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Silchar Municipal Corporation election
on October 3, counting on October 6

Election notification issued for all 42 wards; Nomination process begins
with immediate effect as Model Code of Conduct comes into force

Piyush Goyal to travel to
US later this month for

G20 talks, says
ambassador Sergio Gor

Agencies, New Delhi : Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal will travel to the
United States later this month for G20-related
meetings, US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor
said on Wednesday, as he highlighted growing
engagement between the two countries.  Speak-
ing to the media on the sidelines of the 66th An-
nual Session of the Automotive Component
Manufacturers Association of India (ACMA) in
New Delhi, Gor said India and the US were work-
ing closely on several issues.
"The United States and India are working very
closely together; a lot is happening. The Minis-
ter will be travelling for the G20 meetings, just in
a few weeks, in the United States. We look for-
ward to having him in the United States," Gor
said.
Addressing the ACMA annual session, the US
Ambassador said the two governments were
working to build a trade relationship that was fair
and mutually beneficial.
"Our two governments are working closely to-
gether to build a trade relationship that is fair,
reciprocal, and mutually beneficial," he said,
adding that Goyal would travel to the United
States "at the end of the month" to continue en-
gagement as the US hosts the G20 talks.
Gor said both countries should work towards
providing greater market access to companies
on either side.
"As our governments work through the details
of our trade relationship, we should aim to cre-
ate an environment where American suppliers
and technology can freely access the market
and be sold to Indian manufacturers, while In-
dian firms can compete fairly in the US market,"
he said.
The Ambassador also invited Indian automotive
component manufacturers to participate in the
next SelectUSA Investment Summit in May near
Washington, DC.
Highlighting Indian investment in the US, Gor said
the US Embassy in India had led American dip-
lomatic missions globally in attracting new in-
vestment.
"We were very proud that our embassy in India
came in first, with $24

Assam truckers lift 70-hour
blockade after Mizoram
assures vehicle safety

Retired Air Marshal Jeetendra
Mishra, who led air ops in Op
Sindoor, to head Ram temple trust

Kiren Rijiju vs Congress
again. But now over India's
GDP: 'Drinking too much

beer or blind loathing'

Manipur
violence: 25
more houses
set ablaze in
Kangpokpi a
day after 10

homes
torched

Agencies, Imphal : At
least 25 more houses
were set ablaze in
Manipur’s Kangpokpi
district on Wednesday,
a day after armed indi-
viduals allegedly
torched 10 houses and
injured a villager along
the Imphal-
Tamenglong road, po-
lice said. The fresh ar-
son was reported in
Tiporam village, where
residents said five of
the houses belonged to
members of the Nepali
community. “Today 25
houses were set
ablaze and they subse-
quently left the area.
Among the 25 houses
5 belonged to Nepali
community,” a resident
of Tiporam, requesting
anonymity, said.
On Monday, a group of

Agencies, New Delhi
: Union parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju and the Congress
party are at logger-
heads once again, this
time over India's GDP.
The fresh social media
spat erupted on
Wednesday after the
Kerala Congress
mocked the Centre's
GDP claims with a
beer mug graphic.
The Kerala Congress

posted a photo of a
beer mug with the fizz
labelled as ‘official
GDP’ and the drink be-
neath it marked as ‘In-
dian economy’. Rijiju
launched a sharp at-
tack at the Congress
over this and said, “Is
Congress Party in a
state of deep intoxica-
tion due to drinking too
much beer or Con-
gressmen are so
swayed by their blind

loathing of India's
growth that they have
lost touch with the
ground reality?”
Congress attacks govt
over GDP projections
Earlier, the Congress
also attacked the gov-
ernment over the GDP
numbers, citing former
finance secretary
Subhash Chandra
Garg's reported re-
marks on GDP

NE News SILCHAR :
The State Election
Commission Assam
has announced the
schedule for the much
awaited election to the
42 ward Silchar Mu-
nicipal Corporation,
with polling scheduled
for October 3 and
counting of votes on
October 6.
The election notifica-
tion issued on
Wednesday, marks the
beginning of the formal

electoral process for
the Corporation which
was constituted with 42
wards by the Governor
of Assam . The reser-
vation of wards for
Scheduled Caste and
women candidates
had earlier been noti-
fied by the Govern-
ment.
The ward wise Photo
Electoral Rolls for the
election to the Silchar
Municipal Corporation
were prepared and

published by the State
Election Commission,
Assam on July 15,
2026, in exercise of the
powers conferred un-
der Section 8 of the
Assam Municipal Cor-
poration Act, 2022, read
with Rule 5 of the
Assam Municipal Cor-
poration Election
Rules, 2022.
As per the notification,
the notice of election
issued on September 2
while September 11

has been fixed as the
last date for filing nomi-
nations. The scrutiny of
nomination papers and
publication of the list of
validly nominated can-
didates will take place
on September 14.
Candidates seeking to
withdraw their candida-
ture will have time up to
September 17, on
which date the final list
of contesting candi-
dates will also be pub-
lished.

Polling across the 42
wards will be held on
October 3, 2026, from
7.30 am to 4 pm. The
Commission has also
kept October 5 as the
date for a fresh poll, if
required, with polling
hours again fixed from
7.30 am to 4 pm.
Counting of votes will
begin at 8 am on Octo-
ber 6 and will continue
until the entire counting
process is completed.
The State Election

Commission has
called upon the elec-
tors of all 42 wards of
the Silchar Municipal
Corporation to elect the
Councillors of the Cor-
poration in accordance
with the notified sched-
ule. The election is be-
ing conducted in exer-
cise of the powers
vested in the Commis-
sion under Article
243ZA of the Constitu-
tion of India, read with

Agencies, New Delhi
: Air Marshal Jeetendra
Mishra (Retd) was on
Wednesday named
the first CEO of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.
The decision was
taken at a meeting at-
tended by Trust presi-

dent Mahant Nritya
Gopal Das, Swami
Kamalnayan Das, in-
terim general secretary
Dr Krishna Mohan,
trustee Mahant
Dinendra Das and
treasurer Swami
Govind Dev Giri,
among others.

There were 5,585 ap-
plications for the post,
of which three candi-
dates were shortlisted.
Mishra was eventually
selected to head the
Trust. The appointment
comes amid the con-
troversy over the al-
leged theft of donations

at the Ram temple in
Ayodhya. The alleged
theft led to the arrest of
eight people and the
resignation of
Champat Rai as gen-
eral secretary in June.
Who is Air Marshal
Jeetendra Mishra

Agencies, Guwahati :
A three-day-long block-
ade by Assam truck
drivers on the Assam-
Mizoram national high-
way halting over 300
Mizoram-bound trucks
was lifted on Wednes-
day, with Mizoram of-
fering safety of vehicles
with proper docu-
ments, officers said.
The blockade was
staged in the Lailapur
area of Assam’s
Cachar district where
Mizoram-bound trucks
were halted for nearly
70 hours over alleged
harassment of Assam
truck drivers in
Mizoram. The blockade
affected normal life in

the area.
It began on Sunday
morning when Assam
truck drivers alleged
that they faced hostility,
intimidation and un-
warranted difficulties
on regular basis on en-
tering Mizoram.
“We live in the same
country but these
days, when we enter
Mizoram, it feels un-
safe. The harassment
is not new, but it has
just escalated beyond
control in recent
times,” an agitating
truck driver said.
On Tuesday, the
Cachar district admin-
istration tried to clear
the protesters using

force, triggering further
protests. Some of the
drivers lied down on
the road in front of the
Mizoram-bound trucks.
Later, a senior police
officer of Cachar initi-
ated talks with the pro-
testers, who agreed to
participate in an inter-
state discussion that
continued until late
Tuesday night. Officer,
requesting anonymity
said on Wednesday
the safety measures
for Assam vehicles en-
tering Mizoram were
discussed during the
meeting and that the
blockade was lifted fol-
lowing assurances

NCPI may form coalition
with BJP in upcoming

Bengal municipal polls,
say leaders

Agencies, Kolkata : Leaders of the Nationalist
Citizens Party of India (NCPI) on Wednesday
hinted at forming a coalition with the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for the upcoming
municipal elections in West Bengal slated for
later this year.
Senior BJP leaders from the state, however, re-
mained non-committal, saying the party was fo-
cusing on all 209 seats in the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation election.
“We are the largest coalition member of the BJP-
led National Democratic Alliance. Hence during
the elections, we will contest as members of the
NDA. So, we will have to form a coalition with
the BJP. We will take a decision when the elec-
tion approaches, but there is every possibility
there will be a coalition,” said Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar, a rebel Trinamool Congress (TMC) MP
who joined the NCPI.
After the BJP ousted the 15-year-old TMC re-
gime and came to power in the state in May this
year, several TMC councillors and municipal
chairpersons resigned.

Ex-Maoist strategist
Bhupathi appointed

university
coordinator for
tribal scheme

Agencies, Mumbai :
Gondwana University
in Maharashtra on
Monday appointed
former CPI (Maoist)
politburo member and
key strategist Mallojula
Venugopal Rao, alias
Bhupathi, as a coordi-
nator for its ‘Ekal’
programme scheme,
which is tasked to em-
power Gram Sabhas.
The initiative, university
officials said, is a sig-
nificant move towards
mainstream rehabilita-
tion and tribal empow-
erment. Bhupathi, 71,
operated across the
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Ananya Pandey’s
‘Call Me Bae’ and

Uorfi Javed’s ‘Follow
Kar Lo Yaar’: Anyone

can be a star
Alaka Sahani
Recently, digital sensation-turned-reality-show
star Uorfi Javed — who showed up in a dress
featuring a wiggling gecko, basking in the atten-
tion for her debut series Follow Kar Lo Yaar —
posed with actor Ananya Pandey for Mumbai’s
paparazzi during a promotional event for
Pandey’s show, Call Me Bae. Both of them —
one, an outsider and the other, a star kid — were
effusive in their praise for the other and her show.
The release of their shows on Prime Video two
weeks apart (Follow Kar Lo Yaar on August 23
and Call Me Bae on September 6) is an indica-
tion of how digital platforms have democratised
showbiz today. The journey that Javed and
Pandey, both in their mid-20s, have had so far
is vastly different. Uorfi, hailing from Lucknow,
carries the trauma of a controlling father and
growing up in a broken home. Mumbai-bred
Ananya, daughter of actor Chunky Pandey, was
born into the elite world of Bollywood, made her
debut as a protegee of Dharma Productions with
Student of the Year 2 (2019) and went on to work
in several major movies.
While Ananya’s career has followed a path simi-
lar to other star kids such as Sara Ali Khan and
Janhvi Kapoor, Uorfi has created a space for
herself in the entertainment industry with her
spunk and inventiveness. Initially frowned at
when spotted in her outlandish outfits near
Mumbai’s airports, she eventually managed to
draw praise for her out-of-the-box outfits and
being able to carry them off. Her career is built
on creating viral moments during “celeb spot-
ting” by paparazzi, which in reality is a well-
planned PR strategy employed by many to stay
relevant. Spurred on by the recognition and so-
cial media following she has received, she now
harbours the ultimate dream of achieving “Shah

Abhaya. Nirbhaya. Tilottama. Damini. Amanat: What
the names given to rape victims say about us

Why a noisy classroom must not be silenced

Finding love,
by chance

Remember the time when romance was a
matter of chance and not choice? When love
could catch one unawares in the restricted
section of the library while searching for an
obscure title no one else would have sought
out? Or, perhaps, at a party where there are
no familiar faces, sitting in a corner humming
tunelessly to the song playing in the back-
ground only to have a stranger chime in with
the chorus and instant chemistry? If one isn’t
a millennial, chances are these scenarios will
appear to be meet-cutes encountered only in
rom-coms and soppy OTT sagas. For the
swipe-right-and-meet-your-match Gen Z, the
thrill of surprise connections might be foreign
territory. Which is probably why a bunch of
hobby apps such as Strava — a community
for runners — or Letterboxd, an app akin to
Goodreads, but for cinephiles, now appears
to be doubling up as no-pressure dating
zones.
Given the stress of online dating — some-
times only as romantic as trawling through
matrimonial ads for the perfect match — this
probably is a good thing. Away from the
polarising chatter of social media apps such
as X or the catfishing trauma of Tinder, hobby
apps afford the chance to forge a connection
over a shared interest before moving things
to the next stage. It also marks — obversely
— a return to an older, almost forgotten way
of meeting and connecting with people — IRL
(for the uninitiated, “in real life”). Of course it
has its own share of hassles and heartbreak.
But then real life can be messy and difficult,
the relationships it throws up impossible to
fix with a swipe left.
This turn of sorts against online dating seems
to be having a moment. In Spain, for instance,
a TikTok trend has gone offline, apparently with
a fair bit of success. Single people looking to
meet others can visit a supermarket chain,
where an upside-down pineapple in their trol-
ley is an indication of their openness to meet-
ing people. The rest is chance, spunk or vibes.

