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22
people killed in a fire at a 
wedding party in Congo

09 MADURAI

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   16 8 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 26 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 23 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 27 20 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 25 SNY
Maldives (Male) 31  29 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 19 SNY

Singapore 32 28 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 28 19 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 31 13 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 34 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 28 15 LC
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 31 26 LR
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WASHINGTON

THE United States said it 
struck and destroyed three Ira-
nian oil tankers on Saturday in 
response to attempted missile 
attacks on naval vessels, in the 
latest exchange of  fire since re-
newed hostilities flared be-
tween the foes.

The new clashes, which be-
gan with US raids last week, 
come with both sides dead-
locked in the six-month 
war as Iran keeps a 
stranglehold on the 
Strait of  Hormuz 
and Washington 
presses its counter-
blockade of  Iranian 
ports.

US Central Command said it 
targeted tankers linked to the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), accusing the 
most powerful arm of  the Ira-
nian military of  unsuccessfully 
firing at American warships.

“Following Iran’s failed at-
tacks, CENTCOM permanently 
disabled the IRGC crude oil car-
riers M/T Downy off  the coast 

of  Kharg Island and M/T Stark 
1 near Jask,” it said. “Ameri-

can forces also completely 
destroyed the unladen 
crude oil carrier M/T 
Kylo... in the Gulf  of  
Oman, striking the ves-

sel in multiple critical lo-
cations to render it inoperable 
after the crew was directed to 
abandon ship.” Video posted by 
CENTCOM showed large fire-
balls and billowing flames after 
projectiles slammed into the 
ships. The three vessels were 
“part of  a multibillion-dollar 
shadow network that funds the
IRGC and its regional proxies”, 
it said.  AFP

US military officials face 
lie-detectors over leak 

The Pentagon has launched a lie-
detector dragnet to comb through 
high-ranking military officials and 

identify who leaked information 
about US munitions stockpiles, 

according to US press reports. In 
July, reports emerged that the US 

was rationing munitions over 
supply concerns after several 
months of fighting Iran. Late 

Friday, The New York Times 
reported that some 50 members 

of the military’s Joint Staff — the 
Pentagon’s planning and advisory 

staff — were being required to 
take polygraph tests as part of an 

investigation into how classified 
stockpile information made its 

way into journalists’ hands

US approves $5 bn sale 
of bombs to Saudi Arabia

The United States announced 
approval of a $5 billion sale of 

bombs, guidance kits and other 
equipment to Saudi Arabia, which 

has been repeatedly attacked 
during the US-Israeli war. “The 

proposed sale will improve Saudi 
Arabia’s airborne defense 

capability to counter current and 
future regional threats, strengthen 

its homeland defence, and 
improve interoperability with 

systems operated by US forces and 
other Gulf partners,” State 

Department said. 

US says it destroyed three oil 
tankers linked to Iran Guards 

Footage released by US shows a tanker 
being hit in the Strait of Hormuz |  AFP

MOSCOW

US envoys Steve Witkoff  and 
Jared Kushner were in Moscow 
Saturday and expected to head 
to Kyiv the next day, with Rus-
sia and Ukraine vowing not to 
strike each others’ capitals dur-
ing talks on ending more than 
four years of  war.

US President Donald Trump 
earlier said his son-in-law 
Kushner and business ally 
Witkoff  were bringing “a pro-
posal to end the war”.

The envoys are expected to 
head for their first visit to Kyiv 
Sunday, in Washington’s latest 
bid to break a diplomatic stale-
mate in Europe’s deadliest con-
flict since World War II.

Both the Kremlin and Kyiv 
vowed not to strike their main 
cities during the talks, after 
months of  escalating attacks.

“The Russian president, the 
commander-in-chief, has given 
the order from midnight to-
night not to strike Kyiv for 
three days,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy — who had of-
fered a truce during the US vis-
its — later said he had spoken 
to the US envoys and also prom-
ised Kyiv would not strike Mos-
cow. “From now through the 
end of  Saturday, as well as on 
Sunday and Monday, Ukraine is 
ready to refrain from strikes on 
Moscow,” Zelenskyy said.

The Ukrainian leader said 
the US officials have “already 
begun working with the Rus-
sian side today.”

Earlier, he accused Russia of  
trying to disrupt their visit with 
overnight strikes on Kyiv’s two 
airports, as well as on a civilian 
target in the Dnipro region that
killed five people.

“Clearly, these Russian strikes 

on the airports are a reaction to 
the discussions and prepara-
tions for the possibility of  the 
US side using an aircraft to trav-
el to Ukraine,” Zelenskyy said 
on X. It will be the first time that 
Witkoff  and Kushner visit Kyiv 
since Trump returned to office 
last year with a pledge to resolve 
the conflict.

