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THe PUNJAB and Haryana
High Court has dismissed an
appealfiledbytheChandigarh
Administration against an
order directing it to pay differ-
ential salary to a teacher of a
privately managed school, ob-
servingthattheadministration
had failed to point out “any
singledifference”betweenher
case and that of similarly
placed teachers who had al-
readysecuredthebenefit from
theSupremeCourt.

AdivisionBenchofJustice
Harsimran Singh Sethi and
Justice Amarinder Singh Gre-
wal, in its order, also directed
the administration’s director
Schooleducationandtheedu-
cation Secretary to remain
present before the court on
September2.

earlier, the Single Bench
allowed the petition filed by
Sumanlataandrecognisedher
claimofpayparity.Theappeal
bytheChandigarhAdministra-
tionchallengedthisorder.

lata hadbeenworking as a
Political Science lecturer with
Vedic Girls High School since
January 2002. The school was
receiving 95 per cent grant-in-
aid from the Chandigarh Ad-
ministration up to Class 10,
whileshewasteachingClasses
11 and 12. Teachers teaching
Classes11and12werenotbeing

paid salary according to their
entitlement as there was no
grant-in-aid for thoseposts.

The high court noted that
the issue had already attained
finality before the Supreme
Court in the rajni Vali case,
where directions had been is-
sued to Chandigarh Adminis-
tration to provide aid for such
posts in privatelymanaged in-
stitutions.

The high court noted that
when it asked the Chandigarh
Administration’scounselabout
the difference between lata
andrajniValicase,thecounsel
was not “able to point out any
singledifference”.

“once,it isaconcededposi-
tion even in the appeal that
there is no difference between
the respondent No.1 (Suman
lata)... and rajni Vali who has
beengrantedthebenefitbythe
SupremeCourtofindia,except
respondent herein was not
party to the said litigation, this
court finds difficulty as to on
whataccount, the judgmentof
the single judge is being im-
pugned,” thebenchheld.

The Bench further said the
appeal had been filed “for the
sakeoflitigatingandinorderto
getadifferentviewratherthan
implementingthesettledprin-
cipleof law”.

“This shows that theChan-
digarh Administration rather
than being a welfare State is
only litigating for the sake of

litigation rather than avoiding
litigation,” theorderadded.

referring to earlier Su-
preme Court and high court
rulings, the bench reiterated
thatonceaquestionof lawhas
beensettled, itsbenefit should
be extended to similarly situ-
atedpersons insteadof forcing
each individual to approach
thecourt.

TheBench raised theques-
tion whether the appeal was
“bonafideortoharassawidow
lady”.

“This court finds that the
litigationi.e.thepresentappeal
isnotbonafideforanyvalidrea-
son but for the sake of appeal
onlywhichneedstobediscour-
agedbyimposingheavycoston
apersonwhohasdecidedtofile
anappealbeforethiscourt,”the
high court observed as it dis-
missedtheappeal.

The bench asserted that
since theappealhasbeen filed
under the affidavit of Nitish
Singla,directorofSchooledu-
cation, Chandigarh Adminis-
tration, thecost imposedupon
should be paid by him. How-
ever, the high court granted
himahearingonSeptember2.

The high court also further
directed the education Secre-
tary to remain present and ex-
plainwhyan issue that had al-
ready been decided and
attained finality was being
“raked up again by filing ap-
peals”.

HCquestionsUTadmin’sappeal
inteacher’spay-paritycase,asks
DSE,EducationSecytoexplain ExpressNewsService
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THe CyBer Crime team of
ChandigarhPolicehasarrested
two men from Noida for alleg-
edly cheating a company of
aroundrs 1.90 crore by imper-
sonating itsmanagingdirector
(Md) on WhatsApp and using
hisdisplaypicture.

According to thepolice, the
fraudster sent amessage to the
company’saccountsofficer,im-
personating the Md, and told
himthathewasbusyinameet-
ing and there was an urgent
needtotransferrs1.90croreto
adesignatedbankaccount.Act-
ingontheinstructions,theem-
ployeetransferredtheamount.

later,whentheemployeere-
ceivedanothermessageasking
him to transfermore funds, he
informed theMdafter finding
that there were insufficient
funds. Themanaging director
thenexpressedignoranceabout
the messages and said he had
not sent any such instructions,
followingwhich the company
realisedthatithadbeencheated.

The amount was found to
have been transferred to the
current account of BTo Step-
milereality Private limited in
Noida. Police said the account
had been opened by the
fraudsters using fake names
and documents by concealing
theiractual identities.

