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SC steps in on women’s safety in Capital

The court also sought scrutiny of fast-track and POCS

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday passed a slew of
directions while taking cog-
nisance of news reports of
crimes against minor girls
and women across the Delhi-
NCR while directing the Delhi
Police Commissioner to con-
stitute dedicated police
teams to conduct an imme-
diate survey and inspection
ofvulnerable pockets. The SC
directed the commissioner to
constitute dedicated police
teams for each police district,
headed by an officer not
below the rank of deputy
superintendent of police
within a period of four weeks.

“The audit shall be based
upon National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data,
local intelligence, past and
present complaints received,
previous incidents and other
objective indicators to iden-
tify locations prone to such
crimes. These teams shall
identify locations where
poor lighting, lack of surveil-
lance, insufficient patrolling,
abandoned structures, poor
access control or other defi-
ciencies may increase the

Students during the Hum Azad
Campus on Monday

Hain Solidarity March organised at the Delhi University North

x
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risk of crime. A district-wise
vulnerability map shall be
prepared and shared across
adjoining police stations to
ensure that information on
recurring patterns of crime
and habitual offenders is
not confined to individual
police-station jurisdictions,”
the Bench of Justices |B
Pardiwala and K Vinod

Chandran said.

The SC directed that
appropriate patrolling and
security arrangements shall
be deployed at all identified
public parks and vulnerable
areas at all times, particular-
ly during evening and early
morning hours.

A designated officer shall
be responsible for each such

location, and the authori-
ties shall prescribe a mech-
anism for periodic inspec-
tion, the SC said.

“An immediate lighting
and CCTV audit shall be
carried out across all public
parks and vulnerable zones
to eliminate blind spots.
Non-functional CCTV
cameras and lighting infra-

O courts and sexual-offender databases

structure shall be repaired or
restored in an expeditious
manner. Additional lights
and CCTVs to be installed
wherever inadequacy is
sensed or reported by citi-
zens.

A similar audit shall be
undertaken in respect of
Metro stations, bus stops,
bus terminals, railway sta-
tions and other major
public-transport facilities,
particularly those falling

within or adjoining
identified vulnerable zones,”
it said.

The Bench directed con-
cerned authorities to utilise
the existing citizen griev-
ance-redressal mechanism,
including the CM Jan Sunwai
Portal, as an additional
source of information for
identifying deficiencies in
public-safety infrastructure.

The SC also directed the
registrar general of the Delhi
High Court to submit within
four weeks, comprehensive
information regarding the
present status and function-
ing of the fast track special
courts and exclusive POCSO
courts in Delhi.
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SENSEX SINKS, NIFTY
BELOW 22,800

Indian equities suffered their
sharpest fall in months on Monday
as surging crude prices, renewed
geopolitical uncertainty and weak
global cues triggered selling. The
Sensex plunged 1,124.02 points,
or 1.52 per cent, to 72,771.72, its
lowest close since March 30, while
the Nifty fell 360.25 points, or
1.56 per cent, to 22,780.25. The
Sensex had dropped as much as
1,179 points during the session.
Twenty-nine of its 30 constituents
closed lower, with Larsen &
Toubro, Power Grid, Adani Ports,
HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries among the major losers.
Infosys was the sole gainer. The
broader market also weakened,
with the BSE SmallCap Select and
MidCap Select declining.

FRESH POCSO CASE
AGAINST VEERAMANI

The Special Investigation Team
probing the alleged sexual abuse
of minor girls by granite
industrialist R Veeramani
registered another case under the
POCSO Act on Monday following a
complaint by the mother of a
minor girl, police said. The woman
appeared before the all-women
SIT on September 28 and
submitted her complaint,
following which investigators
registered a fresh case and began
probing the allegations. The SIT
was formed on the direction of
Tamil Nadu Director General of
Police Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal
to conduct a comprehensive
investigation into the case
against Veeramani and others.
Meanwhile, the NCPCR has taken
suo motu cognisance of
allegations involving girls aged
12-16 and said its fact-finding
team would visit Chennai.

CM Yadav pitches Anuppur as
a key driver of MP's millet push

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Bhopal

Anuppur can make a significant contribution
to Madhya Pradesh's goal of becoming a
millet state, Chief Minister Mohan Yadav said
on Monday while interacting virtually with
farmers during the Balram Krishi Mahotsav

organised in Anuppur.

Addressing the event from his residence
under the Krishak Kalyan Varsh-2026, Yadav

said Anuppur was rich in water resources and

thatirrigation facilities were being strength-
ened through the Kevai Lift Irrigation Project.
He said the government aimed to expand the
state's irrigation capacity to 100 lakh hectares
through technology and innovation while
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increasing agricultural production and
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SC to hear UPI fee challenge, seeks
Government, RBI, NPCI replies

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

On Monday, the Supreme
Court refused to grant an
interim stay to pause the
Government’s plan to add
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on UPI payments over
32,000 made to merchants,
starting October 15. The
court agreed to review the
challenge against the MDR
and asked the Government,
the RBI, and the National
Payments Corporation of

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

India (NPCI) to respond
within four weeks.

A Bench of ChiefJustice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and

farmers' income.

The Chief Minister said farmers in the state
would be provided 10 hours of electricity
during the day.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

V Mohana was responding to
advocate Anjan Datta’s
publicinterest petition chal-
lenging the Government’s
notifications dated
September 14 and 15 that
introduced MDR on UPI pay-
ments over %2,000 to
merchants.

The Government will
charge a 0.4 per cent fee on
UPI payments over 32,000
made to merchants from
October 15 ending almost six
years of free UPI payments.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Delhi braces
for winter
smog curbs

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Monday announced a series
of measures ahead of
winter and worsening pol-
lution in the national
Capital. The measures
include staggered office
timings, restrictions on
vehicular and industrial
emissions and curbs on
dust generating construc-
tion and demolition activi-
ties. The measures will be

Anti-smog guns spraying

water near India Gate amid

haze on February 7, 2026
PTI

introduced in phases from
November 1, 2026, with
some restrictions continu-
ing until February 2027.

A complete ban on con-
struction and demolition
activities will also be imposed.

CONTINUED ON >> P4
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SC flags 320,000 crore
in unpaid traffic fines

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday noted that States
and Union Territories have
a massive outstanding
balance 0f%20,000 crore to
recover towards unpaid
traffic e-challans and sug-
gested linking such chal-
lans to electricity bills to
recover the amount.

A Bench of Justices |B
Pardiwala and KV
Viswanathan was informed
that despite issuing a vast
number of traffic challans,
recovery of fines is minimal.
The SCsaid itis not just suf-
ficient to keep issuing e-
challans and that recovery
of fines is important.

“If people are not paying
traffic challans, add it to
their electricity dues bill.
They will have to pay elec-
tricity bills else power line
will be disconnected. Work
it out. In this country, you
have to find a way out,” the
Bench remarked.

The suggestion came after

the SC was apprised that
States and UTs had an out-
standing of around 345,000
crore towards e-challans,
of which approximately
325,000 crore has been
recovered so far.

The court also opined
blacklisting vehicles which
have not paid challans on
the Parivahan portal and
blocking ownership
transfers.

Justice Pardiwala said
authorities need to work at
the ground level and also
suggested random checks of
vehicles to identify those
against which e-challans
remained unpaid.

“Let there be random
checking of vehicles and if
found that e-challan has
not been honoured, neces-
sary steps to be taken to
impound the vehicle itself,”
the bench said.

The SC was hearing a
plea concerning compre-
hensive systemic reforms in
road safety, traffic enforce-
ment, and post-accident
victim care.

SC GIVES ECI
FOUR MONTHS
TO SETTLE TMC
DISPUTE

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
decide within four months
the dispute between the two
rival factions of the All India
Trinamool Congress over the
party name and the flowers-
and-grass election symbol.

Mamata Banerjee addressing
a public rally, at Serampore
Court Maidan, in Hooghly
district on Saturday

PTI

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana asked the rival fac-
tions to complete their plead-
ings before the poll panel
within four weeks and direct-
ed the ECI to decide the issue
within three months after
the parties complete their
pleadings. The SC passed the
order while hearing a plea
filed by former West Bengal
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee against the ECI’s
decision to freeze the TMC’s
name and party symbol.

While hearing the matter
on September 24, the court
had asked the ECI to apprise
it of the time frame within
which it can finally decide the
dispute between the two
rival factions.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Ujjain road widening turns tense
ahead of Simhastha Kumbh 2028

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ujjain

Tension briefly flared in
Ujjain on Monday when
police used tear gas and
mild force to disperse a
crowd that allegedly resort-
ed to stone-pelting while
protesting the removal of a
portion of the Shahi Masjid at
Chhatri Chowk for a road-
widening project ahead of
Simhastha Kumbh 2028.
The road from Kanthal
Crossing to Gopal Mandir is
being widened to 15 metres
to facilitate the movement of
pilgrims expected to visit the
city for Simhastha. The project
involves removing or modify-
ing structures within the pro-
posed road alignment.
CONTINUED ON >> P4
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Barricades placed in front of Shahi Masjid following stone-

pelting incidents and protests against the proposed removal
of a portion of the mosque for a road-widening project in

Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh
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From choppers to Google ads: Inside BJP’s 3529 core poll spending

RAJESH KUMAR M New Delhi

The recently concluded
Assembly polls in West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Assam, and Kerala saw major
political parties spend nearly
%1,006 crore, according to
expenditure statements filed
with the Election Commission
of India (ECI), with the BJP
spending more than half that
amount. The party submitted
its poll expenditure state-
ments to the ECI in August.
The party’s expenditure
details record that the BJP
received receipts of around
1,500 crore between March
and April 2026. The filing shows
the BJP’s opening balance rose
from %6,782.65 crore to
%7,793.88 crore. Of the dona-
tions received, the party spent

¥529.38 crore on the Assembly
elections the recent polls
across five States and a Union
Territory, with more than half
the expenditure (3286.99 crore)
incurred in West Bengal. This
includes3217.16 crore on party
propaganda in the State and
%69.83 crore on candidate-
related expenditure.

The Congress’s total expen-
diture across five states and
a Union Territory, according
to the filings, was 3248.55
crore. The party reported
spending ¥42.08 crore in West
Bengal. This included %12.96
crore on general campaigning
and 29.12 crore on candi-
dates and related expenses. In
Assam, Keralam, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry, the party
spent91.92 crore, 83 crore,
%51.52 crore and %12 crore

Howrah on April 23

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a roadshow ahead of the West Bengal Assembly polls in

PTI

respectively.

The Trinamool Congress,
which split into several fac-
tions post-poll, has yet to file
its expenditure details.

The filing also shows the
scale of the BJP’s campaign-
related spending. The party’s
central headquarters report-
ed %51.50 crore in travel
expenses for star campaign-
ers, while ¥55.76 crore was
spent on media advertise-
ments for party propaganda.
The listed expenses include
aircraft and helicopter travel
involving several senior BJP
leaders. The filing further
shows that Google received
around %24 crore and
Facebook 35 crore from the
BJP during the campaign in
West Bengal.

The BJP’s Kerala expendi-

ture statement records gross
election expenditure 0f%82.67
crore, combining party propa-
ganda (354.93 crore) and can-
didate-related expenditure
(%27.74 crore). Within this, the
State unit reported 341.13
crore on propaganda, includ-
ing 326.01 crore on media
advertisements, Z5.01 crore on
publicity material and %8.30
crore on travel for star cam-
paigners.

While limits cap how much
a candidate can spend on
contesting elections, parties
can spend unlimited amounts
on fighting polls.

TVK spentz19.8 crore for the
2026 Assembly election in
Tamil Nadu. In comparison,
DMK reported poll expendi-
ture of %197.8 crore and
AIADMKR112.4 crore.
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Jabalpur to be developed on the
lines of Bhopal and Indore: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
I Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment is committed to the
comprehensive development
of the Mahakaushal region,
including Jabalpur, and will
create new opportunities in
industry, trade, tourism and
infrastructure, Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav said while
interacting with representa-
tives of the Mahakaushal
Chamber of Commerce and
Jabalpur Traders Association.

Yadav said ]abalpur had
significant potential for indus-
trial and commercial growth
and announced that the city
would be developed as a
metropolitan city, following
the ongoing development of
Bhopal and Indore as metro-
politan centres. He also
sought suggestions from
traders and entrepreneurs
for the city’s future master
plan, saying relevant propos-
als would be considered in its
draft.

The Chief Minister said a
special seminar with industri-
al representatives would
soon be organised in Jabalpur
ahead of the Global Investors
Summit-2027. He said the
government wanted the
region to benefit fully from
the summit and was working
to create opportunities in
emerging sectors.

Yadav said Jabalpur should
be provided opportunities
in the IT and mining sectors
on the lines of the Telecom
Manufacturing Zone being
developed in Gwalior. He
also announced plans to
connect Indore, Bhopal and
Jabalpur through a special
greenfield industrial corri-
dor to accelerate industrial

activity in the state.

Representatives from the
business community high-
lighted investment opportu-
nities in semiconductors,
medical education, mining,
logistics, hotels, tourism,
automobiles, infrastructure,
education and sports, includ-
ing the development of an
international stadium.

The Chief Minister agreed
with the proposal to develop
a logistics hub in
Mahakaushal and said Katni
could be considered for the
facility given its mining
potential. He said such a hub
could support commercial
activity and benefit industries
across the region.

Yadav also highlighted the
tourism potential of
Mahakaushal, particularly
Kanha National Park, and
said facilities for tourists
would be strengthened. A
modern zoo and rescue
centre is also being devel-
oped in Jabalpur, which he

said would provide another
attraction for visitors.

He said around 25 new
policies were being imple-
mented to provide facilities to
entrepreneurs and assured
that the government would
support local businesses in
turning their expansion plans
into viable projects. He also
highlighted the potential of
Jabalpur in defence produc-
tion, iron production, mining,
dairy and education.

Public Works Minister
Rakesh Singh said Jabalpur
and Mahakaushal had wit-
nessed several development
initiatives under the present
government. He said Rs 87
crore had been allocated for
the comprehensive develop-
ment of Bhedaghat and that
urban infrastructure
remained a priority.

Industrialist Ravi Gupta
stressed the need to acceler-
ate industrial developmentin
Jabalpur and said the city had
adequate land availability

for setting up industries
across sectors.

Business representatives
also suggested measures to
promote the hotel industry,
relax certain RERA provisions,
accord industry status to
ready-mix concrete material,
develop forest-product pro-
cessing, expand tourism facil-
ities and strengthen the road
network.

Senior officials from the
Chief Minister’s Office,
Department of Industrial
Policy and Investment
Promotion and MPIDC attend-
ed the meeting.

The government will also
focus on strengthening
Jabalpur’s connectivity, logis-
tics and tourism infrastruc-
ture to support its expanding
economic base. The pro-
posed industrial and urban
initiatives are aimed at creat-
ing more opportunities for
investment, employmentand
entrepreneurship across the
Mahakaushal region.

Kulaste dismisses
dengue fears

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Mandla

BJP Mandla MP Faggan Singh
Kulaste was discharged from
Delhi’s AIIMS on Monday,
seven days after being admit-
ted for dengue, and returned
to Mandla. Speaking after
his return, Kulaste said his
health was now good and
urged people not to panic
over dengue.

