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Fresh rain in 
Rajasthan from Sep 12 

Jaipur, Sep 9 (FN Representative)

Monsoon activity has weakened across 
Rajasthan, with the Meteorological De-
partment forecasting largely dry weather 
in the state over the next week. Weak mon-
soon conditions are likely to prevail over 
most parts of the Jaipur, Bharatpur, Ajmer, 
Kota and Udaipur divisions in eastern Ra-
jasthan for the next four days, the depart-
ment said. Most parts of the Jodhpur and 
Bikaner divisions in western Rajasthan are 
also expected to witness weak monsoon 
conditions for the next five days.
A fresh low-pressure area is likely to 
form over north coastal Andhra Pradesh 
and adjoining south Odisha coast near 
the Bay of Bengal on September 11, the 
department said. Under its influence, a 
fresh spell of light to moderate rainfall may 
begin in some parts of eastern Rajasthan 
from September 12, it said. In the 24 hours 
ending Wednesday morning, light rain 
was recorded at isolated places in Alwar, 
Bharatpur, Deeg, Dausa and Karauli 
districts, while the weather remained 
largely dry elsewhere in the state. Nagar in 
Bharatpur recorded the highest rainfall of 
10 mm during the period. 

'Leopard spotted in Kota city had escaped from Zoo'

Every 4th Jan Dhan inactive account 
reflects Modi govt's policy failure: Gehlot 

EVM glitches, 'fake' voting plaints during civic polls 

Raj govt has taken steps to address 
'love jihad' problem: CM 

Kota, Sep 9 (Agency)

The leopard, which ventured into Chat-
tar Villas (CV) Garden in the Nayapura 
area of Kota city on Tuesday, had es-
caped from an enclosure inside Kota 
Zoo, an official said on Wednesday. The 
leopard was rescued safely after a three-
hour operation and 
was put under ob-
servation in Abheda 
Biological Park in 
the city, he added. 
The two-and-a-half-
year-old female 
leopard -- rescued 
earlier from the for-
est and was kept in 
an enclosure in the 
zoo -- was spotted 
in its enclosure till 
Monday-Tuesday 
night. However, it 
escaped in the early 
morning hours on 
Tuesday and wan-
dered into the CV 
Garden, chief con-
servator of forest, 
Mukundara Hills 
Tiger Reserve T Mo-
han Raj said. 
Following the es-
cape, Raj ordered an 
inquiry committee 
headed by the DFO 
to submit a report 
within seven days, 
the CCF said. No-
tably, panic gripped 
morning walkers 
and fitness enthu-
siasts in Kota on 
Tuesday morning 
after a full-grown 
leopard was spotted 
in the crowded pub-
lic garden. The park, 
frequented daily by 
local residents for 

yoga, exercise, and morning walks, was 
thrown into chaos as visitors spotted 
the big cat roaming through the green 
space. As visitors raised shouts, the 
animal climbed a nearby 40-foot-high 
tree. Large crowds gathered outside the 
garden boundary as news of the wild 
intruder spread rapidly throughout the 
city, hr said. 

Jaipur, Sep 9 (Representative)

Glitches in Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) disrupted polling 
at several places in Rajasthan on 
Wednesday as voters lined up to 
elect councillors in the first phase of 
urban local body elections, with 50.38 
per cent turnout recorded till 1 pm, 
officials said. Polling was disrupted at 
a booth each in Ward 39 of Sujangarh 
Municipal Council and Ward 52 in 
Bikaner due to malfunctioning EVMs, 
according to officials. In Alwar city, 
voters expressed anger after an EVM 
stopped working at a polling booth, 
while long queues of voters were 
witnessed in Sawai Madhopur and 
Jodhpur following technical glitches 
in EVMs, they said. Complaints of 

alleged fake voting also emerged from 
Wards 16 and 18 in Baran district, 
Ward 1 in Dudu in Jaipur district, 

Ward 22 in Bhilwara, Ward 34 in 
Jalore and Ward 29 in Bharatpur. 
The highest turnout till 1 pm was re-
corded in Sikari municipality in Deeg 
district, where 81.28 per cent of vot-
ers had exercised their franchise. The 
lowest turnout of 36.67 per cent was 
recorded in Bhilwara Municipal Cor-
poration. Polling began at 7 am and 
will continue until 6 pm, the officials 
said. More than 20,000 candidates 

are in the fray for 5,393 councillor 
posts in the first phase, covering 162 
urban local bodies -- four municipal 
corporations, 27 municipal councils 
and 131 municipalities. A total of 
57,52,278 voters are eligible to ex-
ercise their franchise across 7,683 
polling stations in the 162 civic bod-
ies. In Jaipur district, voting is being 
held at 565 polling stations across 18 
urban local bodies. The civic bodies 
going to polls in the district include 
Manoharpur, Phulera, Sambhar, Kis-
hangarh-Renwal, Shahpura, Dudu, 
Chaksu, Phagi, Jobner, Khejroli, Jam-
waramgarh, Vatika, Kanota, Bassi, 
Bagru, Kaladera and Chomu. Voting 
for all 309 urban local bodies in Ra-
jasthan is being held in two phases 
on September 9 and 11. Counting of 
votes will be held on September 14. 

