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306 killed in ethnic violence BCI has no

since May '23: Manipur HM

Thomas Ngangom
letters@hindustantimes.com

IMPHAL: Atleast 306 people have
been killed, and 49 are still missing
in the ethnic violence that broke
out in May 2023, Manipur home
minister Govindas Konthoujam
informed the state's legislative
assembly on Thursday.

The northeastern state was
rocked by ethnic strife that broke
out on May 3, 2023 between the
numerically dominant Meitei
community that mostly inhabit
Imphal Valley and tribal Kuki-Zo
communities, who live primarily
in the hill districts. Violent clashes
broke outafter a ‘Tribal Solidarity
March’ was organised in the hill
districts to protest against the
Meitei community’s demand for
Scheduled Tribes (ST) status.

“Since the violence started on
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revoked on February 4 this year,
hours before the formation of a
new state government with BJP

“NIAisa premier agencyin the
country. We also pursue the case
with them from time to time. We
will try to ensure that juS(lCE is

power to discipline law

students: SC on NALSAR episode

Utkarsh Anand
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the Congress
MLA said, “Please, work hard,”
and added, “Let’s hand over the
government to NIA.”

Chief minister Y Khemchand
Singh intervened, saying allega-
tions made in publicand findings
ofa probe were two differentmat-
ters. “There was pressure that the
village chief of Leilon Vaiphei be

leader Y Khemchand Singhasthe ~ arrested for his alleged involve-
chief minister. ment in the killing. However,
I when NIA i

witnessed awar of words between
the treasury and opposition
benches when Congress legislator
Kangujam Ranjit raised the issue
of the killing of four Naga civilians
in Kangpokpi districtin May.

and 49 peopleare still missing as
of August 31, 2026,” Konthoujam
said, responding toa query by BJP
legislator Sapam Ranjan Singh.

e ethnic strife — which also
saw other communities like Nagas
getting involved in the later stages
— led to President’s rule being
imposed in the state on February
13 last year after the BJP-led gov-
ernment headed by Biren Singh
resigned on February 9. It was

four suspects
had been arrested and that the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) was investigating the case.

en asked about allegations
that cadres of the Kuki National
Front (P) and its leader, who is the
‘husband of deputy chief minister
Nemcha Kipgen, were involved in
the killings, the minister said:
“There s no concrete information
on whether KNF (P)

the case, it
was learnt that the village chief
'was in Guwahati for medical treat-
mentfor more than a week before
the incident happened,” he said.

Kuki MLA Kimneo Haokip
Hangshing on Thursday urged the
state government to ensure the
supply of food, medicines and fuel
toevery part of the state.

The Kuki People’s Alliance
MLA, along with Independent
MLA Haokholet Kipgen, on
Wednesday became the first Kuki
legislators to attend a session of
the Manipur Assembly in person

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Thursday delivered
another rap on the knuckles to
the Bar Council of India (BCI),
making it clear that the law-
yers’ regulatory body has no
statutory power or business to
discipline students pursuing
legal education, and cannot
dictate to law universities how
they should deal with student
conduct.

Quashing the BCI's communi-
cations directing action against
students of the 2026 graduating
batch of NALSAR University of
Law, Hyderabad, a bench headed
by Chief Justice Surya Kant said
that disciplinary control over law
students rests exclusively with
the university or educational
institution where they are
enrolled.

The bench, also comprising
justices Joymalya Bagehi and V
Mohana, held that the Advocates
Act, 1961 under which the BCT is

in
thestate in May 2023.

did not confer on it
either an express or implied

inthe killings or not.”

(With agency inputs)
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Pilot falls sick, IndiGo
flight makes Mayday
call, diverted to Oman

power to action
against students.

‘While the Council can pre-
scribe and enforce standards of
legal education in accordance
with law and applicable regula-
tions, “it cannot, however, take
disciplinary action againsta law
student.”