Sandip Roy
They choose them
carefully, with the best
of intentions, names
laden with symbolism.
The 2012 gang rape
victim in a moving bus
in Delhi was Nirbhaya.
In 2024, the young
doctor raped and
killed at R G Kar
Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata
has become a Sister
Courage of sorts —
Abhaya.
The law merely
forbids naming the
victim. It does not ask
us to give them new
names. We give them
new names for our
own reasons. It’s
easier to write about
them if they have
names. It works better
in headlines. It sounds
more powerful in
slogans. Justice for
Abhaya. Damini tum
sangharsh karo. We
are Tilottama. These
are logistical reasons.
But perhaps there is
something else at
work here as well.
Deep down, we know
that we are all impli-

cated in the rampant
sexual objectification
of women in popular
culture and media. As
Amrita Dasgupta,
executive director of
Swayam, an NGO
working to end vio-
lence against women
and girls, says,
“These individuals
who are being violent
or committing acts of
sexual violence are
not coming from outer
space. They come
from your and my
families.” We are
quick to make
Tilottamas and
Nirbhayas our sisters
and daughters but
recoil from acknowl-
edging their rapists as
our brothers and
sons. They are
always the monstrous
other. Perhaps nam-
ing these victims
Abhaya and Nirbhaya
also allows us to not
introspect about how
we as a society failed
them. The names we
choose say more
about what we retro-
actively project onto
them rather than the

reason they need
these aliases in the
first place. These
names, noble and
high-minded, spare
us in some ways from
having to wonder if, in
fact, during the horrific
assault they felt
terrified rather than
nirbhay. We feel less
helpless when we
turn them into a
fearless Joan of Arc
or a defiant
Lakshmibai. It is
easier to channel our
anger at the college
principal or the police
commissioner or a
politician than to look
inside us. Even as
thousands used their
smartphones as
candles during protest
marches for the R G
Kar victim, according
to news reports,
thousands used those
same phones to
search “*victim’s
name* rape video”.
The same happened
after the 2019 rape
and murder of a
veterinarian. Women
who have gotten into
altercations with men

in public spaces like
the Metro have said
they have been told
“R G Kar kore debo (I
will do an R G Kar on
you)”. Men have been
arrested for molesting
women at some of
the protests. With
anger against the
administration and
police fever high,
many shared memes
showing a
moustachioed Kolkata
police officer wearing
bangles and a
woman’s skirt. Those
sharing it said they
just wanted to con-
demn the
spinelessness of
police officers. It did
not occur to them to
ask why the meme
was equating
spinelessness with
skirts and bangles.
And what doing so in
the name of women’s
safety means. Mean-
while, the West
Bengal government
hastily issued a set of
guidelines called
Rattirer Shaathi to
address women’s
safety. Alongside

measures like more
CCTV, female secu-
rity guards and a
mobile phone app,
they recommended
that women not be
given night shifts. In
2012, after a young
woman was gang-
raped in Gurgaon, the
administration said
women should not
work after 8 pm.
Someone on Twitter
suggested that a
better solution might
be to impose a curfew
on all men in Gurgaon
after 8 pm. Of course
everyone knows the
latter is a joke but the
former is put forth in
all seriousness. The
consequences are
there for all to see.
Dasgupta of Swayam
says one of her male
staff was so horrified
by the R G Kar case
he told his daughter,
who often came
home from work after
10 pm, that she
needed to quit her job.
And she did. We
named the victim
Abhaya, but ironically
she has made fathers

like him more fearful
than fearless. Abhaya,
Nirbhaya, Tilottama.
We know these
names are inspira-
tional. But the power
of the flame of the
unknown soldier was
also in not knowing
the name. That blank
space allowed the
“unknown soldier” to
stand in for you, me,
everybody. The
woman who died in R
G Kar will always be
somebody to her
grieving friends and
family. But now a
name that was never
hers will become the
Google search term
by which she will be
remembered by
everybody else. The
government named
their harsh anti-rape
bill Aparajita to salute
her indomitable spirit,
but let’s not forget,
she didn’t want to
become a symbol of
exceptional courage.
After a 30-plus hour
gruelling shift at the
hospital, all she had
wanted was to just
get some rest.

Sumana Roy
“Why aren’t you
noisy? Why are you
all so generically
polite? Why don’t you
want to say anything
to disturb us?” I find
myself saying this to
my students from
time to time, my voice
perhaps never forget-
ting to italicise the
“us”. It has taken me
some time to under-
stand that it might not
be their fault. Our
pedagogical practice,
such are its invisible
codes and modes,
protects us from the
dissent and disagree-
ment that we cel-
ebrate in the class-
room: We are like the
teacher who stands
beside an archer
teaching them how to
shoot at a faraway
target; our proximity
— being beside
instead of, say,
across, distant from
the archer-student —
protects us.
“Wherever we are,
what we hear is
mostly noise. When
we ignore it, it dis-

turbs us. When we
listen to it, we find it
fascinating,” writes
John Cage in Silence:
Lectures and Writings
(1961). We seek the
obverse, we coordi-
nate our pedagogy for
the opposite, for
harmony. In our
rhetoric is the urge to
free ourselves from
what we have been
conditioned to
characterise as noise,
in our idioms is a
hankering for versions
of silence — we
dislike the idea of
“noise” so much that
we call the seemingly
unserious “bakwas”,
as if the unimportant
emits noise.
We do not want to
acknowledge the
fundamentalist char-
acter of agreement,
the absence of nec-
essary noisiness —
our students write
emails that are tai-
lored to make their
personalities seem
agreeable, that make
it seem that universi-
ties are finishing
schools for teaching

academic etiquette
and corporatised
politeness. Drugged
by good intentions,
compelled by our
desire for a fairer
world, and convinced
that our belief in
teaching particular
knowledge systems is
the only possible way
to achieve this, we’ve
structured the peda-
gogical form of our
courses and syllabi
around the telos of
eventual agreement.
In the process, we
have failed to teach
our students that the
silence of agreement,
whether it is achieved
through bullying,
bureaucracy or
pedagogical faith, can
be noisy, the kind of
noise that they tutor
themselves to avoid in
their interactions with
those in power. Such
is its architecture that
we sit with those who
agree with us,
whether in faculty
meetings or Parlia-
ment.
We teach Plato’s
Republic and ask our

students to be
Socratic, we implore
them to argue, de-
bate, question, dis-
sent, but our courses
are structured like the
Bhagavad Gita,
where, after a conver-
sation between two
tributaries of thought,
one must be inte-
grated with the other
and become one
stream, as Arjun was
persuaded by
Krishna. From the
“argumentative Indian”
we are now coaxed,
bullied and instructed
to become the
“agreementative
Indian”.
This idea of agree-
ment that is emerging
from our classrooms,
where a common
enemy — whether
systemic or an indi-
vidual — is fought
with all the might of
our theories and good
practices, is gradually
rendering us inca-
pable of having
conversations with
those who do not
share our intellectual
and emotional histo-

ries. We’re being led
to think of “tradition”
as having been built
from consensus
instead of disagree-
ment. We’ve become
academics who, in
various subsets of
affiliation, brought
together by disci-
plines, research
areas or family and
friend networks,
perform what has
been characterised
as compulsive nobil-
ity. We defend our
discipline and its
practitioners, those
that share the same
networks, with a kind
of skill and verbal
violence that is often
damaging to the
health and careers of
those attacked. The
battleground for this is
various: The aca-
demic conference,
the classroom, and,
now quite often, social
media.
“Agree” derives from
“gratus” — to
please. The kind of
agreement that is
being forged, be-
sides revving up our

stock of agreeability,
is to please oneself
— to feel safe that
there is no other
opinion besides
ours. It is control by
proxy. Jukti, tarka,
galpo — logic,
debate, story — the
trinity that produces
philosophy, art and
science, is gradually
being bleached away
by this compulsive
expectation of
agreement. This is
why, irrespective of
political ideology, we
have all been turned
into bhakts, into
devotees and unpaid
employees of those
we must agree with,
whether family, RWA
or the nation. Like
children who take it
as a slight when an
adult says that pink
is not their favourite
colour, we take
everything as a
personal affront. The
Bhakti poets had
rebelled against
institutionalised
agreement — bhakts
today only agree
with each other.

Rukh Khan-level” fame.
Centred around Javed, the nine-episode Follow
Kar Lo Yaar explores her everyday life and dy-
namic with family members. Despite her inse-
curities, what shines through is her ambition —
which ranges from her wish to undergo breast
augmentation surgery to owning a private jet.
When we meet Javed on the show — which is
undoubtedly inspired by Keeping Up with the
Kardashians — she is fixated on becoming an
entrepreneur, boosting her brand and getting
extremely rich. One might assume she is being
delulu, but she articulates what most
“influencers” and other new-age celebrities
dream of.
India has witnessed a considerable rise in the
number of “celebrities”, who, powered by the
internet’s extensive reach and proliferation of
digital platforms, started as digital content cre-

ators or influencers. The measure of their suc-
cess often depends on how many millions of
followers they have and the number of collabo-
rations they attract. While being “popular” can
be an added advantage, ultimately it’s the num-
ber of their followers, likes on their posts, and
views of their reels that matter the most. De-
spite being the brand ambassador of multiple
major brands and a film star, Ananya still needs
to boost her social media connection with the
masses as much as Uorfi does. This connec-
tion is the reason behind Shraddha Kapoor —
known for her girl-next-door image and relatable
posts — becoming the second-most followed
Indian on Instagram.
In Follow Kar Lo Yaar, Uorfi, in the same breath,
proclaims that she wants to be extremely rich
and respected — something that was denied to
her in the early years of her life. Yet, she is quite

comfortable sparking a controversy. She knows
well that her career is built on the shock and
curiosity she creates with her appearances, and,
at times with her statements. While the on-the-
fly style of documenting Javed’s life in real-time,
may be exhausting in parts and the family fights
repetitive, Follow Kar Lo Yaar does manage to
capture the ordeals and oddities that those chas-
ing fame and fortune go through.
Though these two web series belong to differ-
ent genres, there is a surreal overlap between
Uorfi’s outsider-to-internet sensation and Call Me
Bae’s heiress-to-hustler narrative. What are the
odds that both these stories unfold in Mumbai, a
city that swears by jugaad and is known as the
destination of those seeking glory in showbiz?
The promotional says Bae is “broke, but refus-
ing to be broken”. This is probably true of many
young people in India dreaming big.
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“Technology driven citizen services will
make Silchar more modern, transparent

and people centric”: Minister Kaushik Rai
NE News SILCHAR :
Assam Govt's  Minister for
Food & Public Distribu-
tion, Housing & Urban Af-
fairs and Cooperation,
Kaushik Rai on Wednes-
day said that technology
driven civic services, im-
proved urban infrastruc-
ture and greater citizen
participation would be the
key to transforming
Silchar into a modern,
clean and citizen centric
city. Addressing a gather-
ing at the inaugural cer-
emony held at the Silchar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC) , Minister Kaushik
Rai said that the expan-
sion of Silchar Municipal
Corporation had increased
the number of households
under its jurisdiction from
around 96,000 to approxi-
mately 1.12 lakh making
it imperative to strengthen
civic services and intro-
duce modern systems ca-
pable of responding effi-
ciently to the growing
needs of the city's resi-
dents. The Minister for-
mally inaugurated the
Public Facilitation Centre
(PFC), GPS-based Mu-
nicipal Vehicle Tracking
System and QR-based
Waste Collection System
at the SMC premises. He
also inaugurated the Fae-
cal Sludge Treatment
Plant (FSTP) at the
Meherpur trenching
ground, constructed at a
cost of approximately Rs
2 crore. Elaborating on the
significance of the new
systems, Minister
Kaushik Rai said that the
QR based waste collec-
tion mechanism would
bring greater transparency
and accountability to mu-
nicipal waste manage-
ment. Each household
can be provided with a
unique identification
mechanism, enabling the
authorities to map house-
holds and monitor gar-
bage collection more ef-
fectively. He said that the
new system could also
help the municipal authori-
ties monitor whether es-
sential civic dues and ser-
vices, including property
tax, trade licences and
water supply-related ser-
vices were up to date. He
emphasised that technol-
ogy should ultimately be
used to make municipal
administration more ac-
cessible and responsive to
citizens. The Minister said
that the GPS based ve-
hicle tracking system
would enable authorities
to monitor the movement
of municipal garbage col-
lection vehicles in real
time, thereby improving
supervision and ensuring
that collection services
are delivered according to
schedule. Referring to the
Public Facilitation Centre,
Minister Rai said the ini-
tiative would provide citi-
zens with a convenient
platform for accessing a
range of municipal ser-
vices without having to
move from one office to an-
other. He stressed that the
ultimate objective of every
such initiative should be to
ensure citizen centric,
transparent and efficient
public service delivery. He
also appreciated the sup-
port extended by Axis
Bank towards the civic ini-
tiatives and said that ur-
ban infrastructure in
Silchar would receive fur-
ther attention in the com-

