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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,

P.H. CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR.
Mobile No: # -9437704019/7008499980
E-mail: sephbbsr@gmail.com

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) NO.ACECPHBBSR-02/2026-27 Dt.20.08.2026

13001/1648/2627

OIPR-13001/13039/1/26-27/0002

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal
“https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in”

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer
P.H. Circle, Bhubaneswar

01 No of the work : 01 No (One no work) Establishment Water Testing Labs at
various WTPs and in the ULBs having no WTP to ensure
good quality drinking water under State Plan SUJALA

02 Estimate cost : Rs.624.76 Lakhs

03 Period of completion : 06 (Six) Months

04 O & M Period : 01 (One) Year

05 Class of contractor
:
Agencies/Firms having experience and expertise in
Establishment of Water Testing Laboratories acceptable as
per the NABL guideline

06 Date & Time of availability of
bid document In the portal :

From 11.00 AM of Dt.29.08.2026 to
5.00 PM of 17.09.2026

07 Last date / time of receipt of
bids in the portal :

5.00 PM of17.09.2026

08 Last date & time of seeking
clarification :

5.00 PM of 05.09.2026

09 Date & Time of opening of bids : At 12.30 PM of 18.09.2026

10 Name and Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

:
Additional Chief Engineer, P.H. Circle, Bhubaneswar

Sd/- MD & CEO, GVSCCL

Ref. No: GVSCCL/Project/448(UCF-Bulk & Semi Bulk)/2026-27; Dt: 25/08/2026

GVSCCL desires to invite the tender for “Rehabilitation & Modernization of Bulk
and Semi-Bulk Water Supply System in Visakhapatnam under UCF scheme”
with an ECV of Rs.81.21 Cr. The detailed tender documents can be downloaded
from website of https://apeprocurement.gov.in/ from 27/08/2026 onwards.
The Last date for online submission of bids is 16/09/2026 upto 05:00 PM.
For more details contact : E-mail : visakhapatnamsmartcity@gvsccl.in
Mobile No: 9848308824

GREATER VISAKHAPATNAM SMART CITY
CORPORATION LIMITED (GVSCCL)

TENDER NOTICE

KanchanVasdev&
SukhbirSiwach
Chandigarh,August25

DeRASAChASaudachiefGur-
meet RamRahimSingh, serv-
ing a 20-year sentence for rap-
ingtwodisciples,walkedoutof
haryana’sSunariajailontues-
day on a 21-day furlough, trig-
geringfreshcriticismfromSikh
organisations in Punjab who
highlighted the “contrasting
treatment” for the Bandi
Singhs(Sikhprisoners)seeking
parole.this is Ram Rahim’s
third temporary release this
yearandhis 17thsincehiscon-
viction in2017.

theDerachief,listedascon-
vict number 8647/C in prison
records,walkedoutofthejailat
6.05 am andwill be staying at
theDera headquarters in Sirsa
during the furlough period.
this is the third time he is out
ofprisononatemporaryparole
thisyear.hewasgranteda40-
dayparoleinJanuaryanda30-
dayparole inMay.

the development comes
amidprotestsinPunjabbySikh
outfits demanding the release
of“BandiSinghs”,andparoleto
Jagtar Singh hawara, who is
serving a life sentence for the
assassinationofformerPunjab
chiefminister Beant Singh in
1995.

Akal takht Jathedar Giani
KuldipSinghGargajjsaidthose
convicted of heinous crimes
such as rape were being
allowedoutof jail “frequently”
as if theywere going on a “pic-
nic”, while Sikh prisonerswho
hadcompletedtheirsentences
continued to remain behind
bars. Gargajj said hawara has
not been granted parole yet to
meethisailingmother.

theQuami InsaafMorcha,
which has been protesting in
Chandigarh andMohali since

January 7, 2023, also criticised
thedevelopment.

“thecontrastingtreatment
ofRamRahimandhawarahas
left Sikhs incensed. they are
humiliatingtheSikhqaum.Ifa
qaum is humiliated, it will re-
tort,”saidMorchaconvenerPal
SinghFrance.

Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhakCommitteeexecutive
memberGurpreetSinghJhab-
bar said the development had
again highlightedwhat he de-
scribedas“twotypesoflaws”in
thecountry.

“On one side, the entire
community wants that Bandi
Singhs, who have completed
their sentences, should be re-
leased.Alsohawara shouldbe
given parole. On the other
hand, RamRahim is released

on parole/furlough for 17th
time,”hesaid.

Francesaidearlierjailman-
ual provisions linkedparole to
agricultural activities, while
furloughwas intended for cir-
cumstances such as emerg-
encies, including damage to a
prisoner’shouseduringrains.

“RamRahimgets furlough
whenever heneeds it.hedoes
not have to repair his house or
harvestcrops,”hesaid.

haryana’s current tempor-
ary-release law, however, pro-
videsforregularparoleandfur-
lough through a statutory
process and separately pro-
vides for emergency parole.
the haryana Good Conduct
Prisoners(temporaryRelease)
Act, 2022 lays down theproce-
dureinvolvingthejailsuperin-

tendent,police,districtmagis-
trateandcompetentauthority.

FrancecontrastedRamRa-
him’s repeated temporary re-
leases withhawara’s pending
request for parole tomeet his
ailingmother.

hawara, lodged in Delhi’s
Mandoli jail, was sentenced to
deathbyatrialcourtin2007for
the assassination of Beant
Singh. the Punjab and ha-
ryanahigh Court commuted
the sentence to life imprison-
ment in 2010.hawara had ap-
plied for four-week parole in
June 2025 tomeet hismother.
Aftertheapplicationremained
pending, the Punjab andha-
ryana high Court on July 6,
2026 prescribed a time-bound
procedure, directing theMan-
doli jailsuperintendenttoseek
the Chandigarh administra-
tion’scommentsandthereafter
decide theapplication.

According to France, the
matterhassincebecomeanex-
ercise in “passing the buck”,
with theMandoli authorities
referring it to theUt adminis-
trationandtheUtadministra-
tionreferring it toPunjab.

PunjabChiefMinisterBhag-
want Mann had earlier met
GovernorGulabChandKataria
andfavoured10-dayparole for
hawara. State Congress chief
Amrinder Singh RajaWarring
has also saidparolewas a legal
right of the convict, while
formerUnionministerandBJP
leader Ravneet Singh Bittu,
BeantSingh’sgrandson,hasad-
vocatedparole forhawara.

Kataria subsequently con-
veyed Punjab’s views to the
Centre. the immediate out-
comewas an offer of two-day
custody parole to hawara,
whichhedeclined,insistingon
regular parole. he had sought
28daysandobjectedtothecon-
ditionthatheremainunderpo-
liceescort.

“If he is eligible for 28 days,
why are they offering two
days?” France said. he added
that theMorchawas not seek-
ing preferential treatment for
anyone but wanted “no injus-
tice”.

GopalSinghSidhu, spokes-
personforShiromaniAkaliDal
(Amritsar), said, “today’s de-
velopmentmakes it clear that
wewill have to struggle. Only
thensomethingwillhappen.”

Those seeking
parole for Beant
Singh’s assassin

Jagtar Singh
Hawara say ‘Sikh

qaum being
humiliated’

EXPRESSspecial

AsRamRahimwalksoutagain,
Sikhgroupsask,whyparole
elusive forBandiSinghs?

policeofficersescort rapeconvictDeraSachaSaudachief
GurmeetRamRahimSingh fromSunaria jail inRohtak, Tuesday. Pti

Convicted in 2017, the many
paroles of Ram Rahim Singh

ACentralBureauof Investi-
gation(CBI)courthadinAugust
25,2017heldRamRahimguilty
on twocounts of rape and sen-
tencedhimto20yearsinprison.
Since thenhehas comeout of
thejail16times.

hefirstcameoutofprisonon
October24,2020(1-dayparole);
thenonMay21,2021(12-hourpa-
role tomeethis ailingmother);
February 7, 2022 (21-day fur-
lough); June 2022 (30-day pa-
role); October 14, 2022 (40-day
parole).hewasthenreleasedon
January21,2023(40-dayparole);
July 20, 2023 (30-day parole);
November 21, 2023 (21-day fur-
lough);January19,2024(50-day

furlough); August 13, 2024 (21-
day furlough); October 2, 2024
(20-day parole); January 28,
2025 (30-day parole); April 9,
2025(21-dayfurlough),August5,
2025(40-dayparole),January5,
2026 (40-dayparole), andMay
26,2026(30-dayparole).

