW class, 
with the ministry saying the propulsion sys-
tem “will reduce dependency on foreign ven-
dors”. India currently imports turbines for 
several frontline destroyers and frigates.

The Navy will also get Arudhra radars, 
which “will replace the existing Air Route Sur-
veillance Radars at various Naval Air Sta-
tions”. Developed by the DRDO, Arudhra is a 
four-dimensional active phased-array radar 
with an instrumented range of  400 km whichis  
able to detect a two-square-metre target at up 
to 300 km.

The Army stands to get more HAL-built ad-
vanced light helicopters, or Dhruv, to “execute 
complex missions across all terrains and op-
erational situations”. 

A `8,073 crore deal for 34 ALH Mk-III was 
signed with HAL in March 2024.

Defence ministry 
clears purchases 
worth `1.1 lakh cr
Forces to get advanced choppers, radars; 
Su-30MKI fighter jets to get major upgrade

DAC accorded 
Acceptance of 
Necessity to 
various 
acquisition 
proposals at an 
estimated cost 
of `1,10,000 cr
Defence ministry

CBRN recce 
vehicles
The Army is set to 
get Chemical 
Biological 
Radiological and 
Nuclear recce 
vehicles, high 
mobility vehicles, 
self-propelled 
mechanical mine 
layers, advanced 
light helicopters, 
and trawl tanks

Acceptance 
of Necessity
AoN is the first 
step in defence 
acquisition. The 
process involves 
tech evaluation, 
trials as well as 
negotiations. Big 
acquisitions will 
require more govt 
approvals

The Centre has directed oil marketing companies 
to revise inter-refill booking interval for domestic 
LPG consumers in rural areas to 25 days

U.S. NOW LARGEST SUPPLIER OF LPG IMPORTS
■  Owing to the West Asia situation,  LPG was the worst-hit fuel as India 

imports nearly 60% of its domestic requirement, with around 90% of 
those imports sourced from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Kuwait

■  Recently, India significantly diversified its LPG imports, with the 
United States emerging as the country’s largest supplier

MOVE FOLLOWS DIP IN REFILL BACKLOG
The earlier interval for refill booking for rural consumers was 45 days.  
Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Suresh Gopi said on 
Monday that the decision follows an improvement in LPG supply situation 
and a reduction in refill backlog. He shared a copy of the letter issued by 
Petroleum Ministry to OMCs to immediately implement the decision

LPG REFILL BOOKING GAP CUT TO 25 
DAYS FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMERS 63,810

TONNES A DAY IS INDIA’S   
DAILY LPG PRODUCTION

Owner of deadly Delhi hostel held 
from Rajasthan; 5 officials suspended
I F R A H  M U F T I  &  U D A Y A N 
K I S H O R E  @ New Delhi

A day after seven persons were 
killed when a multi-storey pay-
ing guest accommodation col-
lapsed in Satya Niketan, its al-
leged owner Hariram Gupta 
was arrested in Bhiwadi, Ra-
jasthan, on Monday. Mean-
while, the Delhi High Court or-
dered a one-week audit of  PGs 
and hostels across the city.

Gupta, the 81-year-old retired 
Indian Air Force Sergeant, was 
apprehended by Delhi Police 
teams following a case regis-
tered against him for culpable 
homicide and negligence in 
maintaining the structure and 
endangering the safety of  oth-
ers. A lookout notice had also 
been issued against Gupta.

Gupta, a long-time resident 
of  Gurugram, allegedly owns 
several properties and a hard-
ware shop. Police said the col-
lapsed property was registered 
in the name of  his 75-year-old 
wife, Urmila Gupta, while 

Gupta and their 52-year-old 
son, Mahesh Gupta, were man-
aging and running the premis-
es. Gupta reportedly had elec-
tricity connections for two 
floors of  the building in his 
name, police said. Police also 
arrested his son and his wife.

Police are now searching for 
the PG operators and the la-
bour contractor. Their roles in 
the construction and operation 
of  the premises will be exam-
i n e d  a n d  a c t i o n  t a ke n 
accordingly.

