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However, TOI could only
speak to fourof them, as
theotheronecouldn’tbe

contacted.
For 67-year-old Narendra

Modi of Burhanpur, the first
amusing experience over his
name came on a visit to Delhi
for an election training pro-
gramme. As the retired govt
schoolprincipalandstate-level
master trainer introduced
himself, the clerk seated be-
hind a desk looked up with a
frown,asking,“Is thisa joke?”
Modi clearly wasn’t. How-

ever, theclerkremaineduncon-
vinced even after he produced
his identitycard.
It was only after some ex-

plaining that theclerkrelented
saying,“Sorry,sorry”.
Thatexperiencetaughthim

a lesson he never forgot — to
keephisIDcardhandyasitwas
the surest way to settle the de-
bate.Herecalledanotheramus-
ingexperience from2015,when
PMModiwasmaking surprise
calls tobankstoreviewthepro-
gress of the ‘Jan Dhan’ ac-
counts. As a school principal,
Burhanpur’sModi oftenhad to
call bank managers about
scholarships and ‘Jan Dhan’

accounts.
“I called up a bankmanag-

er for some scholarship-relat-
ed work. He was shocked to
learnmyname. I couldalmost
sense the hesitation in his
voice. Ihadtoraisemyvoiceto
make him understand that it
was not the PM,” he recalled.
Healsorecalledringingupthe
localMPenquiring if hehada
moment, saying he could call
back at a more convenient
time. To this, the MP said in a
lighter vein, “For me, it’s a
privilege when the name Na-
rendra Modi flashes on my
mobile. People sitting around
me think it is a call from the
PM.” TNN

‘This is Narendra
Modi’s daughter, give
her a proper seat’

Narendra Modi, a retired govt
school principal
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Jhansi: The land behind an
electriclocomotiveshedisnot
where anyone expects to find
a forest. Fenced, flat, unbuilt
— the sort of plot a busy city
passes every day without a
secondlook.
In Jhansi, two such plots

nowhold about1,15,000 young
trees.
The Jhansi Division of

North Central Railway, work-
ing with the Uttar Pradesh
ForestDepartment,hasplant-
ed them across 3.39 hectares
of railway land using the Mi-
yawaki method, a technique
thatpacksnativespeciestight-
ly together so that a dense, di-
verse forest takes shape in
yearsratherthandecades.Itis
awayof givingacity itsgreen
coverbackatspeed.
The scale is striking for

the space involved. About
32,000 saplings have gone into
1.30 hectares at the RPF TA
Camp,andanother83,000 into

2.09hectaresneartheElectric
LocoShed.Roughly35species
are in the ground — native,
medicinal and ecologically
valuable — among them
neem, peepal, jamun, arjun,
mahua, banyan, sheesham,
ashoka,bel,tulsi,ashwagand-
ha and lemongrass. Names
that belong to this landscape,
returningtoit.
The work follows a mem-

orandum of understanding
signedbetweentheRailways
and the Forest Department
on Jan. 28, 2026, and was

completed comfortably
ahead of its target timeline,
according to Shivam Shar-
ma, the division's chief pub-
lic relationsofficer.
The benefits ahead are

substantial. The plantations
are expected to absorb more
carbon, improve air quality
and cut dust and particulate
pollution, while offering hab-
itat and food to birds, insects
and the smaller organisms
that urban land seldom ac-
commodates. As the canopy
thickens, it should also soften

the local microclimate — a
measure of relief against ris-
ingtemperatures.
Partof themodel'sappeal

is how little it asks for. Rail-
way premises hold plenty of
unused and underutilised
land, and the Miyawaki ap-
proach turns those remain-
ders into thickgreenpatches
without a single acre being
acquired.
Thecareisplannedascare-

fully as the planting. The For-
est Department will maintain
the plantations for the next
fouryears.BeyondthetwoMi-
yawaki sites, the division is
greening stations, office com-
plexes and railway colonies,
andofficialssayawiderplanis
beingdrawnuptoidentifyfur-
ther locations across the divi-
sionforsimilarforests.
Fornow,it is3.39hectares

of very young trees, taking
root where the ballast ends
—andacitywithmoreshade
coming to it than it had last
year.