Inflated bills: Punjab offers relief to customers,
issues show-cause to outsourcing company
ExpressNewsService
Chandigarh,August25

WIth COMPLAINtS of in-
flated electricity bills snowbal-
lingintoapoliticalcontroversy,
the Punjab government on
tuesdayannouncedaseriesof
measures,includingprotecting
the300-unitfreepowerbenefit
forthoseaffectedbyprovisional
billing,toprovidearelieftocon-
sumers.

thegovernmenthas issued
ashow-causenotice to theout-
sourcing company concerned
regarding the problems and
saiditwouldbepenalisedinac-
cordancewithapplicablerules.

Addressing the media on
tuesday, PowerMinister ta-
runpreet Singh Sond said, “As
many as 63,702 consumers,
who received provisional bills
duringthemeterreaders'strike
between April and July this
year, wouldnot lose their 300-
unit free electricity benefit
merely because of subsequent
reconciliationof theirbills.”

the government has also
decided that every genuine
complaintrelatingtoan“incor-
rectlyinflatedbill”wouldbere-
solvedwithin15days.thegov-
ernmenthasalsodecidedtoset
up adedicatedhelpline for bil-
lingcomplaints.Aspecialteam
of 20 PSPCL personnel has al-
readybeendeployedatthecor-
poration’sheadquarterstodeal
withsuchgrievances.

themove came after com-
plaints of unusually high elec-
tricity bills began emerging in
recentmonths, with the issue
threatening to turn into a con-
troversy for the state govern-
ment’s flagship 300-unit free
electricityscheme.

thegovernment attributed
the problems to two develop-
ments: the transition to a uni-
fiedSingleBillingSysteminJa-
nuary and themeter readers’
strike betweenApril and July,
which led to provisional bills
beingissuedbasedonprevious
averageconsumption.

Of the78 lakhconsumers in

thestate,63,702receivedprovi-
sional bills for three months
during the period affected by
themeter readers’ strike. “the
governmenthasdecidedtopro-
tect the applicable 300-unit
benefit for eligible consumers
among these cases, subject to
existingconditions,”saidSond.

he said the issue arose be-
causeprovisionalbillsweregen-
eratedbasedonprevious aver-
age consumptionwhen actual
meterreadingscouldnotbeob-
tainedduring the strike. “Once
meter readings became avail-
able, the accumulated con-
sumptionhad to be reconciled
bythebillingsystem,”headded.

the government has also
decided that such reconcili-
ation should not deprive eli-
gible consumersof thebenefit.
“thebillingproblemwascom-
poundedbyPSPCL’s transition
inJanuaryfromtheearlierSAP
andNon-SAParrangements to
aunifiedSingleBillingSystem,”
hesaid.

According to the govern-

ment, datamigrationand soft-
ware-related issues resulted in
cases where previous meter-
reading datawas not correctly
reflected in the new system,
leading to errors in consump-
tioncalculations.

SondsaidPSPCLhadimple-
mented software fixes andwas
putting additional safeguards
in place to prevent recurrence.
“Under the new system, bills
showingconsumptionsubstan-
tiallyhigherthanaconsumer’s
normalpatternwouldbeauto-
maticallyflaggedandwithheld
for verification before being
generated,”headded.

PSPCLCMDDrBasantGarg
said the corporation had al-
ready identified the affected
cases andwas reconciling pro-
visional bills with actual con-
sumption. “Consumerswill ul-
timatelybechargedonlyforthe
electricityactuallyconsumed,”
Garg said, adding that pay-
ments already made by con-
sumers would be credited to
theiraccounts.

