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MASS BOYCOTT OF CLASSES AT KOZ 
SCHOOL OVER RAGGING INCIDENT
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

TENSIONS flared at St Mary’s 
Higher Secondary School in 
Koodathai, near Thamarassery, 
as around 80 students, support-
ed by their parents and local 
residents, boycotted classes on 
Monday to protest against inad-
equate disciplinary action fol-
lowing a violent ragging 
incident. 

The parents intercepted the 
school bus at 9am on Monday 
and instead of  sending their 
children to the school, they 
handed the driver a signed peti-
tion detailing their grievances 
and sent the bus back. 

The boycott sparked wide-
spread public outrage across 
the area, uniting the commu-
nity in demanding uncompro-
mising penalty measures.

“Through the protest, the lo-
cal residents are putting for-
ward a strong message that vio-
lent behaviour and ragging 
must be rooted out from educa-
tional institutions completely,” 
said Rafeek O, a parent 
 p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e 
demonstration.

The dispute stems from an 
August 31 incident that began 
over an Onam celebration 
dress-code disagreement be-

tween female students. Accord-
ing to the complaint, senior fe-
male students of  Class 10 
cornered a Class 9 student, near 
the school restroom. 

A group of  Class 10 students 
had designated a specific blue 

dress code for themselves. Una-
ware of  this, a Class 9 student 
arrived at school wearing the 
same colour dress. She was al-
legedly intimidated by the sen-
iors. The student threatened to 
report it to the teachers. 

Following this, the senior 
students attacked her by drag-
ging her near the restroom, 
striking with stones and kick-
ing her. Three of  victim’s class-
mates who attempted to inter-
vene were also beaten during 
the assault. 

The physical violence left the 
victim with severe health com-
plications, requiring treatment 
at both a private hospital in 
Omassery and the Kozhikode 
Medical College Hospital. Her 
family subsequently filed an of-
ficial complaint with the Kodu-
vally police.

Following  the incident, the 
school management placed two 
female Class 10 students under 
a 15-day suspension. 

However, parents and resi-
dents of  Koodathai, Mudoor 
and Mepalli firmly rejected the 
temporary suspension as insuf-
ficient, demanding their per-
manent expulsion from the in-
stitution through the issuance 
of  transfer certificates or strict 
criminal proceedings.

Echoing the stance of  the 
community, the Omassery pan-
chayat Ward Member K K Rad-
hakrishnan emphasised that 
the protest would continue un-
til safety guarantees are 
provided. 

“The parents and residents 
of  areas including Mepalli are 
firm in their decision not to 
back down from the protest un-
til clear guarantees are given 
regarding student safety and 
strict action is taken against 
t h e  c u l p r i t s , ”  s a i d 
Radhakrishnan. 

Parents, local residents demand uncompromising penalty measures against erring students

Joint raids 
target high 
food prices 
in cinemas   
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

F O L L OW I N G  w i d e -
spread public outrage 
over inflated food and 
beverage pricing in cin-
ema multiplexes, a joint 
inspection team compris-
ing officials from the Le-
gal Metrology, Civil Sup-
plies and Food Safety 
departments carried out 
surprise raids on Mon-
day at prominent multi-
p l e x  c a f e s  a c r o s s 
Kozhikode, including the 
Blue Diamond Mall thea-
tre complex. The coordi-
nated operation was initi-
ated to address complaints 
regarding the financial 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  
moviegoers.

During the inspections, 
enforcement officers un-
covered severe pricing ir-
regularities, lack of  
standardisation and criti-
cal compliance failures. 
Vendors were found 
charging up to `100 for a 
modest 180ml cup of  tea, 
with starting prices for 
coffee fixed at `130. The 
team also identified dy-
namic pricing strategies, 
where item rates surged 
significantly during peak 
weekend days compared 
to standard weekday pric-
es. Snacks such as pop-
corn were being sold at 
rates well exceeding 
`370.

The Food Safety de-
partment issued formal 
notices to non-compliant 
establishments for failing 
to maintain required 
storage temperatures in 
storerooms, neglecting 
prescribed food safety 
guidelines for items kept 
for sale and failing to pro-
duce medical fitness  cer-
tificates for all employ-
ees. Theatre outlets have 
been directed to ensure 
free drinking water read-
ily  accessible to moviego-
ers and to prominently 
display a price board in a 
prescribed standard 
format. 

