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Four minors kill 
elderly man for 
money, arrested
Alappuzha: Four teenagers, 
including a 13-year-old girl, 
have been apprehended in con-
nection with the recent murder 
of  an elderly man at Karuvatta 
here, with police suspecting 
that the accused wanted to steal 
money to buy a high-end mo-
bile and a bike, officials said on 
Tuesday.

The girl, a Class 8 student, 
was a close relative of  the vic-
tim, Sivankutty (65) of  Karu-
vatta. The three other minors, 
friends of  the girl, are from 
Paravur in Kollam district, po-
lice said. According to police, 
Sivankutty was found dead, 
with hands and legs tied and a 
cloth tightened around the 
neck, inside his house on Mon-
day. His chain and the gold kept 
in the house were allegedly 
missing. The girl’s statements 
raised suspicion, following 
which police intensified the in-
vestigation and detained the 
four. Police suspect that the 
murder occurred during the 
theft attempt. The girl allegedly 
informed the teenagers about 
the possibility of  gold, sources 
said. “Theft is suspected to be 
the motive for the murder. The 
accused wanted to find money 
to buy a high-end phone and a 
motorbike,” police said. � PTI

Three sentenced to eight 
life terms for murdering 
seven of family in 2015
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Madurai

More than 11 years after sev-
en members of  a family were 
burnt alive at their house in 
Kumarapuram near Sedapatti, 
the Madurai Additional Dis-
trict Court on Tuesday convict-
ed three accused and sentenced 
each of  them to eight life terms, 
besides 10 years in prison and a 
fine of  `45,000.

The court, presided over by 
Judge Udayavelavan, found 
Pandeeswari (21), wife of  Kan-
nan; Murugeshwari (40), wife 
of  Thangavelu; and Rajapandi 
(19), son of  Thangavelu, guilty 
of  the charges. The sentences 
are to run concurrently.

According to police, the inci-
dent occurred around 2 am on 
May 20, 2015, following a family 
dispute. Velu (60), his son Kan-
nan (25), Velu’s wife Pechiyam-
mal (55), Suganya (35), San-
geetha (17), Sanjith (12), and 
Vinith (10) were killed after 
their house was allegedly set 
ablaze by Pandeeswari, her 
mother, and brother.

Reportedly, the murders fol-
lowed a long-running marital 
dispute between Kannan and 

Pandeeswari, who had regis-
tered their marriage in March 
2013 after police intervention. 
Kannan later moved to Chen-
nai, while his family reportedly 
sought to end the marriage and 
have him remarry. On the night 
before the incident, the two 
families approached the Peri-
yakattalai panchayat president 
to settle the dispute. Kannan’s 
family offered money to end the 
marriage, but Pandeeswari re-
fused, leading to an altercation 
with Kannan.

Police alleged that the dis-
pute triggered the subsequent 
attack. In the early hours of  
May 20, 2015, Pandeeswari, her 
mother Murugeshwari and 
brother Rajapandi, allegedly 
locked Kannan’s family inside 
their house, poured fuel into it 
and set it ablaze. Kannan, his 
parents, sister and three chil-
dren died in the fire.

The court convicted all three 
accused under Section 120(b) of  
the IPC and sentenced them to 
life imprisonment with a fine 
of  `5,000 each. They were also 
sentenced to 10 years’ impris-
onment with a fine of  `5,000 
each under Section 436. 

Cops crack `1.5-cr phone theft 
case, arrest 4 of gang from WB
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Tirupati

Tirupati district police busted an 
inter-State mobile theft gang allegedly 
involved in stealing high-end smart-
phones from large showrooms and 
smuggling them towards the Bangla-
desh border, arresting four persons 
and recovering 195 mobile phones and 
five Apple iPads worth around `1.50 
crore. The arrests followed a six-day 
investigation into the August 8 burgla-
ry at Sono Vision Mobile Showroom on 
Air Bypass Road in Tirupati. The bur-
glars allegedly drilled a hole through 
the wall to enter the showroom in the 
early hours and escaped with 195 mo-
bile phones and five Apple iPads.

Crime inspectors, Clues Team per-

sonnel, cyber crime staff, command 
control personnel and other police of-
ficials examined the crime scene, ana-
lysed the modus operandi and tracked 
the suspects using technical evidence. 
Investigators identified the suspects as 
members of  an organised gang.

