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Police arrested three persons for selling ganja in 
Rayachoti of Annamayya and seized 1.5 kg of ganja. SP 
Dheeraj Kunubilli said they illegally procured the ganja
from Odisha. A case was registered under the NDPS Act

THREE 
HELD

Govt chalks 24/7 
power plan amid 
El Niño demand
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has for-
mulated a comprehensive en-
ergy roadmap to guarantee un-
interrupted, reliable 24/7 
quality power supply to citi-
zens while effectively mitigat-
ing the severe impact of  El 
Niño weather conditions, an-
nounced Special Chief  Secre-
tary (Energy) K Vijayanand.

Speaking at the AP Power Co-
ordination Committee (AP-
PCC) meeting held on Tuesday 
at Vidyut Soudha in Vijayawa-
da, Vijayanand outlined the 
state’s bold plan. 

The strategy includes 
procuring 1,600 MW of  
new thermal power 
alongside expanding 
and establishing over 
2,000 MW of  advanced 
Battery Energy Storage and 
pumped hydro storage projects. 
The initiative aims to eliminate 
peak-demand power deficits, 
significantly lower procure-
ment costs, and enhance over-
all grid stability.

To meet future demand un-
der Section 63 of  the Electricity 
Act, 2003, the government will 
procure 1,600 MW of  cost-com-
petitive thermal base-load pow-
er through Tariff-Based Com-
petitive Bidding (TBCB) on a 
Design, Build, Finance, Own,
and Operate (DBFOO) frame-
work for 12 to 25 years. 

Generators nationwide can 

bid to secure the lowest landed 
tariff. Developers must main-
tain 15 days’ coal stock and sub-
mit performance bank guaran-
tees.  APGENCO can use 
imported coal during El Niño, 
with procurement through a 
transparent competitive bid-
ding process.

The Special Chief  Secretary 
for Energy directed the power 
distribution companies (DIS-
COMs) to formulate a compre-
hensive 12-month advance pow-
er supply plan extending
through next September.

To prevent solar energy spill-
age during the day and meet 

evening peak demands, 
AP is deploying 1,500 
MW / 6,000 MWh of  
Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems (BESS).

Driven by severe El 
Niño conditions, average 

daily power consumption in 
August surged by 20% year-on-
year to 269 MU, with peak daily 
demand touching 286 MU and 
September loads expected to 
reach 14,150 MW. 

The government’s proactive 
infrastructure push ensures 
unhindered free power for agri-
culture and uninterrupted 
power supply for households. 

Integrating advanced tech-
nologies will fortify the state’s 
grid against extreme weather 
challenges,  per manently 
strengthening AP’s energy 
landscape, Vijayanand ex-
pressed firm confidence.

Utilises 1,600 MW of thermal power, 2K MW 
of BESS to ensure uninterrupted supply

JICA, NITI Aayog officials inspect Smart Kitchen in Kadapa
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

JAPAN International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) representa-
tive Yumiko Onishi and NITI 
Aayog health and nutrition spe-
cialist Mohit Sood inspected 
the functioning of  Smart Kitch-
en system being implemented 
in Kadapa district as part of  ef-
forts to improve the quality and 
delivery of  school meals.

Kadapa Collector Sridhar 
Cherukuri explained in detail 
the functioning of  the Smart 
Kitchen at the ZP High School 
in Kondapeta village of  Chen-
nur mandal. He briefed the 
JICA and NITI Aayog repre-

sentatives about the various 
sections of  kitchen and proc-
esses followed in preparing and 
supplying meals to students.

The visiting officials later in-
spected the implementation of  
the Dokka Seethamma Mid-Day 
Meal Scheme at the PM ZP 
Girls’ High School and Junior 
College at Chennur mandal 
headquarters. They tasted the 
meals supplied through the 
Smart Kitchen and expressed 
satisfaction over their quality.

JICA representative Yumiko 
Onishi, NITI Aayog representa-
tive Mohit Sood, the Collector 
and Joint Collector Nidhi Mee-
na also had lunch alongside the 

students and interacted with 
them during the meal.

During the visit, the Collec-
tor read out posters prepared 
by the students on the Smart 
Kitchen system and the mid-
day meal scheme. The visiting 
officials also participated in a 
photo session with students.

Yumiko Onishi expressed 
satisfaction over the function-
ing and management of  the 
Smart Kitchen system. The vis-
it highlighted the efforts being 
made by the district adminis-
tration to ensure nutritious, 
hygienic and quality meals for 
schoolchildren through an or-
ganised kitchen system.

JICA representative Yumiko Onishi and NITI Aayog health and nutrition specialist 
Mohit Sood inspecting the functioning of Smart Kitchen in Kadapa |  EXPRESS

MA&UD Secy to showcase 
AP’s urban growth at IFAT
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

MUNICIPAL Administration 
and Urban Development 
(MA&UD) Principal Secretary 
S Suresh Kumar will attend the 
crucial IFAT India-2026 confer-
ence in Mumbai on September 
9 as a distinguished guest and 
speaker, where he will show-
case the State’s drive for urban 
transformation.

AP has emerged as a leading 
state in driving urban transfor-
mation via initiatives focused 
on civic reforms, sanitation, 
solid waste management, sus-
tainable urban service delivery 
and capacity building across 
Urban Local Bodies. 

