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Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

SUNDAY, SEP. 20

RISE 06:12 SET 18:19

RISE 13:44 SET 00:41

MONDAY, SEP. 21

RISE 06:11 SET 18:19

RISE 14:30 SET 01:33

TUESDAY, SEP. 22

RISE 06:11 SET 18:18

RISE 15:16 SET 02:23

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Last stroke to glory

Nail-biter: Aroma Chundan of the Aroma Boat Club racing to victory in the opening race of the 6th season of the Champions Boat League at 

Karuvatta in Alappuzha on Saturday. Melpadom Chundan of the Pallathuruthy Boat Club came secod in the race. SURESH ALLEPPEY

A
total of only 250 in-
stitutions in Kera-
lam have received

the ‘Eat Right Campus’ cer-
ti�cation so far. An initia-
tive of the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI), the ‘Eat Right
Campus’ project aims at
ensuring safe, healthy and
sustainable food on the
campuses and reducing
the incidence of food-
borne illnesses, de�ciency
diseases and non-commun-
icable diseases among the
people on the campus.

Besides colleges and un-
iversities, workplaces (priv-
ate organisations, govern-
ment organisations, public
sector undertakings), non-
government organisations,
hospitals, anganwadi
centres and jails are among
the institutions that can ap-
ply for the certi�cation.

As per the o�cial esti-
mates, there are 27 institu-

tions in Kannur district
having the certi�cation as
of mid-September. Kollam
and Thrissur districts have
25 each institutions that
had received the certi�ca-
tion. The number of institu-
tions having the ‘Eat Right
Campus’ certi�cation in
other districts are as fol-
lows: Thiruvananthapu-

ram (17), Pathanamthitta
(12), Alappuzha (20), Kot-
tayam (18), Ernakulam (19),
Idukki (16), Palakkad (19),
Malappuram (23), Kozhi-
kode (14), Wayanad (8),
Kannur (27), Kasaragod (7).

Evaluation

Senior o�cials of the De-
partment of Food Safety
said that the institutions
are evaluated under four
di�erent parameters that
include food safety mea-
sures, steps to ensure pro-
vision of healthy food, en-
vironmentally sustainable
food practices and building
awareness among the indi-
viduals in the campus to
make the right food choic-
es. The best practices ex-
pected from the institu-
tions include mandatory
steps such as licensing and
registration of food service
establishments on the cam-
pus and compliance with
food safety and hygiene
standards as per Schedule
4 of the Food Safety and

Standards (FSS) Act, 2006,
they said. A campus is cer-
ti�ed as an ‘Eat Right Cam-
pus’, if it scored three or
more stars on a �ve-star
rating scale. The certi�ca-
tion is valid for two years,
they added. Earlier, the va-
lidity of the certi�cates of
204 institutions in the State
had expired, they said.

On why the initiative has
not gathered pace as ex-
pected, the o�cials point-
ed out that some of the in-
stitutions seemed reluctant
to apply while citing pro-
cedural delays. The certi�-
cation is done in a phased
manner as per the direc-
tions issued by the FSSAI.
Moreover, the process can
be completed in tune with
the release of funds from
the FSSAI to meet the cost
incurred for the Food Safe-
ty Training and Certi�ca-
tion (FoSTaC) programme
and fee for third-party aud-
iting by an agency empa-
nelled by the authority,
they said.

Only 250 institutions hold ‘Eat
Right Campus’ certi�cation
The project aims at ensuring safe, healthy and sustainable food on campuses and reducing the

incidence of food-borne illnesses, de�ciency ailments and non-communicable diseases

G. Krishnakumar
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The 54th Kallada Jalotsa-
vam and the second leg of
the 6th Champions Boat
League (CBL), organised
by the State Tourism de-
partment, will be held on
the Kallada river on Wed-
nesday, said Ullas Kovoor,
MLA, during a press meet
held here on Saturday.

Tracing its roots back 53
years, the Kallada Jalotsa-
vam originally com-
menced near the railway
bridge close to the Veerab-
hadraswamy temple. Ho-
wever, the event had to be
temporarily suspended
due to the 2018 �oods and
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Although the CBL resumed

after the pandemic, small
boat competitions were
omitted, which gradually
reduced local community
participation. Subsequent-
ly, in 2024, Mundrothu-
ruthu grama panchayat
and the Kallada Jalotsavam
Committee successfully re-
vived the traditional festiv-
al on the 28th day after
Onam, with the Jalotsavam
and the CBL initially being
held on separate days.