A food safety officer 
said, “For pre-packaged 
items, prices are marked 
by manufacturers and 
vendors cannot charge 
above the Maximum Re-
tail Price (MRP). For 
loose items like popcorn, 
sellers must clearly dis-
play the exact quantity 
alongside the price, and 
the supplied quantity 
must not fall below the 
stated amount.” 

Medical lapse claims: Probe on into 
woman’s death after childbirth
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

THE district medical authori-
ties have launched an in-
quiry into the death of  a 
24-year-old woman fol-
lowing childbirth at a pri-
vate hospital in Kondotty, 
after her relatives alleged 
medical negligence.

Reem Sithara, wife of  
P Muhammed Wasim of  
Mariyad, Manjeri, died at 
a private hospital in 
Kozhikode on Saturday morn-
ing. Reem gave birth to a baby 
boy at the hospital in Kondotty 

on Friday. According to the hos-
pital authorities, she developed 
excessive bleeding following 
the delivery and was advised to 

be shifted to Kozhikode 
for specialist treatment 
as her condition turned 
critical. 

She was subsequent-
ly taken to the hospital 
in Kozhikode, where 
she was given blood. 
However, her condition 

deteriorated and she 
d i e d  o n  S a t u r d ay 

morning. 
The newborn is undergoing 

treatment at the Government 

Medical College Hospital in 
Manjeri. Reem’s relatives have 
alleged that negligence on the 
part of  the Kondotty hospital 
authorities during the delivery 
contributed to her death.

Malappuram district medi-
cal officer Vinod said, “Her 
condition was reportedly criti-
cal while she was undergoing 
treatment at the hospital in 
Kondotty. She died after reach-
ing a private hospital in 
Kozhikode and undergoing 
treatment. No complaints have 
been received so far. However, 
an inquiry will be conducted,” 
he said.

Reem Sithara

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Migrant worker murders  
friend in Malappuram

Malappuram: A migrant worker was 
arrested on Monday in connection with the 

death of his friend, whose body was found 
beneath a four-storey building near 

Edavannapara in Malappuram. The arrested 
has been identified as Sunil Kiro, 38, a 

native of Jharkhand. The deceased, Prakash, 
47, was also from Jharkhand. Police suspect 
that Prakash was killed following a dispute 

between the two, who worked as daily-
wage labourers and were staying in the 

same building. During a quarrel on Saturday 
midnight, Sunil allegedly assaulted Prakash 

and repeatedly struck his head against a 
wall. Prakash became unconscious 

following which Sunil carried him to a 
window on the top floor which had no 

protective grills and threw him outside. 

IELTS–IDP Mega Event at Success Garten
Kozhikode: The IELTS provider in India-IDP and the IDP Premium 
Partner-Success Garten are jointly organising an IELTS Mega 
Event for the first time in Kerala on September 10 at the Success 
Garten campus, Thiruvambady, Kozhikode. Comprehensive IELTS 
awareness sessions, a specialised master class for test 
preparation, an orientation on the revised IELTS examination, a 
computer-based IELTS mock test for selected students, and 
personalised counselling on overseas education opportunities. 

10 booked for road blockade
Mananthavady: Police have booked 10 persons, including CPM 
district committee member P T Biju and party leaders A K 
Raishad, K V Jubair, Ajith Varghese and K Rajeevan, for allegedly 
obstructing traffic and holding a protest on a public road. The 
protest was organised by the CPM in Kaniyaram against the poor 
condition of the Kaniyaram-Pilakkavu road. 

Parents and local residents intercept a school bus during a protest on Monday 

Through the protest, the 
local residents are putting 
forward a strong message 
that violent behaviour and 

ragging must be rooted out from 
educational institutions completely,” 

Rafeek O, a parent

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Have written to Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji urging an immediate, inde-
pendent, and time-bound safety review by NHAI across all ongoing NH-66 construction stretches in Keralam. 
Commuter safety cannot be compromised during highway expansion. The review must evaluate temporary 
traffic diversions, street lighting, barricades, signage, and regulate construction/heavy vehicle parking. Urged 
the Ministry to enforce strict accountability on contractors and concessionaires to prevent further tragedies.
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