Kulaste said he had trav-
elled from Mandla to Delhi on
September 18 after his health
deteriorated. Medical exam-
inations at AIIMS confirmed
that he had dengue, follow-
ing which he underwent
treatment. He said he had
recovered and was now back
in Mandla.

“Dengue does not mean
that a person will die. I am
standing before you,” Kulaste
said, adding that there was
no need for people to be
afraid of the disease. He
advised dengue patients to
eat adequately, drink plenty
of water and take sufficient
rest during recovery.

Responding to remarks
made by Niwas MLA Chain
Singh Warkade about his
treatment in Delhi, Kulaste
said, “What can I do if the
MLA says something? Will |
die because he says so? am
healthy and there is no need
to worry.”

Warkade had raised ques-
tions about Mandla’s health-
care facilities during a
Congress membership drive
at Barbaspur village in
Anjaniya on September 21.
Referring to Kulaste’s long
tenure as an MP and his
experience as a Union min-
ister, including health minis-
ter, Warkade questioned
why he had to travel to Delhi
for treatment and whether
adequate hospitals were
available in Mandla.

Police use water cannons to disperse Congress'prty workers during a protest against the Election Commission’s SIR eercise,
demanding the resignation and arrest of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, in Bhopal on Monday.

HC clears online access to Bhagirathpura report

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Indore

The Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court
on Monday directed that
the report of the commis-
sion headed by retired
Justice Sushil Gupta, which
investigated the deaths
linked to contaminated
water in Bhagirathpura, be
uploaded online.

The order came during
the hearing of public inter-
est litigations filed in con-
nection with the deaths of
36 people in Bhagirathpura.
The court considered an
application moved on
behalf of lawyers represent-
ing the petitioners seeking
access to the investigation
report and its publication.

The nearly 600-page
report was submitted
before the High Court in
August after the inquiry
commission, constituted by

the court in January, com-
pleted its investigation. The
report had subsequently
remained confidential fol-
lowing a request that it not
be made public.

The petitioners had
sought that the report be
made available publicly and
that copies be provided to
the parties concerned. The
court had earlier permit-
ted lawyers representing
the petitioners to inspect
the report before the regis-
trar and take notes of its
contents, while keeping its
wider publication on hold.

With Monday’s direction,
the report can now be
uploaded on the High Court
website, allowing lawyers
connected with the case to
access and study its findings.
The report is expected to be
scanned and made avail-
able on the website within
the next one or two days.

An intervenor petition

seeking publication of the
report and access to its copy
has been filed through advo-
cates Manish Yadav and
Ritesh Inani. A total of seven
PILs have been filed in con-
nection with the
Bhagirathpura case.

The commission was con-
stituted by the High Court to
examine the circumstances
surrounding the
Bhagirathpura incident and
submit its findings.

With the report now set
to become accessible
online, the lawyers involved
in the PILs will be able to
examine the commission’s
observations in detail and
use the findings during
further proceedings before
the court. The move is also
expected to provide greater
clarity on the issues exam-
ined by the commission as
the High Court continues to
hear the petitions related to
the incident.
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Local transporters stag'e aroad blockade protest during thir strike against the alleged harassment of traﬁ pohce |mp03| ion of heavy penaltles |n the name of poIIutmn

and other issues, at Chunabhatti in Bhopal on Monday.
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Service should become a_IlfeIong commltment Tetwal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Rajgarh

Minister of State Gautam
Tetwal welcomed the service
yatra being taken from
Varanasi to Vadnagar as part
of the Seva Sankalp Abhiyan
marking 25 years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
public life. He also joined cit-
izens in travelling with the
yatra from Pachore to
Sarangpur in the assembly
constituency.

The yatra, which began in
Varanasi and is headed
towards Vadnagar, involves
participation from different
groups. Its objective is to
carry water from sacred
rivers for Jalabhishek at the
Kashi Vishwanath Dham in
Varanasi and Hatkeshwar
Mahadev in Vadnagar. Along
with religious faith, the yatra
seeks to convey messages of
service, environmental pro-
tection, social participation
and service to the nation.
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Tetwal said the 25 years of
Modi’s public life represent
years of service, dedication
and continuous commit-
ment to the nation. He said
service should not be limited
to a particular occasion or
campaign, but should
become a sustained respon-
sibility towards society and
the nation. He called for
greater public participation
in helping those in need, pro-
tecting the environment,
empowering women and

connecting young people
with skills and employment
opportunities.

At a programme held in
Udankhedi, service trav-
ellers shared their experi-
ences of the Varanasi-
Vadnagar journey and were
felicitated. A tree planta-
tion programme was also
held at the Shiva temple
premises. Tetwal said com-
bining religious faith with
environmental protection
was an important need of

the time and urged people
not only to plant trees but
also to take responsibility
for their care.

The minister also interact-
ed with women associated
with self-help groups and
Lakhpati Didis, seeking infor-
mation about their self-
employment activities,
group-based initiatives and
economic work. The women
shared their experiences of
becoming financially self-
reliant through these ini-
tiatives.

Tetwal said women'’s
empowerment was aimed
not only at making women
economically independent
but also at strengthening
their participation in deci-
sion-making within families
and society. He said rural
women were increasingly
taking up self-employment
through self-help groups,
while the success of
Lakhpati Didis was inspiring
others.

Police launch combing drive,
arrest 82 warrant holders

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Guna

Guna police conducted a
district-wide combing oper-
ation late Monday night,
simultaneously checking
criminal elements across
all police station areas. The
drive targeted habitual
offenders, history-sheeters,
externed criminals, wanted
offenders and absconding
accused.

During the operation,
police arrested 82 people
who had been evading
arrest for a long time. The
arrests included 43 perma-
nent warrant holders and
39 arrest warrant holders.

Before the operation,
sub-divisional police offi-
cers and station in-charges
briefed the teams and
issued necessary instruc-
tions. Police personnel
were then deployed to des-
ignated areas, where they
conducted checks and
searches until late at night.

In Guna Kotwali, police
arrested three permanent
and four arrest warrant
holders. Cantt police caught
12 permanent and seven
arrest warrant holders,
while Bajranggarh police

arrested one permanent
and seven arrest warrant
holders. Myana police
arrested three permanent
and one arrest warrant

holder.
In Bamori, two perma-
nent and one arrest

warrant holder were arrest-
ed. Fatehgarh police caught
five permanent and one
arrest warrant holder, while
Sirsi police arrested three
arrest warrant holders.

Raghogarh police arrest-
ed three permanent and
four arrest warrant holders,
while Aron police caught
two permanent and one
arrest warrant holder.
Vijaypur recorded two per-
manent and three arrest
warrant arrests, while
Dharanawada police arrest-
ed two arrest warrant
holders.

In Chachoda, police
arrested three permanent
warrant holders, while
Kumbhraj police caught
three permanent warrant
holders. Madhusudangarh
police arrested two per-
manent and three arrest
warrant holders, while
Jamner police caught two
permanent and two arrest
warrant holders.

Youth's body
found after 3 days

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Narsinghpur

The body of a 22-year-old
man who drowned in the
Shakkar River during
Ganesh idol immersion
was recovered three days
later. The deceased was
identified as Shivam Jatav,
a resident of Baranj village.
His body was found near
Kajrota Ghat.

Three youths had
entered the river three
days ago to immerse the
Ganesh idol. While two of
them managed to return
safely, Shivam was swept
into deeper water and
went missing. An SDRF
team conducted a search
operation in the river for
two days.

On the third day, people
who had gone to cut
fodder near the Kajrota
Ghat spotted a body in the
river and immediately
informed the police and
administration.
Dongargaon police and the
SDRF team reached the
spot and recovered the
body there.

Police prepared a panch-
nama and registered a case
of unnatural death. Further
investigation is underway.

SIR row: Congress workers
clash with police officials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

The Congress staged a
protest in Bhopal on Monday
against the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, with Pradesh Congress
Committee president Jitu
Patwari leading party
workers towards the Chief
Electoral Officer’s office.

The protesters attempted
to surround the CEO office,
prompting police to deploy
barricades. Tension escalat-
ed when some Congress
workers tried to climb the
barricades, leading to a
scuffle between the protest-
ers and police. Police used
water cannons to disperse
the crowd and later detained
several protesters in buses.

Congress leaders alleged
that the SIR exercise could
result in the deletion of
names of a large number of
eligible voters from electoral
rolls. They questioned the
Election Commission’s role
and demanded greater trans-
parency in the revision
process. Party leaders also
raised the demand for con-
ducting elections through
ballot papers instead of
EVMs.

During the protest, one
worker wore a mask depict-
ing Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and chained himself.
Patwari and Congress leader
Umang Singhar were seen
holding the chain. Protesters
raised slogans including
“Vote chor, gaddi chhod”.

Congress leaders cited a
report published by The
Indian Express regarding
objections allegedly raised by
Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi over certain deci-
sions related to electoral rolls
and the SIR exercise during
the previous 10 months. The
Election Commission subse-
quently said its decisions
were taken unanimously.

Former chief minister
Digvijaya Singh alleged that
the Election Commission was
functioning like an organisa-
tion of the BJP and claimed
that around 13 crore voters
could be removed through
SIR. Other Congress leaders,
including Harish Chaudhary,
Sajjan Singh Verma, Ajay
Singh Rahul and Kantilal
Bhuria, also raised allega-
tions regarding voter-list revi-
sions and EVM-based elec-
tions.

Teen dies after
pesticide intake

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Shivpuri

A17-year-old girl died during
treatment after allegedly con-
suming pesticide tablets at
Kutwara village in Shivpuri
district on Sunday. The
deceased was identified as
Ragni Lodhi, daughter of Vijay
Singh Lodhi and a resident of
Kutwara.

According to the informa-
tion, Ragni consumed the
tablets at her home on
Sunday. Her family members
immediately took her to
Shivpuri Medical College after
her condition deteriorated.
Despite treatment, she died
at the hospital.

The Medical College police
outpost was informed about
the incident on Monday.
Police registered a case of
unnatural death and sent
the body for post-mortem
examination.

Police are investigating the
circumstances surrounding
the death and questioning
family members and people
in the locality. The reason
behind the teenager’s deci-
sion to consume the tablets
has not been established so
far, at present. Police said the
cause will become clear after

the investigation.

5,969 power camps resolve
2.66 lakh complaints in MP

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
I Bhopal

The “Sampark Abhiyan 2026”
launched by Madhya Kshetra
Vidyut Vitaran Company to
provide faster solutions to
electricity consumers near
their homes has received a
significant response. Since its
launch on May 14, the cam-
paign has organised 5,969
special camps across 16 dis-
tricts in the Bhopal and
Gwalior regions, resolving
2,66,294 consumer com-
plaints on the spot.

The campaign is being
conducted to support the
objectives of the Chief
Minister Jan Vishwas
Abhiyan and promote trans-
parency, accessibility and
consumer satisfaction in
electricity services.

In the Bhopal region, 440
camps in Bhopal city
resolved 26,656 complaints,
while 529 camps in Betul
(O&M) addressed 35,180
complaints. Bhopal (O&M)
recorded 11,934 resolutions
through 303 camps, while
160 camps in Harda resolved
20,350 complaints.
Narmadapuram reported
30,659 resolutions through
400 camps, followed by

Raisen with 18,755 com-
plaints resolved through 301
camps.

Rajgarh recorded 6,538
resolutions through 433
camps, Sehore 8,921 through
384 camps and Vidisha 13,419
through 255 camps.

In the Gwalior region, 353
camps in Gwalior city
resolved 8,598 complaints.
Ashoknagar addressed
19,524 complaints through
176 camps, while Bhind
(O&M) resolved 6,770
through 337 camps. Datia
(O&M) recorded 8,879 reso-
lutions through 208 camps
and Guna 10,671 through
304 camps.

Morena resolved 19,813
complaints through 467
camps, while Shivpuri
addressed 8,713 through 399
camps. Other districts includ-
ed Gwalior (O&M), Sheopur
and Datia.

The camps addressed
faulty bills, meter-reading
issues, load enhancement,
name and category changes,
temporary and permanent
connections, e-KYC, NOCs,
defective meters, smart-
meter complaints, service-
cable issues, voltage prob-
lems and transformer-
related complaints.
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Four more MP heritage sites enter UNESCO Tentative List

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh has added
another milestone to its efforts
to secure global recognition
for its rich historical and cul-
tural heritage, with four more
heritage sites being included
in UNESCO’s Tentative List.
The newly included sites are
the Bagh Caves murals in
Dhar, Ginnaurgarh Fort in
Sehore, the Bateshwar-
Padavali-Kakramath temple
complex in Morena and the
Udayagiri Caves in Vidisha.

With these additions, 19 of
India’s 78 properties on the
Tentative List are now located
in Madhya Pradesh, underlin-
ing the state’s extensive
archaeological, historical and
cultural heritage.

Tourism Secretary and
Madhya Pradesh Tourism
Board Managing Director Dr
llaiyaraaja T said the inclusion

of the four sites was an impor-
tantrecognition of the state’s
cultural and archaeological
wealth. He said the develop-
ment would provide greater
international visibility to
Madhya Pradesh’s tourism
and enable visitors from
across the world to explore its
distinctive history and culture.

The Bagh Caves, located
along the Bagh River near the
Vindhya hills in Dhar district,
comprise nine Buddhist rock-
cut caves dating mainly from
the fourth to sixth centuries.
Their surviving murals, partic-
ularly those in Cave 4, depict
court scenes, processions,
musicians, dancers and
aspects of contemporary
social life. The paintings are
associated with the wider
Buddhist mural tradition seen
at Ajanta while retaining a dis-
tinct regional artistic charac-
ter.

Ginnaurgarh Fort, located

on a hill within the Ratapani
landscape near Bhopal, repre-
sents an important example
of a Gond fortified capital. Its
natural defences are com-
plemented by fortifications,
royal structures, reservoirs, 65
stepwells and four lakes,
reflecting aspects of Gond
political organisation, mili-
tary planning, architecture
and indigenous water man-
agement.

The Bateshwar-Padavali-
Kakramath temple complex
in Morena represents the
regional development of early
medieval Nagara temple
architecture in the Chambal
region. Dating mainly from
the eighth to 11th centuries,
the complex includes more
than 200 temples at
Bateshwar, richly carved
architectural elements at
Padavali and the monumen-
tal Kakramath temple.

The Udayagiri Caves near

Vidisha comprise 20 rock-cut
caves associated with the
Gupta period. The site com-
bines temples, monumental
sculptures, inscriptions, path-
ways and natural landscape.
Its celebrated Varaha reliefis
regarded as a significant rep-
resentation of Vaishnavism,
kingship and cosmic order.

The Tourism Board pro-
posed the four properties
under India’s World Heritage
programme, following which
the Archaeological Survey of
India, the nodal agency for
World Heritage matters,
advanced the national-level
process. Inclusion in the
Tentative Listis an important
preliminary stage in the
process of consideration for
the UNESCO World Heritage
List.

Madhya Pradesh already
has 15 other properties on the
Tentative List, including
Gwalior Fort, Bhojpur’s

Bhojeshwar Mahadev Temple,
the Burhanpur water-man-
agement system, the
Chambal Valley rock art sites,
the Gond monuments of
Ramnagar, Dhamnarand the
historic group of Orchha.