Declaring the BCI's communi-
cation of August 13 and all subse-
quent modified communications

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
directed lawyers allegedly
assaulted during protests
against Bar Council of India
(BCI) chairman Manan
Mishra to approach the Delhi
high court with a plea seek-
ing a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe and
immediate preservation of
CCTV footage of the August
20-2l incidents.

Abench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana said the high
court was the appropriate

SCtells lawyers injured during
protest against BCl to move HC

forum as the alleged assaults
took place at the BCI office in
New Delhi.

“It should notappear as if
everything must come to this
court and that we have an
institutional bias... You can
approach the Delhi high
court,” the bench told advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan, who
mentioned the matter for
urgent listing.

The bench questioned
why the protesting lawyers
had not used the legal mech-
anisms to raise their grievan-
ces, while acknowledging
their right to protest. ~ HTC

against the NALSAR students to
have been issued “without juris-
diction”, the bench made abso-
lute its earlier interim order
restraining the BCl and state bar
councils from taking any puni-
tive or criminal action against
NALSAR students and faculty
members.

The ruling came on a petition
filed by Mihira Sood, represented
by senior advocate K Paramesh-
war, challenging the BCT's inter-
vention following protests by
NALSAR students over the invi-
tation to the CJI as chief guest at
their convocation.

The BCI had initially directed
all state bar councils not to enrol
the 2026 NALSAR graduates “till
further orders” and sought an
authenticated report from the
university identifying students
who had initiated, organised or
coordinated the campaign. It
subsequently modified the direc-
tion, saying the “vast majority” of
students were innocent, but
retained an inquiry into allega-
tions involving some teachers
and outsiders. The Council even-
tually withdrew all its communi-
cations.

Parameshwar questioned the

authority under which the Coun-
cil had directed a university to
conduct an investigation into
representations made by its stu-
dents.

The bench agreed. “As far as
the conduct of law students is
concerned, the Bar Council of
India has neither jurisdiction nor
statutory competence. That falls
exclusively within the domain of
the educational institution or
university. There cannot be any
dispute about that,” the court
said.

Appearing for the BCI, its
chairman and senior advocate
Manan Kumar Mishra did not
seek to defend the withdrawn
‘communications on merits, but
said the Council had already
closed the matter. “The Council,
in its meeting, has said that there
is nothing further and that every-
thing has been resolved,” Mishra
said.

The bench, however, made it
clear that withdrawal of the com-
munications did not answer the
larger question of jurisdiction.
The BCI comes into the picture
when a student graduates and
seeks enrolment as an advocate.
At that stage, it can examine
whether the statutory conditions
for enrolment have been met.
Butwhether a student should be
allowed to continue pursuing
legal education is a matter for the
university, it added.

“If a law student commits an
act involving moral turpitude”
and the university nevertheless
allows the student to complete

the course, the BCI can examine
the issue when the student sub-
sequently seeks enrolment, the
bench explained.

The ruling assumes signifi-
cance coming a day after the
Supreme Court subjected the
functioning of the BCI to a tighter
oversight mechanism, directing
that the Attorney General for
India and Solicitor General be
“actively associated” with every
policy decision of the Council
until it is reconstituted through
fresh elections.

The latest ruling adds a judi-
cial finding of lack of jurisdiction
to the court's earlier criticism of
the BCT's handling of the NAL-
SAR episode.

The controversy began after a
section of NALSAR students
objected to CJI Kant being
invited as chief guest for their
convocation.

A representation was submit-
ted on July 23 by 70 members of
the outgoing LLB batch, with
students from other batches sub-
sequently expressing solidarity.
The students had cited remarks
‘made by the CJI during proceed-
ings on a plea concerning alleged
police excesses during student
protests in Delhi.

On August 14, the same bench
had come down heavily on the
BCl for intervening in the contro-
versy, saying it had “no business™
interfering with the students’
right to protest. The BCI subse-
quently withdrew its directions
and Mishra apologised to the
students.
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