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TGSRTC to operate 5,000 Spl buses for Rakhi 
Purnima: Ponnam
 Hyderabad, Aug 27 (UNI) 
The Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(TGSRTC) will operate 
5,000 special buses from 
August 27 to 31 to meet 
the anticipated passenger 
rush during Rakhi Purnima, 
Transport Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar said on Thursday. 
In a statement, the Minister 
said passenger traffic was 
expected to increase due to 
the festive holidays and the 
return rush would continue 
from the afternoon of Au-
gust 30 through August 31. 
The number of special bus-

es has been increased from 
4,760 last year to 5,000 this 
year. He said around 3.68 
crore passengers travelled in 
special buses during Rakhi 

Purnima last year, including 
2.51 crore women. Officials 
have been instructed to de-
ploy additional buses wher-
ever necessary and contin-

uously monitor passenger 
traffic at high-demand loca-
tions. The Minister clarified 
that free bus travel for wom-
en under the Mahalakshmi 
scheme would continue as 
usual. He urged RTC em-
ployees to work collectively 
and patiently to ensure safe 
and convenient travel during 
the festive rush. Prabhakar 
appealed to passengers trav-
elling to their hometowns 
for Rakhi Purnima to use 
RTC services and reach their 
destinations safely. 

Angad Cheema retains two-shot 
lead at Telangana Open

 Hyderabad, Aug 27 (UNI) 
Chandigarh’s Angad Cheema 
stayed on course for his fifth 
DP World PGTI title after 
carding a seven-under 65 in 
the third round of the Rs 1 
crore Telangana Open 2026 
at Vooty Golf County, Vi-
karabad on Thursday. Chee-
ma, who began the round 
with a two-shot lead after his 
career-best 11-under 61 on 
Wednesday, moved to 20-un-
der 196 after rounds of 70, 61 
and 65. Delhi’s Rashid Khan 
also shot 65 to remain second 

at 18-under 198. Cheema’s 
round featured eight birdies, 
an eagle and three bogeys, 
with the eagle coming on the 
par-five 16th after he hit his 
second shot with a six-iron to 
within five feet. Rashid kept 
up the pressure with eight 
birdies and a bogey. “I’ll 
treat tomorrow as just anoth-
er round of golf. I’m playing 
well, so I want to continue 
doing what I’ve been do-
ing and focus on my own 
game,” Cheema said ahead 
of the final round. Jairaj 
Singh Sandhu made the big-

gest move of the day, firing 
a tournament-best nine-un-
der 63 to jump 17 places to 
third at 14-under 202. Honey 
Baisoya and Arjun Sharma 
shared fourth at 13-under 
203. Akshay Sharma and 
Veer Ahlawat were tied sixth 
at 12-under 204, while Manu 
Gandas, Nepal’s Subash Ta-
mang, Uganda’s Joshua Seale 
and Dhruv Sheoran shared 
eighth at 11-under 205. Chee-
ma, a four-time DP World 
PGTI winner, has finished 
runner-up twice this sea-
son, at the Boulders Classic 
and last week’s Kolar Open. 
He said he would maintain 
the same approach in the 
final round. Cheema also 
welcomed the Race to DP 
World India Championship, 
which will determine the top 
24 players on the DP World 
PGTI Order of Merit for the 
season-ending DP World In-
dia Championship, calling it 
a major incentive for play-
ers. Current PGTI Rankings 
leader Saptak Talwar was 
tied 29th at five-under 211, 
according to a release.

Telangana Governor 
discharged from 
hospital after ill health
 Hyderabad, Aug 27 (UNI) 
Telangana Governor Shiv 
Pratap Shukla, who was ad-
mitted to Yashoda Hospital 
in Hitech City on Wednesday 
due to ill health, was dis-
charged on Thursday after-
noon. According to Lok Bha-
van sources, Shukla returned 
to Lok Bhavan at around 
2.30 pm after undergoing 

treatment at the hospital. Lok 
Bhavan officials, however, 
did not disclose the exact 
cause of his hospitalisation. 
Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy, accompa-
nied by MP Vem Narender 
Reddy, visited the Governor 
at Yashoda Hospital and en-
quired about his health condi-
tion, according to an official 
release. 

CSIR-
NGRI, 
DGH sign 
MoU

Hyderabad, Aug 27 
(UNI)

 The CSIR-National Geo-
physical Research Insti-
tute (CSIR-NGRI) and 
the Directorate General 
of Hydrocarbons (DGH), 
Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, Govern-
ment of India, on Thursday 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to 
strengthen cooperation in 
geoscientific exploration 
and subsurface resource 
assessment. The MoU was 
signed by DGH Director 
General Dr Srikant Nagu-
lapalli and CSIR-NGRI 
Director Dr Prakash Ku-
mar in the presence of 
DGH ADG Dr Sobhan 
Pathak, Geologist Dev-
idutt Sangwar, and sci-
entists and officials of 
CSIR-NGRI. Dr Srikant 
Nagulapalli said India’s 
growing energy.

Gold, copper 
from Karnataka’s 
Devadurga mine 
can boost national 
wealth: Telangana 
Dy CM Bhatti

 Raichur/ Hyderabad, 
Aug 27 (UNI) 

Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka on Thursday 
launched gold and copper 
mineral exploration by 
Singareni Collieries Com-
pany Limited (SCCL) at 
Devadurga in Karnataka 
and called for coordinat-
ed efforts to expedite the 
project. Bhatti launched 
the exploration programme 
at Lingadahalli village in 
Devadurga taluk of Raic-
hur district and inspected 
the identified mineral ex-
ploration sites. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said 
SCCL, with nearly 136 
years of experience in the 
mining sector, had secured 
exploration rights for the 
Devadurga block through 
a tender conducted by the 
Centre. The Deputy Chief 
Minister said Singareni 
would accelerate explo-
ration activities and ex-
pressed hope that the proj-
ect, if successful, would 
lead to the discovery of 
substantial gold and copper 
deposits. Such a discovery 
would create employment 
opportunities for local 
youth and contribute to the 
development of the region 
as well as the country’s 
mineral wealth, he said. 


