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India’s Anahat Singh bowed out of the London Squash
Classic after going down to Malaysian world No 5
Sivasangari Subramaniam 4-11, 4-11 in the women’s
quarterfinals of the PSA Gold event here.

The reigning world junior champion Anahat suffered a 4-
11, 4-11 defeat on Friday. Anahat had beaten world no 11
Neli Gilis to make the quarterfinals. The World No 20 will
next compete in the Qatar Classic from September 12 in the
build up to the Asian Games in Japan, which starts on
September 19. (PTI)

India made a commanding start to their title defence at the
AHF Junior Men’s  Asia Cup with a ruthless 14-0 victory over
Indonesia in their opening Pool A match here on Saturday.

Captain Anmol Ekka, Prabhdeep Singh and Ajeet Yadav
spearheaded the emphatic performance, scoring 12 goals
between them as the five-time champions immediately
stamped its authority on the tournament. Prabhdeep was
the most prolific scorer of the day, finding the net five times
to earn the ‘Player of the Match’ award, while skipper Anmol
contributed four goals and Yadav scored thrice for his hat-
trick. Harpal and Ashu Maurya accounted for the other two
goals. India’s attacking intent was evident from the opening
whistle as they repeatedly entered the Indonesian circle and
created scoring opportunities. Prabhdeep opened the
scoring in the fifth minute, giving India an early advantage
before Harpal doubled the lead in the eighth minute.

Indonesia struggled to cope with the pace and movement
of the Indian attack. The Indian forward line continued to
find openings in the second quarter. Anmol got his first goal
of the match in the 16th minute when the Indonesian
defence was penalised with a penalty stroke. Yadav added
another four minutes later to make it 4-0. Prabhdeep then
took centre stage, scoring in the 26th and 30th minutes to
complete his hat-trick and take India into half-time with a
commanding 6-0 lead. There was little respite for Indonesia
after the break, with India continuing to dominate
possession and territory. (PTI)

Anahat Singh’s London Squash
Classic run ends in quarters
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India women’s hockey team
coach Sjoerd Marijne believes
that an improved defence
and the continuing work on
sharpening goal-scoring skills
can do wonders for his side
in the upcoming 
Asian Games.

The women’s side had
bagged a bronze in the 2022
Asian Games, and it’s eager to
clinch a medal of a brighter
hue in this edition in Japan.
“I think one of the most
important things we have
shown is to be a unit and we
defended really well. I think
that is one of the basics of
game,” Marijne said.

“Defending well is always
possible. And the next step is
to create more opportunities.
But, yes, that is something
that we are working on,” he
added.  Marijne then dwelled
upon some details of the
route map that he had set for

the team.
“Yes, this (improving

defence) is something that
has to happen daily. Working
on defence but also on attack.
Defence is something you
do as a unit. Everybody needs
to be involved.

“And you need to have a lot
of discipline in this. And that
is something that we have
worked really hard on. What
are the key points we have to
do really well? For instance,
the left hand on the ground
and those small things can
make a big difference,” he
said. India finished fifth in the
recent Hockey World Cup
held across Belgium and the
Netherlands. But it has not
left team dispirited and, for
Marijne World Cup offered an
important learning point.

“I can tell them many times
we are really good and we
can do it. But you have to
experience it  yourself
(playing well) and that is
what happened now. They

played against the best teams
in the world.

“They have seen, okay, this
is necessary on the highest
level to do well. But they also
can see that they can
compete with all.”

But has the team picked up
its intensity after a draining
World Cup?

“Yes, after the World Cup,
the first week is about recov-
ery. It has been a very
heavy period for the girls.
We will leave for Japan on
Monday and we have a

camp there outside the loca-
tion.

“So, we will work there
more on the intensity and the
last week will be the high
intensity training to be ready
for the Asian Games,” he
noted. Skipper Salima Tete
agreed with Marijne that the
team’s attitude has changed.

“Everyone has a mindset
that we have to win every
match. So, it is a benefit for us.

After Marijne has come, our
team culture has changed a
lot. How we have to show our
body language to the other
team…we have learned all
these little things,” Tete said.

But does she feel extra
heat being the leader of the
side? “Definitely, there is
pressure and it happens to
every player, not just to the
captain. It happens to every
senior player. It happens to
every junior player. But I take
it with positivity. I will
support my team as much as
I can.” Senior player and
goalkeeper Savita Punia
echoed similar views as
Marijne that the team’s
defence has improved a lot of
late. “We are doing well in
attacking. We are working on
penalty corner taking and
defence. As a team, we did
very well in defence through
the World Cup. So, we are

continuing that now,” she
said. She cited the World
Cup match against Germany,
which India won 3-1, to
underline her argument.

