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5 YEARS, MULTIPLE SWITCHES BY CHANDIGARH COUNCILLORS

Elected to House on
one symbol, serving
under another:

Meet UT’s turncoats

BJP biggest
beneficiary as of
the 13 councillors
who switched
sides, 6 eventually
chose saffron party

Hina Rohtaki
Chandigarh, September 14

THEY WERE elected on one
party’s symbol, but several of
Chandigarh’s municipal coun-
cillors are now serving under
the banner of another -with the
BJP emerging as the biggest
beneficiary of the political
churn.

With the civic election pro-
cess expected to begin next
month, the political churn in
the outgoing House offers a
striking snapshot of how dra-
matically the mandate of the
December 2021 election has
been changed during this
single term without voters get-
ting another chance to decide.

As many as 13 of the 35
councillors elected in 2021 -
more than one in every three -
have changed their political
allegiance during the current
term. The movement has not
beenlimited to one-time defec-
tions. At least three councillors
- Gurcharanjit Singh, Neha Mu-
sawat and Poonam - changed
sides multiple times, in some
cases just before the annual
mayoral elections when even a
handful of votes can determine
control of the House.

The BJPhasemerged asthe
biggest beneficiary. Of the 13
councillorswho switched sides,
six eventually moved to the
BJP, taking the party’s strength
from its original 12 to 18.

Sample this: Poonam’s
political journey is perhaps the
most striking. Elected on an
AAP ticket, she moved to the
BJP shortly before the mayoral
polls, returned to the AAP
about amonth later and subse-
quently shifted back to the BJP.

Gurcharanjit Singh, elected
on a Congress ticket, moved to
the BJP in 2022. Ahead of the
2024 mayoral election, he
shifted to the AAP and, within
days, returned to the BJP. Neha
too changed allegiance twice,
moving from the AAP to the
BJP and then back to the AAP.

The 2021 election saw the
AAP emerging as the largest
party with 14 councillors, but
closely followed by the BJP
with 12 councillors, and Con-
gress with 8 with the SAD also
finding representation. Since
then, however, crossovers have
altered that balance substan-
tially.

The BJP’s rise from 12 to 18
hashad adirect bearing on con-
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Poonanv’s political
journeyis perhaps
the most striking.
Electedonan AAP
ticket, shemovedto
the BJP shortly
beforethe mayoral
polls, returnedto the
AAP about amonth
laterand
subsequently shifted
backtothe BJP

changed sides, however, have
justified their decisions by cit-
ing political or ideological dif-
ferences, dissatisfaction with
their previous parties, pressure
or the interests of their consti-
tuencies.

For the BJP, the gains have
been particularly significant.
Six opposition councillors
eventually joined the party,
strengthening its position in a
House where the annual mayo-
ral election makes every seat
politically consequential.

The anti-defection
question

The churn has also revived
the debate over whether mu-
nicipal councillors should be
brought under an anti-defec-
tion mechanism here. The
issue assumes greater signifi-
cance in Chandigarh because
the mayor is elected every year.
A few crossovers alter the
numbers and, consequently,
determine who controls the
civic body.

In 2019, the Centre had
sought views on extending
anti-defection provisions to
local bodies, with the BJP sup-
porting the move. However, no
such mechanism has been in-
troduced for Chandigarh’s Mu-

Hardeep Singh

through the term,” the council-
lor added.

Reasons aplenty for
councillors who made
the switch

Gurcharanjit Singh, who
made three switchesin the cur-
rent term, told The Indian Ex-
press that his political moves
were driven by people in his
constituency.

“People only asked metogo
tothe AAP, and later they asked
me to join the BJP. But now I
will remain with the BJP per-
manently and contest all future
elections on a BJP ticket. When
I contested the municipal elec-
tion on a Congress ticket, nota
single Congress leader came to
campaign for me. People voted
for me because of my own work
and standingamong them, not
because of the party. I have
been to AAP, but they don’t
have anything,” he said.

Poonam said circumstances
had influenced her decision to
returnto the AAPbefore event-
ually moving back to the BJP.

“Initially, there was some
pressure on me when I
switched back to the AAP. My
husband was in jail in connec-
tion with a murder case, and
you know how politically you
are grilled in such circum-
stances. So, I had to return to
AAP at that point. But I later
shifted to the BJP again be-
cause, attheend of the day, itis
the work that matters. The pub-
lic does not want to see which
party you belong to; they want
to see the work you are doing,”
the councillor said.

Neha told The Indian Ex-
press that she left the AAP and
joined the BJP over candida-
ture issues.

