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Timings

KOLKATA

FRIDAY, AUG. 21

RISE 05:16 SET 18:04

RISE 13:05 SET 23:46

SATURDAY, AUG. 22

RISE 05:16 SET 18:03

RISE 13:58 SET 00:00

SUNDAY, AUG. 23

RISE 05:17 SET 18:02

RISE 14:48 SET 00:36

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

J
harkhand Chief Mi-
nister Hemant Soren
on Thursday said his

government would oppose
the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Amendment Bill,
2026, (MMDR Bill) on ev-
ery democratic, constitu-
tional and legal front, alleg-
ing that the Centre passed
it without taking States in-
to con�dence.

‘Adverse changes’
“The Centre has made
changes to the existing
MMDR Act that are highly
adverse and truly unfortu-
nate. These will seriously
impact every tribal, Dalit,
poor person, farmer and
labourer in the State,” Mr.

Soren said addressing re-
porters here.

Mr. Soren questioned
the Centre’s decision to
pass the legislation with-
out consulting the State go-
vernments and asked who
would compensate the
States for the losses ex-
pected to arise from the

changes. “It appears the
Central government will
not even compensate for
past losses,” he said.

He added that Jhark-
hand had already submit-
ted a claim to the Centre
for outstanding dues of
₹1.36 lakh crore from coal
companies.

Parliament passed the
Bill on August 13. The legis-
lation seeks to restrict the
States’ powers to levy tax-
es on mineral rights and
mineral-bearing lands.

“We strongly oppose it,
and we will also �ght bat-
tles against it at the demo-
cratic, constitutional, and
legal levels,” Mr. Soren
said.

He alleged that the Cen-
tral government appears
far more sensitive towards
developed States and feels

a greater sense of accoun-
tability towards them.
“There is absolutely no
sign of empathy for adiva-
sis, Dalits, or the backward
classes,” he said.

Left to stage stir
Meanwhile, Left parties
announced to launch a
week-long agitation across
the State from August 25 to
protest against the Bill.
The announcement was
made during a joint press
conference by the mem-
bers of Left parties, includ-
ing CPI, CPI(M), CPI(ML)
Liberation, SUCI and For-
ward Bloc, here.

However, All Jharkhand
Students Union (AJSU) Par-
ty chief Sudesh Mahto hit
out at the ruling JMM term-
ing its opposition to the Bill
a “political stunt”. 

We will oppose mines Bill
through legal, constitutional
means, says Jharkhand CM

Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren speaking at the

JMM’s Central Committee

meeting in Ranchi on Thursday.
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Soren says Centre passed Bill without taking States into con�dence, changes in existing law will

seriously impact tribal, Dalit, and poor people besides farmers and labourers in State
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A sum of ₹13,427 crore has
been allocated to build ov-
er 11 lakh houses under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoja-
na-Gramin (PMAY-G) in Bi-
har, Union Agriculture Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced in
Patna on Thursday.

Mr. Chouhan was parti-
cipating in a ‘Griha Pra-
vesh’ event to hand over
keys to the bene�ciaries of
2.35 lakh houses complet-
ed under the PMAY-G in
the current �nancial year. 

He said 11,18,937 new
houses have been ap-
proved under the scheme
and handed over the sanc-
tion letter to Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary. He said
the initiative was not just

about constructing houses
but also providing dignity,
security, and a better qual-
ity of life to poor families. 

“A pucca house is not a
structure of brick and ce-
ment. It is a symbol of dig-
nity and con�dence for an
entire family,” he said.

Mr. Choudhary handed
over house keys to the ex-
isting bene�ciaries and
sanction letters to the new-

ly selected ones under the
scheme. He said only 30
lakh houses were con-
structed in Bihar between
1986 and 2014 under the
Indira Awas Yojana. “Un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
allocation was made to
build 50 lakh permanent
houses for poor families in
Bihar between 2014 and
2026,” he said.

₹13,427 crore allocated to build 11
lakh homes in Bihar under PMAY-G
Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Bihar CM Samrat Choudhary and Union Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan with a beneficiary of the PMAY-G in Patna on Thursday. ANI

Former Punjab Chief Mi-
nister Charanjit Singh
Channi on Thursday said
party high command al-
lowed him to skip the Con-
gress Working Committee
(CWC) meeting as he was
to appear in an examina-
tion at Panjab University
here.

Skipped CWC
meeting for
exam: Channi
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The Bombay High Court on
Thursday halted the Mum-
bai civic body’s plan to
convert Neville D’Souza
Football Ground at Bandra
Reclamation into an exhi-
bition or convention
centre. A Bench directed
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) to
refrain from taking any
steps until the next hearing
on September 18.

The court asked the civ-
ic body where people
would play football if its
plan went ahead. 

The Bench observed
that some space must re-
main open, otherwise the
next generation would for-
get outdoor sports and
grounds. 

HC halts BMC

plan for Bandra

football ground
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