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central bank
on Wednesday
10N B moved billions
";,",“ worth of its gold
) ves out of North
ccaina move it

eribed 28 risis

,,uedneu'lln atime of

bal politica) unrest
‘:( wsalhl\ between
jarch and August, some
5 metric tons (94.8 tons)
{ gold were ensterred to
pndon from the
ombined total of around
13 metric tons (345 tons)
\old in New York and
yttawa, Canada. Before the
nove, New York housed
11.3 pet cent of the Dutch
'gold. and Ottawa held
19.7 per cent. After the
move, both cities now hold
18.5 per cent, the bank
said. The bank owns 612.4
metric tons (675 tons) of
gold that was worth 72.2
billion euros (about USD
83.6 billion) at the end of
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When roads end, dropes carry Nepal's dead home

PRESS TRUST OF INDA
B Kathmangy

In the Rood ravaged hills of Nepal
drones are doing something far
beyond thelr traditional role of
taking aerial photographe or

canving the dead home.

Seven bodies were alrited by
Arones this week from Devighat 3
0 Nuwakot to Devighat 5, from an
area so difficult and dangerous to
Navigate that rescuers could not
safely reach 1, according to a
feport published In The
Nathmandu Post newspaper on
Wednesday.

It was “perhaps their most
unusual role yet", the repont sald.
The drone team Included person-
el from Nepal Police, Nepal Army,
and drone manufacturing
ompany Garud X.

The unusual operation Is the
latest example of how drones,
250 known as unmanned aerial
Vvehicles (UAVs). are quletly becom
Ing an extra palr of hands
and eyes in Nepal's
disaster response.

From ferrying food and med|
cines to cut-off communities,
searching for survivors In Inacces-
sible areas and even alrlifting
le5 from locatlons too danger-
I rescuers to reach, drones

InNepal are rAMN"‘!‘“”‘s‘"fa"
image s mereteas 0 PURCEE,
phy and mapping and eerEE
ammumwnm;
In Devighat 1.0 "
areas, an Al enal """’"‘"m
ty few over stranded vmnp""m
Joudcpeaker asking them & S0
of simple question. mmlnm‘
water Food Medlcine hnds
were atked to ralse thelf

nse. 8
e e g 00
we make an assessment !oldm
they require and send the d! e
through drones,” mitan ”anda
director of Airif Technology oying
drone pilot, was quoted 35

the Post report.
wme dmv:allfo asked Dew:f ;‘:
provide a phone numbe!
address, which could be 7
a placard or even In the '3,““;
allowing operators to identlfy the
locatlon and requirements.

The system has particular value
inadisaster llke the recent 10095
where roads and bridges have
been washed away and communl-
tles separated by swollen rivers
«can no longer reach one another.
“We supplied atleast 15 tonnes of
emergency supplles. Including
food. tothe affected areas In three
days,” Pandey sald

In another operation.

drone

was flown Mt the el of he
Upper T”‘"um hydropowe’
WI;L Whers Yol Sorkers
are belleved o, o
'oll_mmngmg avel::gn ré Wf"gm.
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Rallengna . ocks I isky and
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The drona Adarha grusal
"€ found ng gigns o IIfe
the tunne!
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€4 Mising gt varlous
Profect ng the
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cCording 1o (he ingependent

report

power Producers' Assoclation of
Nepal. The country’s drone ecosys-
tem began taking shape after the
2015 earthquake, when Intemation-
al agencles brought the technolo-
gy for damage assessment and
recovery operations. Much of that
capabllity is now being developed
and operated by Nepall companies
and young drone enthusiasts

Nepal's growing expertise is also
beginning to find applications
outside the country. Its private
sector has provided drone-based
services In Bhutan for multhhazard
risk assessment, according to the
World Bank

There are, however, limits.
Payload capacity, range and
weather conditions can restrict
thelr use. But where roads disap-

thelr alert levels following rainfall
in different parts of the country.
According to the Department of
Hydrology and Meteorology's
Flood

pear,

terrain Iy simply too dangerous for

humans, operators say the Impact

of a relativety small alrcraft can be
to Its size.

OWvision, the
sun Kosh| RVef In Sindhy|) district
the Budhi Gandaki River in Gorkha
and the Mahakall River |n

It's the cheapest mode of trans.
porting supplles compared to
choppers, operators say. “For a
country repeatedly exposed to

bove alert levels

35 0f 6 AM ON September 2.
The dMslon 0N Tuesday said tha
the Marsyangd! River in tamjung
district has crossed the danger

5] floods,
and mountain hazards, the rise of
locally developed drone technol
ogy could mark a significant shit
In how Nepal responds to disasters
putting eyes, cargo and rescue
capabliity Into places where
human access Is simply too dan.

gerous," Pandey sald.

AlriIR Technology, which assem
bles drones In Kathmandu using
imported components, says the
next step Is enabling the technol
ogy to be used more widely.

"We Just need an appropriate
policy to promote such a life-
saving machine.” Pandey sald
Nepalese authorities —on
Wednesday urged people iving In
the central, western, and eastern
parts of the Himalayan Nation t0
remaln alert after water levels in
three major rivers have cros

mark at the Bht water
level manitoring centre at 11,15, py

Acconding 10 e latest detalls
released by the dVision, the water
level In the Marsyangdi River ts sty
On the dse. WIth the Increase |
water flow In the river, the risk of
Mooding Is high

As the watef level has crosseq
the danger ImIt. peope residing
Inthe downs!"€am area are
to remaln aler. according to the
Natlonal DIs3s'ef Risk Reduction
and Management Auchority
(NDRRMA.

The divislon has asked peopla
living In lower areas along these
rivers to take SPeCIal precautions
as flood risk eMains. Authorities
have also UTBed residents near
river banks t0 feMain vigilant and
identify safe locations In case
water levels rise further
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