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Uttar Pradesh, along with Tel-
angana, Gujarat, and West
Bengal, boasts the top 10 dis-
tricts in terms of unincorpor-
ated establishments, accord-
ing to the first-ever
district-level estimates for the
unincorporated non-agricul-
tural sector released by the Na-
tional Statistical O�ce (NSO),
on Thursday.

While West Bengal’s North
Twenty-Four Parganas leads
the tally with around 16 lakh
establishments, Uttar Pra-
desh’s Prayagraj has over 6 lakh
units.

The report draws upon data
from the Annual Survey of Un-
incorporated Sector Enter-
prises (ASUSE). This marks
the first initiative of the NSO
to disseminate district-level
estimates from a large-scale,
nationwide survey.

The report covers 757 of 770
districts. Establishments in
the unincorporated non-agri-
cultural sector refer to small,
informal businesses or enter-
prises outside the farming sec-
tor that are not registered un-
der any law, such as the
Companies Act.

TOP DISTRICT 

According to the report, the
top 10 districts, ranked by the
estimated number of unincor-
porated establishments, to-
gether account for about one-
tenth of the total establish-

ments, workers, and Gross
Value Added (GVA) generated
by the sector. Meanwhile, the
top 50 districts capture nearly
one-third of the total establish-
ments, workforce, and GVA.
The top 10 districts are spread
across four States: Gujarat,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and
West Bengal, while the top 50
districts are spread across 12
States: Bihar, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Kerala, Maha-
rashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Ra-
jasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana, Uttar Pradesh, and West
Bengal.

Roughly one-third of all dis-
tricts have more than one lakh
unincorporated establish-
ments per district, while about
9 per cent of the districts have
fewer than 10,000. Only 16 dis-
tricts (from West Bengal, Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh)
have more than 5 lakh unincor-
porated establishments each. 

In approximately 331 dis-
tricts, the GVA per worker is es-
timated to be between ₹1 and
₹1.5 lakh. In 280 districts, the
GVA per worker exceeds the
all-India average (₹1.56 lakh).

WOMEN-LED BIZ 

The district-level estimates re-
veal significant regional pat-
terns in female entrepreneur-
ship. The top 10 districts with
the highest share of female-led
establishments are in Telan-
gana, Manipur, and Meghalaya.
In Mizoram, female-owned
proprietary establishments ac-
count for at least 50 per cent of

establishments in each district
of the State. A similar pattern is
observed in the participation
of women in the workforce.

According to Geeta Singh
Rathore, Director General of
the National Sample Survey,
the report provides a balanced

set of operational and eco-
nomic indicators covering the
size, employment character-
istics, enterprise profiles, and
selected measures of eco-
nomic performance for the dis-
tricts with rural and urban sec-
tors combined.
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