SP L Subbarayudu examining the stolen items  
recovered by the Tirupati  police |  express

AP okays enhanced quota 
for BCs in local body polls
Vijayawada: The Andhra Pradesh 
State Cabinet meeting, chaired by 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, on Tuesday finalised a 
revised reservation framework, 
approving enhanced Backward 
Class (BC) quotas of 34% in Rural 
Local Bodies and 33.33% in Urban 
Local Bodies Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) and Rural Local Bodies 
(RLBs), fulfilling a key poll 
promise made by the TDP-led 
NDA coalition. Detailing the 
statutory backing behind the 
reservation framework, Naidu 
explained that the 34% quota for 
RLBs aligns with the provisions of 
the AP Panchayat Raj Act of 1994. 
Naidu pointed out that this quota 
structure was first successfully 
executed in 1995. ENS
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K a r t h i k  K  K  @ Mysuru

The controversial Hanur for-
est shootout, in which three 
men from Tamil origin were 
killed, took a turn on Tuesday 
after Mahima Das, who had al-
legedly fled the spot and re-
mained untraceable, released a 
video from an undisclosed loca-
tion, claiming that he feared for 
his life and needs protection.

Das, who was alleg-
edly with the deceased 
when the firing took 
place in the Cauvery 
Wildlife Sanctuary on 
August 15, had been ad-
mitted to a hospital in 
Mysuru.  Minister 
Puttaranga Shetty had 
visited the hospital. 
But after treatment, 
Das went missing.

In the video, shared with the 
media by his villagers, Das 
gives an account of  the inci-
dent and claims that the forest 
personnel opened fire soon af-
ter four of  them came down a 
hill. Das alleged that the firing 
took place around 5.30 am on 
August 15.

“Forest department person-
nel arrived and opened fire. I 
was frightened and ran away. 

There was no sound for about 
five minutes. I returned home. 
As I was unwell, I was taken to 
a hospital,” he said.

Lourde Mary, wife of  the de-
ceased Anthony, has stated in 
her complaint that the four had 
gone to the forest in search of  a 
missing cow. But the forest de-
partment claimed the four were 
poachers. 

The video shows Das speak-
ing in Kannada for 50 
seconds and in Tamil 
for 30 seconds. It is un-
clear whether the au-
thorities have located 
him. 

Further, Das claimed 
that he had learnt that 
Forest Department of-
ficials were looking for 
him to use him as a 

witness in the case.
His statement assumes sig-

nificance in the ongoing magis-
terial inquiry, as he was be-
lieved to be with the three 
deceased at the time of  firing.

The magisterial inquiry or-
dered by the Chamarajanagar 
district administration is head-
ed by Kollegala Sub-Divisional 
Officer Dinesh Kumar Meena, 
who has directed to submit the 
report within seven days.

Karnataka shootout: Foresters fired 
first, claims ‘missing’ survivor in video

Mahima Das

TN should do their job, we should do ours: DKS
Bengaluru: Expressing displeasure over former 
chief minister of Tamil Nadu O Panneerselvam’s 
remarks on the Hanur encounter case, Karnataka 
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Tuesday urged 
political leaders from TN to respect the federal 
system and not to interfere in the affairs of other 
states. Addressing reporters in Bengaluru on 
Tuesday, Shivakumar said, “This is a federal 
structure. No state should interfere in another’s 

administration. Panneerselvam or anyone. They should follow 
political ethics. I cannot interfere in Tamil Nadu’s law and order 
problem. Every state has its own problems. They should also 
know that. We know how to protect our state’s interests. Let 
them do their job. We will do ours. I don’t want to interfere in 
their administration.” Responding to a question on Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay’s demand for an honest 
investigation into the forest firing case, Shivakumar said, “I don’t 
want to comment on it. It’s a general discourse. They should do 
their job. We should do ours.”� ENS

K’taka BJP constitutes fact-finding team
Bengaluru: The Karnataka BJP on Tuesday constituted a team to 
ascertain the facts regarding the circumstances leading to the 
firing carried out by forest officials in the Hanur wildlife range on 
August 15. The fact-finding team comprises BJP Karnataka state 
vice-president N Mahesh, state secretary Lakshmi Ashwin Gowda, 
state president of the party’s Minority Morcha Anil Thomas, 
former legislator C S Niranjan Kumar, and party leader Hanur 
Venkatesh. The members of the committee have been directed to 
visit the incident site, conduct an inspection, and submit a 
comprehensive report within a week.� PTI

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi on 
Tuesday announced a `1,000-crore special 
package for people affected by recent floods in 
six districts of the state

`1k cr aid 
package
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Tender Enquiry No.  MQP-268/2026-27/PO(M)  Dated: 17.08.2026 
Chief Engineer / Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites e-tender for Design, Supply, 
Testing, Commissioning, Integration, Reading. Analysis and 5 year O&M of -/5 Amp. 11KV/110V &-/1 
Amp. -/110V DLMS Compliant AC, 3 Phase, 4 wire CT/PT operated fully Static and AMR compatible 
smart HT & EHT Tri vector Consumer Energy meters (CATEGORY D-3) of accuracy class 0.28 with 
‘Optical Port’. AMI system & Communication infrastructure with a network platform across Punjab and 
Empanelment of technically eligible firms for private sale of above material.
For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 17.08.2026, 
17:00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
1043/C-803/26/18/08/2026
1079/12/2026-27/14379