Chandigarh:thePunjabPolice,
inajointoperationwiththeBSF,
foiledamajorcross-bordernar-
cotics smuggling bid ontues-
day,recovering44.5kgofheroin
and3kg of Ice (methampheta-
mine) inFerozepur.

the action came on a spe-
cificinputgeneratedbyCounter
IntelligenceofFerozepur.Acor-
don and search operation
(CASO)was jointly conducted
withBSF in the fieldsofVillage
GajniwalainFerozepur,leading
totherecoveryofthesmuggled
consignment,DirectorGeneral
ofPoliceGauravYadavsaid.

the consignment was air-
dropped using a drone from
acrosstheborder.

Yadavsaidfurtherinvestiga-
tionisunderwaytoestablishthe
forwardandbackwardlinkages
of the cross-border smuggling
networkandidentifyallpersons
associatedwiththecross-border
handlers.

Sharingoperational details,
InspectorGeneralofPolice(IGP)
Counter Intelligence Ashish
Choudhary said that acting on
information provided by a re-
liable source onhearing drone
movement near Indo-Pak
borderinGajniwalaarea,police
teams fromFerozepur district
immediately shared the pin-
pointedinputswiththeBSFand
jointly launchedacombingop-
erationinthearea.

"On thorough checking of
the surrounding fields, Police
andBSFteamshavesuccessfully
recovered the consignment of
heroin and Ice drug from the
areaofGajniwal,"hesaid.

the IGP said that investiga-
tions are on to ascertain the
identity of the smugglers,who
sent theconsignment,andalso
their Indian associates, who
were supposed to receive this
consignment. A case has been
registered under theNarcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stancesAct. pTi

ExpressNewsService
Ludhiana,August25

threeyouthsfromMachhiwara
of Ludhiana district left their
homes, allegedly without in-
forming their families, tomeet
their "online gaming commu-
nitypeers".

the Khanna Police traced
them to Rajasthan, and they
werebroughtbackafterfamilies
contacted the police. the trio
weredeeplyengagedinplaying
anonlinegame"FreeFire", said

KhannaPoliceontuesday.
theirsuddendisappearance

createdpanic among families.
Afterdaysoftracingtheirdigital
trail,thepolicelocatedthetrioin
Rajasthanandcoordinatedwith
theircounterpartstheretobring
theyoungstershome.

the three are aged 21-22
years. twoare college students
andoneamigrantworker.

Khanna SSPDarpanAhlu-
waliasaiditallstartedonAugust
20whenVaruntookhisfamily's
car and left for Sikarwith two

friends-UtkarshandMohit.the
trio subsequently switchedoff
theirphones.

“Our technical team ana-
lyzedtheirdigitalfootprints,in-
cludingcalldetailrecords,IMeI
information andGmail-linked
data.thepoliceeventuallyman-
aged to establish their location
inRajasthan,”saidtheSSP.

“Apolice team inRajasthan
then raided a hotel in Sikar,
wheretheywerefound,”theSSP
added.

During preliminary ques-

tioning, the youngsters re-
portedlytoldthepolicethatthey
hadlefthomebecausetheirpar-
entsrepeatedlyscoldedthemfor
playingFreeFire.

According to thepolice, the
youthswanted to travel across
the country and meet more
people they had befriended
through the game, including
haridwarandKedarnath.

Further the SSP added that
thepolicecounseledthetrioand
handed them over to their
familymembers.

Kurukshetra: A 25-year-old
truck driver fromJammuand
Kashmirwaskilledandhiscom-
panion seriously injuredafter a
tractor-trolley rammed into
their vehicle onNationalhigh-
way-44 in haryana's Kuruk-
shetra district, police said on

tuesday.
the deceased has been

identified as Jahangir Ahmad
Reshi (25), a resident of Bara-
mulla district in Jammu and
Kashmir. the injured cleaner
hasbeen identifiedasMustafa,
alsofromKashmir,policesaid.

the accident tookplace on
Sunday night near the Mar-
kanda Colony in Shahabad,
whenthetractor-trolleycollided
withthetruckcarryingironrods.

