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GUWAHATI, Sept 9:
Assam Public Works (APW)
president Aabhijeet Sharma
on Wednesday alleged that
a buffalo syndicate was
operating across Assam,
involving the transporta-
tion of buffaloes by rail.

Addressing the media,
Sharma alleged that the
syndicate shifted to rail
transportation after the
West Bengal government
stopped movement by road.
He claimed that Maulana
Exports Inc. — “Livestock-
Soap Oils-Pet”, a Murshida-
bad-based company, was
involved in the alleged
operation.

Drug menace among youth triggers
intensified night patrols across Guwahati

Buffalo syndicate operating across Assam: APW

Sharma alleged that 25
buffaloes were initially
brought to Rangia railway
station under a Nagaland-
related SOP, but claimed
that the actual number was
100-150, with the animals

shown as being meant for
the Agriculture Department.

He further alleged that
trucks transported the
buffaloes from Rangia to
Changsari and then through
Jorabat to Meghalaya, from
where they were allegedly
moved towards Bangla-
desh.

Sharma also alleged that
a political leader collected
Rs 1.20 lakh per truck and
claimed that one person
from Hatigaon and three
from Sonapur were in-
volved in the alleged
network. He demanded to
seek an investigation into
the allegations and take
immediate steps to stop the
alleged operation.

N.F. Railway Employees’ Union felicitating
noted actor of Assam and West Bengal

George Baker, who acted in the famous Assamese
film Chameli Memsaab, in Guwahati. (UB)
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GUWAHATI, Sept 9: The grow-
ing availability and use of drugs
among young people has
emerged as a serious concern in
Guwahati, prompting police to
intensify night-time patrolling
and surveillance across several
parts of the city.

In a major overnight security
operation, police personnel pa-
trolled major roads as well as in-
ner lanes in Jalukbari, Maligaon,
Pandu and Azara, conducting
checks and surveillance to
strengthen public safety and keep
a close watch on suspected crim-
inal and drug-related activities.

The heightened police pres-
ence came amid concerns that
drug abuse was increasingly af-

fecting the younger generation,
with residents calling for strong-
er preventive measures, regular
surveillance and stricter action
against those involved in the il-
legal drug trade.

Residents of Jalukbari said
the police presence during late
hours was particularly important
in areas where young people fre-
quently gathered.

“Drug-related activities are
becoming a serious concern, es-
pecially when young people are
involved. Regular police patrol-
ling can act as a deterrent and pre-
vent such activities from taking
root in residential areas,” said a
Jalukbari resident.

Another resident said polic-
ing needed to extend beyond the
main roads. “Police patrols on the

main roads are welcome, but the
inner lanes also need constant
monitoring. If checking is carried
out regularly, people involved in
illegal activities will think twice
before operating in the area,” the
resident said.

In Pandu, students said the
growing drug menace was creat-
ing anxiety among young people
and called for greater surveillance
around educational and residen-
tial areas.

“Students are among those
most vulnerable to drug abuse and
peer pressure. Apart from strict
police action, regular patrolling
around areas where students move
and gather can help prevent young
people from getting drawn into
drugs,” said a student from Pandu.
During the overnight operation,

police teams maintained a visible
presence across the identified are-
as, checking vehicles and moni-
toring suspicious movement.

The operation also sought to
strengthen preventive policing by
ensuring that police personnel re-
mained visible on the streets dur-
ing late-night hours.

The intensified patrolling was
part of the police effort to curb
drug-related activities and other
forms of crime and reinforce a
sense of security among residents.

With the drug menace increas-
ingly becoming a concern among
families and young people, the lat-
est operation underlined the need
for sustained policing rather than
sporadic drives, particularly in are-
as vulnerable to drug peddling and
associated criminal activities.

AASU demands swift probe
into Manipur musician’s killing
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GUWAHATI, Sept 9: The
All Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) has expressed out-
rage over the alleged bru-
tal killing of Manipuri mu-
sic teacher Chongtham
Vikram Singh in New Del-
hi and demanded a swift
and impartial investigation
into the case.

In a statement, AASU
president Utpal Sarma ques-
tioned why the safety of peo-
ple from the Northeast con-
tinued to be a concern in the
national capital. He de-
scribed the killing as a seri-
ous incident and said merely
expressing condolences or

delaying the investigation
would not be acceptable.

Sarma demanded that
the authorities not only ar-
rest the accused but also en-
sure that the charges were
proved in court and that the

guilty received exemplary
punishment.

He said people from the
Northeast wanted security
and justice rather than assur-
ances, and called upon the
government to take concrete
measures to ensure justice
for Singh’s family.

Sarma also criticised in-
cidents of alleged harass-
ment, discrimination and vi-
olence against people from
the Northeast and called for
greater unity among the re-
gion’s people across the coun-
try to collectively protest
against injustice. He ex-
pressed condolences to
Singh’s family and prayed for
the departed soul.

No relief for Sandipan,
Amritprabha as bail

hearing deferred
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GUWAHATI, Sept 9: Sandipon
Garg and Amritprabha Mahan-
ta, two of the accused in the
Zubeen Garg death case, re-
ceived no relief from the Gau-
hati High court on Wednesday
as the hearing on their bail ap-
plications was deferred.

Justice Mitali Thakuria’s
court fixed September 17 for the
next hearing on the bail pleas.

Both accused had ap-
proached the Gauhati High
Court after a fast-track court re-
jected their bail applications.

Zubeen death case

Police arrest 3
members of a

mobile theft gang
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GUWAHATI, Sept 9: Police
arrested three alleged mem-
bers of a mobile theft network
with suspected links to Bang-
ladesh during an operation on
Wednesday.

Fatasil Police arrested
Anar Hussain, Monir Alam and
Saddam Hussain after receiv-
ing inputs about a racket al-
legedly involved in moving
stolen mobile phones from
Assam towards Bangladesh.

According to police, the
accused collected stolen hand-
sets and transported them to
areas near the India-Bangladesh
border, from where the devices
were allegedly sent across the
international boundary.

Police launched the opera-
tion based on information ob-
tained while questioning an-
other accused arrested earlier
in a theft case. Acting on the
information, a Fatasil Police
team travelled to the border
area and tracked the suspected
members of the network.

Police allegedly caught
the trio while they were on
their way to sell stolen mobile
phones, using a purported
transaction as a cover. The ar-
rested persons were identified
as alleged receivers who col-
lected stolen handsets in In-
dia and facilitated their move-
ment into Bangladesh.
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GUWAHATI, Sept 9: Gauha-
ti Medical College and Hos-
pital (GMCH) held a high-
level meeting on robotic
surgery and advanced sur-
gical technology with Dr
Arvind Kumar, Chairman,
Institute of Chest Surgery,
Chest Oncosurgery and
Lung Transplantation,
Medanta Hospital.

The meeting focused
on knowledge sharing and
mentoring beyond surgi-
cal skills and was attend-
ed by the Joint Secretary

of the Medical Education
and Research Department,
the Principal-cum-Chief
Superintendent and Super-
intendent of GMCH, and
more than 20 faculty mem-
bers from the CTVS, Urolo-
gy, Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology and Surgery depart-
ments.

Dr Kumar, who has ex-
tensive experience in min-
imally invasive and robot-
ic thoracic surgery, shared
practical insights on ex-
panding and strengthen-
ing robotic surgical serv-
ices at GMCH.

GMCH discusses expansion
of robotic surgery services


