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GUWAHATI, Sept 17: The
state Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) will organise blood
donation camps across all
39 organisational districts
of the state on September
19 to mark the first death
anniversary of singer and
cultural  icon Zubeen
Garg.

The programme, being
organised under the initi-
ative of the Assam Pradesh
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, will pay tribute

Zubeen’s death anniversary: BJP
to hold blood donation camps

to the artiste through
blood donation by BJP
workers and office-bearers.

According to BJP
spokesperson Kamal Ku-
mar Medhi, the commem-
orative programme will
begin in the morning with
floral tributes to Zubeen
Garg's portrait, followed
by blood donation drives
at designated locations
across the state.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
state BJP president Dilip
Saikia are scheduled to

donate blood at the camp
to be held at the party's
state headquarters, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Bhawan,
in Guwahati.

BJP workers and func-
tionaries from different
levels of the organisation
will  participate in the
blood donation pro-
gramme across the state.

The party said the ini-
tiative is intended as a trib-
ute to Zubeen Garg and to
honour his enduring con-
tribution to Assam's music
and cultural life.
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17: Jalukbari Police,
assisted by personnel from the Maligaon
Outpost, conducted a raid at Kalita Chowk
in Adinggiri Nagar, Maligaon, and seized
around 26 grams of suspected drugs.

The operation was carried out by a
team from Jalukbari Police Station along
with personnel from the Maligaon Out-
post in Goshala under the leadership of
the outpost in-charge. The suspected
drugs were recovered from the residence
of Suchil Das, whom police suspected of
involvement in drug smuggling.

Police also seized a four-wheeler and
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17: Rai-
jor Dal president and Sivasa-
gar MLA Akhil Gogoi staged
a day-long hunger strike at
Ganesh Mandir Udyan in
Ganeshguri on Thursday, de-
manding enhanced compen-
sation and relief for people af-
fected by the recent floods in
three Upper Assam districts.

Gogoi had initially
planned to hold the protest
near a flyover in Dispur, but
shifted the venue after the
police administration did not
grant permission for the pro-
posed location. The protest
began in the morning and
was scheduled to continue

until 4 pm.
Gogoi demanded Rs 10

lakh compensation for eve-
ry family that lost its home
or property in the floods,

along with compensation
for affected business estab-
lishments. He also sought
immediate financial assist-
ance of Rs 15,000 to Rs
25,000 for each flood-affect-
ed family.

The Raijor Dal leader ac-
cused the Assam govern-
ment and the Centre of fail-
ing to provide an adequate
response to the devastation
caused by the floods. He
also alleged that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had not
visited the affected areas or
assessed the situation in re-
mote parts of Upper Assam
despite promises made dur-
ing election campaigns.

Akhil Gogoi stages hunger strike
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17: As part of
the month-long 'Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan' being organised to
commemorate the completion of
25 years of uninterrupted public
service by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Chief Minister Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma today pro-
vided financial assistance to
82,219 aspiring young men and
women of the state under the
Mukhyamantri Atmanirbhar
Asom Abhiyan (CMAAA) here.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Chief Minister called upon the
youth to become self-reliant
through creativity, technical
skills and hard work, while also
becoming active partners in the
journey towards building an At-
manirbhar Asom. He said that the
Mukhyamantri Atmanirbhar

CM provides financial assistance under CMAAA

Asom Abhiyan had been
launched as part of the Govern-
ment's efforts to empower the
younger generation and make
them self-reliant. However, he
said the success of the Govern-
ment's initiative would ultimate-

ly depend on whether the benefi-
ciaries made proper and produc-
tive use of the financial assistance
and successfully built sustaina-
ble livelihoods.

The Chief Minister said, "We
have not come to power merely

to become Chief Minister or
Ministers. Our goal is to estab-
lish Assam as one of the top-per-
forming States in the country. The
youth of Assam can extend a
helping hand in this endeavour.
We are always there to support
them. Let our younger genera-
tion move forward with hard
work, sacrifice and a positive
mindset."