ing days. On water sup-
ply, the Minister said that
projects under AMRUT 1
and AMRUT 2 would pro-
vide around 21,000 new
water connections. He fur-
ther informed that an allo-
cation of around Rs 19
crore had been made for
a separate water supply
arrangement for Silchar
Medical College & Hospi-
tal. He said that a pro-
posal amounting to ap-
proximately Rs 509 crore
had been submitted for
Silchar's urban infrastruc-
ture requirements. Of this,
special emphasis would
be placed on improving
the city's drainage sys-
tem. A master drainage
plan involving an esti-
mated Rs 100 crore has
been proposed to address
the problem of waterlog-
ging, while survey work is
already underway. The
Minister also informed that
Oil India Limited was ex-
ploring plans for a biogas
related initiative for which
land has been allotted by
the district administration.
The Minister said that a
new auditorium for Silchar
was also being planned,
which would be developed
as a Town Hall. He further
informed that steps had
been taken towards con-
struction of an electric cre-
matorium at an estimated
cost of Rs 3 crore with the
tender process already
initiated. Highlighting the
government's focus on re-
newable and sustainable
urban infrastructure, he
said that 800 solar street
lights had already been
installed across the 42
wards of Silchar while
plans were underway to
install an additional
10,000 solar lights. The
Minister also spoke about
ongoing road develop-
ment works and informed
that work on the State
PWD road from Capital
Point to Rangirkhari had
commenced with an allo-
cation of approximately
Rs 5.33 crore. He said
that ongoing road works in
the city would be expe-
dited and completed at
the earliest. In a significant
political and administrative
announcement, Minister
Rai stated that expressed
hope that following the
election, civic administra-
tion and service delivery in
the city would become
even smoother. He said
that the government was
committed to taking up
several more development
projects for Silchar in the
coming days and ex-
pressed confidence that
the newly introduced tech-
nology based systems
would bring a visible im-
provement to the everyday
lives of citizens. Speaking
on the occasion, Rajya
Sabha MP Kanad
Purkayastha welcomed

the introduction of the new
citizen centric initiatives
and said that the Public
Facilitation Centre had the
potential to become an
important bridge between
citizens and the municipal
administration. He said
that the PFC should
gradually evolve into a
comprehensive digital citi-
zen service platform where
people could track appli-
cations and receive notifi-
cations through SMS or
mobile alerts. Such a sys-
tem, he observed, would
reduce uncertainty for citi-
zens and bring greater
transparency to the ser-
vice-delivery process. MP
Kanad Purkayastha said
that in the future, the PFC
could be integrated with a
Central Citizen Service
Management Dashboard
enabling the authorities to
monitor, through a single
platform, the number of ap-
plications received, appli-
cations disposed of and
applications pending dis-
posal. Such a dashboard
could also provide informa-
tion on average disposal
time, departmental perfor-
mance and citizen feed-
back. He further
emphasised the impor-
tance of establishing a
Digital Assistance Desk at
the PFC for citizens who
may not be familiar with
online services. Such as-
sistance could include fill-
ing up online applications,
uploading necessary
documents, making digi-
tal payments and access-
ing services relating to
birth and death certifi-
cates, trade licences, re-
newals, building permis-
sions and property related
matters. He also proposed
a Special Information
Desk supported by digital
displays, through which
citizens could be informed
about municipal schemes
and services, government
welfare programmes, im-
portant notifications, re-
quired documents, appli-
cable fees and other es-
sential information. MP
Kanad Purkayastha said
that such initiatives would
help create a more trans-
parent, accessible and re-
sponsive municipal admin-
istration and congratulated
the SMC and district ad-
ministration for taking for-
ward technology based
civic governance. Talking
at the event, Udharbond
MLA , Rajdeep Goala said
that the launch of the new
systems marked an im-
portant step towards
strengthening civic ameni-
ties in Silchar and the sur-
rounding urban area. He
appreciated the efforts of
the State Government, dis-
trict administration and
SMC in introducing mod-
ern mechanisms for waste
management and citizen
services. He said that a

clean and well managed
city required not only in-
frastructure and technol-
ogy but also the active co-
operation of citizens. He
urged residents to make
proper use of the new sys-
tems, cooperate with mu-
nicipal workers and con-
tribute towards maintain-
ing cleanliness in every
ward. MLA Rajdeep Goala
expressed hope that the
initiatives would improve
the quality of municipal
services and help Silchar
emerge as a cleaner,
healthier and more
organised urban centre.
Rajya Sabha MP from
West Bengal, Sushmita
Dev congratulated the
State Government,
Silchar Municipal Corpo-
ration and district admin-
istration on the launch of
the citizen oriented initia-
tives. She said that urban
governance today needed
to be increasingly trans-
parent, technology en-
abled and responsive to
the everyday needs of citi-
zens. She particularly wel-
comed the Public Facili-
tation Centre and the in-
troduction of digital
mechanisms for municipal
services, observing that
citizens should be able to
access government ser-
vices easily and track the
progress of their applica-
tions without unnecessary
visits to government of-
fices. MP Sushmita Dev
emphasised that effective
waste management was
an essential component
of a healthy urban environ-
ment and appreciated the
introduction of QR based
waste collection and GPS
enabled vehicle monitor-
ing. She thanked Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Assam
Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma
for his continued focus on
urban development and for
giving importance to the
strengthening of civic in-
frastructure and citizen
services in Silchar. She
expressed hope that the
new initiatives would lead
to tangible improvements
in the daily lives of resi-
dents. Cachar District
Commissioner, Rahul
Kumar Gupta, IAS said
that the launch of the four
initiatives represented an
important milestone in the
ongoing process of
strengthening urban gov-
ernance in Silchar. He
said that the district ad-
ministration would con-
tinue to extend all neces-
sary support to the
Silchar Municipal Corpo-
ration for effective imple-
mentation of the new sys-
tems. He stressed the im-
portance of coordination
between different depart-
ments and the municipal
administration for ensuring
that technology enabled
systems translated into
actual improvements in

service delivery. The Dis-
trict Commissioner said
that waste management,
drainage, water supply,
road infrastructure and
other civic services re-
quired sustained institu-
tional monitoring as well
as public participation. He
urged citizens to cooper-
ate with municipal authori-
ties and sanitation work-
ers to ensure that the ben-
efits of the new systems
reached every ward. Com-
missioner of Silchar Mu-
nicipal Corporation ,Ankur
Das, IAS said that the in-
troduction of the PFC,
GPS based vehicle track-
ing and QR enabled waste
collection represented a
major step towards
modernising the function-
ing of the Corporation. He
explained that the Public
Facilitation Centre would
provide citizens with
easier access to munici-
pal services and informa-
tion, while the GPS-based
tracking mechanism
would enable the Corpo-
ration to monitor the
movement and operation
of waste collection ve-
hicles more efficiently. He
said that the QR based
system would strengthen
accountability in door to
door waste collection and

provide the Corporation
with better information for
planning and monitoring
sanitation services. SMC
Commissioner Ankur Das
said that the SMC was
committed to using tech-
nology not merely as an
administrative tool but as
a means of improving the
quality, transparency and
responsiveness of munici-
pal services. Earlier, Ex-
ecutive Officer of Silchar
Municipal Corporation
,Abhijit Bey, AUAS, deliv-
ered the welcome ad-
dress. Welcoming the
Minister, elected repre-
sentatives, senior officials,
distinguished guests,
media representatives,
municipal employees and
citizens, Executive Officer
Abhijit Bey described the
day as a significant and
historic occasion for the
Corporation. He said that
four important initiatives
were being launched to-
gether the Public Facilita-
tion Centre, GPS based
Garbage Vehicle Tracking
System, QR based Gar-
bage Collection System
and Faecal Sludge Treat-
ment Plant with the com-
mon objective of providing
citizens with better, cleaner
and faster municipal ser-
vices. He said that the

Public Facilitation Centre
would make it easier for
citizens to access munici-
pal services and ex-
pressed hope that it would
establish a transparent
and result oriented chan-
nel of communication be-
tween the people and the
Corporation. Referring to
the GPS based garbage-
collection vehicle monitor-
ing system, he said that
technology would enable
the Corporation to super-
vise vehicle movement and
ensure that waste collec-
tion operations were car-
ried out regularly and effi-
ciently. He described the
FSTP as another major
step towards scientific and
safe management of
waste. He observed that
cleanliness was not limited
merely to roads and pub-
lic places and that scien-
tifically managed waste
disposal was essential for
building a healthy and en-
vironmentally sustainable
city. Executive officer SMC
, Abhijit Bey expressed
confidence that the new
initiatives would make
municipal administration
more modern and increas-
ingly people centric. He
conveyed his gratitude to
all officials, engineers and
sanitation workers associ-

ated with the implementa-
tion of the projects and
appealed to citizens to
extend their cooperation in
keeping Silchar clean,
beautiful and healthy. He
also expressed his grati-
tude to Minister Kaushik
Rai for attending the
programme and providing
guidance and encourage-
ment, and thanked the
District Commissioner,
Municipal Commissioner,
elected representatives,
distinguished guests, citi-
zens and members of the
media for their presence.
The programme was also
attended by Cachar  Zilla
Parishad President
Kankan Narayan Sikidar,
District BJP President
Rupam Saha, District De-
velopment Commissioner,
Rajib Roy ACS,senior offi-
cials, municipal represen-
tatives, employees, media
representatives and citi-
zens. Later , Minister
Kaushik Rai inaugurated
the Faecal Sludge Treat-
ment Plant at Meherpur
trenching ground in pres-
ence of Udharbond MLA
Rajdeep Goala,Cachar DC
Rahul Kumar Gupta IAS
and SMC Commissioner
Ankur Das IAS and other
officials. (DDIPR Silchar
Release)
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Kiren Rijiju vs
numbers to attack the Modi government.
Congress general secretary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh shared a video clip of
Garg in which he stated that by revising last
year's GDP by as much as ?6 trillion, the cur-
rent year's GDP in the first quarter has gone up
by around 10.3 per cent.
"If you had not revised last year's GDP, the growth
in current prices would have been 2.6 per cent,"
Garg told a news channel.
Ramesh wrote on X that no matter how much
the Modi government beats the drum of its fabri-
cated GDP growth, conjured up through statis-
tical jugglery by its team and media, its true re-
ality will be exposed because what they are
claiming is the complete opposite of ground re-
alities.
"Former Finance Secretary Subhash Garg has
now burst the bubble on this claim. His assess-
ment is that the real GDP growth is around
2.6%, not 7.8%," Ramesh said.
"We want the economy to truly be strong, but
the path to a strong economy doesn't come from
embellishing numbers fabricated on a founda-
tion of lies - it comes from accepting the truth,"
he added.
The government should first acknowledge the
real economic situation, then undertake reforms
- jobs should be created for the youth, MSMEs
and private investment should be boosted, de-
mand and incomes should rise, economic in-
equality should decrease, and instead of pro-
moting crony capitalists, fair competition should
be ensured, Ramesh said.
"The Modi government must understand: PR
can polish the picture of GDP, but not the
economy itself," the Congress general secre-
tary said.
India's economy grew at a faster-than-expected
7.8% in the April-June quarter amid concerns of
an economic downturn over the war in West
Asia. Gross domestic product (GDP) growth in
the first quarter of the 2026-27 fiscal slowed from
a barnstorming 8.6 per cent in the previous quar-
ter, but remained well above expectations when
the conflict erupted and disrupted energy mar-
kets.
Modi hails India's GDP growth
On Tuesday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hailed India's GDP growth in the first quarter of
FY27, calling it a reflection of the "collective
strength" of the people and tok a "jhoot ki goonj"
swipe at Congress and its leader Rahul Gandhi,
accusing them of "spreading despair" in the
country.
In a video message posted on X, PM Modi con-
gratulated the people of India for their hard work
and said the country's economic growth came
despite global challenges, including wars, cri-
ses and disrupted supply chains. He also took a
dig at the opposition accusing it of echoing false-
hoods and spreading despair.
The ‘jhoot ki goonj’ jibe directed at the Congress
comes amid Leader of the Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi's ‘Chatron ki Goonj’
programme, a youth outreach campaign in the
backdrop of the recent examination irregulari-
ties, including the NEET UG-2026.

