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Police arrested a 26-year-old man on Tuesday 
for allegedly stealing nine grams of gold and 
`50,000 in cash from his maternal aunt’s 
house in Palavanatham, near Aruppukottai 
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TN govt transfers 
14 IAS officers in 
rejig of key posts
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE Tamil Nadu government 
on Tuesday issued orders trans-
ferring and posting 14 IAS offic-
ers, including district collec-
tors and senior of ficials 
handling key departments.

According to a G.O. issued on 
Tuesday, D Mohan, managing 
director of  the Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation 
(MTC), has been trans-
ferred and posted as ad-
ditional secretary to 
the Home, Prohibition 
and Excise Depart-
ment, replacing J Anne 
Mary Swarna, who has 
o p t e d  f o r  v o l u n t a r y 
retirement.

Raja Gopal Sunkara, joint 
secretary to the government in 
the Finance department, has 
been appointed director of  
Tourism and will also function 
as managing director of  the 
Tamil Nadu Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation.

The services of  VP Jeyasee-
lan, director of  Tourism and 
managing director of  Tamil 
Nadu Tourism Development 
Corporation, are at the disposal 
of  the MTC as its managing di-

rector.In the district adminis-
tration, Perambalur collector 
Sharanya Ari has been trans-
fer red as  Virudhunag ar 
collector. 

F Abdul Razick, sub collector, 
Ponneri division, will take 
charge as Perambalur collector. 
V Nallasivan, sub collector, 
Chengalpattu Division, has 
been posted as Tirupathur col-
lector.NO Sukahputra, Virud-

hunagar collector, has 
been placed at the dis-
posal of  the Chennai 
Metropolitan Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Board as executive 

director. 
Veer Pratap Singh, com-

missioner, SIPCOT, has been 
placed at the State Industries 
Promotion Corporation of  
Tamil Nadu as executive 
director.

N Ponmani, additional com-
missioner, Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments, 
Tiruchirappalli region, has 
been posted as commissioner, 
Corporation of  Tiruchirappal-
li. A Catherine Saranya, execu-
tive director, SIPCOT, has been 
placed at the disposal of  the 
Vellore corporation as its 
commissioner.

History-sheeter 
awarded death 
penalty for rape

‘No record on 
Stalin’s arrest 
under MISA’ 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

ONE person has been sentenced 
to death by the Special Court 
for POCSO Act cases in Tirunel-
veli over the 2022 gang-rape of  
a 16-year-old girl. The court 
also awarded different jail 
terms to two others. M Chinna-
kutty (28) of  Tirunelveli, who 
was the prime accused, has 
been awarded the capital pun-
ishment. S Muneeswaran (26) 
f r o m  Vi l a t h i k u l a m  i n 
Thoothukudi district and G 
Murugesh (23) of  Tirunelveli 
were awarded 13 and 20 years 
of  imprisonment, respectively.   
Judge K Suresh Kumar, who 
had found the trio guilty on Fri-
day, pronounced the punish-
ment on Tuesday. The Judge 
ordered State government to 
pay a compensation of  ̀ 10 lakh 
to the victim.  The duo sexually 
assaulted the girl in October 
2022 and continued to threaten 
h e r  fo r  s e x u a l  f avo u r s 
thereafter.
 The crime occurred after 
Muneeswaran, who became 
close to the girl during his stay 
in Tirunelveli for work, brought 
her to a secluded location, stat-
ing that he wanted to talk to 
her. History-sheeters Chinna-
kutty and Murugesh happened 
to see the duo here and gang-
raped her, said police sources.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

CTR Nirmal Kumar also de-
fended the CM’s reference to ar-
rests during the MISA period. 
He said not everyone arrested 
during that period could be 
termed as a MISA detenu, as 
cases had also been registered 
against people involved in of-
fences including waylaying, 
theft etc. He claimed that MK 
Stalin had been arrested for 
ridiculing the 20-point pro-
gramme of  then PM Indira 
Gandhi, but there was no record 
to show that Stalin had been ar-
rested under MISA. PWD Min-
ister Aadhav Arjuna said the 
issues raised by the CM had 
been discussed several times in 
the Assembly in the past.

Revised land norms to address expansion of edu bodies amid urban land scarcity
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

SHIV Nadar University and Sai 
University, which were estab-
lished under separate Acts in 
2018, will also be covered under 
the proposed Bill. 
   The government said the 
changes were based on the rec-
ommendations of  the Centre’s 
Task Force on Compliance Re-
duction and Deregulation 

Phase II. It said the revised land 
norms take into account the 
space needed for academic 
buildings, hostels and other fa-
cilities, while also addressing 
the scarcity of  land in urban 
areas.
   While, the CPI and PMK par-
ties opposed the Bill terming it 
an attempt to commercialise 
higher education, the Associa-
tion of  University Teachers 

