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Experts: ‘Reasonable grounds’ 
to implicate US in war crimes
GENEVA

HUMAN rights experts commis-
sioned by the UN’s top human rights 
body say they have found “reasonable 
grounds” to believe the United States 
committed war crimes in two strikes 
in Iran, including on a school in the 
southern city of  Minab. They also ac-
cuse Iran’s theocratic gov-
ernment of  carrying out 
crimes against humanity 
against its own people in a 
r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  o n 
Thursday.

The report, while not 
binding, adds to interna-
tional evidence gathered about 
crimes in the war in Iran, and could 
eventually be used in efforts to reach 
justice in international courts.

The fact-finding mission on Iran, 
chaired by jurist Sara Hossain of  
Bangladesh, is made up of  independ-
ent experts and was created in 2022 
by the Human Rights Council, the 

U.N.’s top human rights body, which 
is based in Geneva.

The experts were expected to 
present their findings on Monday to 
the council, which is made up of  47 
UN member countries. The interna-
tional fact-finding mission says its 
findings on US war crimes center on 
a pair of  US airstrikes that killed at 

least 178 civilians, includ-
ing women and children. 

At the start of  the US-
Israeli war against Iran in 
February, at least one US 
missile hit the Shajareh 
Tayyebeh school in Minab, 
according to an Associated 

Press investigation. There has been 
no final accounting of  what 
happened.

Iranian state media have said 168 
people were killed in the strike, most 
of  them children. “Following the 
United States and Israeli attacks on 
28 February, the mission found rea-
sonable grounds to believe the Unit-

ed States committed the war crime 
of  launching indiscriminate attacks 
resulting in the loss of  life or injury 
to civilians or damage to civilian ob-
jects,” a UN statement about the 
team’s findings said.

The US State Department did not 
immediately respond to a request 
from AP seeking comment. In their 
report, the experts concluded that 
“the building of  the school was the 
intended point of  impact” and the 
resulting damage wasn’t the result 
of  an errant strike from an attack on 
a compound of  Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard next to the school.

The Trump administration has yet 
to directly accept responsibility or 
release the findings of  a Pentagon in-
vestigation into the school bombing. 
The UN-backed team cited two Febru-
ary 28 strikes: Tomahawk missiles 
hit a school, while Precision Strike 
Missiles scattered tungsten pellets 
over a sports complex and residential 
area in Lamerd. AP

Report also flags Iran governmet’s crimes against humanity on its own people

China rejects US ‘long-arm’ 
tariffs on Russian oil, gas

Beijing: China on Thursday rejected the 
US “long-arm jurisdiction” to impose 

tariffs on purchases of Russian oil and 
gas, saying its normal trade and 

economic cooperation with other 
countries should not be subject to 

interference or coercion by third parties. 
The US House of Representatives 

passed the Lindsey O Graham 
Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act 2026 

that authorises Trump to impose 
sanctions on Russia and steep tariffs on 

its leading trading partners such as 
India and China. China reiterated its 

opposition to any tariff   PTI

Kyiv backs energy truce but 
Russia continues strikes
Kyiv: Russian missiles and drones 
injured at least 19 people overnight in 
Ukraine’s capital and the surrounding 
region, authorities said. President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Thursday 
that Ukrainian forces had also carried 
out overnight strikes against targets in 
Russia, including an oil refinery in 
Yaroslavl and a military airfield in the 
Rostov region. Kyiv’s military 
administration said the overnight 
attacks struck more than 10 locations in 
the capital, while 33 sites were 
damaged. A 10-year-old girl and a 
12-year-old boy were injured AP

Sanae Takaichi reshuffle 
Japan Cabinet

Tokyo: Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi reshuffled her Cabinet on 

Thursday in a bid to turn around her 
waning popularity, but retained key 

ministers as she pursues stronger ties 
with the US. Japan faces President 

Donald Trump ‘s tough demands for 
bigger defense spending, more 

investment in America and measures to 
combat a weak yen. The reshuffle is the 

first by the right-wing star of the 
governing Liberal Democratic Party since 

she took office last October as Japan’s 
first female leader in modern history. It’s 
a used tactic by a prime minister  AP

Government of Odisha 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

KATAKA (R&B) CIRCLE, KATAKA
(‘e’ – PROCUREMENT NOTICE)

E-mail.ID- sectcrb_2006@yahoo.co.in, Tel/Fax – 0671-2301751/2302751
Bid ldentification No.CCE.Ctc.(R&B) 11 / 2026-27

1. The Chief Construc�on Engineer, Kataka (R&B) Circle, Kataka on behalf 
of Governor of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double 
cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Road works 
as men�oned below.

2. No. of work :- 02 Nos.
3. Nature of work :- Road works
4. Class of contractor :- ‘B’ & ‘A’ Class
5. Tender paper cost :- Rs.10000/- (online)
6. Available of bid docu-

ment in the web site.
:- From 21.09.2026 to 17.30 Hours of 

08.10.2026
7. Date of opening of bid :- Dt.09.10.2026 at 11.00 Hours
8. The Bidders have to par�cipate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details 

can be seen from the website h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any ad-
dendum / corrigendum / cancella�on of tender can also be seen in the 
said web site

Sd/- Chief Construc�on Engineer 
OIPR- 34001/34012/1/26-27/0029 Kataka (R&B) Circle

34001/797/2627