Manipur violence
armed individuals attacked Teikhang Kuki village,
killing three individuals, including two women,
and injuring four others. The officer said the at-
tack was followed by gunfire, which lasted till
around 12.30pm.
According to police, at least 10 houses were set
ablaze, while an excavator, a Gypsy, a pickup
truck and a truck were found to be damaged
during the arson on Tuesday. The police identi-
fied the injured person as N Luithuibou, a 49-
year-old man who sustained bullet injuries to his
right abdomen and hand. Locals identified the

injured man as a church pastor.
The villagers of Tiporam, who were earlier evacu-
ated to Makui, 15 km away from Tiporam, fol-
lowing the violence, had reportedly returned to
the village on Tuesday and were allegedly fired
upon.
The residents alleged that although information
about houses being set on fire was conveyed to
security forces, no action was taken till Wednes-
day. However, the allegations could not be inde-
pendently verified. Security forces and authori-
ties are yet to comment on the allegations.
The ethnic clashes in Manipur first began be-
tween the Meitei and Kuki communities before
involving almost every community. The state’s
Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities shut each other
out from the areas they dominate since ethnic
clashes began in May 2023, leaving at least 260
people dead and displacing 60,000.
The Meiteis, mostly Hindu, live largely in the
Imphal Valley. The Kukis, predominantly Chris-
tian, reside in the hills. The state government
has maintained that there are no buffer zones
dividing communities in the state, but it has iden-
tified certain sensitive areas.
A new government was formed in February,
nearly a year after the imposition of President’s
Rule. It includes representatives from all three
major communities as part of an attempt to
maintain ethnic balance.

Retired Air
(Retd)?
The appointment of a professional CEO is one
of the steps taken by the temple Trust to regain
public confidence. Born in Deoria district of Uttar
Pradesh, Air Marshal Mishra served as Air Of-
ficer Commanding-in-Chief of the Western Air
Command during Operation Sindoor and di-
rected air operations during the mission, ensur-
ing air superiority. He was awarded the the
Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal for for his role in
Operation Sindoor.
He retired from the Indian Air Force on April 30,
2026, after nearly 40 years of service. His ca-
reer culminated with his appointment as Air Of-
ficer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Air Com-
mand, from January 1, 2025, to April 30, 2026.
Earlier, he served as Deputy Chief, Integrated
Defence Staff (Operations). Mishra also held
several senior appointments at the Air Headquar-
ters, including director of the Operational Plan-
ning and Assessment Group.
Mishra is an alumnus of the National Defence
Academy, Pune, the Air Force Test Pilots School,
Bengaluru, the Air Command and Staff College
in the US and the Royal College of Defence Stud-
ies in the UK.
He was commissioned into the Indian Air Force
on December 6, 1986. An experimental test pi-
lot and fighter combat leader, Mishra has logged
more than 3,000 flying hours across over 18 air-
craft types.
Apart from the Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal,
Mishra was also awarded Ati Vishisht Seva
Medal and Vishisht Seva Medal during his long
military career.

Assam truckers
from the Mizoram government.
“Representatives of Mizoram’s Kolasib district,
protesting truck drivers and concerned officials
from our side attended the meeting where the
issues were discussed and Mizoram assured
to provide adequate security to the vehicles en-
tering with proper documents,” he said.
The truck drivers said they agreed to lift the
blockade respecting the outcome of the discus-
sions, but warned that the protest would resume
if harassment continued even after the talks.
“There is a difference in attitude. There is a sec-
tion that targets the drivers from Assam easily.
Whatever the reason may be, we get threatened,
bullied and harassed,” said a protester on

Wednesday.
The sub-divisional police officer (SDPO) of
Kolasib’s Vairengte, Dennis Vanlallura, who at-
tended Tuesday evening’s meeting, said the
matter began after four Mizoram vehicles were
fined in Assam on August 10 for allegedly carry-
ing sand without proper documents.
“The vehicle operators in Mizoram claimed that
many Assam vehicles were entering without
proper documents like challans from appropri-
ate authorities and asked them to stop. But it
was slightly misinterpreted and during the meet-
ing yesterday. It was later clarified,” he said.
He added that the Mizoram government has re-
affirmed that no vehicle without proper docu-
ments would be allowed to enter the state, while
vehicles carrying proper documents would be
provided adequate security.

NCPI may form
Many were arrested on corruption charges dur-
ing the TMC-regime. The BJP government in the
state appointed administrators to run the civic
bodies, which dissolved after the leaders re-
signed. At least 20 TMC MPs led by Dastidar
quit the party and merged with the NCPI.
“We as NCPI members have joined the NDA. I
have preliminary talks with the chief minister.
We will contest the elections together as a coa-
lition member,” said Sudip Bandyopadhyay, an-
other rebel TMC MP who joined the NCPI.
West Bengal has 128 civic bodies all led by the
TMC. While seven are municipal corporations
(Kolkata, Siliguri, Asansol, Durgapur, Howrah,
Bidhannagar and Chandannagore), the rest are
municipalities.
“I am not in a position to say anything in this con-
nection to the media at present. Right now, we
are focussing on all 209 seats (of the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation). Who will contest with
which symbol will come later,” said Sukanta
Majumdar, union minister and senior BJP leader.
“They (NCPI) don’t have any organisational ex-
istence. They are just some stray MPs. They
have no future,” said Saugata Roy, veteran TMC
MP.
This would be the first elections held in the state
after the BJP’s sweeping victory in the assem-
bly elections earlier this year. The BJP won 208
of the 294 seats.
The West Bengal State Election Commission
(WBSEC), which will hold the polls, set the ball
rolling for the upcoming civic elections in Kolkata,
Howrah and a few other cities in the state. The
poll panel held a meeting with the district mag-
istrates and district municipal election officers
in six districts, including Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Jalpaiguri, South 24 Parganas, Howrah and East
Midnapore on Wednesday to take stock of the
preparations.
“They (NCPI) don’t have any organisational ex-
istence. They are just some stray MPs. They
have no future,” said Saugata Roy, veteran TMC
MP.
This would be the first elections held in the state
after the BJP’s sweeping victory in the assem-
bly elections earlier this year. The BJP won 208
of the 294 seats.
The West Bengal State Election Commission
(WBSEC), which will hold the polls, set the ball
rolling for the upcoming civic elections in Kolkata,
Howrah and a few other cities in the state. The
poll panel held a meeting with the district mag-
istrates and district municipal election officers
in six districts, including Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Jalpaiguri, South 24 Parganas, Howrah and East
Midnapore on Wednesday to take stock of the
preparations.

Ex-Maoist strategist
Dandakaranya region spanning Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and Odisha. He sur-
rendered last year alongside 60 armed Maoist
before the Maharashtra chief minister Devendra

Fadnavis. He had a combined bounty of ?6 crore
across six states and was long regarded as one
of the outlawed movement’s top strategists.
His appointment followed a formal application
process and an interview with vice chancellor
Dr Prashant Bokare after consultations with the
police department and district administration.
Gadchiroli superintendent of police M Ramesh
said that in the said post, Bhupathi sought an
opportunity to utilise his decades of ground-level
experience in the region. Ramesh thus recom-
mended his application.
“The university recently advertised the position,
for which Bhupathi applied. Following a standard
selection process and consultations with the
police and district administration, he was offered
the role,” said Dr Bokare.
Bhupathi is tasked as a coordinator for ‘Ekal’
programme scheme, a university initiative,
funded by the planning commission to empower
1,442 Gram Sabhas across Gadchiroli district.
Bhupathi’s roll includes educating villagers about
their rights under the Panchayat Extension to
Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act and the Forest
Rights Act (FRA), assisting with claim documen-
tation, rectifying claim discrepancies, and act-
ing as a liaison between the local communities
and the district administration. His knowledge
of forest life and local issues, he claimed, would
benefit him for the role. Furthermore, he will also
contribute to research at the Tribal Research
Centre and assist in monitoring government
schemes.
University registrar Anil Hirekhan said that
Bhupathi was appointed on a three-month con-
tract with a monthly honorarium of ?30,000, with
further extension depended on his performance.
According to university officials, his appointment
sends a strong message that surrendered in-
surgents who renounce violence can secure
tribal rights through legal channels.

Piyush Goyal to
billion in new investment into the United States,"
he said.
He cited Indian companies including Bharat
Forge, Sundaram Clayton and Mahindra as ex-
amples of businesses investing and manufac-
turing in the US.
Gor also pointed to growing American investment
in India, saying Ford had recently announced
USD 370 million to retool its Chennai facility to
manufacture next-generation engines for global
markets. He also highlighted the presence of
companies such as Cummins, BorgWarner,
Tenneco and Dana in India's automotive manu-
facturing ecosystem.
Referring to cooperation in critical technologies,
Gor said the recently signed Pax Silica Decla-
ration would support cross-border investment.
"This declaration will make it easier for Ameri-
can and Indian companies to invest across bor-
ders and will empower the next generation of
entrepreneurs and builders in both of our coun-
tries," he said.

Silchar Municipal
Section 372(1) of the Assam Municipal Corpo-
ration Act, 2022 and Rule 3 of the Assam Mu-
nicipal Corporation Election Rules, 2022.
With the publication of the election notification,
the Model Code of Conduct has come into force
with immediate effect throughout the Silchar
Municipal Corporation area. Political parties,
candidates and other stakeholders will accord-
ingly be required to adhere to the provisions of
the Model Code during the entire election pro-
cess. The Silchar Municipal Corporation elec-
tion will be the electoral exercise through which
voters across the 42 wards will choose their rep-
resentatives to the Corporation. The results to
be declared after counting on October 6 will de-
termine the elected Councillors of the Corpora-
tion. (DDIPR Silchar Release)

Madras Bar Association writes to CJI to trace retd judge V Sivagnanam missing in Nepal flood
Agencies, Chennai :
The Madras Bar Asso-
ciation (MBA) on Mon-
day, wrote to the Chief
Justice of India, Surya
Kant, seeking “urgent”
intervention from the
Union government to
trace former Madras
High Court judge, jus-
tice V Sivagnanam,
who has been untrace-
able in Nepal since Au-
gust 26, after flash
floods hit the country.

The MBA wrote to CJI
and the Prime
Minister’s Office, urg-
ing that efforts to trace
the retired judge be “in-
tensified.” In a letter
signed by MBA presi-
dent VA Kamalanathan
and secretary J
Pothiraj, the Bar urged
the CJI to direct the
Union government to
treat the matter as “ur-
gent and of highest pri-
ority” and to take “all

possible effort and
measures” to search
for justice Sivagnanam.
On August 30, the
Delhi Tamil Advocates
Association (DTAA) too
wrote to CJI, urging him
to intervene and ask
government authorities
to help trace the retired
judge.
According to the let-
ters, justice
Sivagnanam was trav-
elling in Nepal with fel-

low pilgrims when flash
floods struck. While
persons travelling in
another bus were res-
cued, he could not be
reached. He last con-
tacted his wife on Au-
gust 26.
The Delhi Bar body said
the rescued pilgrims
provided information
about the location of his
bus.
“The persons travelling
in another bus, who

were rescued near the
APF Nepal Border Out-
post at Timure, have
informed the family that
Justice Sivagnanam’s
bus was only about
100–200 metres away
from theirs. The family
and our Association
are, therefore, gravely
concerned about his
safety and where-
abouts,” the DTAA’s let-
ter reads.
Justice Sivagnanam

had a career spanning
34 years in the judi-
ciary. He served as a
judge of the Madras
High Court before retir-
ing. Following his retire-
ment, the Supreme
Court designated him a
senior advocate in July
2025.
The two Bar Associa-
tions sought immedi-
ate coordination be-
tween the Indian and
Nepalese authorities to

locate the former judge
and ensure his safe
return to India.
At least 903 people
have died and over
4,000 people are still
missing in the after-
math of deadly floods
that hit Nepal-Tibet bor-
der. According to
Nepal’s foreign minis-
try, 886 people have
been rescued, while
search and rescue ef-
forts continue. The

ministry said 400 for-
eign nationals are
among those reported
missing.
The ministry of external
affairs on Sunday said
149 Indians were res-
cued in Nepal. “Fur-
thermore, 598 Indian
nationals have safely
crossed into Nepal
from China in the last
two days, as per local
government sources in
China.
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SILCHAR
FIRE  Brigade- 245801
ASEB  Complain- 234400
Municipality- 233830
Silchar Police Station - 246279
Rangirkhari Police  Outpost- 225067
Tarapur   Police Station - 245846
Malugram  Police Outpost- 262173
Gungoor PoliceOutpost - 261825
Traffic Police- 246336
Lakhipur Police Station- 287425
Udharbond Police Station - 281424
Katigorah  Police     Station- 268175
Borkhola Police Station- 286433
Dholai Police  Station - 258422
Sonai Police Station - 274424

GOVT.  AND NON GOVT.  HOSPITAL
Silchar Medical College Emergency- 233819
Mritanjoy- 108
Silchar Civil  Hospital- 245735
Redcross--- 263107
Kalyani Hospital- 268460
Shiv   Sundhari   Nari  Shikhasram- 246400
Mediland Nursing Home-- 261828
South    CityNursing Home- 240991
Lions  Eye Hospital -- 231 001
Green  View Nursing Home- 234043
KC  Nursing Home - 234145
Nightangle Nursing Home-- 242 171
Ellora Nursing Home- 247 854
Mousawmi Hospital - 230152
Sudipta Nursing Home- 220255
Cancer Hospital - 268447
Vally Hospital-- 242852

ENQUIRY
Railway-- 263094
Airport - 282311
Air  India ( City) 245707
Telephone-- 197

