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MPJagadishShettaron
Thursdayallegedthat
more than 180 taluks

inthestatewerereelingunder
drought and urged the state
government to immediately
declare them drought-af-
fected and commence relief
works.
Speakingtoreportershere,

Shettar said ChiefMinister D
K Shivakumar should stop
blaming theCentre andwait-
ing for National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) funds,
and insteadcometo theaidof
people facingdistress.
He alleged that the Con-

gress government had failed
to release funds for develop-
mentworksand that contrac-
tors’dueshadaccumulatedto
morethanRs30,000crore.
“Ramdurg, Savadatti and

Yargatti taluksinBelagaviare
facing severe drought, and
agricultural yields are likely
to be badly affected. The gov-
ernmentshouldstopdiscrim-
inationanddeclaremorethan
180 taluks as drought-affect-
ed,”Shettarsaid.

He claimed that the BJP
government, when it was in
power, had not waited for
assistance from the Centre
to declare drought-affected
areas and had initiated relief
measures.
TheCongressgovernment,

he alleged, was delaying the
declaration of drought-af-
fected taluks citing technical
reasons.
Shettar also criticised Shi-

vakumar, saying that despite
promising good governance
after assuming office, the

chief minister had failed to
adequately address the prob-
lemsfacedbypeople.
“Instead of coming to the

aid of people, the chiefminis-
terhasbeentouringacrossthe
state toovertake formerchief
minister Siddaramaiah and
showcasehimself,”healleged.
Shettar said development

activities had been affected
and contractors’ payments
werepending.
He also alleged that both

Centralandstatefundedproj-
ectshadbeenhit.“Inthecom-
ing days, even government
vehicles may not get fuel, as
dues to fuel stations have not
beenclearedforthepasteight
months,”heclaimed.

Railwayproject
Shettar said the Centre had
released Rs 960 crore for the
Belagavi-Channammana Kit-
tur-Dharwad direct railway
line and that land acquisition
wasnearingcompletion.
Accordingtohim,landown-

erswere tobepaidaroundRs
500 crore as compensation,
but thestategovernmenthad
releasedonlyRs50croreeight
monthsago,resultingindelay
totheproject.
He referred to the En-

forcement Directorate (ED)
searches involving Public
Works Department Minister
Satish Jarkiholi and alleged
that complaints against him
had been made by Congress
leaders themselves.

State should come toaidof
drought-hit people: Shettar
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MPJagadishShettar inauguratesanewbusstop in frontof
CADAoffice inBelagavi tomark76thbirthdaycelebrations

ofPrimeMinisterNarendraModionThursday.DHPHOTO

Seeksdrought
statusfor180+

taluks, immediate
relief
▼

Aherdofnineelephants,
including two calves
and a tusker, has

strayed close to human hab-
itation in villages near the
BhimgadWildlife Sanctuary
in Khanapur taluk, prompt-
ing the Forest Department
to launch efforts to drive the
animalsback intotheforest.
The herd, comprising one

tusker, six adult elephants
andtwocalves,hasbeenmov-
ingaroundPali,Hemmadga,
Abanali, Dongargaon and
Shiroliwada villages for the
past week. On Wednesday
night,ForestDepartmentof-
ficials spotted the herd near
Pali village and launched a
drivetopushtheanimalsback
intotheforest.
However, the herd split

during the operation after
firecrackers were burst
to drive them away. Seven
elephants were later spot-
ted near Pali and two near
Abanali, moving through
paddy fields. Forest Depart-
ment personnel, assisted by

local residents, continued to
monitor theirmovement.
Assistant Conservator

of Forests Basavaraj Walad
and Range Forest Officer
Sayyadsab Nadaf led the op-
eration.
Walad said the elephants

werefirstspottedbyamotor-
cyclistnearPali, but theherd
hadmoved away before For-
est Department personnel
reachedthespot.
“This is the first time ele-

phant movement has been
noticed in the Belagavi di-
vision forests. We are using
drones and have deployed
staff to monitor their move-
ment,”Waladsaid.
Farmers have told Forest

Department officials that
the elephants have damaged
standing paddy crops and
urged themtodrive theherd
back intotheforest.
Officials suspect that the

elephants may have strayed
fromtheforestsaroundHali-
yal, Castle Rock, Jagalbet,
Tinaghat andGaneshgudi in
searchof foodandwater.
Astheherdincludesatusk-

er, officials havewarned res-
idents against approaching
theelephantsorburstingfire-
crackers todrive themaway.
Deputy Conservator of

ForestsKrantiNEsaidefforts
were being made to safely
drive the herd back into the
forest.
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Elephantherd
strays intopaddy
fieldsnearBhimgad
Officialsmonitor
ninepachyderms
includingtusker,

twocalves
▼

BJPcelebration
TheBJPwill celebratethe
achievementsofPrime
MinisterNarendraModi
overthepast25yearson
theoccasionofhis76th
birthday.Themonth-long
programmewillbeheld
fromSeptember17to
October17.
Modiservedasthe

chiefministerofGujarat
for13yearsandhasbeen
servingasprimeminister
forthepast 12years.
Duringthemonth-long

celebrations,peoplewill
be informedabouthis
achievementsandvarious
development initiatives
undertakenduringhis
tenure.“Wehave inau-
guratedabusstophere
usingMPfunds,while
assistivedevicesarebeing
distributedtopersons
withdisabilitiesat theBe-
lagavi InstituteofMedical
Sciencesunderacentral
government-fundedpro-
gramme,”Shettarsaid.