Where The Ballast Ends, A Forest Begins
On 3.39 hectares of railway land in Jhansi, 115,000 saplings
are turning forgotten plots into dense native woodland
Arindam Ghosh TNN

MAKING OF A FOREST: Two plots In Jhansi now hold over a lakh young trees

The state also has the third-
highest number of zero-bal-
ance accounts in the country,

at 46.71 lakh, while its 1.36 crore in-
operative accounts are also the
third-highest, behind Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar. The data thus high-
lights a gap between opening bank

accounts and their sustained use.
While theJanDhanprogrammehas
brought millions of MP residents
into the formal banking system, the
low average balance and large num-
ber of inactive or empty accounts
indicate that account ownership
alone may not reflect the extent of
financial security or savings
among account holders. TNN

Gap in opening a/cs & their sustained use
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Pans, pickaxes and other
equipment used for dig-

ging and sifting have also
been seized during the ac-
tion. The search is a labo-
rious process. “People dig
outamixtureof soil,pebbles
and stones, from the river-
bankandareasalongthewa-
tercourse. The material is
then washed and sifted in
flowing water. The remain-
ing stones are examined
manually for possible dia-
mond fragments,” said a lo-
calresident.
The forest department

hasrejectedreports thatdia-
monds are being washed
down the Runjh river, de-
scribing them as rumours.
Officials said a team visited
the site after learning about
the gathering and cleared
the area. The department
has warned people against
unauthorised digging and
intensified surveillance in
the forest range toprevent il-
legal mining and damage to
forest land. Despite the offi-
cial denial, hundreds have
been drawn to the river by
the prospect of finding dia-
monds,turningarumourin-
to a diamond rush in one of
India’s best-knowndiamond
regions,saylocals. TNN

Hundreds say
why riskmissing
diamonds out
Continued on P 1

Teen
attacked
with knife in
Bhopal: Two
youths
allegedly
attacked a
16-year-old
boy with a
knife and a
floor tile in
Barela village,
Lalghati,
under
Koh-e-Fiza
police station
limits late
Monday night.
The teenager
suffered a
deep cut near
his wrist after
using his hand
to block a
knife blow
aimed at his
abdomen,
while a tile
strike left him
with a head
injury.
Police
registered a
case of
attempt to
murder on the
boy’s
complaint and
arrested the
two
accused. TNN

The socio-economic study
and survey of the areas
where these cheetahs

aremovingnearSheopurhave
alreadystarted,”asourcesaid.
The move marks a significant
shift in focus for Project Chee-
tah— from establishing a via-
blepopulationof thespeciesto
planning for its long-term
coexistence with people and
the landscape. The socio-eco-
nomic assessment is expected
to examine communities liv-
ingaroundareasusedbychee-
tahs, their livelihoods and the
scope for creating economic
opportunities linked to con-
servation.
“Project Cheetah has met

andexceededeachof thecrite-
ria for short-term project suc-
cess,aspertheCheetahAction
Plan.Now,it is timetofocuson
the long term, a key criterion
of whichismakingsignificant

economic improvements in lo-
cal communities through eco-
developmentandemployment
opportunities,” Yannetti told
TOI.
Also weighing in on the

plan to take Project Cheetah
forward, Rajesh Gopal, secre-
tary general of the Global Ti-
ger Forum, said, “The NTCA
(National Tiger Conservation
Authority) ispreparingamas-

ter plan for cheetah conserva-
tion incollaborationwithWII.
Aspartof this,wewillconduct
a socio-economic study of the
landscape, tobe followedbyan
ecological survey once the
rainsrecede.”
The GTF study assumes

importance as cheetahs have
begunusingawiderlandscape
aroundKuno.Thefindingsare
expected to help authorities

understand the ecological
characteristics of these areas
as well as the socio-economic
conditions of communities
thatsharethelandscape.
The exercise comes as the

govt’s own four-year status re-
view describes the current
phaseasthe“yearof establish-
ment”.Thecountrynowhas52
cheetahs, including49inKuno
National Park and three in
Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary. Of
these, 32 are India-born, ac-
cordingtothereview.
Thereviewrecordsthepro-

ject’s evolution over the last
fouryears—fromthedifficult
first year and subsequent
breedingsuccesstotherelease
of cheetahs into the wild and
their movement across a
wider inter-state landscape.
Thenext phase is nowcentred
on expanding the programme
to additional siteswhile devel-
oping a broader landscape ap-
proach,officialssaid. TNN

From breeding numbers to
living together: Project 2.0

Kuno cheetah Mukhi along with her cubs

Kuno NP
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