TRAVELS
StateTransport- 268844
Capital Travels- 247751
Jagannath  Travels- 220597

BLOOD BANK
Silchar Medical College- 241229
Barak Blood Bank- 222185

KARIMGANJ
Civil Hospital- 262025
Mritunjoy - 108

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBER
Redcross- 262099
Fire Brigade- 262101
Municipality- 262085
ASEB Complian 262006
Asirbad Nursing Home - 266938
Lifeline  Hospital- 260046
Karimganj Police Station- 262023
Badarpur Police Station-- 255429
Ramkrishnagar Police Station -- 259429
N ilambazar Police Station - 258422
Bazarichara Police  OutPost- 287955

ENQUIRY
Railway - 262010
State Transport- 222280
Telephone-- 197

HAILAKANDI
Fire Brigade- 222101
ASEB  Complain -- 222223
Civil Hospital-- 222423
Police Station - 222253
Municipality- 222248

ENQUIRY
Railway- 222470
State Transport- 222280
Telephone- 197

GUWAHATI STD CODE-0361
HOSPITAL

Gauhati  Medical College & Hospital- 252957
Down Town  Hospital- 2331003
Mahandra Mohan Choudhury Hospital- 2543998
B. Barka Centre  Hospital - 2472366
Asom   International Hospital- 2347700
Bharmaputra Hospital Limited - 2451634
Arya Hospital - 2606663
Good Health Hospital- 2268230
Nan care Hospital- 252 8587
Dispur Pollyclinic -- 2260864
Nabajiban Hospital - 2334654
Win--Hospital- 2351986
Gauhati Naurogical Research Centre- 2227700
East Nursing Home- 2550334
Sankardev Natralaya - 2228879
North East &Institute- 9435404988
Ajaid-- Hospital- 9864070675

BLOOD BANK
Marawari Hospital Research Centre - 2733737

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBER

How to raise a boy: My son’s modernity is
different from mine. So is his patriarchy

In politics as in films, Kangana Ranaut
is a disruptor charting her own course

Agencies, New Delhi
: A disruptor seldom
finds acceptance as a
stabiliser simply be-
cause she is stereo-
typed as a challenger of
the status quo, a rule-
breaker and, therefore,
never to be trusted as
a rule-setter. The
disruptor raises an
alarm but is bleeped
out, because every-
body loves the comfort
of familiarity. This
sums up the phenom-
enon called Kangana
Ranaut in popular cul-
ture, the disruptor who
has pyrrhic value, TRP-
yielding potential but
never, it appears, cred-
ibility.
Yet, even when her dis-
ruption has been
agenda-driven, it has
also been about stand-
ing up for herself and
owning her life on her
terms. Many may be
guffawing at Ranaut’s
latest bloopers on
podcasts or her failure
to get her film released
despite being a ruling
party member but if
there’s one thing
Ranaut is good at it is
in her ability to hold her
own, no matter the ob-
stacle ahead of her. In-
cluding admitting to her
lack of political knowl-
edge.

This is not unusual for
somebody who has
crafted her career tra-
jectory completely on
her own. From winning
a beauty contest in
Chandigarh to becom-
ing an award-winning
actor, Ranaut has had
a tumultuous journey
that was not blessed by
privilege. She was an
ordinary small-towner
who struggled to find
her footing in an indus-
try where patronage
and mentorship were
exploitative, where
gaslighting was rife and
where she felt ill-
equipped without god-
fathers. Talent she al-
ways had but it took the
commercial success
of Gangster (2006),
Life In a Metro (2007)
and Queen (2013) for
her to get noticed. But
once she was secure
in her footing, she
chose not to be sub-
missive anymore. Un-
like actors who choose
political correctness or
fall in line for stardom,
she went all out, chal-
lenging a system that
was based on dynas-
tic privileges.
Much before #MeToo
became a movement,
she spoke of her abu-
sive relationship with
mentor Aditya Pancholi.

But she did not play the
victim card, admitting
she had slid into a dark
hole with her drug ad-
diction and had found it
difficult to extricate her-
self without resources.
By calling out nepotism
and challenging pro-
ducer Karan Johar on
his show as the quint-
essential example of
inherited power, privi-
lege and coterie poli-
tics, she set off a
smaller movement for
talent to be
democratised in the
rarefied chambers of
Bollywood. Instead of
textbook roles for suc-
cess, she chose to
push the envelope,
staking her fortunes on
flesh-and-blood char-
acters, biographies
and even an avenging
catwoman in Revolver
Rani (2014). The last

was an example of
how Ranaut aligned her
own dualities, innocent
and damaged, simple
yet mysterious, not a
bra-burner but an
armoured warrior, raw
and elegant because of
it. She took on the oli-
garchy of men, in the
end outrunning them
with an ease that chal-
lenged their custodial
hold on her role-playing
in society. If Alia Bhatt
and Deepika Padukone
have earned their right-
ful place as co-pro-
tagonists instead of
being just window
dressing, it would be
unfair to not credit
Ranaut for changing
the standing of leading
ladies. Although the
Bollywood cliques tried
to keep her out, she
prepared herself to sur-
vive despite them,

completing a film-mak-
ing course in New York,

directing a film and
floating her own pro-
duction house
Manikarnika Films. In
the meantime, much
before influencers be-
came mainstream,
Ranaut won a new
constituency among
the chatterati with her
confrontational ways.
That’s when she gravi-
tated toward politics,
using it to magnify her
own appeal. She chose
to be a right-wing na-
tionalist, joining the

BJP and taking on the
Nehru-Gandhis, the
Opposition or the farm-
ers’ agitation. But fight-
ing studio politics and
realpolitik are not the
same. She failed to
calibrate herself to its
demands. She didn’t
realise that most par-
ties, not just the BJP,
endorse fringe players
and rabble-rousers to
build the perception
game without dirtying
their fingers. The mo-
ment such people be-

come a liability, they
are simply left out in
the cold. With the de-
lay in the release of her
film Emergency, on the
authoritarian phase of
former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi’s life,
she has realised that
the party she repre-
sents cannot afford to
upset Sikhs before the
next round of state
elections, especially
after her stance
against the farmers’
agitation.

Agencies, New Delhi : It wasn’t too long ago
that I was teaching Hindi sentence-making to my
eight-year-old son. We stumbled upon a sen-
tence which didn’t astonish me but prompted
him to pause. The sentence was: Ram khelne
ja, Sita roti la (Ram go to play, Sita get a roti).
Each half of the sentence was accompanied by
an illustration. The first showed a little boy
(around my son’s age) happily running towards
an open playground, his hands in the air, while
the second picture had a little girl walking gin-
gerly with a plate in her hand towards a dining
table full of happy adults. Ironically, the girl too
looked happy.
My son immediately asked why Sita wasn’t go-
ing to the playground as well. The enormity of
this otherwise innocent-looking picture had hit
us both. The more relevant question, I said to
him, was why can’t Ram get the rotis? He looked
baffled at the prospective role reversal.
The evolution of civilisational patriarchy, which
leads to eve teasing, workplace abuse and, in
extreme instances, rape, begins at home. The
Ram who didn’t serve a roti or a Sita who didn’t
go to the playground are not the problem. Their
depictions in a second-grade school book are.
We always thought that education was a sure-
shot means to level the playing field on issues
like gender, social justice, secularism and pov-
erty. Not in India.
Now, at 15 years of age, my son still remem-
bers that day when Ram didn’t serve rotis. His
idea of a society was fortunately not framed by
that picture or its meaning but by the inputs of
the world around him. In India, and for that mat-
ter in a large part of the world, patriarchy finds
us everywhere. It holds us ransom in the name
of tradition, culture and morality. With every rape,
the woman’s character, dress sense and au-
dacity to take on the world is questioned. The
anatomy of a sexual abuse is always dissected
through the body and mind of the victim. The
perpetrator is seen as a lone wolf. The society
at large goes scot-free till the next rape happens.
My son can now see this game a little more
clearly.
In my childhood, I hardly remember my father
and other male members of the family speak of
patriarchy in a manner in which I feel it is urgent

to discuss the issue with my son. They all were
quite liberal people who believed in the emanci-
pation of women. Most among the family were
comfortable with their daughters and sisters join-
ing feminist movements and political parties;
there was no bar on interfaith marriages. But
patriarchy still prevailed in the family. Inheritance
offered unequal shares to women. Some se-
crets of business were only for men to listen to.
Women were kept out. Girls were prompted to
dress “properly” because “the times were such”
and I always felt that we boys were treated with
a little more kindness than our female counter-
parts. This burden of privilege always weighed
upon me and I made sure that its transmission
to my son was cut off. Serving rotis at the table
is a good starting point. But he also has to do
more.
The indexing of patriarchy is the problem of the
modern world which my son will have to face
more than me. His modernity is different from
mine. His patriarchy is also different from mine.
He lives in a world which is well aware of patri-
archal practices but cunningly wants to wrap it-
self in a way that everything continues as is but
on a simmer. Status quo on a slow burner. We
now celebrate Mother’s Day. I told him the other
day what Deborah Levy had written in her biog-
raphy, Things I Don’t Want to Know (2013), “We
did not yet entirely understand that Mother, as
imagined and politicised by the Societal System,
was a delusion. The world loved the delusion
more than it loved the mother.”
As we grapple with the Kolkata rape, or the star-
tling conclusions of the Hema Committee report,
we arrive at the doorstep of a society unwilling
to mend itself. Every rape is a means to intro-
spect but as soon as we realise that we are
actually the problem, the chaos sets in. We
guard our patriarchy by not allowing Ram to fetch
rotis. It’s actually not about Sita. She’s fine.
I told Shayan, my son, that the first written word
in human history was amagi (or, amargia). It was
the first written reference to “freedom” and was
thought to mean “return to the mother”. It was
used to refer to the freedom granted to slaves.
That’s what we need to do as a society in this
country: We need to return to the mother. We
need this freedom urgently.

IAF Wing Commander accused of rape
by woman Flying Officer; FIR registered

Agencies, New Delhi
: A woman Flying Of-
ficer of Indian Air Force
has accused a Wing
Commander-rank of-
ficer, of rape, resulting
in a first information re-
port (FIR) being filed at
Budgam police station
in central Kashmir,
agency reported.
Both the IAF officer are
currently stationed in
Srinagar.
"After the complaint,
the FIR under "relevant
sections of the law"
was filed at Budgam
police station in central
Kashmir on Saturday,"
a senior police officer
told agency. "We are
aware of the case. The
Air Force Station in

Srinagar was ap-
proached by the local
Budgam police station
on the subject. We are
fully cooperating to-
wards this case," a se-
nior IAF official was
quoted by Agency as
saying.
What junior IAF officer
alleged?
According to a NDTV
report, the woman of-
ficer alleged she had
been suffering harass-
ment, sexual assault
and mental torture for
the past two years.
Agency cannot inde-
pendently verify this in-
formation.
In her complaint, the
woman claimed that
during the New Year

party at the officer's
mess on December
31, the Wing Com-
mander reportedly
asked her if she re-
ceived a gift.
On denial, the Wing
Commander told the
junior officer that the
gifts were in his room
and allegedly took her
there. According to the
woman officer, her su-
perior allegedly forced
her into oral sex and
molested her.
The woman claimed
she asked him to stop
and resist before
pushing him and run-
ning away. The Flying
Officer claimed that
when she visited the
office post the inci-

dent, the Wing Com-
mander reportedly be-
haved as if nothing
happened.
The victim said she
was guided by two
other women officers
to file a complaint. Ac-
cording to the NDTV
report, a Colonel-rank
officer was ordered to
probe the incident but
the Wing Commander
was made to sit down
with the woman to
record the state-
ments. The woman
claimed she objected
to the senior officer's
presence and later the
investigation was
closed to "hide mis-
takes of administra-
tion".
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HOTELS NAME AND ADDRESS IN SILCHAR
Borail View Hotel
Park Road, Silchar
Ph. : 03842-248561

Parijat Hotel & Restaurant
Trunk Road, Silchar
M. : 9531015673

Hotel Centre Palace
Central Road, Silchar
M. : 9152451846

J K Star Hotel
Lakhipur Road
Ph. : 03842-238694

The Cachar Club
Club Road, Silchar
Phone : 0342-263461

Hotel Kalpataru
Circuit House Road, Silchar
Phone:03842-245672

Hotel Siddharth
Nazirpatty, Tarapur
M. : 8811098517

Hotel Sudakshina
Silchar
Phone : 03842-230156

Riya Palace Hotel
Park Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-260200

Orbit Hotel
Central Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-235004

Ellora Hotel
Club Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-247412

Hotel J C International
Circuit House Road
Phone : 03842-260708

For any New
Entry in our

Hotel List

CONTACT

03842231397

Hotel Barak Continental
Nazirpatty, Silchar
Phone : 03842-231354

Hotel Oishee
Hospital Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-222007