The Karnataka Farmers
Organisations Fed-
eration has urged the

Centre to fix the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP)
for sugarcane at Rs 4,500
per tonneandasked the state
government to announce an
additionalRs800pertonneas
StateAdvisoryPrice(SAP),on
thelinesofTamilNadu,citing
ariseinsugarcaneproduction
costs.
Thedemandswereraisedat

anexecutivecommitteemeet-
ing of the farmers’ organisa-
tionheldhereonWednesday.
Amemorandumoutliningthe
demandswassubmittedtothe
deputycommissioner.
State Sugarcane Growers’

AssociationpresidentKurbar

Shantkumar told reporters
that there are 29 sugar fac-
tories inBelagavi district, but
severalfactorieswerededuct-
ing harvesting and transpor-
tation charges from farmers’
bills, causing financial losses
togrowers.
He said the state govern-

ment had fixed harvesting
charges at Rs 512 per tonne
and transportation charges
at Rs 279 per tonne. As per
the FRP regulations and the
Sugarcane (Control) Order,
sugar factories are required
to clear farmers’ dues within
14days.
The deputy commissioner

should take necessary mea-
sures to ensure timely pay-
ment,hesaid.
Based on sugar recovery,

sugar factories in the district

were required to pay farm-
ers Rs 3,400 to Rs 3,500 per
tonne for sugarcane during
the previous year. However,
farmerswerepaid aroundRs
3,300 per tonne, leaving an
additionalRs200pertonneto
bepaid,Shantkumarclaimed.
As transportation tariffs

havealreadybeenfixedbythe
state government, measures
shouldbetakentoensurethat
farmers are not charged be-
yond the prescribed rates, he
demanded.
To prevent farmers from

being cheated, Shantkumar
urged the district adminis-
tration to convene monthly
meetings involving farmers’
representativesandsugarfac-
tory representatives tomoni-
torsugarcaneharvestingand
transportationcharges.

FarmersdemandRs4,500
per tonneFRPfor sugarcane
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9taluksdeclareddrought-affected
BELAGAVI, DHNS: Nine taluks
in Belagavi district have been
declared drought-affected
by the state government in
the second list released on
Thursday.
None of the district’s ta-

luks figured in the first list of
drought-affected taluks. The
nine taluks have now been in-
cluded in thesecond listbased
onrainfalldatarecordedfrom
June1 toSeptember16.

Athani, Bailhongal, Belaga-
vi, Chikkodi, Raibag, Chan-
nammana Kittur, Nippani,
Mudalgi and Yargatti have
beendeclared drought-affect-
ed. Athani has been classified
as severely drought-affected,
while the remaining eight ta-
luks have been categorised as
moderatelydrought-affected.
Ramdurg and Savadatti ta-

lukshavenotbeen included in
thedrought-affected list.

1,008lampslittomarkPM
NarendraModi’sbirthday

BELAGAVI,DHNS:BJPBelagavi
Dakshin, led by MLA Abhay
Patil, lit1,008earthenlampsas
part of an ‘Ashirwad Ka Diya’
programme at Kala Mandir
here on Thursday evening to
mark Prime Minister Naren-
draModi’s76thbirthday.
The Kala Mandir premises

glowed with the light of the
earthenlampsastheeventwas
held towishModiandexpress
support for his continued ser-
vice to thenation.A songded-
icated toModiwasalsoplayed
duringtheprogramme.
The lamps were ar-

ranged in the shape of ‘Modi
25×365=9125’,highlightinghis
13-year tenure as chief minis-
ter of Gujarat and 12 years as
primeminister.
MP Jagadish Shettar said

Modi,duringhistenureasGu-
jarat chief minister, took the
state toanew level ofdevelop-
ment and, as prime minister,
had enhanced India’s stature
oninternational forums.
Healsoreferredtothecoun-

try’s economic growth and
said the programmes organ-
ised to mark Modi’s birthday
were aimed at showcasing his
achievements.
MLAAbhayPatilsaidaDee-

potsav had been organised at
53,000 houses in Belagavi
Dakshin.
“We are lighting 1,008

lamps at Kala Mandir, which
was constructed under the
Centre’s Smart City project,
towishPrimeMinisterNaren-
dra Modi on his birthday,” he
said.

BJPBelagaviDakshin, ledbyMLAAbhayPatil, light1,008
earthen lampsaspartofan ‘AshirwadKaDiya’programmeat
KalaMandir inBelagavionThursdayeveningtomarkPrime

MinisterNarendraModi’s76thbirthday.MPJagadishShettar,
formerMLAsAnilBenake,SanjayPatil andothersdignitaries

areseen.DHPHOTO

MPensures full ‘VandeMataram’ isplayed
BELAGAVI, DHNS: BJP MP
Jagadish Shettar ensured
that thenational song ‘Vande
Mataram’ was played in full
during a programme organ-
ised at the Belagavi Institute
of Medical Sciences (BIMS)
hereonThursday.
The76thSamajikAdhikar-

taShivirwasorganisedat the
BIMS auditorium to distrib-
ute assistive devices and aids

to persons with disabilities
under various Central gov-
ernment schemes, marking
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s76thbirthday.
As the programme began,

only the first two paragraphs
of ‘Vande Mataram’ were
sung.
Shettar directed the BIMS

staff to play the complete
song.

Thestaffwereinitiallyseen
searching for the full version
ontheirmobilephonesbefore
an official found it, following
which the songwas played in
itsentirety.
FormerMLAsAnilBenake

andSanjayPatil, formerMLC
Mahantesh Kavatagimath,
BIMSDirectorDrVinayDas-
tikoppandotherofficialswere
presentontheoccasion.