Jaipur, Sep 9 (FN Representative)

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal 
Sharma on Wednesday claimed 
that his government had taken 

steps to address the problem of "love 
jihad" in the state and promulgated an 
anti-conversion law. He also said the 
government had brought in the Disturbed 
Areas Bill to prevent the forced 
migration of people from Jaipur's walled 
city, which has a sizeable population of 
Muslims, asserting that no one needed to 
be afraid and those troubling the public 
would face imprisonment. Sharma 
made the remarks during a roadshow in 
Jaipur on the last day of campaigning 
for the municipal elections and appealed 
to voters to elect BJP candidates. He 
highlighted his government's measures 
on development, water and power 
supply and employment. The election 
in Jaipur municipal area is scheduled for 
September 11. The roadshow was held 
from Sanganeri Gate to Tripolia Gate in 
support of BJP candidates. 
Citing an increase in love jihad cases and 
to bring peace and harmony, the chief 
minister said the state government had last 
year brought the Rajasthan Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act, 
2025. He said the state government had 
also brought the Rajasthan Disturbed 

Areas Bill 2026 to regulate and block 
property sales, transfers and tenant 
evictions in communally sensitive 
regions. Several such cases were 
highlighted in the walled city area 
of Jaipur by BJP MLA Balmukund 
Acharya from Hawa Mahal assembly 

constituency. Hitting at the previous 
Ashok Gehlot-led Congress government, 
Sharma said it had created two municipal 
corporations each in Jaipur, Jodhpur and 
Kota, while his government had restored 
the "one city, one municipal corporation" 
system. He said Rajasthan had been 
progressing rapidly under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's leadership and claimed 
that several projects that had remained 
pending for decades were being 
implemented during his government's 
two-and-a-half-year tenure. On water 
supply, Sharma highlighted the Ramjal 
Setu Link Project and the Yamuna water 
agreement, besides projects involving 
the Indira Gandhi Canal, Gang Canal, 
Dewas, Som-Kamla-Amba, Mahi Dam 

and Brahmani river. 
He claimed that the state had become 
a power-surplus state, saying his 
government had added 12,000 MW of 
power generation capacity in two-and-
a-half years compared with 3,900 MW 
during the previous Congress government. 

On employment, Sharma said his 
government had issued 1.89 lakh 
appointment letters, while recruitment 
processes for 1.22 lakh posts were 
underway and vacancies for another 
70,000 posts had been announced. He 
also accused the previous Congress 
government of failing to prevent 
paper leaks and said more than 600 

people linked to such cases had been sent 
to jail since the BJP government came to 
power. Sharma claimed that around 450 
examinations had been conducted during 
his government's tenure and not a single 
paper had been leaked. He also accused 
the previous government of delaying 
projects such as the Eastern Rajasthan 
Canal Project (ERCP) and the Yamuna 
water project, and said his government 
had expanded Jaipur's Metro network to 
more than 41 km. Appealing to voters 
to elect BJP candidates in the municipal 
and panchayat bodies, Sharma said the 
addition of the "triple engine" to the 
BJP's double-engine government would 
strengthen local bodies and accelerate 
development. 

Jaipur, Sep, 9 (Agency)

Former Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot on 
Wednesday claimed that every 
fourth bank account under the 
Jan Dhan Yojana was inactive, 
alleging that flawed policies 
of the Modi 
government at the 
Centre have led to 
rising poverty in 
the country. In a 
statement, Gehlot 
said, "Every fourth 
account under the 
Jan Dhan Yojana is 
inactive, with 5.72 
crore accounts 
not even having a 
single rupee. This 
is the real picture 
behind the Modi 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
claims of 'poor 
welfare'."
Referring to an RTI reply on 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana, the Congress leader 
said this was a clear indication 
that the Modi government's 
wrong policies were increasing 
poverty in the country, leading 
to empty bank accounts, while 
a handful of the country's 

wealthy continued to grow 
richer. He said Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi had been 
consistently raising the issue of 
the widening gap between the 
rich and the poor in the country. 
Gehlot said the adverse 
consequences of discontinuing 
welfare schemes for the poor, 

such as MGNREGA, were 
yet to fully manifest, and 
the situation would worsen 
further when they did. "This 
rising inequality is a matter 
of concern, and the central 
government should pay serious 
attention to this issue," Gehlot 
said. 