Meanwhile, the MCD sus-
pended five officials of  its 
South Zone, including Deputy 
Commissioner Rakesh Kumar 
and four building department 
officials, with immediate ef-
fect, with disciplinary proceed-
ings pending against them.

PG-owner Hariram Gupta (left) with his 
son after their  arrest on Monday  |   X

SC judge shoots off 4th letter to CJI against Rajasthan HC’s Justice Sharma
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE internal war in higher ju-
diciary has intensified with Su-
preme Court’s Justice Sandeep 
Mehta writing his fourth con-
secutive letter to Chief  Justice 
Surya Kant against Rajasthan 
High Court’s acting Chief  Jus-
tice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma, 
levelling fresh charges of  inter-
fering in an internal judicial 
enquiry and misconducts.

Quoting CJI Surya Kant’s 
earlier remark that judges 
should not try to “hit sixes” be-
fore retirement, Justice Mehta 
in his fourth letter on August 
30 wrote in a reference, “Jus-
tice Sharma seems to be pos-
sessed of  a licence to hit sixes 
ever since he took over as Act-
ing Chief  Justice.” 

According to sources in the 
Supreme Court registry, the 
said internal judicial enquiry 
relates to allegations that a 

High Court judicial officer dis-
played indecent photographs 
of  a lady judicial officer on his 
phone. A committee was 

formed, but Justice Sharma al-
legedly interfered and leaked 
confidential proceedings. “Jus-
tice Sharma has made direct 
intervention in the enquiry 
proceedings, ham-
pering the inde-
pendence of  the 
c o m m i t t e e. . . ” 
Justice Mehta 
wrote. He alleged 

that the committee, comprising 
three female judges of  the Ra-
jasthan High Court, recorded 
the minutes and refused to pro-

ceed with the enquiry.
Justice Mehta had 

earlier also writ-
ten similar letters 
on August 2, 10 
and 17 accusing 
Justice Sharma 

of  serious misconduct and of  
“maladministration, malprac-
tices, nepotism and favourit-
ism.” Justice Sharma, however, 
termed the allegations as base-
less and proceeded on leave.

Justice Mehta said he re-
ceived several complaints on 
Sharma’s integrity. 

On August 31, the Supreme 
Court collegium had recom-
mended Justice Sanjay K 
Agrawal as Chief  Justice of  
the Rajasthan High Court.

Judicial corruption at HC
In his fourth letter dated August 
30, Justice Mehta said he has 
“material” against Justice Sharma 
regarding arbitrary rule changes, 
judicial interference and 
corruption and administrative 
breakdown at Rajasthan HC

Justice Sanjeev 
Prakash Sharma

Justice Sandeep 
Mehta

CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL
People light candles and pray during a day of mourning for those killed in the 

August 26 floods in Kathmandu, Nepal on Monday. The death toll  from the 
devastating flash floods in Nepal surged to 1,356 on Monday as more bodies were 
recovered from the affected areas. At least 4,994 people remain missing |  AP/PTI



LONDON

AN average of  just 10 merchant ves-
sels ships transited the Strait of  
Hormuz per day in the last 10 days,
the lowest since May, shipping data 
released on Monday by Kpler 
showed.

The 10-day moving average was 10 
on Sunday, down from more than 15 
on Friday and nearly 13 on 
Saturday.

“Commercial tankers are now be-
ing deliberately used as instruments 
of  reciprocal economic 
pressure, substantially 
weakening the previous 
distinction between mili-
tary confrontation and 
commercial shipping,” 
maritime intelligence firm 
Marisks  said.

The new head of  Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council on Sun-
day said Tehran plans to announce 
an “exclusion zone” outside the 
Strait of  Hormuz aimed at vessels it 
believes are attempting to transit 
the waterway.

Mohsen Rezaei’s comments to 
Iran’s state broadcaster came with 
few details, a day after the US struck 
three Iranian oil tankers in response 
to Tehran launching ballistic mis-
siles at US warships. 

Experts called the launches a dan-

gerous escalation after Iran’s previ-
ous attacks at sea targeted commer-
cial shipping.

