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Councillors in Colachel in 
Kanniyakumari district demanded a 
walkway along the bank of the AVM 
Canal to attract tourists

PLEA FOR PATH  
ALONG CANAL

DVAC search vendetta, says Nehru
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

NEHRU’S review petition 
against the court’s direction 
has been heard and orders are 
reserved. The ED’s third 
communication in Jan-
uary pertained to al-
leged corruption in 
transfers and postings 
of  MAWS officials.

In Tiruchy, DVAC of-
ficials searched Nehru’s 
residence on Thillai Nagar 5th 
Cross Road from around 8 am 
to 3 pm. His former personal as-
sistant Manikandan’s resi-
dence at Periyar Nagar in Sr-
irangam was also searched.

Speaking after the search, 
Nehru said officials had taken 
a copy of  what he described as 
a “routine” file from his resi-
dence and a slip relating to in-

come and expenditure ac-
counts from his brother’s 

Chennai office. He de-
nied having spoken to 
anyone regarding ten-
ders and termed the 

case a political vendetta. 
“Politically speaking, they 

are attempting to threaten us. 
We will face the case legally 
and come out clean,” he said.

A large number of  DMK 
functionaries gathered outside 
Nehru’s residence during the 

search. Former minister Anbil 
Mahesh Poyyamozhi, Manach-
anallur MLA S Kathiravan and 
Tiruchy Mayor Mu Anbalagan 
were among those present.

In Coimbatore, DVAC offi-
cials searched a real-estate of-
fice owned by Nehru’s brother 
KN Manivannan at an apart-
ment complex near Ramanath-
apuram on Trichy Road. A sep-
arate search was conducted at 
the Sungam residence of  a 
former Coimbatore Corpora-
tion employee who headed its 
Town Planning Department. 
Sources said the searches there 
were linked to irregularities in 
building and layout approvals.

Horrific Kerala car crash nips 
many a dream in the bud
S A R A V A N A N  M P  @ Madurai/Dindigul

THE phone call at the odd hour 
brought his world crashing 
down, for what was conveyed to 
M Karthikeyan by the Kerala 
police at the other end was be-
yond his worst nightmare. It 
took a while for the father of  K 
Yuvasanjith (21) to come to 
terms with the reality - that his 
son would never return from 
his trip to Kerala.   

Speaking to TNIE, Karthikey-
an, a financier from Anna Na-
gar in Athikombai panchayat 
in Oddanchatram in Dindigul, 
said he allowed his eldest son to 
go to Kerala with his friends as 
it was a holiday. “It was on Fri-
day morning that Yuvasanjith 
told me regarding the trip.  He 
left the house in the afternoon, 
promising us that he would re-
turn on Saturday evening. Un-
fortunately, it was the Kerala 
police who contacted us with 
the bad news,” said the father, 
overwhelmed with emotions. 
He recalled that his son wanted 
to persue a career in the con-
struction industry.  

Yuvasanjith apart, seven 
more students of  a private en-
gineering coillege in Dindigul 
died in the fatal accident in 
Thrissur district in Kerala on 
Friday night. 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE bodies were shifted to a 
private hospital in Kodun-
gallur for further proce-
dures. Hospital authorities 
have arranged ambulances 
to transport the bodies to 
their respective native 
places.

Using student ID cards re-
covered from the site, Kaipa-
mangalam police contacted 
their family, some of  whom 
were unaware of  their sons’ 
trip to Kerala. Santhosh’s 
relatives told the police that 

he had recently purchased a 
car and that the group had 
planned a trip to Kochi. As 
the registration of  the car 
was not complete, they had 
hired a rented vehicle for the 
trip.

The National Highways 
Authority of  India (NHAI) is 
facing questions over alleged 
safety lapses after ambu-
lance driver Shahul, one of  
the first to reach the accident 
site, along with accounts 
from residents, pointed to in-
adequate safety arrange-
ments on the highway. 