Travelling to Kyiv by plane 
would be a highly unusual move, 
with Ukrainian airspace closed 
since 2022 because of  the war. 
Visiting leaders and officials 
have generally travelled by 
train. The envoys are expected 
in Kyiv on Sunday, a senior 
Ukrainian official told AFP, 
while US outlet Axios reported 
they would meet President Pu-
tin on Saturday. AFP

US envoys arrive in Moscow with  
Trump’s plan to end Ukraine war
Witkoff and Kushner 
tasked with 
assessing prospects 
for durable peace, to 
visit Kyiv today 

Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff are welcomed by Russia’s presidential envoy Kirill 
Dmitriev (centre) upon their  arrival at Vnukovo International Airport in Moscow | AFP

LONDON

HUNDREDS of  masked people 
protesting Channel migrant 
crossings blocked access to  
the Port of  Dover in southern  
England on Saturday, briefly 
h a l t i n g  t r a f f i c  b e i n g  
ferried between France and 
the UK.

The Port of  Dover said traf-
fic was “free flowing” again 
around noon, hours after be-
ing “stopped” on Saturday 
morning as roads approaching 
the port were blocked by 
protesters.

Images shared online showed 
hundreds of  people dressed in 
black and wearing balaclavas 
streaming to roads surround-
ing the port, used by ferries 
between southern England 
and northern France.

In an online livestream that 
appeared to be shot by one of  
the protesters, a crowd of  
black-clothed men chanted 
“stop the boats” as they stood 
facing a police line.

Britain has been grappling 
with how to curb the perilous 
and politically contentious 
small-boat crossings, which in 
recent years have seen tens of  
thousands of  migrants arriv-
ing annually on the shores of  
southeast England.  AFP

Anti-migrant 
protesters 
disrupt UK’s 
Dover port

US phases out HIV 
support for Namibia
Washington: The US will 
start phasing out its 
financial support for 
Namibia’s HIV response 
programs, the latest among 
southern African countries 
to feel the effects of the 
withdrawal of foreign aid by 
the US administration. The 
US will provide Namibia 
with USD 45 million for its 
HIV response in the 2027 
fiscal year but the country 
would then start funding its 
own HIV programs, with US 
only providing “technical 
cooperation,” both 
countries said in statement. 
Namibia has received 
around USD 45 million 
annually through the US 
President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief in recent 
years. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Department of Water Resources, 

Government of Odisha
“e” Procurement No�ce No. ACEDC-BBSR- 08/ 2026-27

1. Name of the Works : Total 03 (Three) Nos. Drainage work.
2. Es�mated cost : Rs. 111.47 lakh to Rs. 336.35 lakh
3. Period of Comple�on : 11 (Eleven) months
4. Date and �me of availability 

of bid document in the portal
: From 11.00 hours of Dt. 07.09.2026 

to 18.00 hours of Dt. 21.09.2026.
5. Last date/�me for receipt of 

bids in the portal
: 18.00 hours of Dt. 21.09.2026.

6. Date of Opening of Techni-
cal Bid

: 22.09.2026 at 11.00 hours

7. Name and address of the 
Officer invi�ng Bid

: Addi�onal Chief Engineer, Drainage 
Circle, Unit-8, Bhubaneswar- 751012. 
e-mail Id:- sedrainagebbsr12@gmail.
com.

8.  The update no�fica�on will be in�mated to the par�cipated bidders to 
their registered e- mail & to their registered mobile number through an au-
togenerated text message by e-procurement system. On such in�ma�on, in-
dividual bidder needs to log in to their ID through DSC to know the uploaded 
summary, i.e. details of opening of financial bid, lo�ery date �me, venue, ac-
ceptance of bid etc. 

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal of Odisha 
Government h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in. All informa�on, no�ces, adden-
dum, corrigendum, cancella�on no�ce etc. if required, will be published in 
this portal.

Sd/- Addi�onal Chief Engineer
Drainage Circle, BhubaneswarOIPR-32001/32409/1/26-27/0009

32001/807/2627

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,  

WATER RESOURCES, ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR
'e' Procurement No�ce No. CEMKS 06 OF 2026-27

1. Name of the work :  Slope protec�on to Bhargavi le� embankment from Balanga 
to Rayakhandi within RD 25.20 km to 35.70 km.

2. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 11,16,09,653.00
3.  Bid Document Cost : Rs. 10, 000.00 (online)
4.  E.M.D : Rs.11,16,100/-
5.  Class of Contractor : "A" Class & "Special" Class
6.  Period of Comple�on : 15 calendar months
7.  Other details are as follows :

Procurement Officer 
Bid Iden�fica-

�on No.

Availability of Tender On- line 
for bidding

Date of Open-
ing of Technical 

Bid (Cover-l) From To
Chief Engineer & BM, Mahanadi 
Kathajodi System, Bhubaneswar

CEMKS NMPD 
02 of 2026-27

09.09.2026 
10.00 hrs

23.09.2026 
17.00 hrs

24.09.2026 
11.00 Hrs

8.  e-mail Id : celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in
Further detail condi�ons can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in, The 
Corrigendum/cancella�on of Tender, if any, will be uploaded and can be seen from the above 
website only.

32001/792/2627

Sd/- Chief Engineer & Basin Manager
Mahanadi Kathajodi System, BhubaneswarOIPR-32001/32252/1/26-27/0006


