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campaign.The contest is
consequently shaping up
as a battle between two can-
didates with distinct back-
grounds. While Bora brings
experience as a former gov-
ernment official and
elected legislator, Sharma
enters the race after a ca-
reer in the civil service.The
Nagaon Lok Sabha by-
election will be held on
October 6, with counting
scheduled for October
9.The seat fell vacant af-
ter Congress MP Pradyut
Bordoloi resigned ahead
of the 2026 Assam Assem-
bly elections and subse-
quently joined the BJP.
Bordoloi later contested
the Dispur Assembly
constituency and won
the seat. He had earlier
won the Nagaon Lok
Sabha seat in both 2019
and 2024.Nagaon is one
of Assam’s 14 Lok Sabha
constituencies and cov-
ers Morigaon district
along with five of the
seven Assembly seg-
ments in Nagaon district.
The bypoll is expected to
be closely watched as
both the Congress and
BJP seek to consolidate
their political positions in
central Assam.

of Golap Borbora, Assam’s first
non-Congress Chief Minister.
Her family’s political legacy
has given her a strong connec-
tion with the Nagaon-
Batadraba region.However, the
political landscape changed
following the delimitation exer-
cise carried out in 2023. The
erstwhile Batadroba Assembly
constituency was abolished
and its areas were incorporated
into the newly configured
Nagaon-Batadraba Assembly
constituency.Bora is now re-
turning to electoral politics on
a larger platform, with the Con-
gress hoping that her previous
electoral success and familiar-
ity with the region will help the
party retain its influence in the
constituency. The BJP, mean-
while, has nominated Devasish
Sharma, a former IAS officer
and former Nagaon deputy
commissioner. Sharma took
voluntary retirement from the
civil service before entering
politics and has now been cho-
sen by the ruling party to make
his electoral debut from
Nagaon.His tenure as Nagaon
deputy commissioner has
given him considerable famil-
iarity with the constituency and
its administrative landscape.
The BJP is expected to lever-
age his bureaucratic experience
and local familiarity during the

The Assam Rising, Nagaon,
September 16: The Congress
has fielded former Batadroba
MLA Sibamoni Bora for the
upcoming Nagaon Lok Sabha
by-election, setting the stage
for a high-profile contest
against BJP nominee and
former IAS officer Devasish
Sharma.Bora, a former Block
Development Officer (BDO),
entered electoral politics in
the 2021 Assam Assembly
elections and emerged as one
of the Congress’s prominent
winners. Contesting from
Batadroba, she defeated the
then-sitting BJP MLA and ac-
t o r - t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n
Angoorlata Deka by a margin
of 32,820 votes.Bora secured
84,278 votes, accounting for
nearly 60 per cent of the votes
polled in the constituency. Her
victory was considered signifi-
cant as she wrested the seat
from the BJP and went on to
serve as a member of the 15th
Assam Legislative Assembly.A
postgraduate, Bora entered
politics after a career in gov-
ernment service. Her adminis-
trative background, combined
with her political family connec-
tions, has been an important
feature of her public career.Bora
is the daughter of Kiran Bora, a
former MLA from Batadroba.
She is also the daughter-in-law

Sibamoni Bora to Take
on BJP’s Devasish Sharma in

Nagaon Lok Sabha Bypoll

The Assam Rising,
Tinsukia, September 16:
Senior cadre of the banned
United Liberation Front of
Asom-Independent (ULFA-
I), Anoljoy Asom, surren-
dered before Tinsukia Police
on September 14, in what is
being seen as another setback
for the insurgent
outfit.According to informa-
tion available, Anoljoy had
been staying in hiding in
Myanmar’s Yajong area for
a prolonged period. During
his stay there, he reportedly
married a Myanmar woman
and had been living in the
region for several years.He
eventually decided to return
to Assam and surrender be-
fore the Tinsukia Police,
marking his return to the
mainstream. The develop-
ment comes amid continued
efforts by security agencies
to encourage members of in-
surgent groups to abandon
militancy and return to nor-
mal life.Anoljoy’s surrender
is being viewed as a signifi-
cant development for the
security situation in Upper
Assam, particularly in areas
that have historically wit-
nessed activities linked to
ULFA factions. His decision
to surrender could also indi-
cate the continuing pressure
faced by cadres operating in
difficult conditions along the
India-Myanmar border.The
banned ULFA-I, led by
Paresh Barua, has remained
opposed to the peace pro-
cess involving the pro-talks
faction of the United Libera-
tion Front of Asom. The
outfit has continued to op-
erate from bases in
Myanmar, although security
forces have intensified op-
erations and surveillance
against its activities.The sur-
render of senior cadres in
recent years has been a set-
back for the organisation, as
experienced members play
an important role in main-
taining communication, re-
cruitment and operational
networks.Officials are ex-

following interrogation and
official assessment.His sur-
render marks another instance
of a member of the banned out-
fit choosing to abandon the in-
surgent path and return to the
mainstream, dealing a further
blow to ULFA-I’s
organisational strength.