Women break down after seeing the bodies of their  sons who were killed in 
the road accident |  EXPRESS

College ID cards helped to 
ascertain students’ identity

Literature provides solace: Arif Khan
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

GREAT works of  literature pro-
vide people with emotional and 
spiritual comfort, particularly 
during difficult and anxious 
times, said veteran politician, 
scholar and former Governor 
of  Kerala and Bihar, Arif  Mo-
hammad Khan, on Saturday.

Inaugurating the 14th Odisha 
Literary Festival (OLF), organ-
ised by The New Indian Ex-
press, in presence of  TNIE edi-
torial director Prabhu Chawla 
and TNIE Group CEO Lakshmi 
Menon at Hotel Mayfair Con-

vention here, Khan said, “In 
difficult times, when we are 
anxious, we turn to great works 
of  literature and poet-
ry. They do not merely 
entertain us. They 
give us solace of  
mind.”

Speaking on what 
inspires writers and 
poets, he said, it is of-
ten an emotional or 
spiritual injury that 
turns a person into an 
author or poet. “How-
ever, one need not per-
sonally experience 
such an injury. For 

sensitive minds, there are so 
many things happening around 
us that disturb our conscience. 

We feel concerned 
about them and this 
makes us participants 
in them,” he said, cit-
ing Adi Kabi Valmiki, 
who wrote the Ramay-
a n a ,  a s  a  g r e a t 
example.

Khan also spoke 
about the purpose of  
life, and should it be 
pursuit of  pleasure or 
knowledge! Quoting 
Swami Vivekananda, 
Khan said according 

to him, it cannot be pursuit of
pleasure. The purpose of  life is 
pursuit of  knowledge. The pur-
pose of  knowledge is to develop 
the ability to see the innate one-
ness in the diversity around us. 
The diversity should be accept-
ed and respected, knowing that 
it is not real, he said. “What we 
see here is everyone sitting in 
this hall. There are people with 
different appearances, people 
who speak different languages 
and have different food habits. 
The purpose of  knowledge is to 
develop the ability to see the in-
herent oneness behind this ap-
parent diversity,” he said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Man surrenders after 
murdering wife
THOOTHUKUDI: A 33-year-old 
construction worker surrendered 
at the Murappanadu police 
station on Saturday after 
murdering his wife.  The suspect is 
Chellapandi Arumugam of 
Naduvakurichi in Palayamkottai. 
He has been arrested for the 
murder of Arumugakani (29) by 
drowning her in a stream.  
Arumugam  suspected the fidelity 
of his wife whom he married seven 
years ago  and had two children, 
said sources.  Police said 
Arumugakani allegedly had an 
extramarital affair. The couple 
frequently quarrelled over  her 
excessive social media use.  ENS

Maulaana to move court
Continued from page 1: Adding 
the amount would take his 
expenditure to `49,09,463, well 
above the `30.8-lakh ceiling 
applicable to an Assembly 
candidate at the time. Maulaana 
said he would challenge the order 
in court, and questioned the delay 
in concluding the proceedings. He 
alleged that the action against 
him was politically motivated  
and accused the BJP-led centre of 
targeting Congress leaders, 
particularly those from minority 
communities.

CHENNAI: Shankar IAS Academy launched its Academy 
of International Relations (AIR) in Chennai to promote 
academic and practical engagement in international 
relations, diplomacy, foreign policy, strategic studies 
and global governance. Former diplomat TP 
Sreenivasan highlighted the growing importance of 
diplomacy in an increasingly interconnected world. ENS

CHANGE OF NAME
I, K.A.V Ganesh Kumar, son of 
Thiru K.Veerabhadran, born 
on 28th June 1995 (District of 
Birth: Thoothukudi), residing at 
Old No. 1/376C, New No.2G/408, 
8th Street West, Rajiv Nagar 
North, Thoothukudi-628 008, 
shall henceforth be known as 
S.V.GANESH KUMAR 

K.A.V GANESH KUMAR
Thoothukudi, 17th August 2026.

YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR INSPIRATION. 
YOU HAVE TO GO AFTER IT WITH A CLUB 
❯ JACK LONDON