Hotel Holiday Inn
Hospital Road, Silchar
M. : 9152444893

SPOT ON 37646 Ho-
tel
Central Road, Silchar
M. : 9152827339
Mayur Hotel
Hospital Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-230868

Maruti Hotel
Hospital Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-247702

Sewak Lodge
Premtola Point, Silchar
Phone : 03842-224013

Hotel Geetanjali
Club Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-236440

Hotel Shiva
Hailakandi Road, Silchar
M. : 9435070375

Sharma Hotel
VIP Road, Rongpur
M.: 8135046656

Hotel Galaxy
Ramnagar, Silchar
M. : 9435238522

Hotel Gateway
Norshingtola Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-238888

Rose Valley Hotel
Ukilpatty Silchar
Phone : 03842-235004

Hotel Aradhana
Sonai Road, Silchar
M. : 9435071128

Open Hotel
Panchayat Road
M. : 8723803770

Hotel Sarada Lodge
NN Dutta Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-261467

Hotel Kanishka
Narshingtola, Silchar
M. : 8723060119

Narataj Hotel
Itkhola Road, Silchar
M. : 7002533121

Hotel Bengal
Itkhola Road, Silchar
M.: 8011703273

Hotel Rambo
Sonai Road, Rangirkhari
M. : 9401429292

Bani Hotel
Narshingtola, Silchar
Phone : 03842-262904

Hotel Ashroy
Central Road, Silchar
M. : 7002879083

Hotel Dhakya
Club Road, Silchar
M. : 9859975760

Samrat Hotel
Sonai Road, Rangirkhari
M. : 8720999745

Hotel Suruchi
Gopal Ganj, Silchar
Phone : 03842-260223

Hotel Milan Sree
Premtala Point, Silchar
M. : 7002195499

Hotel Anjali
Nazirpatty, Silchar
M. : 9957566210

J L Loadge
Central Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-234212

Swagat Hotel
Central Road, Silchar
Phone : 03842-231130

Hotel Dreamland
Circuit House Road, Silchar
M.: 9435811209

Sri Nataraj Hotel &
Testaurant
Station Road, Tarapur
M. : 9706551627

Hiranmoyee Lodge
Club Road, Silchar
Ph. : 03842-247567

Mamoni Hotel
Station Road, Tarapur
M. : 8402964129

 Sai Lodge
 Itkhola Bazar, Silchar
 Mobile-8761945190

HOTELS NAME AND ADDRESS IN GUWAHATI

VIP International Hotel
Kahilipara, Guwahati
M. : 9613092338
Phone : 0361-2472798

Hotel Nandan
Paltan Bazar, G.S.Road
M. : 97060 98845

Trimurty International
GS Road, Paltan Bazar

Janta Hotel
Paltanbazar
Phone-0361-2739723

Mayur Hotel
Paltanbazar
M. : 076700 02100

Nakshatra Hotel
Beltola
M. : 99571 81929

Kironshree Portico
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2735300

Atithi Hotel
Paltanbazar
Ph. : 0361-273 2111

Ambarish Hotel
Paltanbazar
Ph. : 0361 234 6709

Ambassador Hotel
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361 254 4886

Hotel Embassy
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2544886

Vandana Hotel
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2739555

Hotel City Heart
Rehabari
Ph.: 0361-2130160

Geetanjali Hotel
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2541346

Hotel Sampat Plaza
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2730770

Sumi Lodge
Paltanbazar
M.: 9864202539

Hotel Brindavan
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2912222

Hotel Rajdoot
Paltanbazar
Ph. : 0361-2522461

Hotel Joydurga
Paltanbazar
Ph. : 0361-2544138

Capital Lodge
Dispur
Ph. : 0361-2265871

Sinha Lodge
Ganeshguri
Ph.: 0361-2201509

Radisson Blu Hotel
Gotanagar, NH-37
Ph.: 0361-7100100

Hotel Novotel
Dispur
Ph. : 0361-7104444

Vivanta BY TAJ
Khanapara
Ph.: 0361-7106774

Tribeni Lodge
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2734466

Hotel Prince
Paltanbazar
Ph.: 0361-2548831

Hotel Tibet
Paltanbazar
Ph. : 0361-2519815

Hotel President
Gnb Road, Panbazar
Ph. : 0361-2544682

Grand Starline Hotel
G S Road
Ph. : 0361-2341755

Hotel Vandana
Paltanbazar
M. : 9152827339

Hotel Rituraj
Fancy Bazar
M. : 9152767057

Hotel Siroy Classic
Paltanbazar
M. : 9152710110

Eastin Homestay
Zoo Road
M. : 9152677105

Rains Inn
Paltanbazar
M. : 9957223231,  8751983810

Hotel Mahalaxmi Indo Myanmar
Paltanbazar
M. : 9152618512

Saraighat Lodge
Khanapara
M. : 9935119442

For any
New
Entry

in our
Hotel List
CONTACT

03842-
231397

With Tukaram Mundhe’s crackdown, a question:
Why celebrate civil servants for doing their jobs?

Agencies, New Delhi
: That should concern
us as much as it
pleases us. Inspecting
food businesses and
protecting consumers
is precisely what a
food regulator is estab-
lished to do. Yet a road
being relaid can turn an
officer into a hero, an
encroachment being
cleared into a crusade
and an unsafe estab-
lishment being shut into
a social-media spec-
tacle. We have low-
ered the minimum
standard of what the
state is expected to
deliver. The problem
extends well beyond
food. We have become
desensitised to fake
drugs, fake doctors
and dubious hospitals,
even when the conse-
quences can be fatal.
We tolerate unsafe
buildings, illegal con-
struction, encroach-
ments, polluted air, bro-
ken roads and public
spaces hostile to ordi-
nary life. Street-level
encroachments can
survive because citi-
zens know that chal-
lenging them may
mean confronting net-
works of local political,
bureaucratic and po-
lice interests. Corrup-
tion keeps many such
arrangements alive.
Until someone gets
stuck. Until someone

falls ill. Until someone
dies. Then the state
arrives, usually after
the damage. A serious
economy cannot treat
this as episodic the-
atre. If India compares
itself with leading
economies on growth,
investment, technology
and infrastructure, it
must also compare it-
self on consumer pro-
tection and enforce-
ment. Laws work when
detection is credible,
and consequences are
swift, certain and se-
vere enough to change
behaviour. India’s prob-
lem is increasingly the
unpredictability of en-
forcement and the ne-
gotiability of conse-
quences. A law that is
rarely enforced be-
comes a suggestion. A
penalty that can be ab-
sorbed becomes a
cost of doing business.
A prosecution delayed
for years becomes a
calculated risk. Once
the headlines fade, the
risk remains manage-
able. Call it a “manage-
ment” fee. For busi-
nesses protected by
patronage, political re-
lationships or adminis-
trative discretion, en-
forcement may simply
raise the cost of obtain-
ing protection without
dismantling the ar-
rangement. A tough of-
ficer can increase the

cost of corruption for a
sector without eliminat-
ing the corruption itself.
Citizens may see a
crackdown, but not
necessarily a durable
change in outcomes.
That is where the po-
litical system deserves
sharper scrutiny.
Tough officers are often
outliers tolerated while
public attention is in-
tense. They may be
supported when their
actions generate
favourable headlines.
The real test comes
when enforcement col-
lides with political inter-
ests, influential busi-
nesses or established
local arrangements.
Then we discover
whether the system
wants independent ad-
ministration or merely
tolerates the appear-
ance of it. Perhaps
popular culture has
shaped our response
to this as well. We
have spent years
watching the Singham
archetype on screen:
The fearless officer
who ignores pressure,
cuts through obstacles
and delivers instant jus-
tice. When a real of-
ficer displays even a
fraction of that institu-
tional courage, we in-
stinctively cast him in
the same role. The
irony is revealing. A re-
public, however, can-

not depend on finding a
Singham every time
the system needs to
function. The vulner-
ability of the civil ser-
vant is central to this
failure. Bureaucrats
must remain politically
neutral, implement the
elected government’s
policies and serve the
public interest. But
postings and transfers
can become instru-
ments of reward and
punishment. When
putting one’s neck out
can shorten a tenure
while keeping one’s
head down carries little
professional cost, sur-
vival becomes rational.
Politicians cannot es-
cape responsibility.
Where administrative
independence is vul-
nerable to political pa-
tronage, the elected
executive owns the in-
stitutional conse-
quences. Nor can bu-
reaucrats claim inno-
cence. Officials who
bend rules for conve-
nience, cultivate politi-
cal patrons or remain
silent under unlawful
pressure help preserve
the machinery they
may later criticise.
Some discover the lan-
guage of institutional
integrity only after re-
tirement. Many civil ser-
vants have faced genu-
ine constraints, but a
system in which pub-

lic-interest courage be-
comes safest after re-
tirement has a serious
design flaw. The an-
swer is not another
search for an “honest
officer”. India needs in-
stitutions that make
professional integrity
easier, political interfer-
ence harder, adminis-
trative failure visible
and retaliation against
officials costly. That
also requires accepting
a basic principle:
Regulatory toughness
must remain lawful. A
strong regulator must
be proportionate and
accountable. Due pro-
cess cannot be sacri-
ficed, but neither can it
become a refuge for
businesses that know-
ingly put consumers at
risk. The political ques-
tion is more fundamen-
tal. Where are the pil-
lars of democracy
when citizens cannot
challenge even a small
encroachment without
earning the wrath of lo-
cal power networks?
Where is political mo-
rality when liveable cit-
ies remain an electoral
promise while those
exercising power enjoy
the privileges of func-
tioning public sys-
tems? And where is
bureaucratic integrity
when doing nothing is
safer than doing the
right thing?

Shikshagraha partners with
Teach For India to

strengthen public education
Agencies, Bengaluru : Shikshagraha on Monday announced its part-
nership with Teach For India, bringing together the latter's 17 years of
experience in nurturing teachers, young leaders and alumni.
The partnership will add this experience to a movement that has already
mobilised more than 3.9 lakh leaders across 2.1 lakh public schools.
Shikshagraha is a people's movement working to strengthen one million
public schools across India so that every child can learn well and be
prepared for the future, it said.
In a statement, Shikshagraha said the partnership brings together two
complementary approaches to public education.
Teach For India brings its experience in developing leaders in classrooms,
while Shikshagraha contributes its growing network of more than 40 civil
society organisations working with communities, governments and
schools to drive collective action.
Shikshagraha said it had spent the last several years turning that collec-
tive effort into measurable action, with more than 15.6 lakh micro-im-
provements made across public schools, led by over 3.9 lakh leaders
and reaching more than 2.1 lakh schools.
Of these, nearly 45,000 changes were driven directly by communities, it
said.
More than 40 civil society organisations working across 16 states are
already part of the Shikshagraha network, it said.
Khushboo Awasthi, Chief Curator, Shikshagraha, said the organisation
was delighted to welcome Teach For India to its network.
"Together, we hope to connect and amplify the agency of teachers, par-
ents, young leaders, communities and institutions, so that every act of
change can travel further and ultimately every child can experience a
school where they are seen, supported and allowed to flourish and be
future-ready," she said.
Teach For India CEO Shaheen Mistri said Shikshagraha's vision of a
movement of one million schools, led not by any one organisation but by
millions of people choosing to act, was the kind of shared vision that
could bring about meaningful change in education.
"This collective values the depth it takes to nurture leadership, and the
vast network it takes to connect that leadership to a national movement,"
she said.
"Working together means Teach For India Fellows and alumni get a big-
ger canvas for the change they are already making, and every child gets
more adults, in more places, working together to unleash their greatest
potential," she added.
Over the coming year, Shikshagraha said the partnership would focus
on fellowship and leadership design, the Fellows and alumni network,
and developing a shared narrative around leadership, student voice and
agency.
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What’s hurting Brazil’s national football team:
Musical chairs with managers, Vinicius’ low

impact, gameplan like that of European teams

Asian Champions Trophy hockey:
India toy with Malaysia in 8-1

thrashing for third straight win;
Raj Kumar Pal scores three goals

Agencies, New Delhi
: On the eve of Brazil’s
World Cup Qualifier
against Paraguay,
coach Dorival Jr chan-
neled his inner Jurgen
Klopp and said, “We
will be in the 2026
World Cup final. We
will be finalists. You
can film me while I’m
saying this. I have no
doubts. We will be
there”. The lofty predic-
tion echoed what Klopp
had said in 2022 when
his Liverpool side was
beaten by Real Madrid
in the Champions
League final.
This was the Selecao’s
fourth loss in five
matches in the World
Cup Qualifiers and
leaves them 5th in the
CONMEBOL stand-
ings. The 5-time World
Champions have been
dealing with an identity
crisis for a pretty long
time. Two major
quarterfinal exits; at the
2022 World Cup and
the loss to Uruguay in
a penalty shootout of
Copa America earlier
this year has dimin-
ished the aura of the
Selecao.
If you ask a casual fan
what they remember
of the Brazil of yester-
years, they would
likely point out the
players’ individual flair
and creative and slick
build up play. If you
look at the current Bra-
zil team, you wouldn’t
be able to distinguish
their style of play from

