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Battling recurrent drought 
for generations, farmers from 
Georai tehsil have once again 
approached the state admin-
istration, seeking a perma-
nent solution to the region’s 
chronic water crisis. 

In a memorandum sub-
mitted to Deputy Chief 
Minister and Guardian 
Minister Sunetra Pawar, a del-
egation of farmers and activ-
ists demanded that surplus 
water from the Godavari river 
basin and the Paithan Right 
Bank Canal be diverted to key 
local reservoirs through dedi-
cated lift pipelines or sub-
canals. 

The delegation identified 
six critical reservoirs in 
Georai tehsil — Chaklamba, 
Shekta, Bangali Pimpla, 

Gorakshnath Kumbhajalgaon, 
Govindwadi and Georai. 

According to the farmers, 
replenishing these reservoirs 
even once could help sustain 
local water bodies, streams 
and groundwater levels for up 
to three consecutive years. 

“Generations of farmers 
here have been scorched by 
relentless drought,” the mem-
orandum stated, adding that 
supplying water through 
pipelines from Shahagad, 

Panchaleshwar or Gulaj could 
bring thousands of hectares 
of parched and remote farm-
land under irrigation. 

The farmers also argued 
that a permanent pipeline 
project would reduce the 
government's recurring 
expenditure on drought 
relief. Each drought cycle 
requires the state to spend 
crores of rupees on water 
tankers, cattle camps and 
temporary drinking-water 

arrangements, they said. 
The demand is not new. 

Local farmers said they 
have been petitioning the 
state government since 2012 
and submitted records of 
previous agitations, memor-
andums and unfulfilled 
administrative assurances 
along with their latest rep-
resentation. 

Copies of the memoran-
dum were also submitted to 
the Chief Minister, Water 
Resources Department, local 
representatives and commu-
nity leaders. The delegation 
included farmer activist 
Manoj Patil, Laxman Aaher, 
Irshad Bhai, Abasaheb 
Aaher, Ramchandra Kale, 
Balasaheb Aaher and 
Machhindra Karbhari, rep-
resenting farmers from 
Khalegaon and surrounding 
villages in Georai tehsil.  
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The 138-year-old Ganesh festi-
val at Helas village in Mantha 
taluka is drawing attention for 
its distinctive traditions that 
combine religious devotion, 
environmental conservation 
and cultural activities. 

Located about five kilo-
metres from Mantha, Helas is 
a village of around 3,500 
people from different com-
munities. According to the 
Shri Ganesh Sansthan, the vil-
lage has been observing its 
unique Ganesh festival for 138 
years, with records indicating 
that the tradition predates the 
public Ganesh festival move-
ment associated with 
Lokmanya Tilak. 

Unlike conventional cel-
ebrations, residents do not 
install separate Ganesh idols 
in their homes or conduct 
immersion processions. The 

focus is on an ancient east-
facing Ganesh idol housed in a 
central Hemadpanthi temple, 
regarded by villagers as the 
village deity. 

The festival begins with 
worship of the temple idol 
and the traditional Bhagwat 
Katha. It concludes with 
Palakhi Purnima, marked by 
Maha Aarti, Mahaprasad and 
an overnight palanquin pro-
cession through the village. 
The palanquin is carried on 
devotees’ shoulders and, 
according to the organisers, is 
not placed on the ground dur-

ing the procession. 
The festival also has a 

strong social dimension. 
Married daughters born in 
Helas return to their maternal 
village with their families, 
making the occasion a major 
reunion for several gener-
ations. 

Another important feature 
is the village’s musical theatre 
tradition. Three plays are 
staged every year, with young 
residents rehearsing for 
nearly a month before Ganesh 
Chaturthi. The tradition 
includes social, religious and 
humorous themes and has 
historically featured plays 
aimed at promoting social 
awareness and unity. 

The organisers say the festi-
val is conducted without DJs 
or high-volume sound sys-
tems and without idol immer-
sion, thereby avoiding associ-
ated noise and water pollu-
tion.

No immersion, no home 
idols: Helas village's  
unique Ganeshotsav
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The Shetkari Kamgar Party 
(SKP) on Monday took out a 
bullock-cart morcha to the 
Kaij tehsil office, demanding 
immediate financial assis-
tance for farmers and 
measures to address the 
agrarian crisis caused by 

inadequate rainfall this year. 
Led by SKP district unit 

general secretary Bhai 
Mohan Gund, the protesters 
demanded compensation of 
₹50,000 per hectare for 
farmers who suffered crop 
losses during the kharif sea-
son. They also sought the 
immediate opening of fodder 
camps, payment of pending 

crop insurance claims from 
previous years and withdra-
wal of the alleged compulsion 
to install smart (prepaid) 
electricity meters. 

The march reached the 
tehsil office around 1pm, 
where it turned into a public 
meeting. Addressing the 
gathering, Gund said pro-
longed rainfall deficiency and 

extensive crop damage had 
left farmers in a critical finan-
cial situation. He demanded 
that the government declare 
the affected areas drought-hit 
and provide immediate relief. 

The protesters also 
demanded a complete 
waiver of electricity bills for 
agricultural pumps and 
domestic consumption, 

along with at least eight 
hours of uninterrupted day-
time power supply for agri-
cultural pumps. They sought 
the immediate release of 
pending crop insurance com-
pensation for the 2024 kharif 
and rabi seasons and pay-
ment of the second instal-
ment of sugarcane dues by 
sugar factories in the district. 

SKP takes out bullock-cart morcha 
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State Agriculture Minister 
Dattatray Bharne inspected 
soybean crops and assessed the 
drought situation in the farm-
lands of Hiwara Jatu in Aundha 
Nagnath taluka of Hingoli dis-
trict on Saturday. Following the 
inspection, he had a traditional 

meal of besan-bhakari at the 
farm of farmer Shankar 
Datarao Karhale. 

A drought-like situation has 
emerged in Hingoli district, 
including Aundha Nagnath 
taluka. Against this backdrop, 
Agriculture Minister Bharne 
personally inspected the stand-
ing crops at Hiwara Jatu and 
interacted with farmers. 

During the visit, farmers 
apprised the minister of their 
grievances. In response, 
Bharne assured them that assis-
tance would soon be provided 
through various government 
schemes. Rajya Sabha member 
Ramrao Vadkute, MLA 
Chandrakant (alias Raju) 
Navghare and others were 
present.

Min Bharne inspects drought

Recruitment 
exams set for 
reforms   
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The High-Level Task Force on 
Recruitment Examinations 
will submit recommenda-
tions to the government to 
make the state’s recruitment 
examination process trans-
parent, merit-based, reliable 
and timely, said chairperson 
V Radha, Additional Chief 
Secretary of the General 
Administration Department. 

She was speaking at a press 
conference after the commit-
tee interacted with students 
from the Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar division at the 
Smart City office on Monday. 
Committee members 
included Director General of 
Police Sadanand Date, 
member secretary Dr N 
Ramaswamy and Pravin 
Gedam, Divisional 
Commissioner, Nashik 
Division. 

Radha said the committee 
had so far interacted with 
around 1,750 students in 
Pune, Nagpur and Amravati. 


