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HC gives TG Housing Board 8 weeks to clear GPF dues
Directs Centre to complete the division of assets and liabilities between the AP & Telangana Housing Boards under APRA at the earliest

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE High Court has directed 
the Telangana Housing Board 
to pay the pending General 
Provident Fund (GPF) dues of  
retired employees of  the erst-
while undivided AP Housing 
Board within eight weeks, ob-
serving that employees should 
not be made victims of  admin-
istrative delays relating to the 
division of  assets and liabili-
ties between the two States.

J u s t i c e  N i m m a g a d d a 
Venkateswarlu further directed 
that if  the dues were not paid 

within the stipulated period, 
the amount would carry 12% 
annual interest from the re-
spective dates of  retirement 
until the date of  payment.

The HC directed the Central 
government to complete the di-
vision of  assets and liabilities 
between the AP and Telangana 
Housing Boards at the earliest.
It held that the non-settlement 
of  disputes relating to the divi-
sion of  assets and liabilities 
could not be cited as a reason 
for withholding the retirement 
benefits of  employees.

Retirement benefits are not a 
matter of  government charity, 

generosity or benevolence, the 
Court observed. 

The HC noted that this prin-
ciple applies with greater force 
to GPF, as the amount repre-
sents regular deductions from 
an employee’s salary.

The HC noted that nearly 

`8.77 crore in GPF funds relat-
ing to employees of  the erst-
while Housing Board were un-
der the control of  the Telangana 
Housing Board. It directed the 
Board to release the GPF dues 
relating to the period prior to 
bifurcation, along with applica-
ble interest. The payments 
could be adjusted between the 
two Housing Boards during the 
division of  assets and liabili-
ties, the HC clarified.

Following the bifurcation un-
der the AP Reorganisation Act, 
2014, the erstwhile Housing 
Board was divided into the AP 
Housing Board and Telangana 

Housing Board. Several em-
ployees who had served the un-
divided Board for decades con-
tinued their service in the AP 
Housing Board after bifurca-
tion and later retired. Though 
they received GPF dues for the 
post-bifurcation period, the 
amounts deducted during their 
service in the undivided Board 
remained in accounts under 
the control of  the Telangana 
Housing Board.

The retired employees ap-
proached the High Court seek-
ing payment of  their pending 
GPF and other retirement ben-
efits. The Telangana Housing 

Board argued that the petition-
ers had worked and retired un-
der the AP Housing Board and 
that the responsibility for their 
GPF accounts could not be 
shifted to Telangana. 

The amicus curiae, Advocate 
Vadina Raviteja, submitted that 
the Telangana Housing Board 
was enjoying assets of  the erst-
while Housing Board and con-
tended that the entity enjoying 
the benefits of  the assets should 
also bear the corresponding li-
abilities. After considering the 
submissions, the HC gave the 
directive to the Telangana 
Housing Board.

Four of family 
found dead in 
Visakhapatnam
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

FOUR members of  a family 
were found dead at their resi-
dence in Chintalagraharam, 
Vizag, on Saturday. 

ACP (West) Pradeepthi said 
police received information 
around 3.30 am and reached the 
house in the morning. Police 
suspect Vinod Kumar, 35, killed 
his wife Ahalya and their two 
daughters, aged three and one-
and-a-half  years, before hang-
ing himself. 

Financial difficulties are sus-
pected to have triggered the in-
cident. Pradeepthi said Vinod 
had posted a WhatsApp status 
around 1.30 am, and police sus-
pect the incident occurred be-
tween 1.30 am and 3.30 am. She 
said police had no suspicion of  
any other person’s involvement 
and that further details would 
emerge during the investiga-
tion. Police shifted the bodies 
to King George Hospital for 
post-mortem. The investigation 
is under way.

‘Report medico-legal deaths within 21 days’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Health Department has is-
sued fresh directives mandat-
ing that all deaths resulting 
from road accidents and other 
medico-legal cases must be for-
mally reported and registered 
within 21 days. 

The decision aims to address 
long-standing delays in issuing 
death certificates to victims’ 
families caused by procedural 
lapses between law enforce-

ment and civil registration 
authorities.

