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DROUGHT | CM blames MVA for scrapping water grid project

PTI  
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR 

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on 
Wednesday accused the pre-
vious Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government of aban-
doning the ambitious water 
grid project planned for the 
drought‐prone Marathwada 
region. 

The CM toured villages in 
Latur and Dharashiv reeling 
under water shortage and 
crop losses. He said that crop 
loss surveys were a mere for-
mality and were being con-
ducted as a procedural 
requirement, though the dev-
astation was already evident. 

“We have gathered all the 
reports and are taking action 
accordingly. The government 
has taken the drought situ-
ation very seriously and has 
started working. We are going 
to help the farmers, and our 
loan waiver scheme is also on 
and will not be shut. We are 
arranging water availability 
and fodder as well,” Fadnavis 
told reporters. 

Responding to questions on 
farmers’ demand for the 
water grid project, Fadnavis 
alleged that the MVA govern-
ment had “dumped” the plan 
after coming to power. 

“Water grid was a very 
ambitious project. But the 
MVA government dumped it. 
The funds given by the Centre 

under the Jal Jeevan Mission 
could have been used for the 
water grid. Instead, they 
diverted those funds else-
where,” he said. 

Fadnavis stressed that his 
government’s priority was to 
bring water to the 
Marathwada region. 

"The World Bank has given 
its nod for a project to channel 
floodwaters from Satara, 
Sangli and Kolhapur into the 
Ujani dam (in Solapur) and 
subsequently into 
Marathwada. A detailed pro-
ject report for another 
scheme aimed at making 
Marathwada drought‐free is 
expected by December," he 
added. 

He further raised concerns 
over rainfall deficit and crop 
losses. 

“There is a mere 50 per cent 
rainfall in Dharashiv and 
Latur. So the crops are com-
pletely gone, and soybean will 
not yield anything. Drinking 
water availability will also be a 
problem as wells have dried 
up. There is grief and sorrow 
among farmers, but we will 
help them in every manner,” 
he said. 

He assured that direct 
financial aid would be 
extended to farmers alongside 
arrangements for Rabi crops, 
drinking water and fodder. 
“The situation is serious and 
there is a challenge before us. 
But we will utilise all our 
resources for this,” he said. 

On loan waiver implemen-
tation, Fadnavis alleged 
wrong actions by some banks. 

“Certain banks added more 

interest to the amounts while 
sending lists to us. We caught 
that and issued strict instruc-
tions. The banks are now 
making necessary changes 
and will resend the lists. Once 
we receive them, we will 
transfer amounts to the 
accounts of 6-7 lakh farmers,” 
he said. 

The CM noted that crop 
loss surveys were being con-
ducted as a procedural 
requirement, though the dev-
astation was already evident. 

He said the government 
had reserved water resources 
for drinking purposes, ensur-
ing availability until next June. 
“We have seen wells here that 
have dried up. We anticipated 
a drinking water crisis and 
have made provision till next 
June,” he said.  

CM tours rain-deficient 
Marathwada heartland

FPJ News Service  
BEED  

The existence of a Hindu cre-
matorium adjacent to the 
Bindusara riverbed at Sant 
Savata Mali Chowk on 
Mondha Road has come 
under threat due to alleged 
encroachment. Local activists 
have accused the Beed 
Municipal Council of failing to 
protect the crematorium 
premises and prevent unauth-
orised occupation of the 
riverbed and surrounding 
land. 

RTI activist Dr Ganesh 
Dhawale and social activist 
Ramnath Khod have sub-
mitted a memorandum to 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis and Deputy Chief 
Ministers Eknath Shinde and 
Sunetra Pawar through the 
Beed District Collector and 
Chief Officer of the Beed 
Municipal Council. 

The activists have 

demanded an immediate land 
survey, verification of official 
records and removal of 
unauthorised occupants. They 
have also warned of an agita-
tion if the administration fails 
to act. 

The crematorium was con-
structed in 2005-06 near the 
Bindusara riverbed using 
local area development funds 
allocated by former MLA 
Sunil Dhande. Activists allege 
that the municipal council 
failed to maintain the facility 
over the years, allowing the 
premises to become over-
grown and vulnerable to 
encroachment. 

According to Khod, the 
Chief Officer of the Beed 
Municipal Council issued a 
notice on July 8, 2025, to 
office-bearers of the Shri Sant 
Shiromani Savata Mali 
Maharaj Temple over alleged 
unauthorised alterations at 
the site. 