Later, Kodikunnil Su-
resh, MP, and Mr. Kovoor
held discussions with Mi-
nister for Tourism and Cul-
ture P.C. Vishnunadh, lead-
ing to a decision to merge
both events on the 28th
day after Onam. Following
this, collaborative meet-
ings involving the Tourism

department, the Kallada
Jalotsavam Committee, re-
presentatives from three
local grama panchayats in
Kallada, boat club o�cials,
and political party mem-
bers �nalised the joint
hosting. 

Marking a milestone for
the event, nine snakeboats
(chundan vallam) that tri-
umphed in the Nehru Tro-
phy Boat Race alongside
over 15 small traditional
boats (veppu and iruttu-
kuthi categories) will parti-
cipate in the competition,
making it the highest num-
ber of racing boats ever
gathered on the Kallada
river.

The function will be in-
augurated by Home Minis-
ter Ramesh Chennithala. 

54th Kallada Jalotsavam
to be held on Wednesday
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A 21-year-old man and his
teenage relative were
found dead on a railway
track near Angamaly in the
early hours of Saturday, ac-
cording to the police. The
deceased are Abhilash
Anilkumar of Pallimon,
Kollam, and a Class X girl
student from Eravipuram,
Kollam.

The Angamaly police
were alerted about the in-
cident around 2 a.m. on Sa-
turday. The duo had been
missing from their homes
since Friday. Separate mis-
sing cases were registered
at Kananalloor and Eravip-
uram police stations fol-
lowing complaints from
the families. The police
have registered a case of
unnatural death under
Section 194 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita. The bo-
dies were shifted to the An-
gamaly Taluk Hospital.

(Those in distress or hav-
ing suicidal tendencies
could seek help by calling
DISHA - 1056, 0471-
2552056, and Maithri -
0484-2540530)

Youth, teen
girl found
dead on 
railway track

The Hindu Bureau
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The Kerala High Court has
directed the Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB) to
implement the proposal by
the Thiruvabharanam
Commissioner to improve
the security, conservation,
storage, and transfer of
Thiruvabharanam (sacred
ornaments) in Devaswoms
under the Board.

The Commissioner pro-
posed a digital database for
each Thiruvabharanam,
including a unique asset
number, name of the De-

vaswom, register number,
weight, type of metal, gem-
stone number, photo-
graphs, current storage lo-
cation and custodian, and
transfer and inspection
history. 

He also suggested that,
subject to expert recom-
mendations, a QR code or
RFID (Radio-Frequency
Identi�cation) system
could be implemented. He
also recommended a
three-layer storage system
and categorising Thiru-
vabharanam according to
size.

Suggestions for digital

location mapping, digital
tracking of Thiruvabhara-
nam, monitoring transfers
during festivals, and up-
grading strong room secur-
ity systems were also put
forward by the Commis-
sioner. 

He recommended pe-
riodic inspection and au-
dits of the articles, and a
procedure for the manage-
ment of unserviceable and
damaged gold and silver
Thiruvabharanam among
other things. 

The Division Bench of
Justices V. Raja Vijayaragh-
avan and K.V. Jayakumar

had previously noted irreg-
ularities in the registers of
Thiruvabharanam, Bhara-
nipathram, and Pattupariv-
attam. The court had di-
rected the Commissioner
to coordinate with the pro-
ject management unit in
charge of developing a
comprehensive software
for the Board, to ensure
transparency in transac-
tions and maintenance re-
lated to Thiruvabharanam
and related articles.

The Board stores the
Thiruvabharanam of va-
rious Devaswoms in 17
strong rooms. 

HC orders TDB to implement proposal to
improve security of Thiruvabharanam
The Hindu Bureau
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Former Governor, lawyer
and author P.S. Sreedha-
ran Pillai has been selected
for this year’s Amritakeer-
thi Award instituted by the
Mata Amritanandamayi
Math. 

The award will be pre-
sented at a function to be
held on the evening of Sep-
tember 26 on the Amrita-
puri Campus of Amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham.

Amritakeerthi
Award for
Sreedharan
Pillai
The Hindu Bureau

KOLLAM