The accused arrested have
beenidentifiedasdineshBharti,
40,whohadusedthefakename
Arvind Chaudhary in the ac-

count, andKuldeep Singh, 36,
who had used the fake name
Bantu Singh in the bank ac-
count.Twomobilephoneswere
recovered from Bharti, while
one mobile phone was re-
coveredfromSingh,policesaid.

According to the police, in-
vestigationrevealedthattheac-
cusedhadusedforgedAadhaar
andPANcards, alongwith fab-
ricatedidentities, toopenbank
accounts used for fraudulent
transactions.

duringinterrogation,theac-
cused disclosed that they had
actedonacommissionbasis in
the cybercrime in association
with another person, who was

themastermind of the conspi-
racy,policesaid.

Thearrestsweremadeafter
technical and field investiga-
tion, following which a police
teamconducted raids indelhi
NCrandNoida.After comple-
tion of two days of police re-
mand, both accusedwere sent
to judicialcustody.

Further investigation is in
progress to identify and arrest
the other accused persons in-
volvedinthecase.

The casewas registered on
April 17, 2026, under Sections
319(2),318(4),336(3),338,340(2)
and61(2)oftheBharatiyaNyaya
Sanhita.

ExpressNewsService
Mohali,August22

diSTreSSed rePorTedly
overrs 36 lakh fraud, a couple
diedafterallegedlyconsuming
a toxic chemical compound at
apaying guest (PG) accommo-
dation inZirakpuronFriday.

Accordingtopolice,Gagan-
deep Kaur died at the spot,
while her husband, Hakam
Singh,wasrushedtoahospital
in critical condition. He later
succumbedduring treatment.

Gagandeep, a resident of
Sekhan in Takke Ke Patti vil-
lage of Barnala, and Hakam, a
residentofMehmadpurinBar-
nala,hadbeenlivingataPGac-
commodation in Zirakpur for
sometimeaftertheirmarriage.

Police said a purported
seven-page suicide note re-

covered fromthespot contains
allegationsagainstanagentwho
had allegedly taken money
fromthecoupleonthepromise
of sending them abroad. Ac-
cording to the note, the agent
wasHakam’s schoolmate, and
thecoupletrustedhimbecause
oftheiroldacquaintance.

The note alleges that the
agenttookrs18lakheachfrom
Gagandeep and Hakam, total-
lingrs36lakh,butneithersent
them abroad nor returned the
money. The couple was alleg-
edly under mental stress after
failing to recover theamount.

Zirakpur SHo Jasvir Singh
Toor said a seven-page suicide
note had been recovered from
the spot. “The forensic and
handwriting examination of
the note is being carried out,”
hesaid.

Toorsaidthefamiliesofthe
deceased had been informed
and police action had been
initiated based on their state-
ments. Police are examining
the allegations made in the
note, the alleged rs 36 lakh
transaction,andtheroleof the
agent.

Couple dies by suicide after
₹36-Loverseas job fraud:police

Policesaida
purportedsuicide
noterecovered

containsallegations
againstanagent
whohadallegedly
takenmoneyfrom
thecoupleonthe
promiseofsending
themabroad

Policeofficialswith the twoaccused. ExprEss

Fraudsters impersonate MD
to cheat company of₹1.9 cr
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A21-yeAr-oldllBstudentof
Chandigarh University died
afterapistolhewasholding re-
portedlywentoff,withthebullet
hitting his head, near a wine
shoponMadhyaMarginSector
17,Chandigarh,onSaturdaylate
night.

According to information
available with the police, Ajay
Gill, a resident of Firozepur
road, ludhiana, had gone to
daflo Club in Sector 26 along
with his three-four friends.
While returning, the group
stopped near a wine shop on
MadhyaMarg inSector 17.

Police said that during this
time, Gill was carrying a pistol
when it accidentally dis-
charged. The bullet struck his
head and passed through it,

causingserious injuries.
Police sources said thatGill

wasinhisSUV,whenhisfriend
went to the wine shop, and
when he returned, Gill was re-
portedly injured with a bullet
wound. Two other friends of
Gill, in another car then also
reachedthespot.

His friends immediately
shifted him to Government
Hospital, Sector 16, Chandi-
garh. However, doctors de-
claredhimbroughtdead.

Following information
about the incident, police
launchedan investigation.

Thedeceased’sfriends,who
wereaccompanyinghim,have
been detained and were being
questioned.

SHo(PoliceStationSector17)
anddSP (Central) SPS Sondhi
reached the spot after being in-
formedabouttheincident.

21-year-olddiesafterpistol
‘accidentally’goesoff
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