The notice stated that the 
original ‘Hindu Crematorium’ 
signage on the entrance arch 
had been painted over and 
replaced with temple-related 
branding. It also flagged an 
allegedly unauthorised dirt 
road passing through the cre-
matorium premises. 

The civic body directed 

those responsible to restore 
the original signage and 
remove the road, warning of 
criminal action. 

Activists claim that while 
the altered signage was subse-
quently removed, the road 
continues to be used by 
pedestrians and vehicles. 
They have demanded a joint 
land measurement based on 
revenue records to demarcate 
the crematorium’s boundaries 
and removal of all unauth-
orised structures. 

They have also sought 
action against officials alleg-
edly responsible for failing to 
prevent the encroachment.  

Activists flag encroachment  
at Beed Hindu crematorium

FPJ News Service  
BEED  

As the daily Beed-Pune train 
service has begun from 
Wednesday, local activists 
have demanded city bus con-
nectivity to facilitate smooth 
travel to and from the railway 
station. 

Social activists SM Yusuf 
and Ramesh Gangadhare 
have submitted a memoran-
dum to the Guardian 
Minister, local MP, MLA, 
District Collector and 
Divisional Controller of the 
Maharashtra State Road 

Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC). The representation 
highlights concerns over 
travel fares and suggests key 
routes for the proposed bus 
service. 

The activists pointed out 
that while the Beed Railway 
Station is operational and the 
daily Beed-Pune train service 
has commenced, the station is 
located several kilometres 
from the main parts of the 
city. In the absence of afford-
able public transport, com-
muters may have to pay high 
fares to private operators to 
reach the station. 

To ease the financial 
burden on passengers, the 
memorandum urged the 
MSRTC to operate connecting 
buses from key locations 
across the city to the railway 
station, along with return ser-
vices timed to the arrival of 
trains. 

The proposed routes for 
the initial rollout include 
Government Polytechnic-
Railway Station, MIDC Area-
Railway Station, Anandwadi-
Railway Station, Karpara 
River-Railway Station and 
Charhata Phata-Railway 
Station.    

95 illegal water 
connections cut 
PTI  
LATUR 

The Latur Municipal 
Corporation on Tuesday dis-
connected 95 unauthorised 
water connections taken from 
air valves on the main water 
pipeline along the Harangul-
Dhanegaon road. The action 
was part of a drive to prevent 
illegal tapping of the city's 
water supply network, an offi-
cial said. Officials said unauth-
orised tapping of water from 
air valves was affecting both 
the flow and pressure of water 
supplied to the city. 

Driver returns 
laptop bag 
PTI  
LATUR 

Setting an example of hon-
esty, an auto driver handed 
over a passenger’s bag con-
taining a laptop worth ₹1 lakh, 
important documents, ident-
ity cards and other valuables 
to police.Tayyab Chandpasha 
Shaikh accidentally left the 
bag in the auto on Monday 
while getting down. Driver 
Ramakant Abhang Kasbe 
noticed it after Shaikh left and 
took it to Vivekanand Chowk 
police station. Police traced 
Shaikh through the docu-
ments and returned the bag.

Train commuters seek bus service 

33-year-old man ends 
life over marital strife
PTI  
BEED 

A 33-year-old man allegedly 
died by suicide by hanging 
himself in Beed city in the 
early hours of Tuesday as he 
was apparently distressed 
over marital discord, police 
said. 

The deceased, identified as 
Dattatraya Uttreshwar 
Doiphode, was a resident of 
Kasari village in Kaij tehsil, 
they said. 

According to the police, 
Doiphode had been under 
severe mental stress for the 
past few days because his wife 
was living away from him and 
refusing to live with him. 

On Monday, he had come 
to Sant Namdeonagar to stay 
overnight at his sister's resi-
dence. He allegedly took the 
extreme step during the night 
when everyone was asleep. 
The incident came to light 
around 5.30am on Tuesday 
when family members found 

him hanging inside the house, 
an official said. Upon receiv-
ing information, a team from 
the Shivajinagar police station 
rushed to the spot, conducted 
a panchnama, and sent the 
body to the civil hospital for a 
post-mortem examination. 

"Preliminary investigation 
found that the victim was in 
acute distress due to 
estrangement from his wife, 
which appears to have driven 
him to take his own life," he 
said.   


