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On rights and procedures

State Information Commissioner M. Sreekumar speaks at a seminar on the Right to Information Act in

Thrissur on Friday. The seminar was organised by the State Information Commission. K.K. NAJEEB

The Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau (VACB)
apprehended a civil police
o�cer attached to the Ne-
dumangad police station
while accepting a bribe on
Friday.

The accused, identi�ed
as Biju, was caught by the
Vigilance o�cers. He was
arrested on the complaint
by a Panavoor native who
had approached the Nedu-
mangad police station for
documents related to a
road accident.

Cop held on
bribery charge
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Bank accounts belonging
to deceased persons were
allegedly used to route
transactions worth around
₹10 crore in six months by
a drug tra�cking network
under investigation follow-
ing the recent seizure of 1
kg of MDMA at Panthee-
rankavu in Kozhikode.

The accounts, described
by investigators as “mule
accounts”, reportedly be-
longed to deceased per-
sons. According to the pol-
ice, the accounts were
obtained after promising �-
nancial returns and were
subsequently used by
members of the alleged
drug network to receive
and transfer money, mak-

ing it di�cult for the police
to trace the actual
bene�ciaries.

The latest �nding has
opened up a new �nancial
trail in the investigation.
O�cers are continuing
with the scrutiny of various
other bank transactions as
well over the past six
months to establish the
�ow of money and identify
other members of the
network.

Accused arrested
The investigation has alrea-
dy led to the arrest of two
more suspected synthetic
drug tra�ckers from Noi-
da. C. Ajmal, a native of Ni-
lambur in Malappuram,
and P. Surya, a native of
Malayinkeezhu in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, were arrest-

ed from a rented apart-
ment there on September
12. According to police
sources, Ajmal operated as
a major supplier, procur-
ing MDMA and metham-
phetamine in bulk from
Delhi and arranging their
transportation to Keralam
through hired carriers and
drug peddlers. Surya, a
nursing student in Benga-
luru and his friend were al-
legedly staying with Ajmal
in the Noida apartment,
the sources said.

A police team from Koz-
hikode raided the apart-
ment before the arrests.
Several packets and ma-
chines allegedly used for
packing drugs were reco-
vered from the premises,
according to the police.
The two were brought to

Kozhikode on September
13 for further investigation
and were subsequently re-
manded by the Vadakara
Special Court.

Four other drug pushers
had earlier been arrested
in connection with the
Pantheerankavu case,
which was registered in
May 2026. Subsequent in-
vestigation found that the
drugs seized from the
group had been supplied
by Ajmal from Delhi.

The probe also revealed
Ajmal’s alleged links with
another major drug sei-
zure in Keralam. A senior
police o�cer with the spe-
cial squad said his involve-
ment in the recent seizure
of over 12 kg of MDMA in
Malappuram had also
come to light.

Investigators are exa-
mining the possible links
between these cases and a
few other incidents in
which commercial quanti-
ty drugs were seized. The
use of mule accounts for �-
nancial transactions had
also been detected in the
investigation, according to
the police. The accused re-
portedly told investigators
that the drugs were
sourced from Nigerian
nationals.

Cyber Shield, a platform
of the police and bank o�-
cials to zero in on suspi-
cious transactions using
mule accounts, is also ac-
tive in Kozhikode city. Pol-
ice sources revealed that
several bank accounts are
now under the scanner
across the State.

Police zero in on mule accounts belonging to
deceased persons used for ‘drug tra�cking’
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Communist Party of India
(CPI) State secretary Binoy
Viswam has launched a
scathing attack against the
policies of the previous
Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government, accus-
ing the administration of
adopting double standards
towards toddy shops and
bars. 

Speaking at the Kerala
Samsthana Chethu Thozhi-
lali Federation (KSCTF)
State conference in Vai-
kom, he observed that the
previous government
adopted a wrong approach
towards the toddy-tapping
industry and its workers,
failing to take any action to
protect traditional
labourers.

Mr. Viswam revealed
that despite the CPI repeat-
edly raising the demand in
LDF meetings to reduce
the 400-meter distance li-
mit of toddy shops from
educational institutions
and places of worship, no
action was taken. “In stark
contrast, the LDF govern-
ment reduced the distance
limit for bars owned by
elites to just 50 meters,
clearly demonstrating a
dual policy toward toddy
shops and bars. LDF has a
political obligation to pro-
tect traditional sectors like
toddy, handloom, cashew,

and beedi,” he said. He ad-
ded that although Pinarayi
Vijayan and other leaders
agreed with the CPI’s point
during front meetings, the
government wasted �ve
years without doing anyth-
ing. 

Calls for introspection
Calling for serious intros-
pection within the LDF lea-
dership over the defeat in
the last Assembly elec-
tions, Mr Viswam pointed
out that even the front’s
loyal supporters did not
vote for them. While ack-
nowledging that it was
wrong for party members
to withhold their votes, he
stressed that the LDF must
identify the reasons be-
hind this alienation and
understand why the public
drifted away.

Turning his criticism to-
ward the Congress, Mr. Vis-
wam said if Jawaharlal
Nehru were alive today,
Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san would have received
the harshest rebu� from
him. He argued that Mr.
Satheesan’s stances com-
pletely reject Nehru’s true
political ideals and tradi-
tions, leading the Congress
along paths that a Nehru-
vian Congress could never
have imagined. He added
that Congress is merely us-
ing Nehru’s name as a cov-
er to conceal its own politi-
cal mistakes.

LDF govt.’s approach
to toddy industry
was �awed: Viswam
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