any other European
side, most of whom go
for a tactical approach
rather than a free-flow-
ing one.
Most of the attacking
players who line up for
this current team are
from European clubs
with Vinicius Jr.,
Rodrygo and Endrick
all from Real Madrid,
while midfielders
Lucas Paqueta and
Bruno Guimaraes play
for Premier League
sides West Ham and
Newcastle respec-
tively. Somewhere
through their develop-
ment and in order to
bed in with their club
style, Brazil’s famous
Joga Bonito has been
stifled under the more
conservative and tac-
tical approach.
If you need any proof
about how creatively
stunted this team has
become, look back at

the Copa defeat to Uru-
guay where Brazil had
just 3 shots on target
the whole match with
their latest star kid
Endrick making one
successful pass in 90
minutes, that too from
the kick off. Against
Paraguay on Wednes-
day, they failed to get
a shot on target in the
first half before getting
just 3 shots on target
in the second half.
That is simply not good
enough for a team
which has a player like
Vinicius Jr, a Ballon
d’Or hopeful.
The form of the Real
Madrid star man has
been a cause of con-
cern for the Selecao,
with the UCL winner
unable to create the
same impact in a ca-
nary yellow shirt like
he does in the royal
white of the Los
Blancos. In the last 2

matches for Brazil,
Vinicius attempted just
six dribbles, pulling off
just one successful
one while he managed
just 4 shots on target.
More worryingly, he
has scored just 5
goals and provided 5
assists in 35 matches
for his national team
since his debut in
2019, which are abys-
mal numbers for a
player who played in 2
Copa Americas and a
World Cup.
The national coach’s
position resembling a
literal game of musical
chairs haven’t helped
the team either with
Brazil employing three
managers since their
exit from the 2022
World Cup. Ramon
Menezes and
Fernando Diniz were
both given the job as
interim boss before
the board settled on

Dorival but even after
one year, he is yet to
put a firm imprint on
the side, which is cry-
ing out for the return of
its most recognizable
star Neymar, out with
an injury since Octo-
ber of last year.
“You’re fighting for
your best and it doesn’t
always happen. I could
feel it. Not just with
Viní. The way the first
half went, we were
missing a lot, I’m re-
sponsible for that,”
Dorival said after the
Paraguay loss. That’s
all well and good for
now but you can imag-
ine the pressure al-
ready mounting for the
coach who will have to
contend with Chile and
Peru in October for
another round of quali-
fiers, matches that will
surely act as a litmus
test for him and his
team.

Agencies, New Delhi
: Harmanpreet Singh,
usually the last man
standing in Indian de-
fence, was suddenly in
the attacking third, glid-
ing past Malaysian play-
ers with slick stick-work
and having a go at the
goal.
It was one of those rare
matches in which the
India captain did not
have to worry about
protecting a lead in the
dying minutes. His
team had an extra-
large lead – 8-1. And
Harmanpreet tried
something he never
does – scoring a field
goal.
He couldn’t. But the
way India were toying
with Malaysia in their
Asian Champions Tro-
phy hockey encounter
demonstrated the
team’s superiority yet
again.
Three matches, three

wins, 16 goals scored
and just two conceded.
Four Indians (Raj
Kumar Pal, Sukhjeet
Singh, Uttam Singh
and Abhishek) are
among the top five
scorers of the tourna-
ment where India have
scored almost one-
third of the goals.
Getting deadlier with
every passing match,
increasing their goal
tally each time, India
demolished Malaysia,
once a banana-skin
opponent, by a seven-
goal margin in their
third match of the com-
petition to extend their
lead at the top of the
table. The result –
India’s biggest win over
Malaysia, as per Inter-
national Hockey Fed-
eration records –
means Craig Fulton’s
side is the only team
with a 100 percent win-
ning record so far.

South Korea, placed
second, and third-
placed Pakistan are the
two other unbeaten
teams, but they have
drawn two of their three
matches. These two
teams will be India’s
next opponents – they
play South Korea on
Thursday followed by
Pakistan on Saturday.
Both will be wary of tak-
ing on the high-flying
Olympic bronze med-
allists, who have been
making short work of
their Asian opponents.
It took India less than
two minutes to open
the scoring against Ja-
pan on Monday. On
Wednesday, they
needed an extra
minute. Raj Kumar Pal
– the only contentious
pick in the Paris Olym-
pics squad – continued
to prove his naysayers
wrong as he dribbled
his way into the Malay-
sian ‘D’ and flicked the
ball past the goalkeeper
to open the floodgates
for India. Three min-
utes later, Araijeet
Singh Hundal doubled
India’s lead by finding
the corner of the Malay-
sian post. A minute
later, penalty corner
specialist Jugraj Singh
added one with a pow-
erful drag flick. As was
the case against Ja-
pan, the outcome was
sealed inside the open-
ing 10 minutes and all
that was left to be seen
was how many goals
India would score. As it
turned out, the three
quick goals were only
the beginning of
Malaysia’s misery.
Harmanpreet, the high-
est goal-scorer of the
Paris Olympics, buried
the ball into the Malay-
sian goal with a vintage
flick to make it 4-0 in the
22nd minute. Three
minutes later, Araijeet
and Uttam Singh com-
bined to set-up Raj
Kumar, who ensured
India went into the half-
time break with a 5-0
lead. After Rajkumar
had found the target for
the third time, Malaysia
managed to pull a goal
back soon through
Anuar Akhimullah but
that proved to be mere
consolation.

Kohli, Bumrah set to join forces with Babar,
Shaheen as star-studded tournament 'in

talks' to return after 18 years

Pujara replacement in
India's 'Big 3' identified
as Lyon set for 'massive

challenge': 'They got
Rohit, Kohli and...'

Agencies, New Delhi : Nathan Lyon was in ab-
solute awe of Cheteshwar Pujara after his val-
iant knock of 59 on utterly treacherous Indore
conditions last March, in what was their
penultimate face-off in their rivalry. "I wouldn't
describe him as flashy or anything like that, but
he's an unbelievable cricketer and I've got a lot
of respect for the way he goes about it," said
Lyon after the match. The rivalry spanned 1293
balls - the most in a batter-bowler combination
in Test cricket since 2010, with the Indian scor-
ing 570 runs and the Aussie picking up 13 wick-
ets. But for the first time in 11 years, Lyon won't
be up against Pujara in a Border-Gavaskar se-
ries face-off with the veteran batter no longer in
BCCI's scheme of things. But the BGT legend
has identified Pujara's replacement.
Pujara was the Player of the Series in India's
historic 2018/19 series win in Australia. He
scored 521 runs in the contest at 74.42, with
three centuries and a fifty, the second-highest
run tally by a visiting Indian batter Down Under
after Virat Kohli (692 runs in 2014/15) and Dravid
(619 runs in 2003/04). Overall, he scored 993
runs on Australian soil in 11 appearances, the
fourth-best tally by an Indian batter.
However, with the Indian selectors having long
hinted at moving on from the likes of senior bat-
ters like Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane, the two won't
be part of the upcoming tour of Australia later in
December. But Lyon, in conversation with Star
Sports, revealed a new name as part of India's
'Big Three' in the batting line-up. "They got Rohit
Sharma , Virat Kohli , Rishabh Pant are prob-
ably going to be really big 3 ones. But they still
got Jaiswal, Gill, Jadeja. Wonder who else would
come out at No. 5.

Agencies, New Delhi
: In a major develop-
ment, cricketers from
India and Pakistan
could team up to form
a dream Playing XI as
the possibility of bring-
ing back the star-stud-
ded Afro-Asia Cup is
being mulled by
cricketing bodies. The
Afro-Asia Cup, played
in the year 2005 and
2007 featured two
teams – Asia XI featur-
ing the most renowned
cricketers from the
sub-continent and an
Africa XI comprising
players from South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe, Kenya
and neighbouring na-
tions. After two suc-
cessful editions, the
tournament could not
return owing to ten-
sions between India
and Pakistan. The
2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks put a hold on
cricketing ties between
the two nations, with
India and Pakistan play-
ing just a solitary bilat-
eral series in 2012
since. However, with
Jay Shah set to be-

come the new ICC
president in Decem-
ber, discussion are to
take place about a pro-
posed reboot of the
tournament, and even-
tually marking its full-
fledged return in due
time. Played in the ODI
format the last time it
was held, the Afro-Asia
Cup could be con-
tested in T20s. Chair-
man of the African
Cricket Association
Samod Damodar
touched upon an up-
date regarding the
same, giving insights
as to whether the idea
will see light of the day.
"Personally, I am very

hurt that it (Afro-Asia
Cup) didn't happen.
There was not ad-
equate momentum
through the ACA, but it
is being looked at
again. I think it was ba-
sically a lack of under-
standing and not buy-
ing into the concept.
Our members are re-
gretting it. It needed to
be pushed by Africa,"
Damodar was quoted
as saying in a Forbes'
report. Possibilities of
an India-Pakistan
dream team If the pro-
posal comes to a frui-
tion – possibly in 2025
– world cricket could
be heading towards an

alliance many though
was never possible –
Indian and Pakistan
cricketers teaming up.
Imagine the sight of
some of their best ath-
letes – Virat Kohli,
Babar Azam, Jasprit
Bumrah, Shaheen
Afridi, Rohit Sharma,
Mohammad Rizwan –
high-fiving and celebrat-
ing a wicket – could be-
ing a treat to the sore
eyes. 21 years ago,
when the first Afro-Asia
Cup was played in 2005,
the Asian XI featured
Virender Sehwag,
Shahid Afridi, Kumar
Sangakkara, Mahela
J a y a w a r d e n e ,

I n z a m a m - u l - H a q ,
Ashish Nehra, Zaheer
Khan and Shoaib Akhtar.
Two years later in 2007,
MS Dhoni jumped into
the picture and blasted
139 with four and five
sixes. The report men-
tions how the Afro-Asia
Cup was almost revived
two years ago and was
all set to get a go-ahead.
The returning tourna-
ment could have taken
place in 2023, but didn't
materialise due to inter-
nal turmoil within the
ACA, and hit a road-
block. However, the
dream of reviving it is
closer than ever this
time around. If it comes
through, the world will
get to see more in-
stances of India and
Pakistan cricketers
sharing the field – let
alone as teammates.
With bilateral ties sev-
ered between the two
nations, India and Paki-
stan only play each
other in ICC tourna-
ments and the Asia Cup,
but Damodar is keen to
add a new layer to this
dynamic.
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Next employment challenge is about better jobs

Delhi must build, but it must also preserve

‘Severe Displeasure’ censure in Poonch case
shows Indian Army holds its own to account

A hard test for
X’s transparency
pledge in India

Agencies, New Delhi : Within days came the
response from the establishment in India. On
August 18, a senior Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY) official told re-
porters that X “will have to comply with the In-
dian laws,” adding that orders issued under Sec-
tion 69A are “intended to be maintained as con-
fidential.”
The heart of the difficulty is Rule 16 of the Infor-
mation Technology (Blocking) Rules, 2009, the
operative framework under Section 69A, which
mandates strict confidentiality over all requests
and actions taken. Secrecy is what lets the ex-
ecutive block content often without a reasoned
public order and without notifying the person
whose content is blocked.
That is the direct collision. X proposes to pub-
lish exactly what Rule 16 forbids — that an or-
der exists, which body issued it, and on what
basis. And the stakes are not merely civil. Sec-
tion 69A attaches criminal liability, including im-
prisonment up to seven years, to an intermedi-
ary that fails to comply. Because X operates as
a locally incorporated entity with resident com-
pliance and grievance officers, those conse-
quences land on identifiable individuals inside
the country.
There is a more immediate problem: The mecha-
nism does not yet do what Musk claimed. The
August release paired the open-sourced “Phoe-
nix” recommendation code with a pilot feature,
“Under the Hood”, that shows selected users
visibility labels on their own accounts, like spam
flags and reach restrictions, not the government
request behind a block. A 69A order works sepa-
rately, and the user sees only the familiar “with-
held in India” notice, naming neither order nor
agency.
Meanwhile, a growing share of Indian takedowns
no longer flows through Section 69A. Since a
2023 MeitY memorandum, ministries, states,
and police issue orders under Section 79(3)(b),
routed through the MHA’s “Sahyog” portal, which
X calls a censorship portal. Section 69A orders
themselves have surged, from roughly 6,000 a
year through 2023 to about 24,300 in 2025.
Where orders arrive without a stated basis, X
has little to surface even if it wanted to.
Then there is will. X brands itself a free-speech
absolutist, yet complies with 83 to 99 per cent
of demands. In July 2025, it said the government
ordered 2,355 accounts blocked, including
Reuters, within an hour — X objected loudly, then
complied, restoring Reuters only after a public
outcry.
Nor is the law shifting X’s way. In September
2025, the Karnataka High Court dismissed its
Sahyog challenge, calling the portal “an instru-
ment of public good”; X’s appeal and parallel
Bombay petitions were consolidated when the
Supreme Court stayed all four in July 2026.