Following the collision, the
truckwent off the roadand fell
intoaditch. pTi

DeraSachaSaudachief
GurmeetRamRahimSingh

Three Ludhiana youths travel to Rajasthan to ‘meet online
gaming peers’, brought back after families contact police

ExpressNewsService
Ludhiana,August25

Atthe LudhianaMunicipal
Corporation(MC)housemeet-
ingtuesday,AamAadmiParty
(AAP) and Bharatiya Janata
Party(BJP)councillorsentered
aphysicalbrawl,withpolicein-
terveningtorestoreorder.

thebrawl brokeout during
discussion over the rules and
procedure for the election of
twocouncillormembers of the
FinanceandContractualCom-
mittee (F&CC), which is being
held on the orders of Punjab
andharyanahighCourt.

thehouse,ontuesday,had
gathered at GuruNanak Bha-
wantoinitiatetheelectionpro-
cess, when heated arguments
betweenAAPandBJPcouncil-
lors turned physical. Voting
throughasecretballothasnow
beenscheduledforAugust29.

“AsperthehighCourtdirec-
tions, the nominations have
beenstartedandthevotingwill
beheldonAugust 29,” saidMC
commissionerOjasviAlankar.

Leader of Opposition and
Congress councillor Shyam
SunderMalhotra,BJP’sGaurav-
jit Singh Gora and Congress’s
Gaurav Bhatti objected to the
process and questioned the
house’s convention if the elec-
tionwasnottobeconductedon
thespot.theOppositioncoun-
cillors thencametoblowswith
AAP counterparts led byAsh-
waniSharma.

the controversy dates to

June, when LudhianaMayor
andAAPleaderInderjitKaurdi-
rectly nominated two council-
lors-AmanBaggaKhuranaand
Yuvraj Singh Sidhu - as F&CC
members.Khurana,councillor
from Ward 94, is the son of
Madan Lal Bagga, AAP’s Lud-
hianaNorthMLA;Sidhu,coun-
cillorfromWard50,isthesonof
Atam Nagar MLA Kulwant
SinghSidhu.Botharefirst-time
councillors.

CongresscouncillorGaurav
Bhattimoved the Punjab and
haryanahighCourtagainstthe
“arbitrary appointments”, ar-
guing that under PunjabMu-
nicipalCorporationAct,thetwo
membershadtobe“elected”by
councillorsamongthemselves.
thehighCourtruledinBhatti’s
favor and ordered an election.
BothKhuranaandSidhusubse-

quently resigned from their
posts. the AAP has re-nomi-
nated Sidhu and Khurana for
theelection,whileotherparties
have fielded their own candi-
dates. Nominations can be
withdrawnbyAugust28.

Inthe95-memberLudhiana
MChouse,AAPholdsamajor-
itywith49councillors,followed
byCongresswith 24, BJPwith
18, SADwith 2 and one Inde-
pendent.

As per the high Court
orders, tuesday’smeetingwas
conductedundervideography.
theAugust 29 votingwill also
bevideographed.MayorInder-
jit Kaur said that the election
wouldbeconductedinaccord-
ance with the Municipal Act
1976,theRulesofProcedureand
Conduct of Business and the
highCourt’sdirections.

44kgheroin, 3 kg
Ice recovered in
Ferozepur: police

AAP, BJP councillors come to blows
during Ludhiana MC House meeting

During theMunicipalCorporationHousemeeting in Ludhianaon
Tuesday. GurmeetSinGh

Truck driver killed as tractor-trolley rams vehicle

Chandigarh
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¬∆Á-¬∂-«ÓÒ≈Á-¿πÈ- Á∆
≈Ù‡ÍÂ∆ ÚºÒØ ∫ ÚË≈¬∆