The state’s heritage profile
also extends to intangible
traditions, including Narmada
Parikrama, Bhagoria dance,
Gond painting, Maihar Band,
the Agaria community’s tradi-
tional iron-smelting tech-
niques and distinctive Nimar
cuisine, reflecting the diversi-
ty of its living cultural tradi-
tions.

The inclusion is expected to
strengthen conservation
efforts and improve the inter-
national visibility of these
heritage destinations. It could
also support the develop-
ment of tourism infrastruc-
ture and generate new
opportunities for local com-
munities.

Teachers under the banner of the Adhyapak Shikshak Sanyukt Morcha during an indefinite protest to oppose the mandatory

Teacher Eligibility Test (TET), at Neelam Park in Bhopal on Monday.
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Deputy CM Rajendra Shukla addresses d
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uring the award ceremony of a painting competition organised under Seva Sankalp

Abhiyan in Rewa, Madhya Pradesh on Monday.
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BJP youth leader dies after touching live pole

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

BJP Yuva Morcha district
general secretary Divyarishi
Tiwari died after suffering
an electric shock from a
roadside pole in the MP
Nagar area on Sunday night.
The incident took place
around 9 pm when Tiwari
had gone shopping.

According to eyewitness
head constable Jagdish
Dangi, Tiwari was trying to
cross the road by climbing
onto the divider.

He held a roadside elec-
tric pole with one hand for
support and reached
towards a wall with the
other hand. The pole was
apparently live, causing a
powerful electric shock.

A woman was also report-
edly affected by the current

during the incident. People
and police personnel
present at the spot immedi-
ately intervened. Tiwari col-
lapsed after receiving the
shock, following which
traffic police personnel
began rescue efforts and
administered CPR.

He was subsequently
taken to AIIMS Bhopal,
where doctors declared him
dead after examination.

The street-light pole had
reportedly been installed
during construction work
for the metro project and is
maintained by the munici-
pal corporation. Officials
also found that a wire near
the pole was exposed.
Police are investigating how
the pole became electrical-
ly charged and why the
exposed wire had not been
repaired.

MP Nagar police reached
the spot after receiving
information and registered
a case of unnatural death.
The condition of the pole,
electrical connection and
ongoing construction work
are being examined.

MP Nagar police station
in-charge Jaihind Sharma
said preliminary inquiry
revealed that more than
seven people had suffered
electric shocks at the same
road-cut point over the past
three to four days.
Complaints had also report-
edly been made about the
problem, but corrective
action had not been taken.

Following the incident,
police barricaded the road-
cut point and stopped
movement through the
affected stretch as a precau-
tionary measure.

Bhopal karate player Haider
Rizvi wins bronze in Indore

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Young karate player Haider
Rizvi from Bhopal has won a
bronze medal in the All India
Karate Championship held in
Indore. He secured the medal
in the Karate Kata category
after delivering an impressive
performance.

Haider’s achievement has
brought pride and joy to his
family, coach and fellow
players. He is undergoing
training under coach Mateen
Khan at the M.K. Academy of
Martial Arts & Self Defence
Centre in Bhopal.

Haider has previously won
medals at district and state-
level competitions. His latest
achievement has further
strengthened his ambition

to represent Bhopal and the
country at national and inter-
national karate competitions.

His family and coach con-
gratulated him on the
achievement and expressed
confidence in his future
prospects.

Fresh face-off sparks tension at Holkar college

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Indore

Tension resurfaced at Holkar
Science College on Monday
after workers associated
with the Karni Sena and
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) confronted
each other on the college
campus.

The two groups raised
slogans against each other,
prompting the police to rush
additional personnel to the
campus. Police separated
the groups and took steps to
prevent the situation from
escalating. Security has been
strengthened on the
campus as a precaution.

The latest confrontation

comes days after a dispute
during a Ganpati immer-
sion procession at the
college. The earlier incident
reportedly began with an
argument between two
groups and later turned
violent in the parking area,
where students were
allegedly attacked with belts
and sticks.

The dispute subsequently
spread to the computer lab-
oratory. Some BSc and MSc
students were reportedly
injured in the incident.

Following the earlier
clash, the college adminis-
tration convened a discipli-
nary committee meeting
and suspended some stu-
dents. The suspended stu-

dents have also been barred
from entering the college
campus during the suspen-
sion period.

On Monday, the two
groups again came face-to-
face, triggering fresh
tension on the premises.
Police intervened and
brought the situation under
control. Additional security
personnel remain deployed
at the college, while the
administration and police
are examining the develop-
ments and further action in
the matter. The police are
also reviewing the circum-
stances that led to the fresh
confrontation to prevent
any further escalation on
the campus.

Polling for panchayat seats today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh government has declared September
29,2026, a public holiday in areas going to polls for the 2026
urban local body and three-tier panchayat by-elections, in
accordance with the schedule announced by the State

Election Commission.

Polling for the panchayat by-elections will be held on
Tuesday from 7 am to 3 pm. Counting for the post of Panch
will be conducted immediately after polling at the respec-

tive polling stations.

Counting of votes for Sarpanch, Janpad Panchayat
member and Zila Panchayat member posts through EVMs
will be held at block headquarters from 8 am on October
3.The results for Sarpanch and Janpad Panchayat member
posts will also be declared on the same day.

Results for Zila Panchayat member and Panch posts will
be declared from 10.30 am on October 5.

Under the panchayat by-elections, polling will be held
for seven Zila Panchayat member posts, 28 Janpad
Panchayat member posts, 110 Sarpanch posts and 4,090

Panch posts.

EOW catches sarpanch, husband in bribe trap

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
I Mandsaur

The Ujjain unit of the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) on Monday caught
Daloda gram panchayat
sarpanch Durga Kaithwas and
her husband and sarpanch
representative Anil Kaithwas
while allegedly accepting a Rs
3,500 bribe at the panchayat
office in Mandsaur district.
According to EOW Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Ramniwas Yadav, the action
followed a complaint by
Vikram Singh, a resident of
Muvala in Sitamau tehsil.
Singh had sought a panchay-
at certificate permitting con-
struction according to an

approved building map so
that he could obtain a bank
loan.

The complainant alleged
that the sarpanch, through
her husband, had demanded
Rs 5,000 for issuing the certifi-
cate. Following directions
from EOW Ujjain
Superintendent of Police
Samar Verma, officials verified
the complaint.

During verification, the
alleged bribe was negotiated
to Rs 4,000. The complainant
had already paid Rs 500 as an
advance to the sarpanch’s
husband, while the remaining
Rs 3,500 was to be paid on
September 28.

After confirming the com-
plaint, the EOW laid a trap at

the Daloda gram panchayat
office. The team allegedly
caught the sarpanch and her
husband while accepting the
remaining Rs 3,500 from
Singh.

The operation was con-
ducted by DSP Ramniwas
Yadav, inspectors Reema
Yadav and Arjun Malviya, Sub-
Inspector Ashok Rao and
other EOW personnel.

The agency said further
legal action and proceedings
at the spot were underway.

The EOW said the trap
was laid after verification of
the complaint, and the
alleged bribe amount was
recovered during the opera-
tion at the Daloda gram pan-
chayat office.

Dispute over Chhimka land record

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Gohad

Residents and families occupying land in Mouza Chhimka
have approached revenue authorities seeking a review of
the status of land recorded under survey number 821. A
written application addressed to the Gohad SDM seeks an
inquiry into the revenue records, residential land allotments
issued in the past and the houses built on the site.

The application states that the land, measuring 0.21.75
hectares, is located in Mouza Chhimka, Gohad tehsil.
According to the applicants, residential leases were earlier
issued to people under a government housing scheme. The
beneficiaries subsequently constructed houses on the land
and have been living there for several years.

The applicants have claimed that some families have been
in possession of the land since 1995 and have been using
it for residential and agricultural purposes. They said rep-
resentations had earlier been submitted before the tehsil
court and revenue authorities, but the issue remains

unresolved.

The application also raises the issue of demarcation in
the revenue map. The applicants alleged that despite
requests to officials, the required subdivision and demar-
cation have not been recorded in the map, creating a dis-
crepancy between the ground situation and revenue

records.

HC relief for lawyer in Bhopal assault case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jabalpur

The Jabalpur High Court
has granted interim relief
to lawyer Rakesh Rawal in
connection with a case
registered against him
following an alleged
assault at Jahangirabad
police station. A bench
headed by Justice
Himanshu Joshi on
Monday stayed further
proceedings on the FIR
against Rawal and direct-
ed police not to arrest
him.

The court also ordered
authorities to preserve
seven hours of CCTV
footage to establish what
happened during the inci-
dent. The footage is
expected to be examined
as part of the proceed-

ings.

The dispute reportedly
began near Khatlapura
Temple on September 22
over police barricading.
Rawal alleged that police
personnel stopped him,
took him to the police
station and assaulted
him. He claimed that the
dispute started after he
asked about an alterna-
tive route to Bairagarh
because the road near
Control Room Tiraha was

blocked.
Police, however,
alleged that Rawal

obstructed government
work and misbehaved
with Traffic ACP Ajay
Bajpai. According to the
police version, Rawal
allegedly used abusive
language against the
officer despite being

asked to stop.

Following Rawal’s com-
plaint, an FIR was regis-
tered against the then
Jahangirabad station in-
charge Rajan Singh
Ahirwar and two other
policemen. A cross-FIR
was registered against
Rawal on a complaint by
constable Hari Om Verma,
accusing him of obstruct-
ing government work,
misbehaviour and
assault.

The incident triggered
protests by members of
the legal fraternity, who
surrounded the
Jahangirabad police
station and demanded
action against the police-
men. Subsequently, DCP
Zone-1 suspended
Ahirwar and two other
personnel.

MP Transco commissions
200 MVA transformer

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jabalpur

Madhya Pradesh Power
Transmission Company (MP
Transco) has strengthened
the state’s power transmis-
sion network by upgrading
the capacity of its 220 kv
substation at Ratlam. A new-
generation 220/132 kV, 200
MVA power transformer has
been installed and successful-
ly energised, replacing a 160
MVA transformer that had
been operational since 1988.

Energy Minister
Pradyuman Singh Tomar con-
gratulated MP Transco per-
sonnel on the commissioning
and said Ratlam district has
received a transformer of
this capacity for the first time.
He said the upgrade would

strengthen the regional trans-
mission network and help
ensure quality and uninter-
rupted power supply to
farmers and other consumers
during the upcoming Rabi
season.

MP Transco Superintending
Engineer YR Mandlekar said
the newly energised trans-
former is the 19th 200 MVA
power transformer in
Madhya Pradesh and the fifth
such transformer in the
Malwa region.

With the commissioning of
the new transformer, the
total transformation capaci-
ty of the Ratlam 220 kV sub-
station has increased to 520
MVA. The upgraded facility is
expected to improve power
availability across the Malwa
region.

Speeding car kills

college student

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

A19-year-old college student,
Saima Shahid, died after
being hit by a speeding Tata
Nexon near Holy Family
School on September 26.
Saima was walking with her
friends when the car hit her.
She was rushed to hospital
but died during treatment.
Hailing from Vaishali, Bihar,
Saima was a first-year student
at Maulana Azad College and
lived in Bhopal for her studies.
Her family reached the city on
Monday, after which police
conducted the post-
mortem.Her uncle
Mohammad Arif alleged that
the college had no hostel
facility for female students
and Saima had been advised
to stay in a rented room.

Neemuch plans cheetah, water and heritage tourism push

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Neemuch

A district tourism conclave
was held at the Collectorate
under the chairmanship of
Collector Himanshu
Chandra as part of the Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan-2026, with
officials and tourism stake-
holders discussing a com-
prehensive plan to tap
Neemuch’s natural, histor-
ical and cultural heritage
and create new employ-
ment opportunities for local
communities.

A key focus of the meeting
was linking the district’s
Cheetah Project with
tourism. Officials were
directed to explore the
development of homestays
around the project to
provide accommodation to
visitors. The CEO of Manasa
Janpad Panchayat was

asked to study the feasibil-
ity of establishing homes-
tays along the Rampur-Basi
stretch. A proposal was also
sought for organising edu-
cational tours based on the
Cheetah Project for stu-
dents.

The tourism potential of
the Ring Water area in
Rampura was discussed in
detail, with emphasis on
developing it as a water
and adventure tourism des-
tination. Proposed activi-
ties included motor boating,
water sports, designated
water routes, sunrise and
sunset points, ziplining, rock
climbing, cycling tours and
camping.

The conclave also dis-
cussed the development of
tourist infrastructure, includ-
ing motels, restaurants,
travel agencies, reception
and booking centres, swim-

ming pools and homestays.
Officials stressed the need to
ensure participation of local
residents in these facilities
so that tourism generates
economic opportunities
within the district.

Collector Chandra direct-
ed officials to prepare pro-
posals for installing direc-
tion boards and signage
along major roads to make
tourist destinations easier to
access. He emphasised coor-
dinated efforts by different
departments to improve
tourism infrastructure and
visitor facilities.

The meeting also explored
the possibility of linking
Tarapur’s traditional sari-
printing craft in Jawad block
with tourism. Participants
discussed promoting local
arts, crafts and products as
part of the tourism experi-
ence, with the objective of

giving traditional skills
wider recognition and creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties, particularly in rural
areas.

Historical and heritage
tourism also featured promi-
nently in the discussions.
Officials considered identi-
fying and developing sites
associated with the 1857
uprising, conserving histor-
ical forts and stepwells and
developing them as tourist
attractions.

Historian Dr Surendra
Saktawat stressed the need
for a museum in Neemuch
and highlighted the impor-
tance of preserving the dis-
trict’s historical heritage,
including its association
with the birthplace of noted
historian and archaeologist
Wakankar.

The conclave further dis-
cussed opportunities for

eco-tourism, local cultural
hubs, Malwa cuisine, local
food products and handi-
crafts. The establishment of
environmental awareness
centres, organisation of
environmental education
workshops and the possibil-
ity of introducing jungle
safaris in the district were
also considered.

Collector Chandra direct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments to work in coordina-
tion, prepare concrete pro-
posals and make focused
efforts to expand tourism
infrastructure and facilities
across Neemuch.

Chief Executive Officer of
Zila Panchayat Aman
Vaishnav, Manasa SDM
Mayuri Jock, PO-DUDA and
Deputy Collector Chandra
Singh Dharve, and other offi-
cials and stakeholders
attended the conclave.

Bollywood actor Govinda visits Mahakaleshwar Temple in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh on Monday.

Pioneer photo
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Telangana CM objects

People perform rituals at Assi Ghat on the second day of Pitra Paksh

a,
PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Launching a blistering attack
on the BJP-led Central
Government, Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
drew a parallel between the
pre-independence era and
current times, urging the
nation to unite and chant “SIR
Go Back”, much like the his-
toric “Simon Go Back” move-
ment against the Britishers.

Speaking on Monday as
the chief guest at The
Conclave 2026, organised by
the Pratidin Media Network,
Assam, in New Delhi, the
Chief Minister accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of

to SI mass deletions

weaponising the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
strip the poor of their voting
rights. “While the Congress
party stands firmly with the
underprivileged, the BJP
aligns itself exclusively with
the wealthy,” Reddy asserted.

The Chief Minister levelled
serious allegations regard-
ing the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process, claim-
ing itis a calculated political
exercise targeting the 2029
general elections.

Reddy alleged that 13 crore
votes have already been
deleted across the country,
with active efforts
underway to purge another
7 crore votes.

