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Chennai: Chen-
nai born Grandmaster 
R.Praggnanandhaa on Fri-
day created history by be-
coming the first Indian to 
win the Grand Chess Tour 
title defeating US Grand-
master Fabiano Caruana 
in a dramatic final held at 
St.Louis, United States, 
even as Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Vijay hailed his 

fete terming it as a fitting 
recognition of his 
extraordinary tal-
ent and unwav-
ering persever-
ence.

With this ti-
tle victory, Prag-
g n a n a n d h a a 
also booked a 
spot in the next 
year’s Grand Chess Tour 

along with Caruana, and 
another American Wes-

ley So, who defeated 
who finished third 
with a 18-12 win over 
Vincent Keymer of 
Germany.

Praggnanand-
haa had a difficult 
start to the contest, 
trailing 3-9 after 

the classical games. 

Brussels: Indian 
javelin ace Neeraj Chopra 
qualified the Diamond 
League final 2026 after 
securing the last spot 
for the season-end-
ing athletics meet, 
to be held in Bel-
gium on Septem-
ber 4 and 5.

Earning 12 
points over the season, 
Neeraj Chopra secured 
his berth in the Diamond 

League final after claim-
ing the last spot in the 

six-man field, accord-
ing to olympics.com.

Dawid Wegner 
of Poland and Rio 

2016 Olympic 
champion Thom-
as Röhler of 
Germany each 
ended with 10 

points in the Diamond 
League javelin throw 
standings.

Nagpur Ninjas clinch Pro 
Govinda Season 4 c’ship

IAME Series India 
set to make history

Chennai: Marking 
a spectacular first for Indian 
Karting, the IAME Series In-
dia 2026 season finale will be 
held under flood lights at at the 
Madras International Karting 
Arena (MIKA) at Irungattu-
kottai in Sriperumbudur, about 
40 km, tomorrow, promising a 
dramatic and high octane fine 
round with the winners of each 
of the four classes will repre-
sent the country in the Asia 
Finals at Macau in Dec.

Neeraj seals last Diamond 
League final berth

Pragg scripts history, wins 
Grand Chess Tour title

Mumbai: Nagpur 
Ninjas (Aryans Govinda 
Pathak) stamped their au-
thority on the Pro Govinda 
Season 4 championship 
trophy, securing the title for 
the second consecutive year. 
The winning team was pre-
sented with a cash prize of 
Rs 75 lakh and the champi-
onship trophy by Transport 
Minister Pratap Sarnaik, 
Deputy Chairman of the 

Legislative Council Sachin 
Ahir, and Pro Govinda Sea-
son 4 Brand Ambassador 
Suryakumar Yadav, in the 
presence of Pro Govinda 
League President Purvesh 
Sarnaik. The Nashik Rang-
ers (Jai Jawan Govinda 
Pathak) secured the second 
position and were awarded 
a cash prize of Rs 50 lakh, 
while the Alibaug Knights 
finished third.


