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Roof collapse: HM, 
engineer suspended

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B a g a l k o t

THE District Administration has taken a series of  
immediate and long-term measures following the 
incident at a government school in Mugalolli, where 
eight students were injured after a portion of  the 
school roof  collapsed.

The headmaster of  the school and a Junior Engi-
neer of  the Panchayat Raj Engineering Department 
(PRED) have been placed under suspension.

Eight children who were admitted to the District 
Hospital following the incident received treatment 
and were discharged.The District Administration has 
also recommended the suspension of  the Assistant 
Executive Engineer (AEE), PRED, to the competent 
authority. Show cause notices have been issued to the 
Deputy Director of  Public Instruction, Block Educa-
tion Officer and Executive Officer of  the Taluk Pan-
chayat concerned.

As an immediate safety measure, students from 
Classes 4 to 6 of  Mugalolli School are being shifted to 
a nearby KPS school. The Education Department will 
bear the transportation expenses. Students of  Classes 
1 to 3 will continue their classes in the safe classrooms 
available at the Mugalolli school.

VOTED FOR DECADES, BUT NOW ‘NO MAPPING’ TAG:  
FORMER SECY’S NAME MISSING FROM VOTER ROLLS

B A N S Y  K A L A P P A  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE omission of  several long-time 
residents, including Dr Sharath Chan-
dra, who was secretary in charge of  
science and technology in the Karna-
taka government, from the draft elec-
toral rolls has raised questions over 
the SIR. Dr Chandra, who also served 
as former Karnataka State Pollution 
Control Board chairman and is a resi-
dent of  Amarjyothi Layout, Cholana-
gar, Hebbal, said his name, despite 
figuring in the 2002 electoral rolls, is 
now shown as “No Mapping”.

“I have downloaded the 2002 voter list 
from the website, and my name is clear-
ly there. I provided all the required de-
tails, including the constituency, booth 
number, part number and serial 
number. Yet the draft list shows ‘No 
Mapping’,” said Dr Chandra, who is in 
his seventies.He said the problem is not 
only with him but several residents in 
the locality too have been affected. He 
has since received a notice asking him 
to produce any one of  11 specified docu-
ments to establish his eligibility as a 
voter. “What is disturbing is that the 
notice warns that giving false informa-
tion is punishable. If  a voter is accused 
of  providing false information, why 
should the officer responsible for show-
ing an existing voter as ‘non-existent’ 
not be held accountable for wrong in-
formation and harassment,” he asked.

His wife, Dr Premalatha, a former 
director of  the Indira Gandhi Insti-
tute of  Child Health, said she too is a 
regular voter in the area. “I have vot-
ed since 2002. I filled up the SIR form, 
but my name does not figure in the 

new draft voter list,” she said.
Another resident Dr SV Hegde, a 

former professor at the University of  
Agricultural Sciences who has been 
staying in the locality for nearly 35 
years, said he was surprised that his 
name is missing from the draft rolls. “I 
am surprised that they left my name 
out. Many of  my neighbours’ names 
too are not on the list,” he added.

He suspects that the omission could 
be because they failed to provide 
booth details during verification. “I 
wonder who will remember the booth 
number from 23 years ago? I have 
raised the issue with the BLO,” he 
said. The electoral history of  the area 
itself  has added to the confusion, he 
said. “Our constituency was earlier 
Hebbal, then it moved to Yelahanka 
and now it is back to Hebbal again.”

Dr Chandra said, “I always used to 
say that the most important right I have 
is the right to exercise my franchise. 
Now they have taken it away.” He re-
called an incident from his younger 
days when he was registered as a voter 
in Mysuru and discovered that some-
body else had attempted to cast a vote 
in his name. “I cast a ‘challenge vote.’ 
Those days you could cast a challenge 
vote if  you found that someone had cast 
your vote in proxy,” he recalled.

The experiences of  the three resi-
dents raise questions about how elec-
toral databases are being reconciled 
with older rolls. They also underline 
the potential consequences of  techni-
cal or documentation-related gaps in 
the process and point to the need for 
greater transparency and an effective 
grievance-redress mechanism. 

Phase 2 slow in B’luru,  gains 
momentum in other places
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

THE process of  issuing notices 
and conducting hearings is on 
as part of  the second phase of  
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  electoral rolls. Howev-
er, 36,49,373 notices are yet to be 
delivered to the people, accord-
ing to the office of  the Chief  
Electoral Officer (CEO), Karna-
taka. People in Hassan and Chi-
tradurga districts have received 
the least number of  notices at 
1.25% and 1.70%, respectively. 
Bengaluru also ranks low in the 
list. It is 7.26% in BBMP’s Cen-
tral district where 31,159 notic-
es have been delivered, followed 
by Bangalore Urban district 
4.89% (46,271 notices), BBMP 
South district 4.05% and BBMP 
North district 13.15%.

As per data, 43,81,143 elec-
tors have been listed for issue 
of  notices under the anomaly/
logical discrepancy and no-
mapping categories. Of  them, 
7,31,770 notices have been is-
sued so far.

In Bengaluru’s BBMP Cen-
tral district, notices have been 
issued to 4,29,310 people. In 
Bangalore Urban 9,45,720, 
BBMP North 6,13,266 and 
BBMP South 4,18,043 notices 
have been issued.