about the functioning and net-
work of the banned
outfit.Further details regard-
ing his rank, responsibilities
within ULFA-I, period of as-
sociation with the
organisation and the rehabili-
tation measures being offered
to him are expected to emerge

pected to gather further in-
formation from Anoljoy re-
garding his activities, his as-
sociation with the
organisation and the circum-
stances that led to his deci-
sion to return to Assam.
Details regarding his rehabili-
tation and reintegration into
mainstream society are also
awaited.The surrender is
likely to be closely examined
by security agencies, par-
ticularly in view of
Anoljoy’s prolonged stay in
Myanmar and his reported
links to the organisation’s
activities there.The develop-
ment also comes at a time
when authorities have been
encouraging insurgent cadres
to give up arms and return
to civilian life through sur-
render and rehabilitation
initiatives.While the circum-
stances surrounding
Anoljoy’s decision to sur-
render have not been fully
disclosed, his return could
provide security agencies
with valuable information

ULFA-I Senior Cadre Anoljoy Asom
Surrenders Before Tinsukia Police

public sentiment sur-
rounding Garg’s legacy,
with organisations and in-
dividuals across Assam
continuing to organise
programmes in his memory
following his
death.According to the AJP,
the week-long observance is
intended to remember differ-
ent aspects of Garg’s life and
contributions while promot-
ing social responsibility
among the people. The party
said that instead of limiting
the memorial programmes to
traditional tributes, it wanted
to associate the singer’s
memory with activities that
serve the wider
community.The blood dona-
tion drives were therefore
organised as a public wel-
fare initiative, with party
members and supporters
volunteering to donate
blood in Garg’s
memory.The AJP said the

in the programme and do-
nated blood along with party
leaders, workers and
supporters.Similar blood do-
nation programmes were
organised simultaneously in
several districts across the
state as part of the week-long
tribute to Garg. The party said
the initiative sought to trans-
form the singer’s humanitar-
ian values into concrete so-
cial action and encourage
people to contribute to pub-
lic welfare.The AJP de-
scribed the second day of
the memorial week as the
‘Day of Humanity’, high-
lighting what it termed
Garg’s strong humanist ide-
als. Through the blood do-
nation campaign, the party
sought to encourage
people, particularly young
citizens, to participate in ac-
tivities that can directly ben-
efit society.The initiative
also reflects the widespread

The Assam Rising,
Guwahati, September 16:
The Assam Jatiya Parishad
(AJP) observed the second
day of its week-long ‘Zubeen
Garg Smriti Saptah’ on Mon-
day as the ‘Day of Human-
ity’, paying tribute to late
singer and musician Zubeen
Garg through blood donation
programmes held across
Assam.As part of the obser-
vance, 101 AJP leaders, work-
ers and supporters in each
district participated in blood
donation drives organised in
memory of the celebrated
singer. The party said the ini-
tiative was aimed at remember-
ing Garg not only as an artiste
but also for his humanitarian
outlook and commitment to
social causes.A central blood
donation programme was
organised at the playground
of Narengi Krira Sangha in
Guwahati. AJP president
Lurinjyoti Gogoi participated

programmes across
Assam would help carry
forward Garg’s message
of humanity and compas-
sion. It also appealed to
people to participate in
similar social initiatives
and contribute towards
building a more caring
and responsible
society.The second day
of ‘Zubeen Garg Smriti
Saptah’ thus combined
remembrance with com-
munity service, with
blood donors across the
state paying tribute to
the iconic Assamese ar-
tiste through an act in-
tended to save lives.The
week-long observance
will continue with other
programmes aimed at
commemorating Garg and
highlighting his contri-
butions to Assamese so-
ciety, culture and humani-
tarian causes.

Gorkha Community Celebrates Holy
Teej - Haritalika Festival in Hojai

Tritiya, the women took a
holy dip in nearby water
bodies and rivers, followed by
a strict Nirjala (without food
or water) fast to pray for the
well-being and longevity of their
husbands and families.
Upholding these long-standing
traditions, the Gorkha Women
Society of Hojai gathered at the
Sri Satyanarayan Temple on
Monday to offer prayers and
perform rituals dedicated to
Lord Shiva and Goddess
Parvati. The multi-day festival,
which began on Bhadra Shukla
Dwitiya, will conclude on
Bhadra Shukla Panchami
(Rishi Panchami) on tuesday
with the performing of the
Saptarshi Puja.

delicacies were prepared and
shared among family members
and visiting daughters. The
women also gathered with
neighbors to sing traditional Teej
songs and dance.On the
following day, Bhadra Shukla

daughters were invited back to
their maternal homes to mark the
occasion.On the second day of the
bright fortnight of the Bhadra
month (Bhadra Shukla Dwitiya),
families observed the traditional
'Dar Khane' ritual. Delicious

The Assam Rising, Hojai,
September 16 : Nepali-speaking
Gorkha women across the greater
Hojai area celebrated the holy
festival of Teej with great joy and
enthusiasm. As part of the
traditional customs, married

AJP Observes ‘Zubeen Garg
Smriti Saptah’ with Blood

Donation Drives Across Assam