Following a formal letter sent 
by the Health Secretary to the 
Director General of  Po-
lice (DGP) on August 
21, 2026, the DGP’s of-
fice issued an official 
circular on August 
25, 2026, directing all 
Police Commissioners, 
Superintendents of  Po-
lice (SPs), and Station House 
Officers (SHOs) across the state 
to strictly comply with the re-

porting norms. Under this re-
vised operational protocol, po-
lice officers are required to 
submit complete death details 

in the prescribed Form-II to 
the jurisdictional Regis-
trar of  Bir ths and 
Deaths, as mandated un-
der Section 8 of  the Reg-
istration of  Births and 

Deaths Act, 1969, the Reg-
istration of  Births and 

Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023, 
and the AP Registration of  
Births and Deaths Rules, 2025.

The guidelines establish 
clear procedures depending on 
where the fatality occurs. If  a 
person dies at the spot of  an ac-
cident, the concerned Station 
House Officer or Sub-Inspector 
of  Police must submit Form-II 
to the local Registrar having ju-
risdiction over the accident site 
within 21 days of  the incident. 

In instances where a victim 
dies during transit to a medical 
facility and is declared “brought 
dead” by hospital doctors, the 
same rule will apply.

CREDAI welcomes new 
system for OC issuance
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

CREDAI Andhra Pradesh has 
welcomed the State govern-
ment’s decision to introduce a 
uniform three-level mechanism 
for supervisory inspections 
and processing of  Occupancy 
Certificates (OCs) across urban 
local bodies and Urban De-
velopment Authorities.

CREDAI AP presi-
dent Bayana Srinivasa 
Rao said “The three-
level system is a wel-
come move as it can re-
duce unnecessary file 
movement and clarify the 
responsibilities of  Town Plan-
ning officials. It should speed 
up inspections and OC process-
ing without compromising reg-
ulatory oversight.”

Principal Secretary (Munici-
pal Administration and Urban 
Development) S Suresh Kumar 
said mechanism would be im-
plemented across Nagar Pan-

chayats, civic bodies and Urban 
Development Authorities.

The mechanism covers six 
categories of  buildings based 
on site area, ranging from plots 
up to 100 sq metres to those 
above 4,000 sq metres, exclud-
ing high-rise structures. The 
Ward Planning and Regulatory 
Secretary will function as the 

Level-1 officer across all cat-
egories, while the cadre 

and Level-2 and Level-3 
officers will depend on 
site area.

The same structure 
will apply to OC process-

ing. If  prescribed cadre 
is unavailable, next officer 

will exercise required powers.
Rao said, “A time-bound proc-

ess, he said, would help devel-
opers complete projects and en-
able homebuyers to take 
possession without avoidable 
delays. Uniform implementa-
tion across urban local bodies 
will be key to achieving the in-
tended results.”

441 children under 18 years undergo free RBSK surgeries in AP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has pro-
vided free surgeries to 441 chil-
dren under the age of  18 
through the Rashtriya Bala 
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) 
between April and August 19 
for the financial year 2026–27. 

According to details briefed 

by Health Commissioner KVN 
Chakradhar Babu to Health 
Minister Y Satya Kumar Yadav, 
the State spent `2,42,23,728 on 
these procedures. The medical 
interventions followed system-
atic screenings conducted at 
Anganwadi centres and gov-
ernment as well as government-
aided schools across the state. 

Auxiliary Nurse Midwives 

(ANMs) and Mid-Level Health 
Providers (MLHPs) conducted 
initial screenings to detect 
birth defects, diseases, deficien-
cies, and developmental delays, 
referring suspected cases to 
PHC medical officers. 

Following evaluation at 
PHCs, children requiring care 
were directed to District Early 
Intervention Centres (DEICs) 

or medical institutions. Out of  
the 441 total surgeries, 289 cas-
es were identified during 
screenings at Anganwadi cen-
tres, while 152 were detected in 
school screenings. Total 238 
surgeries were performed in 
government hospitals. 

For procedures unavailable 
in public health facilities, chil-
dren were referred to 15 empan-

elled private hospitals under 
RBSK with financial coverage 
provided via NTR Vaidya Seva 
or PM-JAY.

Health Minister Y Satya Ku-
mar Yadav stated that paedia-
tricians, medical officers, and 
social workers at DEICs offer 
dedicated counselling to par-
ents who hesitate when surgery 
is advised.

Dharmagiri Veda Vignana Peetham will conduct 
five-day Varuna Yagam, Parjanya Shanti and
Kareeri Ishti homams in Tirumala from August 
30, seeking welfare, with Vedic recitations
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