LPU violence sparks political
row in Punjab over safety

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chandigarh

The violence in Phagwara’s
Lovely Professional
University following allega-
tions of a woman student
being raped on campus
snowballed into a full-scale
political controversy on
Monday with Opposition
parties lashing out at
Punjab’s ruling AAP over law
and order and blaming the
police for laxity.

The BJP also alleged that
the violence was linked to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s rally scheduled in
Jalandhar on September 3,
and accused the Bhagwant
Mann Government of
sending miscreants to
the university.

Shah will address the rally
to mark the culmination of

¥ e

Lovely Professional Universitystudents carrying their luggage prepare to
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leave for their hometowns outside the university campus in Phagwara  pTI

the BJP’s ‘Nasha Mukt Punjab
Yatra’. LPU students alleged-
ly went on a rampage on the
campus late Saturday, van-
dalising property and block-
ing a stretch of the New
Delhi-Amritsar highway
outside their campus over
claims that a plumber had

raped a female student on
the university premises.
Another wave of violence
erupted on Sunday evening
after the protesting students
allegedly pelted police per-
sonnel with stones and
attacked their vehicles,
leaving several cops injured

on Sunday, officials said.

The situation remained
peaceful on the LPU campus
on Monday.

BJP leader and former
Union minister Ravneet
Singh Bittu alleged that the
AAP was “rattled” by the
support for the BJP’s anti-
drugyatras and blamed the
Mann Government for
“allowing riots” in Jalandhar
to disturb Shah’s scheduled
rally. He said the
Government in Punjab is set
to change in a few months
and officials will be held
accountable. Punjab is
scheduled to go to polls
early next year. Bittu claimed
that police adopted a “lax”
approach, allowing miscre-
ants to indulge in arson
and vandalism and leaving
police personnel and
students injured.

West Bengal speaker to
decide fate of TMC rebel

SAUGAR SENGUPTA M Kolkata

The Supreme Court has for
the time being left it on the
Bengal Assembly Speaker,
Rathin Bose, to decide on the
petitions seeking the dis-
qualification of 10 rebel
TMC MLAs.

The Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana left it on the
Speaker to take a decision
by October 10, stating the
three-month deadline fixed
by the Court in the matter
would expire on October 10.

The petition was filed by
pro-Mamata Banerjee MLA
and former minister
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay,
who sought an early deci-
sion on the disqualifica-
tion petitions. Recently the
Election Commission of
India froze the name and
the symbol of the All India
Trinamool Congress for the

time being, bifurcating the
party into two—Mamata Al
India Trinamool Congress
allotting it a football
player as a symbol and the
Democratic Trinamool
Congress allotting it
an envelope.

With the present orders of
the ECI and the Apex Court,
both groups of the TMC
were likely to contest the
coming civic elections in
the state as per the tempo-
rary arrangement made by
the poll panel.

The Trinamool Congress
split up into two parts after
Mamata Banerjee’s party
was defeated by the BJP in
the April-May Assembly elec-
tions this year.

While BJP won 208 seats,
TMC won 80. Out of these,
about 60 MLAs left Mamata
Banerjee and formed a
parallel group led by
present Opposition Leader
Ritabrata Banerjee.
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Crimes against women in Delhi-NCR show
systematic police failure, recalls Nirbhaya: SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday observed that cases of
crimes against girls and
women across Delhi-NCR
underline a systematic failure
of the police and said one
cannot help but draw painful
parallels to the 2012 Nirbhaya
case, calling into question
whether systemic law enforce-
ment mechanisms have made
any meaningful progress in
the decade since then.

The top court also passed a
slew of directions while taking
cognisance of news reports of
crimes against minor girls
and women across Delhi-NCR
while directing the Delhi Police
Commissioner to constitute
dedicated police teams to
conduct animmediate survey
and inspection of vulnerable
pockets. The court also asked
media outlets, journalists and
publishing platforms to prac-
tise responsible, empathetic
and restrained journalism
while reporting sexual

offences. A bench of Justices |B
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran said sensationalist
headlines, graphic or lurid
descriptions of sexual vio-
lence, and insensitive phrase-
ology fail to serve any public
interest and risk causing
severe secondary trauma to
the victims and their families.
The Supreme Court made
these observations while
taking su0 moto cognisance of
the alleged gang rape of a 17-
year-old girl at Aastha Kunj
Park in Delhi, alleged gang
rape and murder of a teenage
girl in the Swaroop Nagar
area of Delhi and alleged
sexual assault of a minor girl

inside a moving sleeper bus.
The law enforcement agen-
cies allegedly failed to inter-
cept while it traversed a dis-
tance of over 47 km from
Greater Noida to Delhi.

The court said these inci-
dents, considered alongside
otherrecentreports of sexual
offences across Delhi-NCR,
starkly underline a systemic
failure on the part of law
enforcement and civil admin-
istrative authorities to guaran-
tee basic public safety.

“The right to live with
dignity, free from the fear of
violence, is an intrinsic facet of
the fundamental guarantee of
life and personal liberty
enshrined under Article 21 of
the Constitution. Public
spaces, including parks, roads,
buses, metro stations,
subways, foot bridges, etc.
cannot be permitted to
become zones of high risk due
to grossly inadequate illumi-
nation, poor surveillance, lax
patrolling, or other pre-
ventable administrative defi-
ciencies,” the bench said.

1,500 pilgrims rescued after
landslide h

*

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Uttarkashi

About 1,500 pilgrims strand-
ed in the Chirbasa area
along the Kedarnath trek
route after a landslide were
successfully evacuated, offi-
cials said on Monday.

Joint teams comprising
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and District Disaster
Response Force (DDRF) suc-
cessfully rescued and
escorted approximately
1,500 pilgrims to
Gaurikund after they were
stranded late at Sunday
night, the SDRF said in a
press statement.

It said that the Sonprayag
police received informa-
tion that several pilgrims
were stranded in the
Chirbasa area — located
about 3 kilometres from
Gaurikund -- due to a land-
slide. Upon receiving the
information, an SDRF team
from Sonprayag, led by Sub-

Members of the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) specialised
high-altitude team trek through forest terrain during a rescue operation
along the Kalindi Trek near the Auden’s Col area in Uttarkashi district pTi

its Kdarnath trek |

Inspector Ashish Dimri,
arrived at the site and found
debris accumulated on the
road near the Chirbasa
helipad due to the land-
slide, officials said.
Additionally, continuous
rockfalls from the hillside
made the movement of pil-
grims extremely hazardous.
Assessing the situation, the

SDRF, NDRF, and DDRF
teams launched a joint
rescue operation, officials
said. The rescue teams
carefully guided the pil-
grims across the landslide
zone; they were safely
escorted to the other side
and sent onward to
Gaurikund, according to
the statement.
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SC steps in on Capital
women'’s safety

The Bench sought a comprehensive status
report on the measures presently undertaken to
ensure adequate safety and security arrange-
ments in public places frequented by women and
children.

The report shall indicate whether such
arrangements remain equally effective during
peak hours, late evening hours and early
morning hours, when public spaces may have
reduced visibility and footfall, it said.

The Bench also sought a report on the manner
in which the National Database on Sexual
Offenders (NDSO) is presently being utilised by
the Delhi Police.

“We would require the authorities to indicate
whether the database is being regularly accessed
for antecedent verification and identification of
repeat or habitual sexual offenders...,” the
bench said, while also seeking a report on the
manner in which the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) is utilising the Investigation Tracking
System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO).

“The authorities shall place on record the
manner in which ITSSO is being utilised in Delhi,
including the mechanism for monitoring inves-
tigations which are required to be completed
within the statutory period, the officers respon-
sible for such monitoring, the frequency with
which cases are reviewed and the remedial steps
taken where an investigation is delayed.

“The report shall also indicate whether senior
officers receive alerts or periodic reports in cases
where the prescribed timelines are not being
adhered to,” it said.

Delhi braces for winter
smog curbs

Unveiling the Winter Action Plan, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said the Government has ordered
a ban on dust-generating demolition activities
and outdoor civil construction work from
November 1, 2026, to January 31, 2027. A com-
plete ban on construction and demolition
activities will be imposed from December 10,
2026 to January 20, 2027.

Also beginning November 1, BS-IV vehicles reg-
istered outside Delhi will be completely prohib-
ited from entering the city.

The CM also said parking charges across the
Capital will be doubled from November 1, while
office timings will be staggered and 50 per cent
work from home will be implemented. Electric
vehicles and parking spaces owned and
managed by the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) will be exempt from the revised charges.

The decisions were taken after Union
Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Bhupender Yadav chaired a high-
level meeting with CM Gupta. PWD Minister
Parvesh Verma, Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa and senior officials of
Delhi Government were also present.

Under the plan, public representatives would
undertake regular field visits of Delhi’s traffic
hotspots with officials, RWAs, traders, and traffic
police. So far, 42 hotspots have been rectified,
with eight more targeted in October. In consul-
tation with Delhi Traffic Police, one-way traffic
and decongestion trials would be undertaken at
hotspots. A strict campaign against end-of-life
vehicles will also be carried out at all petrol
pumps in the Capital.

Delhi has ranked as the most polluted among
33 states and Union territories with an annual
mean PM2.5 concentration of 101 micrograms per
cubic metre, 2.5 times the Indian standard and
20 times the WHO guideline, according to a satel-
lite-based analysis.

The Government has registered 723 construc-
tion sites on its monitoring system, with pollu-
tion control at the sites being monitored through
an Al-enabled automated system. Sirsa said less
than 2-3 per cent of the sites had reported vio-
lations. According to the Government presenta-
tion, 600 of the 723 registered construction sites
have been equipped with web cameras, while
100 per cent camera coverage of sites registered
on the construction and demolition portal is tar-
geted by October-end.

A target has been set for the redevelopment
of 3,000 km of roads to control dust generated
from roads, of which work on 1,193 km has
already been completed, the minister added. The
concrete work has been given a deadline of
October 31, 2026, while the bitumen work is to
be completed by November 15,2026. Alongside
road reconstruction, work on deep cleaning,
mechanised cleaning, water sprinkling, creating
paved surfaces across roads, improving foot-
paths, removing garbage accumulation points
and increasing green cover on vacant land is
being expedited.

SC gives ECI four months
to settle TMC dispute

On Monday, senior advocate DS Naidu, appear-
ing for the poll panel, referred to four past
instances when the ECI had to decide the
symbol matter. He said such matters take time
as documents and affidavits from party workers
come in huge numbers.

“Three months have gone by. Within the next
three months, you decide this,” the Bench told
Naidu. The SC observed that the poll panel can
make use of Al tools and take help of technolo-
gy. Naidu said that the time frame should be fixed
from the date the parties complete their plead-
ings. Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for
Banerjee, said they have already filed their
responses in July, but the other side has not yet
done so.

Naidu told the Bench that Assembly elections
in some States are scheduled to come up, and
the ECI needed to focus its resources there also.

When the Bench asked the ECI to finally decide
the matter within three months of the comple-
tion of pleadings, Naidu requested that some

more time be given. The Bench said in case of
any exigency, the poll panel may approach the
court. The ECI on September 17 allotted separate
names and symbols to the two rival factions fol-
lowing its interim decision to bar both groups
from using the All India Trinamool Congress
name and its reserved symbol pending a substan-
tive determination of the dispute.

The poll panel allotted the name Mamata All
India Trinamool Congress and football player as
its symbol to the Mamata Banerjee-led faction,
while the Ritabrata Banerjee-led faction was allot-
ted the name Democratic Trinamool Congress
and given the symbol of an envelope. Assembly
bypolls to Nandigram in East Medinipur district
and Rejinagar in Murshidabad district of West
Bengal are scheduled for October 6, with vote
counting on October 9.

A similar case related to Shiv Sena is before the
SC, which had on September 24 said the dispute
should be decided expeditiously and asked the
ECI to suggest a time frame that would allow
both sides a fair opportunity to present their evi-
dence while enabling the poll panel to reach a
final decision.

Ujjain road widening
turns tense ahead of...

Members of the Muslim community and the
Shahi Masjid committee agreed to voluntarily
remove the portion of the mosque within the
proposed widening area after a meeting with the
district administration on Sunday night.

Removal work began Monday morning. Ujjain
Collector and District Magistrate Roushan Kumar
Singh said the work was progressing with com-
munity cooperation. He said some people tried
to disrupt the process but police brought them
under control. Singh appealed to people to
ignore rumours and maintain peace.

Superintendent of Police Pradeep Sharma said
some people attempted to obstruct the work and
later resorted to stone-pelting. Police used tear
gas and mild force to disperse the crowd. He said
no one was injured. Police arrested some
people, while 15 others were detained. Police reg-
istered a case against seven people, including
some social media influencers accused of
sharing inflammatory content and inciting
people. Police have intensified surveillance in the
area, with CCTV and drone cameras being used
to identify those allegedly involved in stone-
pelting. Sharma said police would take legal
action against those found responsible. Police
also conducted flag marches in the city as a pre-
cautionary measure.

Police cordoned off the area around Chhatri
Chowk and temporarily restricted movement.
Senior police and administrative officials
remained on site to monitor the situation.

Ujjain Shahar Qazi Khalil-ur-Rehman and
senior members of the Muslim community
appealed to people not to believe rumours.
Khalil-ur-Rehman said the mosque issue had
been resolved through mutual consent during

discussions on Sunday night.

The administration said the road-widening
exercise is part of preparations for the large influx
of devotees during Simhastha. Singh said people
from different religious communities were vol-
untarily cooperating with the development
work and removing obstructions falling within
the planned road alignment.

SC to hear UPI fee
challenge, seeks...

It is capped at 3300 for payments of 75,000 or
more. Person-to-person payments and smaller
amounts will still be free, the NPCI has clarified.

Additional Solicitor General N Venkataraman,
representing the Government, told the court that
96 per cent of people using the payment
gateway would not be affected by the new fee.
“The Government of India is not taking even a
single rupee out of it,” the law officer said.

The court asked the Government to submit
a written explanation about why it decided to
charge a fee on UPI merchant transactions over
%2,000. Venkataraman said charges for essen-
tial services are capped at 5. He said, “It is
neither a tax nor a fee.” The court said, “We need
all these facts in a short affidavit. It will help us
understand better. It is less a legal issue and
more a technical issue... Is it a tax or a fee? If
not a fee, then what is the executive basis for
making this expropriation?”

ASG explained that the fee is a settlement
charge between payment aggregators and
banks. He added, “The Government is several
steps away from this money.”

After the Bench issued notice on the plea, the
petitioner’s lawyer requested, “Please stay it till
then.” Payments made to mutual funds, secu-
rities, and through stockbrokers and dealers will
have a 0.02 per cent MDR, with a maximum
charge of 3300.

The petition claims the new fee was intro-
duced without enough legal safeguards, trans-
parency, or public input. It challenges the con-
stitutional validity of the amended Section 10A
of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act,
2007, alleging that it gives the executive unguid-
ed power to decide which electronic payment
modes would receive the no-charge protection.

“Declare that no MDR or analogous compul-
sory charge may be imposed or recovered
merely on the strength of a press release or FAQs
absent a duly authorised, authenticated and
published statutory instrument,” it said.

The petitioner also questioned why UPI
transactions are treated differently from RuPay
debit card payments, noting that RuPay cards
still have no-charge protection with no upper
limit. The petition argues that the new rules are
unfair and could hurt merchants with small
profit margins. It also warns about possible
hidden costs for consumers and the risk that
some people could be left out of digital
payments.

