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Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Vijay Kumar 
Choudhary said on 
Tuesday that the 

state’s interests had been 
ignored on issues related to 
the India-Bangladesh Farakka 
Water Treaty and the Farakka 
Barrage. He demanded that 
the obligation to release 1,500 
cusecs of water during the 
lean period be abolished. 

Addressing a press conference 
in Patna, Choudhary said that 
when the Farakka Water Treaty 
was signed in 1996, there was 
a UPA government at the 
Centre and a government in 
Bihar led by Lalu Prasad Yadav. 
Both governments, he said, 
ignored Bihar’s interests and 
did injustice to the state. 

The JD-U leader said that, 
in order to comply with the 
provisions of the Farakka Water 
Treaty, Bihar is required to 
release 1,500 cusecs of water 
during the lean period. This, 

he said, leads to drought-like 
conditions in several parts of 
the state. 

At the same time, he said, 
the largest share of water 
entering the Ganga comes 
through Bihar’s tributaries. 
Therefore, it is essential that 
Bihar’s water interests be given 
priority. 

Choudhary categorically 
stated that the obligation on 
Bihar to release 1,500 cusecs 

of water during the lean period 
should be abolished. This 
water could instead be used 
in Bihar to meet essential 
requirements such as industrial 
development, drinking water 
and irrigation. 

He said that the Farakka 
Barrage has resulted in severe 
silt accumulation in the Ganga, 
making the river shallower. 
This has affected the river’s 
natural flow and led to 

increasingly serious flooding 
and erosion in areas of the 
Ganga basin. 

Recently, severe erosion 
occurred in Bhagalpur district 
due to a change in the course 
of the Ganga. Senior officials 
camped there for a week, 
overseeing anti-erosion work 
on a war footing, and the 
embankment was secured. 

The Deputy Chief Minister 
also said that, at Bihar’s initiative, 
the Central Government has 
prepared a framework for a 
National Silt Management 
Policy, and further action on 
it is underway. 

He said that recently, Bihar’s 
water interests concerning 
Farakka were strongly presented 
before External Affairs Minister 
Dr S Jaishankar and the Union 
Water Resources Minister CR 
Patil. The Central government 
has assured that, while taking 
decisions on matters related 
to Farakka, Bihar’s drinking 
water and industrial water 
requirements will be taken 
into consideration.
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Congress leader and Leader 
of the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on 
Tuesday launched a sharp 
attack on the BJP government 
in Madhya Pradesh over the 
deaths allegedly caused by 
toxic liquor in Sagar, accusing 
the state administration of 
repeatedly failing to prevent 
such tragedies and demanding 
an impartial investigation to 

establish responsibility at every 
level. 

In a post on social media 
platform X, Gandhi alleged 
that effective governance had 
collapsed in Madhya Pradesh 
and accused the state government 
of allowing corruption and 
administrative failures to persist. 
He said the Sagar tragedy had 
plunged several families into 
mourning, but alleged that the 
official response to such incidents 
had become a predictable cycle 
of arrests, suspension of officials 

and inquiries, without addressing 
the systemic failures that allowed 
them to occur. 

Gandhi argued that the Sagar 
deaths could not be viewed as 
an isolated incident and referred 
to other tragedies in the state, 
including deaths in Indore 
following the consumption of 
contaminated water and the 
deaths of several children last 
year after allegedly consuming 
toxic cough syrup. Questioning 
the safety and regulation of 
essential commodities and 

medicines, Gandhi said: Dawa 
zahreeli. Sharab zahreeli. 
Paani zahreela. He alleged 
that governments often introduced 
new laws and announced action 
after such incidents, but that 
these measures were subsequently 
neglected until another tragedy 
struck. The Congress leader 
also questioned the BJP’s 
prolonged tenure in power in 
Madhya Pradesh and asked 
where accountability lay when 
preventive mechanisms 
repeatedly appeared to fail. 

Bihar Deputy CM seeks end to 
Farakka water release obligation

Rahul  slams MP govt over Sagar liquor tragedy, seeks impartial probe
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Intern doctors in government 
medical colleges of Madhya 
Pradesh went on strike on 
T uesday to demand an 
increase in their monthly 
stipend. 

The protesting doctors 
also sat on the main road 
near Kamla Park in Bhopal 
and staged a road blockade. 

Out Patient Departments 
(OPD) of government hospitals 
affiliated to medical colleges 
remained closed as a result 
of the strike and patients 
faced many difficulties. 

The emergency services, 

however, remained functional. 
The interns are demanding 

a hike in their present stipend 
of Rs 14,337 to Rs 30,000 
per month. The doctors 
al leged that  the state 
government had verbally 
assured them of the hike in 
the past, but it has not yet 
fulfilled its promise. 

On Monday evening, the 
protesting doctors had staged 
a march in Bhopal to gherao 
the official residence of Chief 
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav. 

The police stopped them 
about 200 metres away from 
the CM's residence. 

Several doctors had heated 
arguments with p olice 

personnel and a few even 
clashed with them in an 
attempt to break the police 
barricade, and march towards 
the CM's residence. 

The police resorted to using 
water cannons on the protesters 
to disperse them. 

Some interns sustained 
injuries in the process, and 
alleged that the police treated 
them as i f  they were  
some unruly or anti-social 
elements. 

Consequently, State Deputy 
Chief Minister and Health 
Minister Rajendra Shukla 
met with a delegation of 
intern doctors on Tuesday. 
He assured them that a proper 

dialogue would be held with 
them over the stipend hike 
demand once CM Dr Yadav 
returns to Bhopal from his 
ongoing foreign trip to the 
United Arab Emirates from 
6 to 9 September. 

Shukla also directed Bhopal 
Police Commissioner Sanjay 
Kumar to init iate  an 
investigation into the use of 
water cannon by police, and 
consequent injuries inflicted 
upon some of the interns. 

Bhopal  Police 
Commissionerate Deputy 
Police Commissioner (DCP) 
Zone-2, Vikas Sahwal, has 
been made the investigation 
in-charge.
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Five young Orangutans rescued from Bichitrapur 
forest, wildlife smuggling suspected: 
Baleswar: The rescue of five rare young Orangutans from the Bichitrapur casuarina forest 
near Badapai village in Baleswar district on Tuesday has raised suspicion of an organised 
wildlife-smuggling racket operating along Odisha’s coastal belt. 

The five endangered apes, believed to be around two years old, were spotted by villagers 
in the morning, who alerted the Udaipur forest officials. A team of forest personnel rushed 
to the spot and safely rescued the animals, which were found abandoned near the casuarina 
forest. 

Officials said three of the Orangutans are females and two males. Veterinary surgeons 
examined them and found no major health problems, though the animals appeared 
disturbed following human interference. They have been kept temporarily at the Udaipur 
forest section office. Regional Chief Conservator of Forests-cum-Field Director of Similipal 
Tiger Reserve Prakash Chand Gogineni said Orangutans are native to Indonesia and 
Malaysia and are not found in the wild in India.


