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PM targets Oppn at freight...
husband is often portrayed as
a senior person who is easily
offended, is hard to please at
family events, and perpetual-
ly complains about innocuous
things. The “jhooth ki goonj”
jibe appeared to mock the
“Chhatron Ki Goonj” student
dialogue campaign launched
by the Congress, under which
programmes are being organ-
ised in various cities. Through
the campaign, the Congress is
trying to corner the BJP on
issues such as exam question
paper leaks, costly education,
irregularities in government
recruitment and unemploy-
ment. Targeting senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
without naming him, Modi
remarked that opponents
would always find fault with
major infrastructure mile-
stones such as the newly-inau-

gurated freight corridor.
A double-stack container

freight train, where containers
are stacked one atop the oth-
er, was operated from the JNPT
port in Mumbai to Vadodara
recently and with the operation
of that train volume of cargo
equivalent to over 250 trucks
was transported between the
two cities in a single trip, Modi
said. 

“Now, the naraz fufaji
(grumpy uncle) will start shout-
ing: What will happen to the
truck drivers? Where will the
trucks go? What about the
trucks people have purchased?
Now, fufaji has found some-
thing new to complain about,”
Modi quipped, implying that
opposition parties would go
out of their way to manufac-
ture grievances against nation-
al progress.

Delhi Govt to bring policy for...
He said students from DU’s

South Campus and profes-
sional colleges under Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University were invited to share
their concerns as users of PG
accommodations.

The students raised issues
related to rent, facilities pro-
vided by PG operators, imple-
mentation of agreements and
safety, he said.

Sood said the Government
was considering a system
under which details of PG
accommodations, including
their availability, facilities and
safety norms, could be regis-
tered on a common portal.

“The PG building may belong
to one person, be operated by
another and the money may be
collected by someone else. The

implementation of agreements
and the facilities promised to
students are a major concern,”
he said.

The Minister said the
Government would consult PG
managements, parents, agen-
cies, student organisations and
other stakeholders, including
departments dealing with
water and electricity, before
finalising the policy.

He said the proposal would
subsequently be discussed with
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
and the Lieutenant Governor
before being placed before the
Cabinet.

“We will try to bring the pol-
icy before the public within one
to one-and-a-half months after
consulting all stakeholders,”
Sood said.

‘Expand global reach of UPI’...
with Singapore’s local system.
Urging the ecosystem not to rest
on the laurels of the last decade
when UPI became a ubiqui-
tous platform for real-time pay-
ments across the country, the
Prime Minister said the next
aim should be to expand UPI’s
reach. He said the focus should
be on countries that are home
to a large diaspora, have high
trade volumes with India, or are
willing to partner with us while
connecting the systems.

“This is essential because
Indians work in large numbers
in foreign countries. They are
the largest remitters of money.

A part of the remittances goes
away as transaction costs; UPI
can help in saving on these
costs and the money can also
reach families faster,” he said.

He said global card payments
currently run on systems
designed in other countries,
but underlined that India now
has the alternative on the same.

“We can set our own rules
and standards and connect
them with the world,” Modi
said. Reiterating French
President Emmanuel Macron’s
words, the Prime Minister said
UPI is not only a tech story but
also a civilisational one.

GalaxEye is India’s 1st firm...
launched Mission Drishti, its
first satellite and the world’s
first OptoSAR imaging satel-
lite. However, on July 7, the
company said it had lost con-
tact with its satellite Mission
Drishti and the likelihood of
recovery appeared low.

The connection was lost after
the satellite encountered an

anomaly following a geomag-
netic solar storm. GalaxEye at
the time highlighted that
Mission Drishti had success-
fully validated key spacecraft
systems, successfully executed
critical deployment and atti-
tude control activities, and
operated onboard computing
and communications systems.

Rajnath in Lanka to boost...
(Retd) Aruna Jayasekara and
Indian High Commissioner to
Sri Lanka Santosh Jha, the
Ministry of Defence said.

He received a warm and tra-
ditional welcome from the Sri
Lankan side, reflecting the close
and enduring ties between
India and Sri Lanka, it added.