“I had some differences
within the party over the candi-
dature, because of which I

Moon’s
rendezvous
with Venus

VENUS, OFTEN described as
‘Earth’stwin’, inarare lunar
occultation observed in parts of
Europe, Africa was seen near
Moon on Monday

THE OPTICAL ILLUSION
emerged as moon passed directly
infront of Venus. Venus slowly
disappeared and then shone
again out on the other side a while
later

Venus is seen near the waxing
crescent Moon in the evening
sky in Chandigarh on Monday.
KAMLESHWAR SINGH

Project Saarthilaunched at
GMSH-16 to help patients
navigate hospltal services

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 14

PATIENTS AND their attend-
ants at Government Multi-
Specialty Hospital (GMSH),
Sector 16, will now have volun-
teers to guide them through
registration counters, depart-
ments, diagnostic facilitiesand
other services, with the UT
Health Department launching
Project ‘Saarthi’ on Monday.

The initiative, launched in
collaboration with the NSS Cell
of the Education Department,
Chandigarh Administration,
aims to make hospital services
more accessible and reduce the
confusion and inconvenience
faced by patients, particularly
the elderly, persons with dis-
abilities and those unfamiliar
with hospital procedures.

Under the project, trained
“Saarthis” will assist patients
and attendants in locating dif-
ferent departments and facil-
ities and guide them through
the procedures required to ac-
cess healthcare services.

The project was launched
under the guidance of Director
Health Services Dr Suman
Singh in the presence of GMSH-
16 Medical Superintendent Dr
Neena, Deputy Medical Super-

Kashmiri Pandits
mark ‘Balidan Divas’

Chandigarh: The Kashmiri Sa-
hayak Sabha (KSS), Chandi-
garh, observed 'Balidan Divas'
at Kashmir Bhawan in Sector
24 on Monday, payingtributeto
members of the displaced
Kashmiri Pandit community
who fell to terrorism in the Val-
ley.

The martyrdom of Taploo
and all our martyrs remains a
symbol of patriotism to the
community and the nation,"
said KSS president Sanjoo Pan-
dita. Several Kashmiri Pandits-
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Trained ‘Saarthis’ at the institute will assist patients and attendants
in locating different departments and facilities and guide them
through procedures required to access healthcare services. FiLe

intendent Dr Parmjit Singh,
nodal officer Dr Sandeep Ban-
sal, hospital officials and
members of the NSS team.

Speaking at the launch, Dr
Suman Singh said healthcare
was not limited to diagnosis
and treatment but also in-
volved ensuring that patients
could access services with dig-
nity, empathy and ease.

The collaboration with the
NSS Cell will bring trained stu-
dent volunteersintotheinitiat-

helpnb

ive. The Health Department
said their involvement would
promote a spirit of service and
social responsibility while pro-
viding practical assistance to
patients.

The department said Pro-
ject Saarthi would help mini-
mise confusion, improve ac-
cessibility and  reduce
waiting-related inconvenience,
making the overall experience
at GMSH-16 more responsive to
patients’ needs.
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E-AUCTION /
SALE
NOTICE
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charped fo the Secured Creditor, i
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The sale will be done through e-auction platform provided at the website hitps://baanknet.com

Mohali (Pb.), M: 93045-09813, E-mail: cs8312@pnb.bank.in

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF MOVABLE / IMMOVABLE PROPERTY/IES
STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC UNDER

RULE 6(2) & 8(6) READ WITH RULE & & 9 OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 OF SARFAES! ACT 2002
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Inlerest Act
2002 read with proviso of Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest [Enforcement) Rule, 2002

CENEIE and in parbcular 1o tha Borroasr o) and Guarantor (s} that tha balow describad moeabda |/ immovahle proparty| i3 | mongaged |
e Constructive / Physical / Symbolic Possesion (whichever is applicable) of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank |
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{ Secured Credilor from the respeCive Bomower( &) and

Guarantor(s). The reserve price and the eamest money deposs will be as mantonad in the table below

on the daie &5 mentioned in the tabie heren below, for MECOVETY of s dues due fo

on 06.10.2026 from 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM

SUBMISSION OF EMD AND ONLINE DOCUMENTS VERIFICATION ON PORTAL hitps:/fbaanknet.com MUST BE DONE BEFORE THE DATE OF AUCTION

M/s PSB Alliance Pvi Ltd., Mumbai Portal Help Desk No. +91-82912-20220, E-mail ID: support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com,
Availability 09:00 AM to 05:00 PM on all working days for guidance on Auction process, Registration Status, Technical Assistance eic
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Dated: 14.09.2026

Authorised Officer, Punjab National Bank

Place: Mohali
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