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MI News Service, Manali:   Fol-
lowing the completion of the Atal 
Tunnel, work on the Shinku La 
Tunnel and the Nimu-Padum-Dar-
cha (NPD) Road is progressing 
rapidly, with the projects aimed at 
strengthening both strategic and 
public connectivity in the Hima-
layan region.

The under-construction Shinku 
La Tunnel, situated at an altitude 
of around 15,800 feet, will be ap-
proximately 4.1 km long. The NPD 
Road, meanwhile, stretches for 
around 298 km and is expected to 
significantly improve connectivity 

in the remote mountainous region.
Under Project Yojak, the Bor-

der Roads Organisation (BRO) is 
overseeing the construction of the 
Shinku La Tunnel and the NPD 
Road, besides maintaining the 
Atal Tunnel. In Padum, located in 
Ladakh’s Zanskar region, the 13 
Task Force of Project Yojak is su-
pervising the ongoing work on the 
NPD Road.

According to officials, the NPD 
Road is expected to be opened to 
the general public within about a 
year. Once operational, the road is 
likely to provide a more direct and 

reliable connection between the 
Zanskar region and other parts of 
Ladakh.

Meanwhile, the 9.01-km-long 
Atal Tunnel has emerged as a cru-
cial all-weather connectivity link 
between Manali and Lahaul-Spiti. 
Around 4,000 to 5,000 vehicles 
pass through the tunnel every 
day. Its opening has substantial-
ly reduced travel time across the 
Rohtang Pass, from nearly five 
hours to approximately 45 minutes 
to one hour.

The Shinku La Tunnel and NPD 
Road are being regarded as major 

infrastructure projects not only 
for improving public connectivity 
but also from a strategic stand-
point. The projects are expected to 
strengthen links between Zanskar, 
Padum and Ladakh while making 
transportation easier through the 
region’s challenging mountainous 
terrain.

The Shinku La Tunnel, once 
completed, is expected to provide 
a crucial all-weather passage at 
a high-altitude location where 
movement is often affected by 
harsh weather conditions. The 
NPD Road will further comple-
ment this connectivity network by 
improving road access to remote 
areas.

The completion of both projects 
is expected to give a significant 
boost to tourism and economic 
activity in the region. Better road 
connectivity could facilitate the 
movement of people and goods 
while improving access to essen-
tial services in remote areas.

At the same time, the proj-
ects are expected to strengthen 
all-weather infrastructure and en-
hance strategic connectivity in the 
Himalayan region, adding to the 
network of critical roads and tun-
nels developed in the high-altitude 
border areas.

MI News Service,  Delhi:   Air 
Marshal Sandeep Thareja as-
sumed charge as the 47th Di-
rector General Armed Forces 
Medical Services (DGAFMS) on 
September 1, 2026. In his new 
role, he will oversee compre-
hensive medical support for the 
Armed Forces, with a focus on 
operational preparedness, mod-
ernisation, digital healthcare, 
medical research, innovation and 
human-resource development.

An alumnus of the Armed 
Forces Medical College (AFMC), 
Pune, Air Marshal Thareja was 

commissioned into the Army 
Medical Corps in December 
1986. A physician and gastro-
enterologist, he holds an MD in 
Medicine from Delhi and a DM 
in Gastroenterology from AIIMS, 
New Delhi.

With nearly four decades of 
service, he has held several clin-
ical, academic, operational and 
administrative positions. His key 
assignments include Comman-
dant of 167 Military Hospital, 
Brigadier-in-Charge Administra-
tion and Commander Troops at 
Base Hospital, Delhi Cantt, and 

Commandant of Command Hos-
pital, Central Command.

During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, his tenure at Base Hospital, 
Delhi Cantt, involved managing 
complex medical and adminis-
trative challenges. At Command 
Hospital, Lucknow, he oversaw 
the preparation of the Detailed 
Project Report for a new hospital 
within a record timeframe.

As Director and Commandant 
of AFMC Pune, he undertook 
initiatives to strengthen medi-
cal education and research. As 
DGMS (Air), he played a key role 

in the Gaganyaan Mission, in-
cluding astronaut selection and 
training through analogue ex-
periments.

He also oversaw the deploy-
ment of BHISHM medical cubes 
for humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief operations in sev-
eral countries, including the Mal-
dives, Jamaica, Cuba, Sri Lanka 
and Myanmar.

Before assuming charge as 
DGAFMS, Air Marshal Thareja 
paid tribute to fallen soldiers by 
laying a wreath at the National 
War Memorial in New Delhi.

MI News Service,   
Barrackpore:   Indian Bank, 
Barasat Zone organised a Mega 
Town Hall Meeting for Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) at Barrackpore, North 
24 Parganas, West Bengal, on 
Tuesday with the objective of 
strengthening engagement with 
the MSME sector and creating 
greater awareness about various 
banking and financial support 
mechanisms available to entre-
preneurs.