It has sought to quash or suspend the frame-

work insofar as itimposes an MDR on UPI trans-
actions above 32,000.

Alternatively, the petition wants the rules
reviewed after open consultation, data sharing,
and an impact study, with protections for
micro and small businesses.

“Direct that any future MDR classification be
based on relevant considerations including mer-
chant turnover, statutory MSME status, actual
margins, geography and ability to bear the cost,
and avoid cliff-edge treatment unsupported by
evidence,” the plea said.

CM Yadav pitches
Anuppur as a key...

He urged officials and public representatives to
use farmer meetings to disseminate information
about welfare schemes and resolve farmers' prob-
lems locally.

Yadav said registration had begun for procure-
ment of paddy as well as millets such as sorghum
and pearl millet, and urged farmers to complete
the process on time. He said Anuppur farmers
were producing paddy, wheat, pulses and
oilseeds while also adopting newer crops and
technologies. Mushroom and strawberry cultiva-
tion were among the emerging activities in the
district.

He encouraged farmers to diversify their
income through animal husbandry and dairy pro-
duction and adopt modern technology and
innovation. "The future of agriculture is bright,"
he said, urging farmers to connect their children
with agriculture-related industries.

The Chief Minister also highlighted the recent-
ly launched Mukhyamantri Sugam Parivahan
Seva, saying it would benefit residents of remote
villages. He said the state had also introduced a
provision for free registration for rural residents.
The government was working to improve edu-
cational opportunities for children and create
employment opportunities foryouth, he added.

During the virtual interaction, progressive
farmers shared their experiences of modern agri-
cultural machinery, irrigation facilities, organic
and natural farming, crop demonstrations,
farmer field schools and improved animal hus-
bandry. Farmers from Pushprajgarh explained the
benefits of mechanisation and irrigation, while
others spoke about natural farming and artificial
insemination techniques that had helped increase
milk production.

Progressive farmers and meritorious students
were also felicitated at the event. Five farmers
were recognised for their contribution to agricul-
ture, while five students of Government Model
Higher Secondary School, Anuppur, were hon-
oured for academic achievements.

An exhibition showcasing agriculture, horticul-
ture, animal husbandry and fisheries schemes
was also organised. Farmers received informa-
tion about modern farming techniques, improved
equipment, horticultural crops, livestock manage-
ment, dairy production, fisheries and government
welfare schemes.
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Shah launches India’s first
counter-terrorism policy

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
W New Delhi

Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah on Monday inaugurated
the Conference on ‘PRAHAAR-
CT Policy and Strategy’ in
New Delhi. The meeting
brought together senior secu-
rity and police officials to
review and implement India’s
first national counter-terror-
ism doctrine.

Shah said the Government
of India, under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has adopted
a zero-tolerance policy
against terrorism. He called
for ongoing review of the
PRAHAAR framework based
on analysis of terror inci-
dents, and for building a
mechanism that can serve
the country over the next
decade. He said the principles
of PRAHAAR must be imple-
mented at the police station
level, and that all levels of the
security system should act
proactively.

Shah called for an automat-
ed counter-terrorism
response at every level to
avoid delays and ensure
effective action. He said
central agencies, state police,
and other stakeholders must
coordinate closely so that
there is no delay when a
threat arises.

The Home Minister said
the Government has already
used this coordinated
approach in recent opera-
tions. Between 2019 and 2026,
authorities brought back 288
fugitive criminals from 36
countries. Improved coordi-
nation led to the disman-
tling of over 40 modules of
the Shahzad Bhatti network,
which was involved in cross-
border smuggling of
weapons, explosives, and
narcotics. Authorities regis-
tered more than 100 FIRs
and arrested 350 people

across 15 States.

The network has been
declared a terrorist organisa-
tion under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act. Shah
also launched a new
Extradition Portal to speed up
efforts to bring back fugitives.
He directed state police to
form teams to work with
central agencies so they can
prepare and follow up on
extradition requests quickly.

For decades, India’s
counter-terrorism efforts
relied on separate laws, agen-
cies, and practices that devel-
oped over time. In 2026,
PRAHAAR brought these ele-
ments together as the
country’s first unified
National Counter-Terrorism
Policy and Strategy. Shah has
stressed that the policy needs
regular updates, should
become part of daily opera-
tions, and must be imple-
mented at every police
station.

The doctrine is built on
seven main  pillars.
Prevention relies on intelli-
gence to stop plots, propa-
ganda, sleeper cells, funding,
and arms networks before
attacks happen. Response
means local police act quickly
and appropriately, with fast

backup from central forces to
avoid delays in the crucial
first hours.

Aggregating Internal
Capacities means updating
state police, standardising
training, and working closely
with agencies like the Multi-
Agency Centre, the National
Investigation Agency, the
National Security Guard, and
the Central Armed Police
Forces. It also stresses the
importance of human rights
and the rule of law to keep
counter-terrorism efforts
legal and trustworthy.
Attenuating Conditions for
Terrorism focuses on de-rad-
icalisation, involving com-
munities, and supporting
youth and women in at-risk
areas to lower recruitment.
Aligning International Efforts
covers sharing intelligence,
legal help, extradition, and
diplomacy to stop terrorists
from finding safe havens,
weapons, or funding abroad.

Recovery and Resilience
takes a society-wide
approach to help communi-
ties, rebuild infrastructure,
and restore public trust after
an attack. Shah pointed out
that these pillars are impor-
tant because earlier methods
were often reactive and scat-

tered across different
ministries and agencies.

PRAHAAR does not set up
new organisations. Instead, it
gives a single framework for
the ones already in place. This
framework should be used at
every level and tested in real
situations to make sure it
stays effective. Shah has also
linked the doctrine to current
tools, such as faster return of
fugitives, trials in absentia,
stronger investigations under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, and joint
action against networks that
mix crime, drugs, weapons,
and ideology.

The doctrine moves away
from one-off responses and
instead uses a single nation-
al approach. It covers every
part of terrorism, such as
propaganda, funding, logis-
tics, overseas handlers, and
recovery after attacks. Local
police handle the first
response, with quick help
from central forces. The doc-
trine also combines security
work with social and eco-
nomic steps to reduce radi-
calisation and shows India’s
strong commitment to
working with other coun-
tries and maintaining zero
tolerance.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
M New Delhi

For millions of Indians who
mostly use their phones for
calls and texts, prepaid
recharge has often felt like
being forced to buy a combo
meal. Staying connected at
the lowest cost usually
meant paying for mobile
data they hardly used. Now,
that is starting to change.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has
notified the Telecom
Consumers Protection
(Thirteenth Amendment)
Regulations, 2026, directing
operators such as Reliance
Jio, Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea to expand
voice-and-SMS-only Special
Tariff Vouchers. The rules
take effect about 30 days
after gazette publication,
putting the new packs on
shop floors and apps around
late October.

TRAI saw a clear problem.
After a 2024 rule required at
least one voice-and-SMS-only
pack, most companies
offered only long-term
options, like 80- or 84-day
packs, or annual plans
lasting 336 to 365 days.

Those packs suited people
who could lock in money for
months. They did little for
daily-wage workers, elderly
users, feature-phone owners,
rural subscribers and people
who keep a second SIM only

TRAI orders cheaper voice-an

for calls. Short-duration, no-
data choices were scarce. If
an operator sold a 28-day or
30-day bundle with calls,
texts and data, a cheaper The
new rules fix this gap. If a
company already sells a
bundled pack for 30 days or
less, it must now offer a
similar voice-and-SMS-only
voucher at a lower, fair price.
voucher atan “appropriate”
lower price.

TRAI did not set a strict
formula after hearing from
stakeholders, but the main
ideais simple: if you remove
data, the price should go
down. Operators must also
offeratleast one voice-and-
SMS pack that renews on the
same date each month. If
that date does not exist, like
February 31(This month has
28 days), the renewal
happens on the last day of
the month. They also need to
keep at least one longer-
term no-data pack that

[

matches their quarterly or
annual plans. This monthly-
date rule is important. Many
prepaid packs still use 28-day
cycles, which means users
recharge 13 times a year. A
same-date monthly option
brings it back to 12 pay-
ments, making it easier for
families to plan their
budgets.

For families who recharge
on salary day, this small cal-
endar change can be as
helpful as a lower price. It is
easy to imagine who will
benefit: a grandparent who
never uses YouTube, a shop-
keeper who relies on Wi-Fi at
home and only needs the
phone for customers, a
migrant worker who cannot
afford a big quarterly
payment, or a student with
campus internet who wants
a cheap backup number.
Right now, voice-and-SMS
annual packs cost between
%1,748 and 1,849, and quar-

d-SMS packs

terly packs are about 448 to
%470. Shorter, cheaper
options should make it
easier for these users to stay
connected.

TRAI finalised the amend-
ment after sharing a draft on
April 7, 2026, receiving 1,132
public comments, and
holding an open-house dis-
cussion in June. The regula-
tor says its goal is not to slow
India’s data growth, but to
ensure bundling does not
become an extra cost for
people who do not want
data. Feature phones, second
SIMs, and Wi-Fi-first homes
are still a big part of the
market. Customers will no
longer have to buy unused
gigabytes to keep a number
alive. Implementation will
test the operators. They must
redesign menus, recast prices
and make the new vouchers
easy to find in apps, USSD
codes and kirana-store
recharge counters.

Clarity will matter as much
as price. If the no-data packs
are buried under flashy
unlimited-data offers, the
reform will exist only on
paper. If they are visible,
affordable and easy to
renew, the next recharge
will feel less like buying
extras and more like paying
only for what the phone is
actually used for: a call, a
message, and a connection
that lasts as long as the user
can afford.

Gunners remain pillar of India’s defence: Rajnath

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The historic Regiment of
Artillery marked its 200th
Raising Day on Monday, with
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh saying the Gunners
have distinguished them-
selves through courage, pre-
cision and unwavering com-
mitmentacross generations,
while remaining a “formida-
ble pillar” of India’s combat
prowess.

The Indian Army and its
chief, General Dhiraj Seth,
also extended greetings to
the serving personnel and
veterans of the Regiment,
saying that with precision,

firepower and an unwavering
commitment to mission
accomplishment, the
Gunners remain a formidable
force on the battlefield,
serving with pride and
upholding the motto of
‘Sarvatra Izzat-O-Igbal’.
September 28 has a special
significance in the annals of
the history of the Regiment of
Artillery as the first Indian
Artillery unit, 5 (Bombay)
Mountain Battery equipped
with 2.5 inch RML Gun, was

raised on this day in 1827. The
Regiment celebrates the occa-
sion every year as Gunners
Day on September 28.

The Regiment of Artillery
also proved its mettle during
the military operations of
1947-48, 1962, 1965, 1971 and
1999. After the 1999 Kargil
conflict, the artillery acquired
further prominence, and with
its vastarray of weapons, it is
acknowledged as a significant
“Arm of Decision”, the defence
ministry had said earlier.

Piyush Goyal to visit US for G20
meet, push for interim trade deal

ASHOKE RAJ M New Delhi

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal will
travel to the United States
from September 29 to October
5 to attend the G20 Trade
Ministers’ meeting and hold
discussions with his US coun-
terpart on efforts to advance
an interim India-US bilateral
trade agreement (BTA).

Goyalis visiting Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, at the invitation of
the US Trade Representative.
Heis scheduled to participate
in the G20 Trade Ministers’
meeting on September 30 and
October 1 before travelling to
Chicago for meetings with
American business leaders
and members of the Indian
diaspora, according to the
Commerce Ministry.

At the G20 meeting, India
will seek to work with member
countries towards an open,
transparent and non-discrim-
inatory global trading system,
with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) remaining
at its centre. India will also
emphasise the need to pre-
serve sufficient policy flexibil-
ity for developing economies.

Goyal is expected to hold
bilateral discussions with
several trade counterparts on
the sidelines of the meeting.
The talks will focus on expand-
ing opportunities for Indian
farmers, fishermen, women
entrepreneurs, startups, micro,
small and medium enterpris-

——

es and other businesses.

A key component of his US
visit will be discussions with
the US administration on the
India-US BTA. The two sides
have been working towards an
interim arrangement as part of
broader efforts to establish a
balanced and mutually bene-
ficial trade framework.

India and the US had
reached a framework for an
interim BTA in February.
However, the proposed
agreement has faced delays
following developments sur-
rounding the legal basis for
the preferential tariff struc-
ture offered by Washington.
New Delhi is seeking a com-
petitive tariff arrangement
that would provide Indian
exporters a level playing field
with competing economies.

During his meetings in
Milwaukee and Chicago,
Goyal will also interact with
senior executives from major
US companies across sectors
including manufacturing,
consumer goods, agribusi-

ness, retail and technology.
He is expected to promote
India as @ manufacturing and
investment destination and
participate in discussions
with businesses, startups and
innovative companies.

The Commerce Ministry
said the visit is aimed at
strengthening the India-US
trade and investment rela-
tionship while deepening
New Delhi’s engagement
with its G20 partners.

In Chicago, Goyal is also
scheduled to pay tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi on Gandhi
Jayanti and Swami
Vivekananda. He will meet
professional associations rep-
resenting the Indian com-
munity during his visit.

Before leaving for the US,
Goyal on Monday co-chaired
the 14th meeting of the India-
UAE High-Level Joint Task
Force on Investments in
Mumbai with Sheikh Hamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, manag-
ing director of the Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The Mumbai Income Tax
Department on Monday
began simultaneous search
operations at 12 locations
across the city linked to
actor Rakul Preet Singh, her
father-in-law and producer
Vashu Bhagnani, and the
production-distribution
company Panorama
Studios. Separate teams
fanned out to offices and
other premises associated
with the film personalities
and the banners around
them. The action, according
to people familiar with the
matter, follows inputs that
funds may have been sent
abroad in the name of film
financing.

Officials are examining
whether remittances
described as project costs
were used to move money
out of India and, in the
process, under-report
income or evade tax. The
suspected cover includes
foreign location shoots,
international production
expenses and the sale or
purchase of overseas distri-
bution rights. Investigators
have been examining paper
files, digital records, ledgers,
and bank statements
related to those cross-
border transfers. No offi-
cial amount has been dis-

closed, and the department

J

Actor Rakul i’reet Singh, Producer Vashu Bhagnani

Income Tax Department raids 12 Mumbai
sites linked to Rakul Preet, Vashu Bhagnani

has not issued a detailed
public note on what has
been found so far.

The sites under search
include premises linked to
Rakul Preet Singh and the
Bhagnani family as well as
offices associated with Pooja
Entertainment and
Panorama Studios. Rakul
Preet Singh is married to
actor-producer Jackky
Bhagnani, son of Vashu
Bhagnani. Pooja
Entertainment, the family
banner, has produced more
than forty Hindi films, among
them the 1990s commercial
hits Coolie No. 1, Hero No. 1
and Biwi No. 1. Panorama
Studios, headed by Kumar
Mangat Pathak, is known
fortitles such as Raid and the
Drishyam series. One of its
forthcoming releases,
Drishyam: The Conclusion, is

scheduled for October 2.