IFAT India 2026 is scheduled 
to be held from September 9 to 
11 at the Bombay Exhibition 
Centre, Mumbai. The confer-
ence’s agenda is primarily fo-
cused on strengthening India’s 

waste management and urban 
sustainability ecosystem.

AP has been a pioneering 
state in urban waste manage-
ment and circular economy 
through a series of  initiatives 
under the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion 2.0. Also, the monthly 
Swar na Andhra - 
Swachha Andhra 
campaign being con-
ducted since January 
2025 has resulted in 
perceptible behaviour 
change among citi-
zens vis-a-vis waste 
management.

Andhra Pradesh’s 
experiences, innova-
tions and achievements in ad-
vancing urban development, 
municipal governance, sustain-
able infrastructure and waste 
management initiatives will be 
highlighted at the conference.

Exchange of  best practices, 
innovative approaches and 

practical experiences in urban 
management and service deliv-
ery, enriching the discussions 
and fostering inter-state col-
laboration will be significant 
on the conference agenda.

The Union Ministry of  Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs is organ-

ising a special session 
“Urban Sanitation 
Beyond 2027: Emerg-
ing Priorities for In-
dia’s Next Decade” 
during IFAT India 
2026.

Suresh Kumar will 
be a panelist for the 
discussion on “Im-
proving Municipal 

Service Delivery for Sustaina-
ble Sanitation”, on September 
9. It will explore approaches for 
strengthening municipal fi-
nancing, attracting invest-
ments and enhancing private 
sector engagement to sustain 
urban sanitation services.

TTD Trust Board may regularise around 2,400 contract workers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirumala

THE Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Trust Board is 
considering regularising the 
services of  around 2,400 long-
serving contract and outsourced 
workers, who are part of  a work-
force of  more than 14,000 person-
nel engaged across various tem-
ple departments.

The Trust Board has held sev-
eral discussions on transition-

ing its contract and outsourcing 
workforce into regular service 
rolls, with the process expected 
to follow statutory guidelines 
and eligibility criteria.

In previous meetings, the TTD 
Trust Board resolved to imple-
ment Government Order (GO) 
No. 114 to provide job security to 
eligible workers, subject to indi-
vidual departmental eligibility 
criteria.

For the remaining workforce, 

the board has considered evalu-
ating employees registered with 
the Sri Lakshmi Srinivasa Man-
power Corporation, a TTD-
founded entity, to extend job se-
curity and standardised benefits 
based on legal eligibility.

Pending a formal decision on 
regularisation, the board has 
been extending welfare benefits 
to contract and outsourcing 
workers. During major events 
such as the annual Brahmotsa-

vams, employees have received 
cash incentives, including ̀ 6,850 
each, along with regular employ-
ees. The board has also approved 
an increase in minimum month-
ly wages to `26,000 to offset the 
rising cost of  living.

The board has extended dedi-
cated Srivari darshan facilities 
and Laddu and Vada entitlement 
cards to contract and outsourc-
ing workers. It has proposed en-
hanced job security for contract 

personnel working under Facil-
ity Management Services (FMS) 
and the Forest Department.

The proposed regularisation 
aims to provide job security and 
employment benefits to workers 
involved in the day-to-day opera-
tions of  TTD. However, their 
transition to regular rolls would 
require an assessment of  eligi-
bility criteria, financial implica-
t i o n s  a n d  m a n p o w e r 
requirements.

Living Tree Ganesha a 
major attraction in EG
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Rajamahendravaram

A rare living ‘Tree Ganesha’ 
made entirely from plants at a 
nursery in Pottlanka village in 
East Godavari district has be-
come a major attraction ahead 
of  Vinayaka Chavithi.

Nursery farmer Dhulam 
Dhanaraju of  Murugan Nurs-
ery spent nearly two years 
shaping the nine-foot-tall and 
four-foot-wide Ganesha. He 
first built an iron-wire frame-
work in the shape of  Ganesha 
and planted four Malpighia 
shrubs around it. Through reg-
ular care and pruning, the 
plants gradually grew around 
the framework and took the 
shape of  Lord Ganesha.

A Class X pass-out, Dhanara-
ju entered the nursery business 
driven by his interest in creat-
ing artistic plant sculptures. 
His creations, including chess 
pieces, garden lights and floral 

shapes, have attracted custom-
ers from several States.

Dhanaraju said he had not 
created the Tree Ganesha for 
sale. He said he would like to 
present it to Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Pawan Kalyan for display 
at his party office or farmhouse 
if  given an opportunity.

No mining in  
Panchadarla: 
Govt to HC 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE government informed 
the High Court on Tuesday 
that it had declared the en-
tire Panchadarla hill area 
of  Anakapalle a no-mining 
zone and halted all mining 
activities there.

Government Special 
Counsel Yatindra Dev said 
AP had declared 2,153 hec-
tares a no-mining zone and 
halted operations. One 
company had begun min-
ing, but the government 
stopped it; two others had 
not started. Notices were 
issued to two leaseholders, 
and counsel sought time.

The PIL was filed by Up-
puluri Naidu of  Apparayy-
udupalem village, chal-
lenging mining leases 
granted to Vijay Kumar 
Nayudu, Rithvik Projects 
Pvt Ltd and Sri Lakshmi 
Narasimha Minerals.

The petitioner’s senior 
counsel, alleged that min-
ing activities were still 
continuing. A Division 
Bench comprising Chief  
Justice Lisa Gill and Jus-
tice Challa Gunaranjan 
adjourned the hearing, di-
recting the State to place 
the latest details before it.