At today's event, the Chief
Minister also formally an-
nounced the commencement of
the Youth Welfare and Empower-
ment Department, which has been
constituted to implement various
welfare-oriented schemes and in-
itiatives for the youth of Assam.
It may be recalled that the Chief
Minister announced the creation
of this new department during his
Independence Day address this
year.

Sijubari tense over anti-encroachment drive
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17: An anti-en-
croachment drive by the Municipal
Corporation Police (MCP) turned
tense after a scuffle broke out be-
tween MCP personnel and a group
of locals in Guwahati's Sijubari area
on August 19. A video of the con-
frontation surfaced on Wednesday,
nearly a month after the incident,
prompting Hatigaon Police to ex-
amine the footage to identify those
allegedly involved.

The incident took place near the
Sijubari Idgah under Hatigaon Po-
lice Station when MCP personnel
were carrying out a drive to clear al-
leged encroachments from footpaths.

The video showed MCP person-
nel allegedly using batons while at-
tempting to defend themselves from
a group of agitated locals. Some lo-
cals were also seen chasing the MCP

vehicle and raising slogans during
the confrontation.

Police sources at Hatigaon Police
Station confirmed that the video was

recorded on August 19.
"We received the video yester-

day, and we are identifying the cul-
prits based on the video evidence,"
a police official said.

According to police, a complaint
had been lodged at Hatigaon Police
Station against unknown individu-
als following the incident. However,
no video evidence was available

with the police at that time.
Police were informed about the

scuffle a day after the anti-encroach-
ment drive. With the video now

emerging, officials were examining
the footage and attempting to iden-
tify the individuals allegedly in-
volved in the confrontation.

The incident brought renewed
attention to the challenges faced
by civic authorities while carrying
out anti-encroachment operations
in densely populated areas of Gu-
wahati. The Municipal Corporation

Police, functioning under the Guwa-
hati Municipal Corporation (GMC),
conducted periodic drives to clear
encroachments from footpaths and
other public spaces to facilitate the
free movement of pedestrians.

Further action was expected af-
ter the police completed the identi-
fication process based on the video
footage.

Karam Puja: Paid
holiday for tea workers
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17:
The Assam government
has declared September
22, 2026, as a paid
holiday for employees of
tea plantations and tea
factories across the state
on the occasion of Karam
Puja.

The Labour Welfare
Department issued the
notification on Septem-
ber 17, 2026, under the
Labour (RC) Branch,
following an order by the
Governor of Assam. The
holiday will apply to all
employees working in
tea plantations and tea
factories in the state.

Police seize drugs in raid
a two-wheeler allegedly linked to Das dur-
ing the operation. Local residents claimed
that the area had been facing problems
allegedly associated with drug activities
for nearly 12 years.

They further alleged that Das had been
influencing school and college students
and encouraging drug abuse. Residents
said they had repeatedly informed police
about the alleged activities and claimed
that Das had been arrested on earlier occa-
sions but was subsequently released on
bail. Police seized the suspected drugs, ve-
hicles and other materials recovered dur-
ing the operation as part of the ongoing
investigation.
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GUWAHATI, Sept 17:
Government Railway Police
(GRP) seized around
978.65 grams of suspected
gold, estimated to be worth
nearly Rs 1.53 crore, dur-
ing a routine checking op-
eration at Kamakhya Rail-
way Junction in Guwahati.

Police reportedly
stopped a passenger during
regular checks on the plat-
form after becoming suspi-
cious of his movements. A
subsequent search of his bag

GRP seize gold
worth Rs 1.53 crore

led to the recovery of the
suspected gold.

The passenger was iden-
tified as Arif Mohammad, a
resident of Murshidabad,
West Bengal. According to
police, the recovered gold
weighed approximately
978.65  grams and had an
estimated market value of
around Rs 1.53 crore.

Mohammad reportedly
failed to produce valid doc-
uments establishing the le-
gal source or possession of
the gold, prompting au-