As of late Monday, the
searches were still in
progress. Reporters who
sought comment from
Rakul Preet Singh’s team,
the Bhagnanis and Kumar
Mangat Pathak received no
reply by the time early
accounts were filed. That is
not unusual while teams are
still on the premises and
records are being taken into
custody. A search is an
investigative step. It does
not by itself prove wrongdo-
ing, and it does not amount
to a charge. The depart-
ment will first study the
material recovered, match
it against declared income
and permitted remittances,
and then decide whether
notices or further proceed-
ings are warranted.

The case has drawn

notice because overseas
spending is a normal part of
film work. Foreign shoots,
co-productions and interna-
tional rights deals happen
regularly, and money can
leave India for those purpos-
es when invoices, contracts
and tax treatment are in
order. The present inquiry
turns on whether the remit-
tances under review were
genuine project costs or a
way to shift funds and
conceal income. Until the
papers are analysed, that
question remains open.
No list of specific films, no
names of foreign counter-
parties and no seizure value
have been made public by
the IT department. Sources
said clearer official word is
expected only after the
searches end and the
records are processed.

BJP will make
West Bengal
econhomic giant
again: Nabin

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

The Suvendu Adhikari
Government would work
nonstop towards making
West Bengal an economic
giant once again, BJP nation-
al president Nitin Nabin on
Monday said. Blaming the
Trinamool Congress regime
led by Mamata Banerjee for
leaving a devastating effect
on the State’s economic
health, Nabin said the prior-
ity of the saffron Government
would be to make West
Bengal an investment-friend-
ly State once again.

“The TMC Government
ruined the economy of West
Bengal... so much so that
about 6700 companies fled the
State in the 15 years that it
ruled... they literally robbed
Bengal of its economic back-
bone,” the BJP leader said,
launching a scathing attack on
the former Chief Minister.
“With the help of the people of
West Bengal, a new dawn has
arrived... and the priority of
our Government will be to
bring back investment,” he
said. He was addressing a
‘Yuva Samvad Conclave’.
Hitting back at the BJP leader-
ship, senior pro-Mamata TMC
MLA Kunal Ghosh said that
Bengal was a victim of the BJP-
led Central Government's step-
motherly attitude.

Kolkata to drop Marx, Lenin names from road names for Indian icons

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

Soon Karl Marx, VI Lenin, Ho
Chi Minh, or, for that matter,
Prince Anwar Shah, the
grandson of Tipu Sultan,
would go off Kolkata roads,
giving way to Desi exem-
plars like Debaprasad Ghosh
or Michael Madhusudan Dutt
and even Ram Kothari, one of
the brothers who were killed
in Ayodhya police firing.
The 10-member committee
constituted by the State
Government has already
started functioning, with
Kartik Maharaj, or Swami

Pradiptananda of the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha, among its
members. Among others on
the committee are former
Bengal BJP president and ex
Tripura Governor Tathagata
Roy and Subrata Gupta, the
Chief Advisor to Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.

The monk, who has already
been allocated an office at the
Kolkata Municipal
Corporation, has started his
work in earnest on the road
rechristening project, one
was told.

“There are many roads of
Kolkata which were arbitrar-
ily named after people who

neither visited Bengal or India
or left any contribution for
this country... so where is a
need to lug their so-called
legacy by us,” the Swami
said, adding the panel has
already received names of a
few roads for consideration,
including Biswa Bangla Sarani
(named by former Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee)
and Ho Chi Minh Sarani —
“names which are not con-
nected either to Bengal’s
culture or history.”
Recommendations had
been sent on a few roads: “the
members will consider their
connections with Bharatiya

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Sanskriti (Indian culture) and
that of Bengal and draw up a
proposal after careful consid-

eration,” he said, adding that
the proposal will then be rec-
ommended to the State

Assembly. Wondering, “what
Lenin or Karl Marx did for
India or why the names like
Prince Anwar Shah will have
to be continued for nothing
...what contribution do they
have for India or Bengal...
even in their own countries
they are not remembered
today,” said BJP MLA Sajal
Ghosh.

While Karl Marx was a
German philosopher, social
and political theorist, and rev-
olutionary socialist, Lenin was
the father of the Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia, and Ho
ChiMinh was the Viethamese
communist revolutionary and

statesman who founded the
Democratic Republic of
Vietnam in 1945 and became
its first president.

The road-renaming exer-
cise is not new to Kolkata;
previously, roads like
Amherst Street were
renamed Rammohan Roy
Sarani, Lansdown Road was
rechristened Sarat Bose Road,
and Bidhan Sarani was called
College Street. Similarly,
today’s Lenin Sarani was
called Dharamtalla Street,
whereas Karla Marx Sarani
was known as Kidderpore
Circular/Garden Reach Road.

According to sources,

members have suggested
renaming Ho Chi Minh Sarani
(avenue) after Debaprasad
Ghosh, a mathematician and
former president of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
Proposals have also come to
rename the Karl Marx Sarani
Kidderpore/Circular Garden
Reach Road after prominent
Bengali poets Michael
Madhusudan Dutt or Rangalal
Bandyopadhyay. Parallel
names have also been suggest-
ed for Ho Chi Minh Sarani (for-
merly Harrington Street),
according to which it should
be renamed after US civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr.
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NAVAL COMMANDERS' MEET TO

FOCUS ON WEST ASIA CRISIS

The Navy top brass will review operational readiness,
with a special focus on the ongoing West Asia conflict
and ongoing modernisation of the naval fleet during the
three-day biannual conference starting Tuesday.

Giving details, an official said on Monday that the
senior leadership will undertake a comprehensive
review of its operational preparedness and contribution
to safeguarding India’s maritime interests, including
energy security amid the West Asia conflict.

The commanders' conference - the Navy's apex-level
forum - will be attended by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General NS Raja
Subramani and Navy Chief Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan. Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth is also

scheduled to interact with participants.

(PNS)

'

GOA CM SAWANT SLAMS
CONGRESS FOR TARGETING ECI

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant on Monday hit out at
the Congress for targeting the Election Commission of
India (ECI), saying political parties cannot win elections
by repeatedly levelling accusations against constitutional
institutions and demanding proof of electoral
procedures. Addressing a press conference in Panaji,
Sawant alleged that the Congress questions the
credibility of EVMs only when it loses elections but
accepts the same system after winning in States like
Karnataka, Telangana and Himachal Pradesh. He also
cited Goa's zilla panchayat elections, which are
conducted using ballot papers, to argue that the party's
electoral setbacks cannot be attributed solely to EVMs.
"When the EVM issue does not work, they (Congress)

start making allegations against constitutional institutions,’

4

he said, alleging that the Opposition party's actions aim to
create doubts in the minds of voters. Sawant's remarks
have come amid a row over the ECI's functioning after the
Indian Express reported that Election Commissioners SS
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi objected on record at least 14
times over the past 10 months to decisions concerning
voter registration, deletions and restoration of names and
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. The
Election Commission is an independent body, and
repeatedly levelling allegations against institutions was

not appropriate, Sawant said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) has rejected the
Election Commission of
India’s (ECI) recent clarifica-
tion regarding the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, reiter-
ating its demand for the
immediate resignation or
impeachment of Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar.

In a statementissued by its
Polit Bureau, the CPI(M) assert-
ed that the ECI's statement on
September 26 failed to address
fundamental questions raised
about the functioning of the
poll panel and the integrity of
the nationwide electoral
roll revision.

The Left party cited recent
investigative media reports
revealing that two Election
Commissioners had repeat-
edly raised formal objections

(PNS)

regarding procedures for
enrolling new voters, the
deletion of names, the cen-
tralisation of the electoral
database, and alleged illegal
modifications to Form 6.
“The concerns raised by
opposition parties and civil
society organisations arose in
a specific context—the
enforced SIR process across
the country. They have only
been reinforced by disclosures
from within the Commission
itself,” the Polit Bureau stated.

J&K passes resolution demanding full Statehood

MOHIT KANDHARI
B Jammu

Notwithstanding stiff opposi-
tion from Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) legislators, the
Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly on
Monday passed another res-
olution calling upon the
Government of India for the
immediate and urgent
restoration of full Statehood
to the Union Territory.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah moved the resolu-
tion on Friday, September
25, during the ongoing
autumn session. It was
deferred after several
members sought to speak
on the issue and after
protests disrupted
proceedings.

On Monday, it was taken up
again and passed by voice
vote after BJP members
walked out.

The resolution will be for-
warded to the Government of
India.

Meanwhile, four MLAs were
also marshalled out of the
Assembly after BJP members
created a ruckus in the
House, protesting the resolu-
tion moved by the Chief
Minister to restore Statehood.

The text of the resolution

PDP MLA holds a placard amid a protest in support of statehood resolution moves by Jammu and Kashmir CM
Omar Abdullah during the Autumn session of union territory Legislative Assembly in Srinagar on Monday PTI

States: “In addition to the
resolutions passed by this
House on June 26,2000 and
6 November 2024, the House
calls upon the Government
of India for the immediate
and urgent restoration of full
statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir and resolves that
this resolution be forward-
ed to the Government
of India.”

The 2000 resolution,
passed during Farooq
Abdullah’s tenure, had sought
restoration of Jammu and
Kashmir’s pre-1953 constitu-
tional position. The

November 2024 resolution
had called for dialogue on
special status and constitu-
tional guarantees after the
abrogation of Article 370.

BJP legislators strongly
objected to those references,
arguing they amounted to an
attempt to revive autonomy
and special-status demands
under the cover of a
Statehood resolution.

Leader of Opposition Sunil
Sharma said the party sup-
ports restoration of Statehood
but rejects linking it to the pre-
August 5, 2019 status.

The BJP said the reference

to autonomy and special
status in the resolution was
an insult to the Constitution
and it would not allow a dis-
cussiononitorits passage in
the House.

The Opposition BJP
protested against the resolu-
tion with party members
jumping into the well of the
House, tearing business
papers and conducting mock
proceedings.

BJP members also demand-
ed Speaker Abdul Rahim
Rather leave the chair.

The party also submitted a
notice seeking the Speaker’s

removal, alleging he had
allowed the resolution in vio-
lation of rules. Rather
declined to step down, saying
he had not read the notice
and that procedure required
it to be listed later.

As chaos prevailed, Leader
of Opposition, Sunil Sharma,
raised provocative slogans
targeting the Chief Minister.
National Conference (NC)
members reacted, resulting
in a slogan-shouting match
between the opposition and
the treasury benches.

The Congress also raised
slogans against the BJP
Government at the Centre.
Congress MLA Irfan Lone was
seen displaying a banner
reading “Gyanesh Kumar
resign”.

As the noisy scenes con-
tinued, Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Chaudhary
said the chair should direct
the LoP to tender an apology
for the “unparliamentary
language” used against the
chief minister.

The BJP MLAs continued
their protest and attacked
Congress MLAs with a micro-
phone stand; however, the
Assembly marshals
overpowered them.

BJP MLAs Vikram
Randhawa and Arvind Gupta,

along with Congress MLAs
Irfan Lone and Iftikhar
Ahmad, were marshalled out
of the Assembly.

Participating in the
Assembly debate on state-
hood, the Chief Minister
asked tough questions: why
Jammu and Kashmir must
wait for “guns to go silent”.

He also urged members of
the ruling benches not to
press foramendments to the
resolution, saying this could
provide the BJP with a reason
to oppose it.

“Please don’t press for your
amendments because that
gives a reason to the BJP to
oppose the resolution,” he
told the ruling party
members.

Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition Sunil Sharma and
other BJP members raised
slogans of “Delhi ke saath
aankh macholi bandh karo”
in the House.

Sharma objected to the
language being used in the
Assembly in connection with
the proposed resolution.

“We also are in favour of
Statehood. We want to bring
Statehood,” he said. “But the
kind of language being used
in this House is tearing apart
the basic structure of the
Constitution of India.”
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AAP discloses <12.1 crore donations, down 68 % from last year

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The AAP has disclosed Rs 12.10 crore
in contributions for 2025-26, down
68 per cent from the previous year,
with nearly 83 per cent of the
amount coming from Prudent
Electoral Trust and Trident Limited,
a company founded by former party

MP Rajinder Gupta.

According to the party’s contribu-
report to the Election
Commission, Ashutosh Ranka, now a
co-convener of the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) and former AAP spokesper-
son, donated 21,100 to the party.
The contributions were made
during 2025-26, before he took up his

tion

role in the CJP.

Prudent and Trident each gave 35
crore to the AAP. The remaining con-
tributions totalled about %2.10 crore.

Gupta was elected to the Rajya
Sabha on an AAP ticket in

October 2025.

Trident’s Z5-crore cheque was dated
January 9, 2026, when Gupta was with
the Arvind Kejriwal-led party. He
joined the BJP in April this year.

AAP had disclosed %38.10 crore in
contributions in 2024-25, more than
three times the %11.06 crore it report-
ed in 2023-24. Prudent was its largest

AAP National Convenor Arvind Kejriwal during an interview session on Day 2 of ‘The Conclave
2026’ in New Delhi on Monday

donor in 2024-25, giving %16.40 crore.

The latest filing covers the first full
financial year since the AAP lost power
in Delhi in February 2025. The party
continues to govern Punjab, where

Trident is based.

entries.

Its report contains 1,202 numbered

Party chief Arvind Kejriwal is listed

against three contributions of¥10,000
each. Former Delhi chief minister
Atishi made 12 payments of 3,500
each, totalling 342,000, while Punjab
AAP president Aman Arora is listed
against 12 payments of 310,000 each,
totalling %1.20 lakh.

Reports filed by three other region-
al parties also show how their dis-

closed contributions have changed
since the 2024 Assembly elections.

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP),
which came to power in Andhra
Pradesh, reported ¥58.25 crore in con-
tributions for 2025-26, down from
%83.03 crore the previous year. Prudent
Electoral Trust gave it 45 crore, up
from %40 crore in 2024-25.

The YSR Congress Party, which was
ousted from power by the TDP,
reported contributions worth 324.31
crore, down from about 140.04
crore in 2024-25. Its largest donorin
the latest filing was Goodwood
Sanctuary Private Limited, listed
against %10 crore.

The Biju Janata Dal, which lost
power in Odisha in 2024, listed no con-
tributions above %20,000 in its latest
report. It had disclosed 60 crore in
2024-25, all received in April and May
2024, before the election results were
Pl declared. The party had also filed nil
reports for such contributions in 2022-
23 and 2023-24, when electoral bonds
were still available.

Under the rules, parties must iden-
tify donors whose contributions
exceed 320,000 during a financial year.
These contribution reports do not
show a party’s full annual income,
which is reported separately in its
audited accounts.

CJP will not back
down till CEC
resigns: Ranka

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Guwahati

CJP spokesperson Ashutosh
Ranka on Monday asserted
that the outfit would not back
down from its demand for the
resignation of CEC Gyanesh
Kumar over the alleged exclu-
sion of 13 crore names from
electoral rolls and challenged
him to clear the allegations
against him before the press
and the public.

Ranka claimed that the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
had “defrauded” 13 crore
people by removing their
names from electoral rolls
and questioned why the BJP
was “defending” Kumar over
the allegations. “For 48 hours,
the ball was in Kumar’s court;
now itis in CJP’s court. We will
start our nationwide protest
on October 2, and we won'’t
back down till he resigns. C|P
is a platform which, if it gets
involved in any matter, doesn’t
let go of it until we win,”
Ranka told reporters.

