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Tamil Nadu

Census duty: Madras HC seeks State response 
as PG teachers seek exemption

MADURAI: The 
Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court on 
Tuesday sought a response 
from the State and suo 

motu impleaded the Chief 
Educational Officers of 
southern and central dis-
tricts in a PIL seeking 
exemption of postgraduate 

teachers from census 
duties for two months. 
The petitioner contended 
that their deployment for 
census work would affect 
the teaching of students 
appearing for public 
examinations. 

The Division Bench 
comprising Justices CV 
Karthikeyan and R 
Sakthivel issued the 
direction when the Tamil 
Nadu Higher Secondary 
Post Graduate Teachers 
Association, Chennai, 
sought an interim order 
restraining the authori-
ties from allotting census 
duties to PG teachers in 
August 2026 and February 
2027, particularly those 
handling Classes X and 
XII in government and 
g o v e r n m e n t - a i d e d 
schools in southern and 
central districts.Share 
love for nation by hoist-
ing Tricolour, appeals TN 
BJP Nainar Nagenthran

Though the association 
acknowledged that cen-

sus duty was of vital 
national importance, it 
contended that deploying 
PG teachers for such 
duties during the ongoing 
academic session would 
seriously affect classroom 
teaching, completion of 
the prescribed syllabus 
and revision sessions 
aimed at preparing stu-
dents for public examina-
tions.

The association also 
contended that PG teach-
ers teaching students from 
poorer sections in govern-
ment and government-aid-
ed schools were being 
assigned census duties. In 
contrast, teachers in pri-
vate schools continued to 

teach full-time. Students 
in private schools were 
comparatively from afflu-
ent economic back-
grounds, it said.

The association pointed 
out that there were about 
59 government depart-
ments in the State with 
numerous employees 
whose assistance could be 
sought for census work. It 
also said the government 
could consider involving 
NGO members in the exer-
cise.

The petition further 
stated that some PG teach-
ers in the association were 
aged over 55 and suffering 
from various health ail-
ments.

Honble Chief Minister presented cash prizes, certificates of appreciation and trophies to the Best Anti-Drug 
Initiatives and Volunteer Teams of Schools and Colleges at the Drug-Free Tamil Nadu Event

Kin protest after 14-year-old dies 
following coma in Theni

THENI: Relatives and 
lawyers of a 14-year-old 
boy who died after 
remaining in a coma for 
more than 60 days staged 
a road blockade outside 
the Theni Government 
Medical College Hospital, 
alleging that wrong treat-
ment at Periyakulam 
Government Hospital led 
to his condition and 
death.

The protesters, who 
refused to receive the 
boy’s body, staged the 
blockade on the Theni-
Madurai highway in front 
of the government medi-
cal college hospital. The 
protest briefly affected 

traffic in the area. Police 
from K Vilakku station 
held talks with the pro-
testers and persuaded 
them to withdraw the agi-
tation. The family mem-
bers and lawyers later 
went to the district 
Collectorate and submit-
ted their demands.They 
sought stringent action 
against the doctors who 
allegedly provided wrong 
treatment to the boy, com-
pensation for his family 
and a government job for 
one of his family mem-
bers.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Nivas Kumar 
(14), son of Sudha of 

Tamil Nadu: Could Vellappatti hold clues to an ancient port?
Thoothukudi: The scattered 

remains across a vast stretch 
of land near Vellappatti near 
Pattinamurudhur in 
Thoothukudi district are offer-
ing archaeologists a glimpse 
into a past when the region 
may have been part of a thriv-
ing maritime trade network. 
Pottery fragments, burial 
urns, beads, conch bangles and 
evidence of conch-cutting 
activity are among the archae-
ological remains found during 
a recent field survey in an area 
known as ‘Odai’, between 
Tharuvaikulam and 
Vellappatti.Share love for 
nation by hoisting Tricolour, 
appeals TN BJP Nainar 
NagenthranShare love for 
nation by hoisting Tricolour, 
appeals TN BJP Nainar 
NagenthranArchaeologist A 
Michael Dinesh Joel, who con-
ducted the survey with K 

Karuppasamy, believes the 
findings warrant a detailed 
excavation to understand the 
history of the region.

The survey was undertak-
en while looking for the cul-
tural continuity of 
Pattanamarudur, where the 
Tamil Nadu Archaeology 
Department is currently con-
ducting excavations. 
Pattanamarudur, around 6 
km from the ‘Odai’ site, was 
an important centre for 
conch-cutting and making 
ornaments during the medi-
eval period. But the evidence 
from the ‘Odai’ area appears 
to tell a longer story.

 The northern part of the 
site has yielded evidence from 
the medieval period, while 
Sangam-era remains have 
been found in the southern 
portion. Spread across more 
than 300 acres, the site has 

yielded black-and-red ware 
pottery, pottery with graffiti 
marks, burial urns, carnelian 
beads, decorated conch ban-
gles and pieces left over from 
conch-cutting.

Iron slag and foreign pot-
tery have also been found, 
along with medieval-period 
red ware, glass beads, conch 
and glass bangles, copper 
coins, terracotta figurines and 
pipes. Among the more strik-
ing finds are Chinese celadon 
and Barcelona pottery sherds, 
which Joel says point to inter-
national maritime trade.

“Over the past two years, I 
have been conducting field 
surveys and documenting var-
ious archaeological sites in 
Thoothukudi district. While 
looking for the cultural conti-
nuity of the Pattanamarudur 
excavation, we surveyed the 
‘Odai’ area,” Joel said.

Saruthupatti near 
Periyakulam in Theni 
district. According to the 
family, Nivas Kumar was 
admitted to the 
P e r i y a k u l a m 
Government Hospital on 
June 2 after he developed 
severe cold and fever. 
Doctors who examined 
him reportedly said that 
he had a growth in his 
nose and advised an 
endoscopy procedure to 
remove it. The family 
alleged that during the 
procedure, a tube that 

was supposed to be insert-
ed through the airway 
was instead inserted 
through the food pipe. 
They claimed that the 
boy’s condition deterio-
rated following the proce-
dure. He was subsequent-
ly shifted to the Theni 
Government Medical 
College Hospital for fur-
ther treatment and admit-
ted to the intensive care 
unit. He remained uncon-
scious and in a coma for 
more than 60 days, 
according to the report.