According to the Ministry,
Singh is leading a high-level
delegation comprising senior
officials from the Ministries of
Defence and External Affairs.

This is the first visit by an
Indian Defence Minister to Sri
Lanka in 38 years.

Coinciding with his visit, the
Indian Navy’s INS Udaygiri, an
advanced indigenous stealth
guided-missile frigate, arrived
at the Colombo port on
Tuesday. The frigate was
received in accordance with
naval traditions, the Sri Lanka
Navy said. Sri Lanka Navy per-
sonnel will also visit the frigate
for capability familiarisation,
knowledge sharing and
onboard training, it said.

The crew of INS Udaygiri will
participate in goodwill events
with the Sri Lanka Navy and vis-
it tourist and cultural sites.

Russia welcomes India’s...
summit in Bishkek last week,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
called for an immediate end to
the conflict and urged the
Russian leader to move from
“endless war towards end of
war”. Days later, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar travelled
to the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv
and stated that India is ready
to contribute whatever it can
to bring peace to Ukraine.

“We know the position of
India on the Ukrainian con-
flict, and to a great extent, it
corresponds with our own posi-
tion because we do want the
solution to the Ukraine conflict
by peaceful means, and Russia
is open for this process,” Peskov
said. The Russian presidential
spokesperson also said that
Russia is waiting for negotia-
tions with India on setting up

new nuclear plants.
Selling of Su-57 aircraft to

India is also on the agenda, he
added. India is in the process
of procuring a batch of fifth-
generation fighter jets. Dassault
Aviation’s Rafale, Lockheed
Martin’s F-21, Boeing’s F/A-18
and the Eurofighter Typhoon
are among the main con-
tenders.

Citing the personal chem-
istry between PM Modi and
President Putin, Peskov said
they are “very pragmatic” and
sincere to be able to discuss in
a “very open and constructive
way” the most sensitive issues.

Indian companies are inter-
ested in expanding their pres-
ence in the Russian market and
investing in the Russian econ-
omy and “we appreciate that”,
he said. An artisan gives finishing touches to an idol of Lord Ganesh ahead of the

‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival, in Nadia, West Bengal on Tuesday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Sept 8 (PTI) 

THE Indian and Chinese Armies held
their first high-level commanders’ flag
talks in two sessions on both sides of
the frontier in the Arunachal Pradesh
sector this week in line with the out-
come reached at last month’s
Special Representatives dia-
logue in Beijing, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said on Tuesday.

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval had
held the Special
Representatives (SR) talks
with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi that focused on delimitation
of the frontier and sustaining work on
trans-boundary cooperation as well as
to maintain peace along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said the Senior Highest Military
Commander-Level Flag Meeting was
held at Wacha on the Indian side in
Arunachal Pradesh on September 6
and Damai on the Chinese side on Sept

7. “Pursuant to the understandings
reached between the Special
Representatives of India and China in
August 2025 and August 2026, and sub-
sequent discussions at the Working
Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination meetings held in Beijing

and New Delhi in May and August
2026 respectively, the first

Senior Highest Military
Commander-Level Flag
Meeting was held at Wacha
on the Indian side in
Arunachal Pradesh on

Sept 6 and Damai on the
Chinese side on Sept 7,”

Jaiswal said at his weekly media
briefing.

“A similar mechanism also exists in
the Western Sector,” he said.

Jaiswal also said that ties between
India and China are gradually moving
towards “positive direction”.

In his remarks at the SR meeting,
Doval said that normalcy in the ties
has been a direct result of both sides
maintaining peace and tranquillity in
the border areas.

NEW DELHI, Sept 8 (PTI) 

THE Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Krishna Swaminathan
will undertake an official visit to
Australia and New Zealand start-
ing September 9, aiming to bol-
ster naval cooperation and
strengthen maritime ties with
the two countries.

During the visit, the Chief of
the Naval Staff (CNS) will hold
bilateral discussions with the
senior leadership of the Royal
Australian Navy (RAN) and the

Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN),
officials said on Tuesday.