A A R A A A AR

CPI(M) rejects ECI clarification,
demands CEC’s resignation

It added that the core issue
remains whether the elec-
toral process is being con-
ducted transparently and in
accordance with the law to
prevent the wrongful exclu-
sion of eligible voters.

Criticising the official
response, the CPI(M) said the
poll panel neither denied nor
addressed these substantial
issues, nor did it fix account-
ability for the hardships faced
by citizens due to “whimsical
and authoritarian acts”.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Communist Party of India
(CPI) on Monday strongly
condemned an alleged
attack by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
activists on a massive protest
organised by the party in
West Bengal’s Midnapore.
The demonstration, organ-
ised on the birth anniversary
of Shaheed Bhagat Singh,
was directed against Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and the
Suvendu Adhikari-led
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Government in West Bengal.
Ina statementissued from
New Delhi, the National
Secretariat of the CPI alleged
that local administrative
authorities initially attempt-
ed to derail the gathering by
withholding permission for
the rally. Despite the denial,
party cadres and local resi-

dents assembled in large

CPI condemns alleged RSS
attack on West Bengal rally

outside the
Midnapore Collectorate to
voice their anger against
political violence, commu-
nalism, and the alleged
erosion of democratic rights
in the State.

According to the party, vio-
lence erupted while CPI
National Secretary Rama
Krushna Panda was address-
ing the crowd. Supposed RSS
workers allegedly attempted
to disrupt the meeting and
subsequently tried to physi-
cally assault CPl West Bengal
State Secretary Swapan
Banerjee as he rose to speak.

numbers

UMESH NIGAM
W Bhopal

Nearly 70 households in
Khajuri village, under
Chhaigaon Makhan Janpad
Panchayat in Khandwa dis-
trict, have been without
electricity for about three
months after the village
transformer failed and the
power supply was discon-
nected over outstanding
bills. The crisis has now
extended to agricultural con-
nections, leaving homes and
fields without power.
Residents said the trans-
former stopped working
around three months ago.
According to them, the elec-
tricity company cited out-
standing dues against con-
sumers in the village and did
not repair or replace the
faulty transformer. Power
supply was gradually
stopped, leaving the entire

village without electricity.

The prolonged outage has
affected routine life and agri-
cultural activities. Villagers
said they celebrated Rakhi
and the Ganesh festival in
darkness and have been
struggling to operate fans,
lights, mobile phones, and
other essential electrical
appliances.

The situation worsened
on Sunday when electricity
supply to agricultural fields
was also disconnected.
Farmers said the move could
affect irrigation and other
farm-related activities at a
time when electricity is

Unpaid dues leave MP village
without power for 3 months

essential for cultivation.

According to electricity
company officials, Khajuri
has around 70 electricity
consumers, of whom only
five families regularly pay
their bills. Around 65 con-
sumers have outstanding
dues estimated at nearly Rs
9 lakh. The company has
also said that around 40 to
50 families in the village
are tribal households and
that some consumers have
accumulated dues of up to
340,000 each.

The company officials
maintain that prolonged
non-payment and the sub-
stantial outstanding amount
led to the disconnection.
Officials said some con-
sumers have now started
coming forward to deposit
their dues following the
shutdown and that restora-
tion can be considered after
the outstanding amount is
recovered.
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50 million Indian children still lack sanitation services in schools: WHO-UNICEF report

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Nearly a fifth of the children
with no access to sanitation
services in schools are in
India, the highest for any
country in the world, accord-
ing to the WHO-UNICEF Joint
Monitoring Programme (JMP)
report.

India has 50 million of the
world’s 244 million children
without sanitation services in
schools in 2025, the report
“Progress on Drinking Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene in
Schools 2015-2025” noted.

The report also added that

India recorded a 14 per cent
reduction in the number of
schools without sanitation
services during the period
assessed.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the
United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF)’s joint moni-
toring programme produces
internationally comparable
estimates of progress on
drinking water, sanitation
and hygiene (WASH) and
monitors the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG)
targets related to WASH.

The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

includes global goals for
water and sanitation and for
education. Goal 4 aims to
ensure “inclusive and quality
education for all and promote
lifelong learning” and
includes targets to build and
upgrade education facilities
that are child-, disability- and
gender-sensitive and provide
safe and effective learning
environments for all.

This includes providing all
schools with access to elec-
tricity, computers, the inter-
net, adapted infrastructure
and materials for students
with disabilities, and basic
WASH services.

Goal 6 aims to “ensure
availability and sustainable
management of water and
sanitation for all” and
includes targets for universal

access to safe drinking water,
sanitation and hygiene for all.

“In 2025, despite progress,
244 million children still had
no sanitation service at their

school,” the report said.

India accounted for 50
million of them, Nigeria 34
million, Ethiopia 26 million,
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo 11 million and
Indonesia 8 million, the
report said.

For SDG monitoring, a
basic drinking water service
means schools have access
to a functioning improved
water source. A basic sanita-
tion service means schools
have improved, single-sex,
usable sanitation facilities,
and a basic hygiene service
means schools have hand-
washing facilities with soap

and water available at the
time of the survey.

Hygiene remains another
area of concern. Around 20
million Indian children had
no hygiene service at schools.
However, the JMP noted that
insufficient recent data
meant it could not generate
hygiene coverage estimates
for India and the Central and
Southern Asia region beyond
2024.

“India performed compar-
atively better on school drink-
ing-water access. In 2025,
around 12 million Indian chil-
dren lacked drinking-water
services at school, accounting

for roughly one in every 20
children globally without
such services.

“India is among 28 of 62
countries considered on track
to achieve universal basic
drinking-water coverage in
schools by 2030. Its basic
drinking-water coverage
increased by more than 4 per
cent annually during the
period assessed,” it said.

The monitoring report
noted that with just five years
remaining until the end of the
SDG period, the world is not
on track to achieve universal
access to basic WASH services
in schools by 2030.
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104th MES Day observed
at Narangi Cantt

<ARVENGINEER'S,

S

The 104th MES Day was celebrated with enthusiasm
at HEADQUARTERS, Additional Director General North
East Infrastructure (HQ ADG NEI), Narangi. Officers and
staff of HQ ADG NEI, Chief Engineer (Air Force) Borjhar,
GE (AF) Borjhar and GE (Projects) AF Digaru attended

the event.

Prabhakar Mittal, IDSE, Additional Director General,
North East Infrastructure, extended warm greetings to
all officers, staff and their families on the occasion.

In his address, the ADG recalled the distinguished
journey of the Military Engineer Services and appre-
ciated the dedication and perseverance of its person-
nel in meeting the Armed Forces’ infrastructure
requirements under challenging conditions in the

North East.

He highlighted that the Armed Forces’ expectations
of MES are continuously increasing and stressed the
need for timely project completion, improved planning
and execution, adoption of new technologies, and
enhanced quality in both works and maintenance.

He emphasised standardisation of processes to
improve efficiency and accountability, and called
upon all personnel to discharge duties with the
highest standards of integrity, professional ethics and

devotion to duty.

On the occasion, Prabhakar Mittal presented com-
mendation cards to deserving officers and staff in recog-
nition of their devotion to duty.

He expressed confidence that with collective effort,
MES will continue to uphold its proud legacy and meet

future challenges.
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(PNS)

Assam Terriers organise
veterans’ rally in Silchar

An ex-servicemen rally under the ‘Atoot Bandhan’ ini-
tiative was organised by Assam Terriers at Silchar on
28 September, 2026 to strengthen the bond with vet-
erans and address their welfare requirements.

The rally drew over 75 participants, including veer
naris, ex-servicemen, and veterans from various arms

and services.

Participants discussed welfare and pension-related
issues concerning veterans and veer naris. Attendees
interacted with representatives of the unit and were
assisted on matters pertaining to pension, documen-
tation, welfare schemes and entitlements. The event
reaffirmed the Indian Army’s commitment towards
welfare of its veterans and families, upholding the ethos
of ‘Once a Soldier, Always a Soldier’.

(PNS)

IRFC signs 34,200 crore loan agreement with DVC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Indian Railway Finance
Corporation Limited (IRFC), a
Navratna Central Public Sector
Enterprise under the Ministry
of Railways, has taken another
significant step in its strategic
expansion and diversification
with the signing of an 34,200
crore term loan agreement
with Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC) to finance
its renewable energy pro-
jects across Jharkhand and
West Bengal.

The transaction marks an
important milestone in IRFC’s
evolving role as a diversified
infrastructure financier,
extending its established
long-term financing capabil-

ities to the clean energy

ecosystem while remaining
closely aligned with the

broader railway ecosystem.

The loan agreement was

signed in New Delhi in the
presence of senior officials of
IRFC and DVC, led from DVC by
Manish Kumar, Member

(Finance), DVC, and Manoj

Kumar Dubey, Chairman &
Managing Director, IRFC.

The financing will support
DVC’s portfolio of floating
solar, ground-mounted solar,
rooftop solar and Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS)
projects, leveraging its exist-
ing land, reservoirs and trans-
mission infrastructure.

IRFC CMD, Dubey, said,

“Renewable energy is no

longer peripheral to the

Chairman and Managing Director of IRFC Manoj Kumar Dubey

Railways; it is at the core of
Indian Railways’ journey
towards Net Zero Carbon
Emissions by 2030. Through
this 4,200 crore financing to
DVC, IRFC is extending its
long-term financing capa-

bility to the clean energy
infrastructure that will
power India’s future. This is
IRFC 2.0 in action — strategic
diversification that remains
firmly connected to the
Railways ecosystem and to

the nation’s larger
development priorities.”

“This partnership with DVC
demonstrates how IRFC can
bring long-term capital to
renewable energy infrastruc-
ture that supports the
Railways’ growing energy
requirements while contribut-
ing to a greener, more sustain-
able and future-ready India,”
Dubey added.

The transaction thus
extends IRFC’s financing capa-
bilities into clean energy infra-
structure that complements
its core railway financing
mandate, while supporting
the broader transition
towards a sustainable energy
ecosystem.

The DVC transaction marks
another important step in

IRFC’s calibrated diversifica-
tion into strategic railway-
linked infrastructure sectors,
building on its established
strength in providing long-
term financing.

IRFC’s expanding financ-
ing portfolio includes sectors
such as renewable energy,
power, metro rail, logistics
and other infrastructure with
strong linkages to national
development priorities.

The transaction demon-
strates IRFC’s ability to
mobilise long-term capital
for nationally important
railway linked infrastructure,
bringing together its core
financing strengths with
emerging requirements in
clean energy and sustainable
infrastructure.

KRIBHCO's 46th AGM held at New Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il New Delhi

Krishak Bharati Cooperative
Limited (KRIBHCO), one of
India’s premier fertiliser-pro-
ducing farmers’ cooperatives,
reported a pre-tax profit of Rs
824.68 crore for the financial
year 2025-26. The society
declared a 20% dividend on
the equity capital of its
member cooperative
societies for the year.

The annual accounts of the
Society were approved during
its 46th annual general body
meeting, held on 25th
September 2026, at the Ashok
Hotel, New Delhi. The meeting
was presided over by V
Sudhakar Chowdary,
Chairman of KRIBHCO, in the
presence of the board of direc-
tors and attended by delegates
from various member cooper-
atives across the country.

KRIBHCO achieved remark-
able production figures in FY
2025-26, with Urea production
at21.34 lakh MT and Ammonia
production at 12.39 lakh MT,
achieving 97.26% and 99.36%
capacity utilisation, respec-
tively. Expanding its product
offerings to cater to the diverse
needs of farmers, KRIBHCO’s
portfolio includes not only
Neem Coated Urea but also
imported DAP, MAP, MOP,

=

Complex Fertilisers, Bio
Fertilisers, Compost, Certified
Seeds, Hybrid Seeds, SSP, Zinc
Sulphate, Natural Potash,
Mycorrhiza and Sea Weed
Fortified Bio-stimulants. During
the year, KRIBHCO sold 45.37
lakh MT of fertilisers (including
Urea and P&K Fertilisers).

KRIBHCO Fertilizers Ltd
(KFL), a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of KRIBHCO, also deliv-
ered strong performance with
the production of 11.02 lakh MT
of Urea and 6.68 lakh MT of
Ammonia, achieving capacity
utilization of 127.48% and
133.16%, respectively. KFL
declared a dividend of%14.40
crore for the year.

SS Yadav, Managing Director
of KRIBHCO, informed the
gathering about the sustained
high standards of production

and operational efficiency
maintained by KRIBHCO and
its subsidiaries.

KRIBHCO’s wholly-owned
subsidiary, KRIBHCO Agri
Business Limited (KABL) is
contributing significantly.
KABL achieved a turnover of
%1919.35 crore in FY 2025-26,
the growth was supported
by a substantial expansion in
domestic business, which con-
tributed %1,436.81 crore, while
export sales stood at 3482.54
crore. Meanwhile, KRIBHCO
Green Energy Private Limited
(KGEPL), is constructing two
plants in Hazira, Gujarat, and
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh,
expected to be operational in
FY 2026-27.

As part of its commitment
to rural development,
KRIBHCQ'’s social arm, Gramin

Vikas Trust is continuing to
build scalable, community-
led models integrating liveli-
hoods, environmental sus-
tainability and improved
quality of life for underserved
communities.

Aligned with the
Government of India’s vision
of “Sahakar Se Samriddhi,”
KRIBHCO is playing a pivotal
role in promoting seed and
export activities among coop-
eratives as lead promoter of
Bharatiya Beej Sahakari Samiti
Limited (BBSSL) and a joint
promoter of National
Cooperative Export Limited
(NCEL) and Sahakar Taxi
Cooperative Limited (Bharat
Taxi) under the guidance of
the Ministry of Cooperation.

In recognition of its outstand-
ing performance, KRIBHCO
received several awards from
FAI, PRSI and other prestigious
organisations.

During the AGM, KRIBHCO
also honored two eminent
cooperators for their remark-
able contributions to the
cooperative movement in
India. Shankarbhai Chaudhary
from Gujarat was conferred
the KRIBHCO “Sahakarita
Shiromani award”, and
Bhagwan Singh Yadav from
Madhya Pradesh received the
KRIBHCO Sahakarita
Vibhushan award.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Noida

The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) announced
major infrastructure and
policy decisions at its 93rd
board meeting in Noida.
YEIDA reported a sharp
rise in revenue, recording
%4,222.37 crore till mid-
September in FY 2026-27, a
182.35% increase over the
same period last year.
Revenue from industrial and
mixed-land schemes alone
stood at %2,420.7 crore, at
174.47% of the annual budget.
Total expenditure rose to
%5,501.71 crore, including
%4,344.34 crore for land acqui-
sition and loan repayments. In
a major policy move, the
board approved the YEIDA

YEIDA approves key projects
during 93rd board meeting
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Corpus Fund Investment
Regulation 2026-27, which
will ring-fence one-time lease
rents and non-recurring
receipts into a dedicated fund
for long-term maintenance of
roads, drainage, lighting and
green belts.

To expand its industrial
footprint under Master Plan
2041, YEIDA cleared the
rollout of the Multi-Modal
Logistics Park Policy-2024
through e-auctions. It also
reviewed plans foran 8,000-
hectare Industrial Node south
of Noida International Airport
and an International Trade
City on the lines of Yiwu,
China. On farmer welfare,
YEIDA expedited 7% residen-
tial plot allotment to 10,069
landholders and released
33,142 crore as additional
64.7% compensation.