The process of  hearing start-
ed on September 3. Till Septem-

ber 4, 206 cases have been heard. 
Hearings will continue till Octo-
ber 12 by electoral registration 
officers (EROs) and assistant 
EROs. Officials said informa-
tion related to those listed under 
the anomaly and no-mapping 
categories has been shared with 
the registered political parties 
for verification.

The officials admitted that 
they have been receiving que-
ries regarding electors being 
unable to find their names in 
the same part of  the draft elec-
toral roll where they had regis-
tered earlier. Due to rationali-
sation of  polling stations and 
re-serialisation of  electors, the 
part numbers and serial num-
bers have changed in many 
places. Hence, electors, who are 
unable to find their names in 
the previous parts, should 
search their EPIC numbers on 
voters.eci.gov.in or through the 
ECINET mobile application, 
the officials said.

To help voters, another spe-
cial campaign will be held on 
September 19 and 20. 

After rationalisation of  
polling stations, 1,873 new 
booth level officers (BLOs) 
and 3,926 EROs have been ap-
pointed. Bangalore Urban has 
the highest number of  512 new 
EROs, followed by BBMP 
North 322, Shivamogga 266 
and BBMP South 237.

CAUVERY ROW 
TN farmer leader 
demands `1L cr 
damage from K’taka
B A N S Y  K A L A P P A  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE Cauvery water-sharing dispute esca-
lated on Friday as South Indian Rivers 
Linking Farmers’ Association president P 
Ayyakannu demanded that the Tamil Nadu 
government approach the Supreme Court 
to claim Rs 1 lakh crore in damages from 
Karnataka, accusing the neighbouring 
state of  flouting the apex court’s water-re-
lease order. Speaking to reporters, Ayyakan-
nu alleged that Karnataka had failed to re-
lease water to Tamil Nadu in accordance 
with the Supreme Court’s judgment, which 
he said was the reason the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment had been unable to supply water 
to its farmers. He claimed Karnataka was 
currently releasing only 7,000 cusecs of  wa-
ter against a required minimum of  18,000 
cusecs. When contacted for a response, Kar-
nataka’s Water Resources Minister N S 
Cheluvarayaswamy declined to comment.

Additional Chief  Secretary (Water Re-
sources) Gaurav Gupta said he “would not 
like to respond to the statement.”

The remarks drew sharp criticism from 
farmer leaders in Karnataka. Kurubur 
Shantakumar pointed out that numerous 
taluks across Chamarajanagar, Mysuru and 
Mandya districts have been declared 
drought-hit, leaving no water available for 
crops in the region, even as calls are being 
made to sue Karnataka. 

Chandrashekar, who said he has person-
ally studied the Cauvery basin from Bhag-
amandala to the coast, questioned how 
such claims could be made while more 
than 120 taluks in Karnataka are reeling 
under drought.

ROAR AND REVELRY
Young performers who painted their  faces and body in tiger colours take part in ‘Huli  Vesha’ (tiger dance) celebrations  

on the occasion of Krishna Janmashtami in Udupi, on Friday  |  PTI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ B e n g a l u r u

CANDIDATES selected for vet-
erinary officer posts urged the 
state government to obtain an 
interim report from the Crimi-
nal Investigation Department 
(CID) which is probing the al-
leged recruitment scam in the 
Karnataka Public Service Com-
mission (KPSC) within a month 
and issue appointment orders 
to the 300 candidates who are 
not directly involved in the 
irregularities.

The Veterinary Officer Posts 
Selected Candidates Commit-

tee, which held a press confer-
ence here on Friday, said that 
FIRs had been registered 
against 29 of  the 329 selected 
candidates and that an investi-
gation was underway. The re-
maining 300 candidates are 
also appearing for the inquiry 
as part of  the probe. The com-
mittee said that delaying the 
appointments of  candidates, 
who are not involved in the ir-
regularities, could adversely 
affect veterinary services 
across the State.

Speaking to TNIE, a select-
ed candidate, Dr Y. Guru Basa-
varaj, said the KPSC had initi-

ated the recruitment process 
for 400 veterinary officer 
posts, comprising 342 general 
and 58 backlog posts. While 
329 candidates were selected, 
71 posts remained vacant due 
to the absence of  eligible 
candidates.

He said that there were 
claims that the entire recruit-
ment process had been com-
promised and questioned why 
the remaining 71 candidates 
were not selected. He also al-
leged that some people were 
trying to take advantage of  the 
situation to mislead the media 
and the public about exams.

KPSC scam: Vet officer post candidates 
urge govt to issue appointment orders

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Police register zero FIR 
over ‘purification’  
of Kharge venue
BENGALURU: The Vidhana Soudha 
police on Friday registered a zero 
FIR in connection with the alleged 
Shuddikaran (purification) of the
Ramlila ground in Uttarakhand, 
days after Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge addressed a 
political rally at the venue on 
August 8. The police said the 
complaint was filed by T 
Ramappa, a former member of the 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress 
Committee’s SC/ST wing. In his 
complaint, he alleged that the 
purification exercise was an insult 
to the community. The police 
registered the FIR under the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act, Section 196 (promoting 
enmity, hatred or ill-will between 
different religious, racial, language 
or regional groups, castes or 
communities) of the BNS, and 
Section 7 of the Protection of Civil 
Rights Act.

Affected voters asked to submit one of 11 specified 
documents to establish voter eligibility


