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PESHAWAR, SEPT 18: At
least 16 people were
killed and dozens
injured in a powerful
suicide blast during
Friday prayers at a
mosque near police lines
in northwest Pakistan's
Kohat district, officials
said.

The blast occurred at
the mosque located near
the old Police Lines in
Kohat, around 60
kilometres southwest of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
capital Peshawar, they
said. According to
p r e l i m i n a r y
information, an
attacker rammed an
explosives-laden vehicle
into the mosque
premises, following
which an exchange of
fire with armed
militants took place. At

16 killed, dozens injured in suicide blast during
Friday prayers at mosque in northwest Pak

least 16 people,
including five police
personnel and 11
civilians, were killed in
the suicide blast,
provincial Police Chief
Zulfiqar Hameed said.
"The vehicle hit the gate
and then exploded, and
firing also took place,"
he said, adding that
another suicide blast
occurred at the Special
Branch building during
the exchange of fire with
terrorists.

A little-known
militant group, Ittehad-
u l - M u j a h i d e e n
Pakistan, claimed
responsibility for the
attack. The group, an
alliance comprising the
Hafiz Gul Bahadur
Group, Harakat Inqilab-
e-Islami Pakistan and
Lashkar-e-Islam, was
formed in April 2025.

Citing District

Headquarters Hospital's
MS Tahir Ali Shah, Geo
News reported that 15
bodies were brought to
the hospital along with
over 50 injured following
the blast.

The blast was so
powerful that the roof of
the mosque collapsed
due to its impact, police
said, adding that the
blast also caused a crater
outside the mosque.
Most of those wounded
were worshippers. Video
footage from the site
showed the bodies of
worshippers lying inside
the mosque.

According to Rescue
1122 Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a
spokesperson Bilal
Ahmad Faizi, rescue
teams reached the site
shortly after receiving
the information and
launched a rescue

operation. He said
rescue teams shifted
several injured to
nearby hospitals.
Following the blast,
provincial police chief
Hameed sought a report
from the district's
regional police officer.
He directed authorities
to ensure timely and best
possible medical
treatment for the
injured.

" K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Police
stands as an iron wall
against terrorism, and
such cowardly attacks
cannot weaken our
resolve," he said.

President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
have condemned the
incident and vowed that
the complete elimination
of foreign-sponsored
terrorists was essential

for national security.
Sharif also sought a
report on the blast from
the concerned
authorities. He also
directed authorities to
expedite relief
operations, state-run
Radio Pakistan
reported. KPK Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi also
condemned the blast,
saying the "entire nation
stands with the security
forces to eradicate
terrorism.

Provincial Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi
also sought a report
from the police chief into
the blast.

Pakistan has
witnessed a surge in
terror activities,
particularly in its
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan
provinces in the past few
years.

Russians begin 3 days of voting in a parliamentary
election set to cement Kremlin’s power
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW, SEPT 18: Russians on Friday
began three days of voting in the country's
first wartime parliamentary election,
which features virtually no opposition and
is all but certain to secure the Kremlin's
political dominance.

Authorities spread the election over the
weekend in a bid to boost turnout among
the 111 million eligible voters and even
allowed electronic balloting. Polls opened
Friday and will close Sunday. The Kremlin
wants the parliamentary election - the first
since the start of  the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022 to underline public
support for the war and give a veneer of
legitimacy to its action. It has sought to
avoid any political risks by stamping out
even the slightest sign of  dissent. "Your
choice and resolve will once again
demonstrate that millions of people stand
behind our fighters, that we are a united
people, bound by shared values, historical
memory, and love for the Motherland,"
President Vladimir Putin told the nation
before the vote.

The main Kremlin party, United
Russia, is all but assured to retain its
overwhelming control of the lower house,
the State Duma. Several smaller parties of

the  systemic opposition  that vote in sync
with the government on all key issues also
are expected to retain their presence.
Voters cast two separate ballots, filling half
of the Duma's 450 seats by selecting
political parties listed on the ballot. The
rest are contested in single-seat
constituencies, with voters choosing
individual candidates.

The election follows a summer of
Ukraine's long-range drone strikes on oil
refineries that triggered a widespread fuel
crisis. Warehouses belonging to online
retailers Wildberries and Ozon also were
attacked. The damage has exacerbated
problems for the Russian economy and
brought the war home for millions. For the
first time, the parliamentary election
includes residents of four Ukrainian
regions that Moscow illegally annexed
after the war began. Voting also is taking
place in Crimea, the Black Sea peninsula
that was illegally annexed by Russia in
2014.

Authorities in Kyiv denounced the
voting in the Russian-held areas as illegal
and urged foreign governments and
international organizations not to recognize
the election, warning Ukrainians that
taking part in organizing the balloting
could carry criminal liability.
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