Agencies, New Delhi
: The Armed Forces
Tribunal’s (AFT) ruling
upholding the “severe
displeasure” censure
against the Rashtriya
Rifles Sector Com-
mander, a Brigadier, is
more than an adminis-
trative footnote. It reaf-
firms the Indian
military’s commitment
to internal accountabil-
ity and command re-
sponsibility. By validat-
ing an internal admin-
istrative measure over
external intervention,
the tribunal demon-
strates that the armed
forces possess robust
self-regulating internal
accountability mecha-
nisms to address op-
erational lapses.
The armed forces
broadly split penalties
into two types: Disci-
plinary and administra-
tive. Disciplinary action
comes through a court-
martial for serious of-
fences under the Army
Act, with penalties in-
cluding imprisonment,
loss of rank or dis-
missal. Administrative
action, however, deals
with lapses of leader-
ship, judgement and
oversight that may not
warrant a full trial but
cannot be ignored. A
censure of “severe dis-
pleasure” may sound

mild, but it carries a
telling effect on career
progression.
The Indian Army main-
tains a zero-tolerance
policy towards human
rights violations. While
genuine errors of judg-
ment can occur in the
fog of war, intentional
breaches are treated
with utmost serious-
ness. By rejecting the
officer’s appeal, the Tri-
bunal did not merely
validate an administra-
tive action. It under-
scored that the military
possesses both the
moral clarity and the
institutional machinery
to uphold the highest
ethical standards from
within.
While a high-stress
counter-terrorist envi-
ronment can severely
test operational disci-
pline, the Army’s re-
sponse in the Poonch
incident was self-cor-
recting. Instead of de-
flecting blame or wait-
ing for external over-
sight, it ordered its own
Court of Inquiry. That
scrutiny ultimately held
the Sector Com-
mander administra-
tively responsible for
severe lapses in com-
mand oversight and
control.
This is why the ruling is
a landmark. It rein-

forces the principle of
command responsibil-
ity: That a superior is
responsible not only for
what he orders, but for
what he fails to prevent
when he fails to super-
vise, train and disci-
pline his troops. By ap-
plying this principle to
the Poonch incident,
the Army has once
again confirmed that its
internal legal mecha-
nisms are sophisti-
cated enough to hold a
commander account-
able, irrespective of
rank, without requiring
outside intervention.
Section 7 of AFSPA
protects personnel act-
ing in good faith from
prosecution by outside
agencies without prior
sanction of the central
government. However,
that protection did not
stop the Army’s internal
departmental review.
This is critical, as it
shows that the military
does not use AFSPA to
hide from basic disci-
pline. Instead, it uses
the Army Act to ensure
that emergency pow-
ers are matched with
even higher profes-
sional standards.
This ruling reinforces
the Army’s own long-
standing ethos: That its
true legitimacy rests on
professional discipline,

even when facing a bru-
tal adversary. The AFT
explicitly tackled the
emotional fallout of
combat, reinforcing the
Army’s doctrine that
human grief and the
natural impulse for re-
taliation must always
yield to the strictures of
law.
It does not weaken the
chain of command, but
fortifies it and proves
that the military’s “win-
ning hearts and minds”
doctrine is deeply in-
grained in operational
reality, and not just a
public relations exer-
cise.
Far from damaging
morale or causing
hesitation in high-
stakes operations, this
kind of internal resolu-
tion strengthens the
force. It reassures the
rank-and-file that they
serve in an institution
governed by honour,
fairness and clear
boundaries.
In counter-terror op-
erations, the trust of the
Awaam — the local
population — is the
Army’s central
weapon. After all, they
are the centre of grav-
ity in any counter-insur-
gency/counter-terrorist
operation. Human intel-
ligence dries up, over-
ground workers multi-

ply, and every operation
becomes harder when
that trust is broken.
One incident of per-
ceived impunity can
undo years of confi-
dence-building. The
Army knows this better
than any commentator.
This is far from the first
time the Army has dem-
onstrated its capacity
for rigorous self-cor-
rection. This instinct is
institutional memory,
not an exception.
In 2010, when a
“staged” encounter
came to light in the
Machil sector, where
three civilians were
killed and passed off as
infiltrating terrorists, the
Army did not shield the
guilty. It initiated disci-
plinary proceedings
and a court-martial
sentenced the person-
nel to life imprison-
ment.
In July 2020, in
Amshipora, three
labourers from Rajouri
were killed and falsely
branded as terrorists.
The Army did not wait
for a formal police
chargesheet. It initiated
its own inquiry, publicly
declared that prima fa-
cie the provisions of
AFSPA had been vio-
lated, and put an officer
on court-martial for vio-
lating Standard Operat-

ing Procedures.
The world took note of
Indian soldiers’ pro-
fessionalism during
the Kargil conflict in
1999. When Pakistan
refused to acknowl-
edge its own dead sol-
diers, leaving bodies
on the icy heights, it
was Indian soldiers
who collected them,
offered Namaz, and
buried them with full
military honours under
the Geneva Conven-
tions. That is why, glo-
bally, the Indian sol-
dier is celebrated for
discipline.
In an era where institu-
tions often panic under
scrutiny, the Indian mili-
tary has shown what a
mature institution does:
It investigates its own
senior leadership, vali-
dates administrative
censure from within,
and proves that true
power lies in absolute
accountability.
The buck did stop at
the top in Poonch. That
is why this case will
endure as a blueprint:
Not of a failure, but of
an Army confident
enough to correct itself
to protect both national
security and human
dignity, ensuring that
no rank is above the
timeless code of insti-
tutional honour.

Agencies, New Delhi
: As India advances to-
wards the Prime
Minister ’s vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047,
Delhi must demon-
strate how a growing
metropolis can com-
bine development with
environmental restora-
tion and heritage con-
servation. The Master
Plan for Delhi 2047 pro-
vides an opportunity to
place these principles
at the heart of the
capital’s future. Cli-
mate change has fun-
damentally rewritten
the rules of urban plan-
ning. Rising tempera-
tures, extreme rainfall,
acute water stress, de-
teriorating air quality,
and biodiversity loss di-
rectly affect the health
and quality of life of our
citizens. Consequently,
rivers, forests, wet-
lands, lakes and parks
can no longer be
viewed merely as envi-
ronmental amenities or

aesthetic additions.
They are essential
components of urban
infrastructure. MPD-
2047 envisages an in-
terconnected Green-
Blue network that inte-
grates the Yamuna, the
Ridge, forests,
biodiversity parks, wa-
ter bodies, drains,
neighbourhood parks,
and open spaces into
a unified ecological
system For centuries,
the Yamuna has
shaped Delhi’s geogra-
phy, history, and
civilisation. Yet rapid
urbanisation has
placed unprecedented
stress on its ecosys-
tem and floodplains.
MPD-2047 places the
river at the centre of
Delhi’s ecological re-
generation. Nearly
1,700 hectares of the
Yamuna floodplains are
proposed to be pro-
tected, conserved and
ecologically restored
through multiple sys-

tematic restoration ini-
tiatives. To tackle pollu-
tion at its source, the
strategy focuses on in-
tercepting and treating
drains flowing into the
river through upgraded
sewage treatment in-
frastructure, con-
structed wetlands, and
bioremediation. To-
gether, these mea-
sures will restore the
river ’s ecological
health and natural
floodplain functions.
The larger objective,
however, goes beyond
environmental restora-
tion. Delhi must also
rebuild its relationship
with the river. A pro-
posed 52-kilometre cy-
cling corridor, along-
side walking trails, pub-
lic greens, and man-
aged recreational
spaces, will reconnect
citizens with the water-
front. Complementing
the Yamuna is Delhi’s
other major ecological
pillar — the Delhi

Ridge, an extension of
the ancient Aravalli
Range. MPD-2047
plans the ecological
restoration of approxi-
mately 7,784 hectares
of the Ridge, prioritising
native species and sci-
entific ecosystem
management. The ob-
jective is not simply to
increase the number of
trees, but to restore
healthier ecosystems
capable of supporting
local biodiversity and
strengthening the
capital’s long-term en-
vironmental balance.
Urban forests,
biodiversity parks and
ecological corridors will
further complement
this network. When
connected with parks,
water bodies and other
open spaces, they can
create a citywide eco-
logical framework sup-
porting cleaner air,
cooler neighbourhoods
and healthier commu-
nities. Few cities pos-

sess a historical
legacy as rich and di-
verse as Delhi. Its forts,
m o n u m e n t s ,
stepwells, archaeologi-
cal remains, historic
neighbourhoods and
architectural precincts
tell the story of the
many eras that have
shaped the city. Heri-
tage must remain a liv-
ing part of the city, pro-
tected and preserved
while continuing to
serve contemporary
needs and remain con-
nected to the lives and
aspirations of its
people. MPD-2047 en-
visages bringing
around 1,500 heritage
assets under Cultural
Resource Management
Plans, creating a sys-
tematic framework for
their long-term protec-
tion and sensitive man-
agement. This will help
move heritage conser-
vation from an isolated
effort towards a more
structured and inte-

grated approach. The
plan also seeks to make
conservation more
practical and economi-
cally viable through
planning and financial
incentives, including
Transferable Develop-
ment Rights (TDR),
façade retention and
appropriate relaxation
of space standards by
the competent authority,
while ensuring neces-
sary fire and life-safety
requirements. The ob-
jective is to ensure that
conservation is not
seen as a burden, but
as an opportunity to
preserve Delhi’s identity
while giving heritage
properties a sustain-
able future. Well-con-
served historic areas
can generate tourism,
cultural activity, employ-
ment and opportunities
for local businesses.
Delhi has enormous
potential to build a simi-
lar heritage economy by
creating vibrant destina-

tions around its historic
assets. MPD-2047 pro-
poses heritage, cultural
and festival circuits
connecting monu-
ments, historic pre-
cincts and public
spaces. These can en-
courage visitors to ex-
perience Delhi not sim-
ply as a collection of in-
dividual monuments,
but as a living historical
landscape. The aim is
also to create heritage
precincts that remain
active beyond conven-
tional visiting hours.
24×7 cultural, tourism,
hospitality and local
economic activities
can bring greater vital-
ity to these areas and
support local crafts,
food, cultural enter-
prises and tourism ser-
vices. Better public
spaces and pedes-
trian-friendly environ-
ments can further en-
hance the experience
for residents and visi-
tors. In this way, heri-

tage conservation can
become a powerful in-
strument of urban re-
generation, tourism,
employment and local
economic develop-
ment, while preserving
the character that
makes Delhi unique.
The core strength of
MPD-2047 lies in unit-
ing ecological and cul-
tural planning.  Delhi’s
ecological and cultural
assets do not exist in-
dependently. Many his-
toric sites are located
within or adjacent to for-
ests, water bodies, the
Ridge, and the Yamuna
landscape. Connecting
these heritage sites
with greenways, cy-
cling paths, and re-
vived water systems
creates a holistic urban
experience. As India
moves toward Viksit
Bharat 2047, Delhi
must prove that devel-
opment and conserva-
tion are complemen-
tary, not conflicting.

Agencies, New Delhi
: NITI Aayog’s report,
Reimagining Skilling for
Viksit Bharat@2047,
released on August 18,
places the challenge
within a blueprint for
demand-led, industry-
linked and outcome-ori-
ented skilling. It esti-
mates that 9 crore
young Indians were
neither in education,
employment nor train-

ing, excluding those
seeking jobs, and that
about 88 per cent were
engaged in domestic
duties. It is inaccurate
to describe all of them
as unemployed. But it’s
also true that millions of
young women remain
outside paid work be-
cause unpaid care,
safety, mobility, social
norms and limited local
opportunities restrict

choice.
Care is also needed
when monthly, weekly
and annual labour data
are discussed together.
The monthly Periodic
Labour Force Survey
bulletin provides a cur-
rent pulse, but its Cur-
rent Weekly Status
classifies activity over
the preceding seven
days; the annual
survey’s usual status

captures the durable
yearly pattern. Monthly
and weekly-status fig-
ures should track
short-term movement,
while annual usual-sta-
tus figures assess
structural progress.
They are not inter-
changeable.
The aspiration of 2
crore jobs a year also
needs clarity. It cannot
mean 2 crore salaried

government posts an-
nually. The provisional
KLEMS series records
17.18 crore additional
workers over nine
years through 2023-24,
averaging about 1.9
crore a year. That is
meaningful expansion,
but aggregate numbers
cannot settle the de-
bate. India should pub-
lish an employment
dashboard covering

formalisation, real
wage growth, social
security, hours worked,
sectoral productivity
and movement from
low-income work into
stable careers.
This brings us to every
family’s concern:
Where is the opportu-
nity after graduation?
Educated unemploy-
ment among first-time
entrants is real.