ÈÚ∆∫ «ÁºÒ∆, BE ¡◊√Â
(¡≥«ÓÃÂÍ≈Ò «√≥ÿ) :¬∆Á-¬∂-
«ÓÒ≈Á-¿πÈ-ÈÏ∆ Á∆ Í±Ú √ø«Ë¡≈
”Â∂ ¡≈Í‰∂ √øÁ∂Ù «Úº⁄, Ì≈Â Á∂
≈Ù‡ÍÂ∆, ÙÃ∆ÓÂ∆ ÁÃØÍÁ∆ ÓπÓ± È∂
«’‘≈ ¬∆Á-¬∂-«ÓÒ≈Á-¿πÈ-ÈÏ∆ Á∂ ÙπÌ
Óœ’∂ ”Â∂, ÓÀ∫ ¡≈Í‰∂ √≈∂ √≈Ê∆ È≈◊«’ª,
÷≈√ ’’∂ Ì≈Â ¡Â∂ «ÚÁ∂Ùª «Úº⁄ ¡≈Í‰∂
Óπ√«ÒÓ Ì≈Úª ¡Â∂ ÌÀ‰ª  ̆¡≈Í‰∆¡ª
«ÁÒØ∫ ÚË≈¬∆¡ª ¡Â∂ ÙπÌ’≈ÓÈ≈Úª «ÁøÁ∆
‘ª¢ ¬∆Á-¬∂-«ÓÒ≈Á-¿πÈ-ÈÏ∆ Á≈ «¬‘
«Â¿π‘≈ ÍÀ◊øÏ Óπ‘øÓÁ Á∆¡ª
«√º«÷¡≈Úª ˘ Ô≈Á ’È Á≈ Óœ’≈ ‘À¢

˙‰Ó Á∆ Í±Ú √ø«Ë¡≈ ”Â∂ Ì≈Â Á∂ ≈Ù‡ÍÂ∆ Á≈ √πÈ∂‘≈
ÈÚ∆∫ «ÁºÒ∆, BE ¡◊√Â (¡≥«ÓÃÂÍ≈Ò «√≥ÿ) : ̇ ‰Ó

Á∆ Í±Ú √ø«Ë¡≈ ”Â∂ ¡≈Í‰∂ √øÁ∂Ù «Úº⁄, Ì≈Â Á∂ ≈Ù‡ÍÂ∆,
ÙÃ∆ÓÂ∆ ÁÃØÍÁ∆ ÓπÓ± È∂ «’‘≈ ˙‰Ó Á∂ ÙπÌ Óœ’∂ ”Â∂, ÓÀ∫ ¡≈Í‰∂
√≈∂ √≈Ê∆ È≈◊«’ª, ÷≈√ ’’∂ ’∂Ò≈ ¡Â∂ «ÚÁ∂Ùª «Úº⁄ «‘øÁ∂
¡≈Í‰∂ Ì≈Úª ¡Â∂ ÌÀ‰ª  ̆¡≈Í‰∆¡ª «ÁÒØ∫ ÙπÌ’≈ÓÈ≈Úª
¡Â∂ ÙπÌ’≈ÓÈ≈Úª «ÁøÁ∆ ‘ª¢ «¬‘ «Â¿π‘≈ ’πÁÂ ÍÃÂ∆

Ùπ’◊π̃ ≈∆ ÍÃ◊‡ ’È ¡Â∂ ÈÚƒ ̄ √Ò Á∂ ¡≈◊ÓÈ Á≈ ‹ÙÈ
ÓÈ≈¿π‰ Á≈ Óœ’≈ ‘À¢ ˙‰Ó √≈‚∂ Á∂Ù Á∆ ¡Ó∆ √º«Ì¡≈⁄≈’
«Ú≈√Â ¡Â∂ Ì≈¬∆⁄≈∂ Á≈ ÍÃÂ∆’ ‘À¢ «¬‘ ‹ÙÈ «Ú«ÌøÈÂ≈
«Úº⁄ ¬∂’Â≈ Á∆ √≈‚∆ Ì≈ÚÈ≈  ̆‘Ø Ó˜Ï±Â ’Á≈ ‘À¢ «¬√ Óœ’∂
”Â∂ «’ÙÂ∆¡ª Á∆¡ª ÁœÛª, ÒØ’ È≈⁄ ¡Â∂ ‘Ø Ú≈«¬Â∆ ’Ò≈Úª
¡Â∂ ÷∂‚ª Á≈ «ÚÙ∂Ù Ó‘ºÂÚ ‘À¢
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