“When our match with
Australia was drawn our
team was disappointed. I
think this is a good sign that
today our team is upset even
after playing a draw with
Australia. It worked as a moti-
vation in the last match we
played with Germany.

“We played a very good
attacking game. If we are
winning a match against a
tightly defending team like
Germany then it is a good
boost for the whole team for
the Asian Games,” she said.

So, as a senior player with
over 300 caps, what is her tip
to young team members to
tackle the pressure during a
prestigious event like the
Asian Games? 

Shot putter Toor targets 22m throw,
wants to raise bar like Neeraj 
India’s most accomplished shot putter Tajinderpal Singh Toor
wants to breach the long-awaited 22m barrier and set a
benchmark for the next generation much like Neeraj Chopra
has raised the bar for the country’s javelin throwers.

The 31-year-old national record holder, who has a personal
best of 21.77m, wants Indian shot putters to reach a stage
where 20m and 21m are no longer considered exceptional
distances.“It’s my aim and dream to throw 22m and create a
national record, so that the younger generation of Indian
shot putters think 21m is nothing,” Toor told PTI in an
interaction facilitated by SAI.

Chopra’s rise has had a similar impact on Indian javelin,
with his Olympic gold and 90.23m national record pushing
the benchmark higher. The likes of Rohit Yadav (87.68m),
Kishore Jena (87.54m), Sachin Yadav (86.54m) and Yashvir
Singh (85.41m) have all breached the 85m mark.

“Like Neeraj has thrown 90m, so 80m-82m is considered
nothing. Rohit has thrown 87.68m, Sachin has thrown 86m-
plus and Yashvir did a personal best at CWG. If we see, India
has some of the most javelin throwers in the world who have
thrown above 85m,” Toor said.

However, Toor feels injuries have repeatedly prevented
him from performing to his full potential.

Fenerbahce’s Guendouzi banned for two Champions
League games after heated clashes in playoff at Lyon
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Nyon (Switzerland

Matteo Guendouzi was
banned by UEFA from
Fenerbahce’s first two
Champions League games
for provocations and insults
in a heated playoff win at
Lyon in his native France.

Guendouzi, a former
player at Lyon’s great rival
Marseille, was at the heart
of incidents before and after
Fenerbahce’s 2-1 win on
Aug. 26 including a mass
brawl. The result sent the
Turkish club into the
Champions League for the
first time in 18 years.

The 27-year-old
Guendouzi will  miss
Fenerbahce hosting Roma
next Thursday and a visit to
Aston Villa on Oct. 14.

Fenerbahce forward
Mason Greenwood had a
one-game ban deferred for

one year of probation for his
involvement, UEFA said in
disciplinary verdicts
announced late Friday.

Lyon goalkeeper coach
Antonio Ferreira was
banned from three Europa
League games, with two
more games deferred, for
“serious assault.” He aimed
a leaping kick at Guendouzi
in a post-game clash near
the players’ tunnel.

The charges against

Guendouzi were violating
rules of decent conduct,
“insulting players or others
present at the match” and
provoking spectators, UEFA
said. Guendouzi was fined
50,000 euros ($58,000) and
Greenwood, who faced a
violation of decent conduct
charge, must pay 30,000
euros ($35,000).

Guendouzi raised his
middle fingers to Lyon fans
during the warmup and
after the game, and shouted
“Allez l’OM” (“Go Marseille”),
while also grabbing his
crotch in wild post-match
scenes. He later said Lyon
fans insulted his family
before and during the
game. Guendouzi and
Greenwood both joined
Fenerbahce in the offseason
as part of a big investment
by the Istanbul club which
has fallen behind city rival
Galatasaray in recent years.

‘Defence, attacking can make difference in Asian Games’

India hammers Indonesia in
AHF Junior Asia Cup opener

Indian golfer Shubhankar Sharma dropped three bogeys in
the last six holes but managed to stay on in the top-10 at
the halfway stage of the Omega European Masters.

The 30-year-old Sharma, a two-time winner on the DP
World Tour, had three birdies on either side of the Crans-sur-
Sierre Golf Club and four bogeys, three of which came on
the back nine. He carded 2-under 68. Along with his first
round 6-under 64, he is now 8-under and Tied-eighth with
two more rounds to go. India’s other player in the event,
Yuvraj Sandhu, had a superb 5-under 65, which was a 12-
shot improvement on his first round 77. But he still missed
the cut. For Sharma, every week will be crucial as he tries to
get up from 179th to inside Top-100 to earn a card for 2027.

South Africa’s Thriston Lawrence produced a stellar second
round of 63 to move two strokes clear of the field. The
defending champion, who began the day one shot off the
pace, delivered a flawless display, carding seven birdies to
reach 13 under par after 36 holes. (PTI)

Shubhankar Sharma stays in
top-10 despite late bogeys
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