(AUT) urged the government to 
withdraw it. In a statement, 
AUT general secretary K 
Raja said reducing land 
and financial require-
ments could lead to the 
rapid expansion of  pri-
vate universities. He 
warned that the move 
could affect the affordabil-
ity and accessibility of  higher 
education, especially for rural 

students, first-generation learn-
ers and those from economi-

cally weaker sections. 
“We urge the govern-
ment to reconsider the 
relaxations and hold 
consultations with 
teachers, students, par-

ents and educationists 
before proceeding with the 

amendments,” Raja said.
Notably, under the previous 

DMK government, a Bill with 
similar relaxations was pro-
posed in October 2025 but was 
later rolled back in February 
this year after it invited criti-
cism from academics and teach-
ers’ organisations. 
    Academicians cited that the 
DMK’s Bill had a component of  
“Brownfield Universities” 
which allowed existing private 
and government-aided colleges 

t o  c o nve r t  i n t o  a  n ew 
university.
  “Under the Brownfield catego-
ry, government-aided colleges 
could have been converted into 
universities, putting thousands 
of  teachers’ jobs and affordable 
higher education for poor stu-
dents at risk. So, we opposed it 
tooth and nail,” said a faculty 
member of  a government-aided 
college.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Plea to relay damaged road to Derisanamcope
KANNIYAKUMARI: The poor condition of the road from Derisanamcope 
to Thellanthi in the Thovalai taluk is causing hardship to villagers living 
in and around Thelanthi. Around 500 m of the road from Thellanthi to 
Derisanamcope is badly damaged. BJP functionary M Rajini Kanath said 
the stretch has remained damaged for many years. “We staged a 
protest recently demanding its repavement. The Thovalai panchayat 
union officials had assured to relay it in a month. We would resume our 
protest if it was not done, he added. Residents said the damaged 
stretch is from the bridge over Pazhayar to Derisanamcope village. ENS

New police quarters 
remain unoccupied 
THOOTHUKUDI: A police 
quarters with 100 houses remain 
unoccupied even after being 
inaugurated six months ago due 
to delay in the allotment 
process. Tamil Nadu Police 
Housing Corpn Ltd had 
constructed the facility on the 
DSP office campus in Bryant 
Nagar. It was inaugurated by the 
then-Chief Minister MK Stalin on 
March 4. The police department 
has not yet demanded an 
application from us, said a few 
police personnel. CPM town 
secretary, MS Muthu blamed the 
issue on the delayed allotment 
process . The police higher 
officials must allot the houses to 
the eligible personnel, said 
Muthu. A police officer said the 
selection of personnel requiring 
the houses will be conducted 
based on seniority.  ENS

SL court extends judicial custody of nine TN fishermen again
RAMANTHAPURAM: A Sri 
Lankan court on Tuesday ex-
tended the judicial remand of  
nine fishermen from Ram-
eswaram until September 22, 
marking the third extension of  
their custody since their arrest 
last month. 

Following the order of  the 
magistrate of  the Mannar Dis-
trict Court, the fishermen were 
escorted back and lodged at the 
Vavuniya prison. The fisher-
men had set sail from the Ram-

e sw a r a m  f i s h i n g  j e t t y  
before being apprehended by 
the Sri Lankan Navy on the 
night of  August 12 on charges 
of  violating the International 
Maritime Boundary Line 
(IMBL) and poaching in island 
waters. 

The naval personnel handed 
them over to the Fisheries De-
partment officials in Mannar 
who subsequently produced 
them before the District Court 
which ordered them to be re-

manded in judicial custody.
Fishermen association in 

Rameshwaram had earlier 
urged the union government to 
take immediate action towards 
releasing the arrested fisher-
men from Sri Lankan prison. It 
had announced to stage indefi-
nite strike from August 31 
pressing the demand but it was 
later withdrawn after Tamil 
Nadu fishermen welfare minis-
ter assured to take necessary 
action.  ENS

TN VESSEL WITH NINE FISHERS  
DETAINED IN LAKSHADWEEP
THOOTHUKUDI: A gillnet mechanised vessel with nine fisherman 
onboard was detained on Tuesday by the Kavaratti island marine 
police in Lakshadweep on charges of fishing in a prohibited area. 
Sources say the vessel belonging to the Tharuvaikulam fishing 
harbour set sail for fishing on September 4 from the Cochin 
fishing harbour towards Lakshadweep.  The marine police 
intercepted them when they were fishing off the Kavaratii island. 
The Thoothukudi marine police and fisheries department are 
taking efforts to repatriate the fishermen. Those onboard include 
the vessel owner, Nattar Michael. ENS

KUMARI CHRISTAVAR BENEFIT FUND LIMITED 
       (A NIDHI Company)

           111A, Joshua Street, Nagercoil - 629 001.
             Ph: 232109 / 236109 (CIN No: U65991TN1995PLCO33103)

31st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 31st Annual General  
Meeting of the members of the Fund will be held at 4.30 
P.M on 30.09.2026 at the Registered office downstairs, 
111A, Joshua Street, Nagercoil, Kanyakumari District 
629001. Detailed notice is displayed on the notice board 
at the registered office of the Company.
Nagercoil    -Sd-
03.09.2026  Chairman cum Managing Director

GVK POWER (GOINDWAL SAHIB) LIMITED
Regd. Office: Plot No.10, Palgah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabd - 500003.

Telangana, India.  CIN: U40109TG1997PLC028483
(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)

(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)
HOD - Environment, GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for Award of contract on 

site for Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for CAAQMS at GVKPGSL.
1 Tender Enquiry No.189/GATP/ENV/50007742 

“Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for CAAQMS at GVKPGSL”
at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib,  

Distt.: Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender specifications.’
For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in  

from 08/09/2026 from 17:00 Hrs onwards
Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
1113/GATP-84/26/08/09/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/14959

TRY TO LEAVE THE EARTH A BETTER PLACE 
THAN WHEN YOU ARRIVED ❯ SIDNEY SHELDON