The programme was graced 
by Sudhanshu Prasad, Regional 
Director, Reserve Bank of India, 
Kolkata, as the Chief Guest.

The event was attended by 
several senior officials and key 
stakeholders of the MSME eco-
system, including Neelmani 
Bhardwaj, Field General Man-

ager, Indian Bank; Balbir Singh, 
General Manager, SLBC, West 
Bengal; Rashmi Rani, General 
Manager, RBI; Sanjay Senapati, 
WBCS (Exe.), Deputy Magistrate, 
Barrackpore Sub-Division; and 

Suvendu Kumar Biswas, Gen-
eral Manager, DIC, North 24 
Parganas.

Representatives from MSME 
DFO, SIDBI, NSIC, TReDS, 
CIBIL, various banks and 
MSME Associations also partic-
ipated in the programme.

The Town Hall brought to-
gether MSME entrepreneurs, 
borrowers, RSETI trainees and 
members of various MSME 
clusters, providing an effective 

platform for interaction among 
entrepreneurs, bankers, regula-
tors and institutions supporting 
the MSME sector.

The programme focused on 
creating awareness about MSME 
banking and financing schemes, 
credit information reports in-
cluding CIBIL and other CIC re-
ports, TReDS and other financial 
and institutional support avail-
able to MSME enterprises. The 
participants were also sensitised 
about the importance of main-
taining sound financial and credit 
discipline for ensuring continued 
access to institutional finance.

A major highlight of the pro-
gramme was the interactive ses-

sion with MSME entrepreneurs 
and borrowers. Participants ac-
tively shared their experiences, 
raised queries and discussed is-
sues concerning credit require-
ments, banking services and 
other challenges faced in running 
and expanding their enterpris-
es. The interactive discussions 
provided an opportunity for 
stakeholders to understand the 
concerns of entrepreneurs and 
explore ways to make financial 
services more accessible and re-
sponsive to their needs.

The programme reaffirmed In-
dian Bank’s commitment towards 
supporting the MSME sector and 
fostering an enabling ecosystem 
for entrepreneurship, employ-
ment generation and sustainable 
economic growth. Through such 
initiatives, the Bank seeks to 
strengthen its partnership with 
MSME entrepreneurs and facil-
itate their access to appropriate 
banking products, credit and fi-
nancial awareness.

The Mega Town Hall conclud-
ed with a shared commitment 
among the participating stake-
holders to work collaboratively 
towards building a stronger, 
more inclusive and sustainable 
MSME ecosystem in West Ben-
gal.

MI News Service, Kharagpur:  Amid 
heightened vigilance over fire safety arrange-
ments at hospitals across the state, officials 
of the Fire Department conducted a detailed 
inspection of Belda Super Speciality Hospital 
in West Medinipur district . The inspection 
focused on the hospital’s firefighting sys-
tems, safety arrangements and prepared-
ness to deal with emergencies.Officials from 
the Jhargram Fire Department visited the 
hospital and thoroughly inspected the fire-
fighting equipment installed on the premises, 
fire-control systems, safety arrangements 
and emergency preparedness.During the 

inspection, the fire officials also held discus-
sions with the hospital superintendent and 
gathered information about the arrange-
ments in place to ensure the safety of patients, 
doctors, healthcare workers and other people 
in the event of a fire or other emergency. 
The officials also examined the firefighting 
equipment and resources available at the hos-
pital for controlling a fire. They reviewed var-
ious aspects of the existing safety infrastruc-
ture and emergency response arrangements.
Fire safety personnel from Sagadighi Con-
struction, which is responsible for the main-
tenance of the hospital, provided the officials 

with detailed information about the fire-
fighting system and related infrastructure. 
Following the inspection, the Fire De-
partment officials expressed satisfaction 
with the hospital’s existing firefighting ar-
rangements and emergency preparedness 
to a considerable extent. However, they 
stressed the need to keep all safety systems 
properly maintained and operational at all 
times to ensure an immediate response in 
the event of a fire.

Nation
After Atal Tunnel, Shinku La Tunnel Takes Centre 

Stage; New Tunnel Being Built at 16,000 Feet 

Air Marshal Sandeep Thareja Takes Charge as 
47th DG Armed Forces Medical Services

Indian Bank, Barasat Zone Organises Mega Town 
Hall Meeting for MSMEs at Barrackpore

Fire Department Inspects Belda Super Speciality Hospital

 ISCON, Kolkata initiated elaborate arrangement to mark this year  Janmastami Festival.  This 
year Janmastami Festival will be celebrated from 2ND September to 5th September. During 
this period devotees can visit the Iscon’s Newtown center.  Apart from that Prasad will be 
distributed among the devotees. ISCON authorities expected that during this period 2-2.5 lakh 
devotees will visit this festival.