The new zone should be announced 
in the coming days and weeks and 
“will begin from the line of  the US 
naval blockade, extend toward the 
Strait of  Hormuz, and from this side 
continue into the Persian Gulf,” Re-
zaei said. “Any ship that enters this 
area with the intention of  passing 
through the Strait of  Hormuz and is 
identified will be placed on our sanc-
tions list.”

It is not clear where Iran 
defines the location of  the 
weekslong US blockade, 
which is aimed at Iranian 
ports and keeping Tehran 
from shipping out its oil. 
The US military has said 
over 20 warships are sup-

porting the blockade, which as of  
Sunday had redirected 92 commer-
cial ships and disabled three.

The US has been introducing new 
measures to increase the economic 
pain on Iran after negotiations col-
lapsed and no end to the intermittent 
fighting appears in sight. 

Meanwhile, Iran continues to at-
tack some ships trying to transit the 
strait, which has become an impor-
tant source of  leverage for Tehran in 
the war that began February 28 with 
US and Israeli strikes.
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Hormuz traffic dips to lowest 
since May after USA strikes
US has been introducing new measures to increase the economic pain on Iran

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL on Monday threatened a 
“full-scale war” against the Pales-
tinian Authority if  it prepared  
an attack against Israeli forces or 
settlements similar to the one 
launched by Hamas from Gaza on 
October 7, 2023. 

The unusual warning, denounced 
by Palestinian authorities as an at-
tempt to fuel the conflict during the 
Israeli election season, comes as 
violence surges in the occupied 
territory.

The remarks from Defence Min-
ister Israel Katz followed a stabbing 
attack that wounded an Israeli set-
tler in the northern West Bank, 
with the military saying it had shot 
and killed the Palestinian assail-
ant. Israel has occupied the West 
Bank since 1967. 

Recent months have seen soaring 
attacks by Israeli settlers against 
Palestinians, often with little or no 
legal consequence. 

“If... the Palestinian Authority’s 
security mechanisms and related 
bodies initiate, or we know  
with certainty that they are about 
to initiate, a terror attack in the 
style of  October 7 against IDF forc-
es and Jewish settlements — Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  
and I have instructed the IDF to pre-
pare for the opening of  a full-scale 
war,” Defence Minister Israel  
Katz said.

Katz added in a statement from 
his office that the military cam-
paign would target the “senior lead-
ership and mechanisms” of  the Pal-
estinian Authority, which is based 
in the West Bank city of  Ramallah, 
as well as “all terror infrastruc-
ture” in the territory.  AFP

Israel warns of 
Gaza-scale war  
in West Bank as 
violence surges

Vessels transit the Hormuz Strait off the coast of Iran’s southern port city |  AFP

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
E-mail ID: cebuildings_orissa@yahoo.co.in, 

cebuildings@rediffmail.com, Tel. -(0674)- 2391523

File No-B-l-Sports-06/2025 Lr. No.-32745 Bhubaneswar, the 3rd Sept., 2026

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Bid Iden�fica�on No. CE-Bldg-II-32/2026-27

1. The Chief Engineer, Buildings-ll, Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of Governor of Odisha, invites 
percentage rate bids in double cover system in ONLINE MODE only, for the works, (1)“Construc-
tion of Govt. College of Nursing (G+1) and Hostel Building (G+3) at Balukhanda, Dist.-Puri”, 
(2)“Construction of Govt. College of Nursing (G+1) and Hostel Building (G+3) at Champaguda, 
Dist.-Koraput” & (3)“Construction of Block Level Stadium in Bangomunda Block (with Indoor 
Hall) under Bolangir District" as detailed below.

2 Nature of work : Building Work
3 No of work : 03 Nos.
4 Bid Cost. : `10,000/-
5 Class of Contractor :  ‘A’ / Special / Super
6 Availability of Bid Documents in the 

website
: From dt.11.09.2026 to 17.00 Hours of 

dt.28.09.2026.
7 Date of Opening of Bid : Dt.29.09.2026 at 11:30 AM.
8 The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the 

website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender 
can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/- Chief Engineer, Buildings-ll, OdishaOIPR-34001/34117/1/26-27/0068

34001/759/2627
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