The visit is aimed at further
strengthening the Indian Navy’s
bilateral cooperation with the
two navies.

“The visit to Australia builds
upon the growing momentum in
India-Australia relations, fol-
lowing the third India-Australia
Annual Summit held in July 2026
and the second India-Australia
Defence Ministers’ Dialogue held
in June 2026,” a senior official said.

The two countries have con-

tinued to “deepen cooperation”
in defence and security, includ-
ing maritime security and region-
al cooperation, they said. 

During the visit, Admiral
Swaminathan will hold bilater-
al discussions with the senior
leadership of the RAN and engage
with senior Australian defence
leadership.

“The engagements will pro-
vide an opportunity to review
ongoing naval cooperation and
explore avenues for strengthen-
ing operational interaction, inter-

operability, information sharing,
training and professional
exchanges between the two
navies,” the official said.

The CNS will also visit key
operational and training estab-
lishments and interact with per-
sonnel of the RAN. 

The engagements will include
discussions on maritime capa-
bilities, emerging technologies
and professional military edu-
cation, reflecting the expanding
scope of cooperation between
the two navies.

Navy chief to visit Aus, NZ from today to bolster maritime ties

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan 

Indian, Chinese armies hold
second session of high-level
dialogue on border situation

KOLKATA, Sept 8 (PTI)

THE Enforcement Directorate (ED)
detected alleged financial irregularities
of around Rs 60 crore in an Urdu news-
paper linked to TMC Rajya Sabha MP
Nadimul Haque, during searches for
over 24 hours, officials said on Tuesday.

The marathon searches at premises
linked to Haque and his media entity
began on September 7 morning and
were completed early Tuesday.

“Financial records and digital doc-
uments are being examined to estab-
lish the trail of the transactions and
determine the nature and source of the
funds under investigation,” an ED offi-
cial told PTI on condition of anonymi-
ty. The central probe agency is prob-
ing alleged illegal financial transac-
tions involving the newspaper and is
examining whether some of the funds
were routed through hawala channels,
sources said. 

During the searches, ED officials
examined bank transaction records,
financial documents and digital mate-
rial, and questioned Haque at his res-
idence and office in Kolkata, he said.

The ED investigators are also look-
ing into the alleged movement of funds
linked to the TMC, he said. According
to ED sources, investigators found dis-
crepancies relating to transactions
worth around Rs 60 crore for which they
could not immediately find satisfac-
tory supporting records. 

The central probe agency is now
examining whether the transactions
were genuine business dealings or
whether the funds were moved through
informal channels, including hawala,
the official said.

Similar searches were conducted at
seven other locations in Delhi and
Ranchi, including the newspaper’s
office in the city’s Park Circus area and
premises linked to Haque. 

Rs 60 cr ‘financial irregularities’
in TMC MP-linked newspaper: ED

MUMBAI, Sept 8 (PTI) 

THREE men have been arrested for
allegedly forcing entry at a shopping
mall in Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC)
here while carrying a firearm, police
said on Tuesday, clarifying that the inci-
dent had no link to PMNarendra Modi’s
scheduled event in the area on Tuesday
evening. Earlier, a senior police offi-
cial had said that a 24-year-old man,
claiming to be a PMO official, and his
armed ‘bodyguard’ had been detained
at Nita Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre
in BKC hours before PM Modi’s event
there on Tuesday evening.

But police clarified later that the inci-
dent had occurred at Jio World Plaza

in BKC on Monday, and had no con-
nection with the Prime Minister’s event. 

The three suspects tried to gain entry
into the high-end shopping mall locat-
ed in the commercial district. 

When security staff stopped them,
the men produced a suspicious-look-
ing Govt identity card, argued with the
guards, and forced their way inside, a
senior official said. One of them was
carrying a firearm. 

Following a complaint by mall offi-
cials, the BKC Police registered a First
Information Report (FIR) under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) sec-
tions related to ‘impersonating a pub-
lic servant’ and ‘unlawful entry while
armed with a deadly weapon’. 

Three held for forcing entry at
shopping mall in Mumbai’s BKC;
no link to PM’s event: Police