Indusind Bank MD and CEO says his
name unmapped from electoral roll

BJP leaders Arvind Menon, Bharati Praveen Pawar, Roop Kumari Chaudhary, Vijay Chauthaiwale, Aseervatham
Achary, and others met with the Sri Lankan delegation, led by M Tilvin Silva, General Secretary, Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), during their visit to BJP headquarters under the KNOW BJP initiative on Monday

PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il New Delhi

Indusind Bank MD & CEO Rajiv Anand has said
his name has been “unmapped” from the elec-
toral roll and he has been asked to appear for
a hearing to avoid deletion from the voter list.

“I have been told my name is “unmapped”
from the voting list. | have voted in every elec-
tion ever since | have been eligible to vote. |
hold a passport, PAN Card, voter ID card and
Aadhar card. I am now being asked to appear
for a hearing else my name will be deleted. Why
should I7,” Anand said in a X post on Sunday.

“Indians have so many certificates to prove
who they are. Aadhar card. PAN Card. Voter ID.
Passport. You would think there is an identity
crisis!”, he said in another post.

Amid the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise, the Election Commission last
week announced a slew of decisions for the

IndusInd Bank MD & CEQ Rajiv Anand

Maharashtra.

ease of voters who have been issued notices,
including doorstep collection of documents
and extending deadlines in Delhi and

The period for filing claims and objections

has been extended till October 30 for Delhi
voters, while for Maharashtra it has been
extended till October 12.
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BSES holds industry workshop on BESS safety

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

As battery energy storage
becomes an increasingly
important part of India’s
clean-energy transition, BSES
recently organised a three-
day workshop on the Battery
Energy Storage System
(BESS) Safety Framework,
bringing together power-
sector leaders, global safety
experts, utilities, fire and
emergency services and
industry professionals.

The workshop focused on
a priority: ensuring battery
storage scales up safely,
responsibly, and with the
right level of preparedness.
Discussions covered safety-
by-design, early warning
and detection, thermal
runaway, recognised testing,
emergency preparedness,
evacuation protocols and
first-responder readiness.

The inaugural session was
addressed by Ghanshyam
Prasad (Chairperson, CEA);
Amal Sinha (Director & Group
CEO, BSES); Abhishek Ranjan
(CEO, BRPL); Sunil Kumar Jha
(Director General, FS, CD &
HG); Santosh Kumar (COO,
BYPL); Alok Kumar (Director
General, AIDA); Asko Rajput
(Chairman, Standards
Committee, BIS); Tanya
Singhal (Vice President &

BSES ) gees

Country Head, GEAPP); and
Dr Rashi Gupta (MD, Vision
Mechatronics Pvt Ltd).

The workshop moved
beyond discussions to prac-
tical preparedness. A major
highlight was a live thermal
runaway demonstration in a
battery module, followed
by firefighting intervention
by Delhi Fire Service person-
nel. The exercise helped par-
ticipants understand how
battery failures can develop
and the challenges emer-
gency responders may face.

Global experts Richie
Stephen (Senior Standards
Project Manager, UL
Standards & Engagement),
Kurt Vollmacher (Director,
Intotech & Fire Safety
Trainer) and Dr Judy
Jeevarajan (UL Standards
& Engagement) shared

BSES

insights on system testing,
failure modes, manufac-
turing defects, battery
ageing, fire safety and
emergency response,
drawing on experience.

The workshop concluded
with nine multidisciplinary
teams working through
emergency scenarios involv-
ing smoke at a BESS site,
flooding at an installation,
and post-fire dismantling
and waste management.
The exercise helped partic-
ipants identify priorities,
responsibilities and the
safest course of action.

The programme also
drew on BSES’ experience
with its pioneering 20
MW/40 MWh Kilokri BESS,
reinforcing the need to
keep safety at the heart of
storage growth.

DERC chalrperson VISItS PPCLs PPS Il in Bawana

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

SCL Das, Chairperson, Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission (DERC), along
with Ajay Kumar Jain, Member (Law),

DERC, visited the 1,371.2 MW

Power Station-III (PPS-II1), Bawana.
The visit was undertaken to review
the operations of the largest-capac-
ity power generation plant in north-
ern India and Delhi, which plays a
vital role in meeting the uninterrupt-
ed power supply requirements of

Pragati

the

Delhi consumers. PPS-111 also serves
as a load-centre generating station
and forms an important part of the
islanding scheme.

The dignitaries were warmly wel-
comed by Amit Ahuja, Director
(Technical), along with RB Meena,
executive director (Technical), PPS-III,
and RK Yadav, general manager
(Commercial).
dignitaries
PPS-III plant site and were briefed on
the power station’s operations and
functioning.

During the visit,
toured the
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Delhi Minorities Comm1ssmn pays trlbute to Bhagat Singh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A floral tribute and com-
memorative programme
was organised at the office
of the Delhi Minorities
Commission on the birth
anniversary of Shaheed-e-
Azam Bhagat Singh. Delhi
Minorities Commission
Chairman Nirmal Jain, along
with Members Kuldeep
Singh and Mohammad
Haroon, was prominently
present on the occasion.
Several social workers,
teachers and representatives
from different communities,
including Jagdeep Singh
Kohli, Vivek Singh Mata,
Balwinder Singh, Charanjit

Singh Rajput, Manpreet Singh
Hanspal, Jaspreet Singh Mata,
Harpreet Singh Kalra,
Narendra Singh, Darshan
Singh, Faiz Khan, Goldy
Randhawa and Darshan Pal
Singh, among others, also
attended the programme.
The dignitaries and partici-
pants paid floral tributes to
Shaheed Bhagat Singh and
remembered his supreme
sacrifice for the nation.
Addressing the gathering,
Delhi Minorities Commission
Chairman Nirmal Jain said
that Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta had recently
paid floral tributes at the
statue of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, and inspired by the
occasion, the Delhi Minorities

Commission also organised
the tribute programme.
Commission Member
Sardar Kuldeep Singh said
that Sardar Bhagat Singh
played a significant role in
awakening the spirit of
freedom and patriotism

among the people of the
country. He highlighted
various aspects of Bhagat
Singh’s life and elaborated on
his contribution, sacrifice and
commitment to the nation.

Commission Member
Mohammad Haroon said this

was the first programme
organised by the Delhi
Minorities Commission after
its constitution, and that it
was an honour to dedicate
the Commission’s first pro-
gramme to the memory of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh.

The programme concluded
with a solemn tribute to
Shaheed Bhagat Singh and a
remembrance of his
immense contribution and
sacrifice. The participants
said that it is the collective
responsibility of society to
preserve the memory of
those brave sons who sacri-
ficed their lives for the
country’s freedom and to
pass theirideals on to future
generations.
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Editor’s

TAKE

It’s a matter of the heart:

Don’t miss a beat!

India’s demographic dividend is only as strong as its

arteries. On World Heart Day, the pledge is simple: don't

miss a beat, and don’t let the country miss one either

Every September 29, World Heart Day asks the world to
listen to the one organ we notice only when it falters.
Founded in 2000 by the World Heart Federation with the
WHO, the day endures because its message never ages:
cardiovascular disease is the planet's leading killer,
claiming nearly 20 million lives a year. More than four in
five of those deaths are heart attacks and strokes, and a

third strike people younger than 70. This year's campaign,
“Don't Miss a Beat", targets the disease's cruellest feature:

it often gives no warning until it is too late.
How did an ailment of old age become an epidemic of

Azerbaijan: The art of being everyone’s exception

Baku does not balance between friends and enemies. It balances between the interests of its friends, its neighbours and its
own survival. In an age increasingly obsessed with blocs, Azerbaijan offers a rather different lesson. The strongest position for
a small state may not be choosing a side. It may be making every side need a relationship with you

BHOPINDER
SINGH

Azerbaijan is one of those countries that makes
conventional geopolitics look strangely inad-
equate. Here is a predominantly Shia country
that is deeply secular, culturally Turkic and
strategically close to Israel. It is bound to
Turkey by an almost fraternal alliance, main-
tains a strategic partnership with Pakistan, is

the prime of life? Because modern living has industrialised
every risk factor. Ultra-processed food, salt, sugar and trans
fats have displaced home cooking. Desks have replaced
fields. Tobacco persists, air pollution chokes our cities, and
sleeplessness is worn as a badge of ambition.
Cardiovascular disease caused 26.6 per cent of all Indian
deaths in 2017, up from 15 per cent in 1990. Heart attacks
in the thirties and forties, among breadwinners, are at their
peak. Kerala, Punjab and Tamil Nadu rank among the top.
An estimated 315 million Indians live with hypertension,
yet only about 28 per cent know it, and barely one in eight
has it under control. Another 136 million have prediabetes.
The epidemic is not concealed. We simply are not looking.
The way out is neither exotic nor expensive. First, detect

deepening ties with China, and yet remains
obliged by geography to keep talking to Iran,
its fellow Shia neighbour.

On paper, itis a collection of contradictions.
In practice, it is a remarkably coherent strat-
egy. Baku has mastered the art of being close
without being captive. Azerbaijan does not
appear to organise its foreign policy around
ideological camps. It organises it around
interests. Religion does not dictate its diplo-
macy. Neither does geography. Neither does
friendship.

That is why Israel and Turkey can coexist

remarkably little to eliminate geopolitical
suspicion. Iran has long been uneasy about
Baku’s relations with Israel and Turkey, while

Baku’s posture as “alignment tempered by
restraint” rather than neutrality, strategical-
ly close to Israel and the West, but careful
to preserve working relations with Tehran
and avoid being dragged into the conflict.

early. Blood pressure, sugar and cholesterol checks must

become as routine as a mobile recharge, available at every

health and wellness centre. Second, treat cheaply and
continuously.

The India Hypertension Control Initiative proves it works:
across nine districts, blood pressure control rose from 37 to
48 per cent between 2018-19 and 2023-24, while patients'’
out-of-pocket medicine spending fell from 47 to 9 per cent.

That model belongs in every district.
As a nation, we have to make choices, healthy choices,

that can make India fit again. No doubt yoga can be a great
way to get healthy, but it must be accompanied by lifestyle

choices, eating right, sleeping right and keeping three

culprits, hurry, worry and curry, in check. Then there are so

many things in the market that are enough to make us
unhealthy. Salt and trans-fat limits, tobacco, alcohol and
plenty of processed food need to be curtailed. Besides,
cleaner air and daily walks can make all the difference.

Moreover, it is very important to prepare for emergencies

before they happen. Chest pressure, breathlessness and

pain spreading to the jaw or arm demand a hospital, not a

home remedy, and CPR should be taught in every school

and office. World Heart Day is a reminder that the heart is

more than an organ that keeps us alive, it is at the centre

of our physical well-being, working silently every moment.

comfortably in Baku'’s foreign-policy architec- BAKU'’S Azerbaijan has had its own grievances with
ture. Turkey p_rpvides str.ategie depth and an RELATIONSHIP WITH Tehran. Yet the two §ides have repeatedly
intimate political relationship. Israel pro- tried to restore practical cooperation when
vides defence, intelligence, technology and PI?ZISLSJEEYIS their interests converge.
energy cooperation. Pakistan provides polit- Baku’s relationship with Pakistan is
ical solidarity and a useful partnershipinthe  INSTRUCTIVE AND equally instructive and particularly uncom-
!Vluslimdworldiqchina offers capital,lco'nnecht'iv— PARTICULARLY fogltarllole fonl‘ lr)dia.hAzerbai]an.and Pakis%a'n
Iran. meanwhile, i the unavoidable neighbour  UNCOMFORTABLE 0 e ey expanded cooperation in
whose hostility can never be allowed to FOR INDIA. defence, energy, transport and diplomacy.
become a permanent rupture. AZERBAIJAN AND On Kashmir, Baku has consistently backed
The remarkable thing is not that Azerbaijan PAKISTAN CALL a settlement based on international law and
has all these relationships. It is that it has relevant UN Security Council resolutions.
- THEIR A . : L
managed to keep them from cancelling one RELATIONSHIP A During the India-Pakistan crisis of May 2025,
another out. This is strategic ambiguity, but Azerbaijan went further, expressing solidar-
not ambiguity in the sense of not knowing STRATEGIC ity with Pakistan after Indian strikes. Yet this
where one stands. Baku is remarkably clear PARTNERSHIP AND has not stopped Azerbaijan from maintain-
abfou_t its i{]terﬁsts. .The ambl:i)guit}c/1 Iiei1 in HAVE STEADILY in%ec_onorr?ic lir_lks with lndig: i
membership in a single seopoitical camp.And __EXPANDED understands the Azerbaijani method. A
that distinction matters. COOPERATION IN country can separate strategic relation-
Azerbaijan can be Israel’s strategic partner ~DEFENCE, ENERGY, ships from individual disputes. The 2026 Iran
without becoming lsyael's proxy. It can be TRANSPORT AND war provided the ultimate test of this
Turkey’s closest ally without becoming merely DIPLOMACY formula and punctured one popular miscon-

an extension of Ankara. It can cultivate
Pakistan without adopting Pakistan’s world-
view wholesale. It can deepen relations with
China without joining a Chinese bloc. And it
can quarrel with Iran while still recognising
that Iran will remain next door tomorrow, next
year and for decades to come. That is the
essence of strategic balance among the
unnatural and the unthinkable.

The relationship with Iran is perhaps the
most revealing. Shared Shia identity has done

The writer is a former
Lieutenant Governor of the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry, and
a military veteran

ception. Azerbaijan was not simply “neutral”,
nor was it immune from the conflict. On
March 5, Iranian drones struck Azerbaijan’s
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, damag-
ing an airport terminal and injuring civilians.
Baku formally protested and demanded an
explanation from Tehran.

Yet Azerbaijan simultaneously avoided
allowing the confrontation to turn into a
wider war. Analysts at Israel’s Institute for
National Security Studies have described

That may be the clearest description of
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy. Aligned, but
not subordinate. Friendly, but not ideolog-
ical. Pragmatic, but not neutral.

This is why Azerbaijan is so fascinating. Its
real strategic asset is not oil, geography or
even its military, important though all three
are. It is optionality.

Baku has constructed a foreign policy in
which several competing powers have
reasons to value Azerbaijan simultaneous-
ly. Turkey needs it. Israel values it. Pakistan
embraces it. China is investing in its connec-
tivity. Iran cannot ignore it. And Russia,
Europe and the United States all have inter-
ests in the South Caucasus that intersect with
Baku. For a country of Azerbaijan’s size, that
is an extraordinary position. It has not
achieved it by choosing the perfect ally. It
has achieved it by ensuring that no single
ally ever becomes indispensable enough to
dictate the whole of Azerbaijani
foreign policy.

That is the Azerbaijani paradox and
perhaps its strategic genius. Baku does not
balance between friends and enemies. It bal-
ances between the interests of its friends,
its neighbours and its own survival. In an age
increasingly obsessed with blocs, Azerbaijan
offers a rather different lesson. The strongest
position for a small state may not be choos-
ing a side. It may be making every side need
a relationship with you.

Daiv Vani
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WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

The King Who
Became a Sage

Some transformations are not sudden revelations, but the slow result
of an entire lifetime spent in struggle.

Vishwamitra was born a king, accustomed to power, command,
and the easy deference of an entire army, until an encounter with
the sage Vasishtha, whose simple hermitage possessed a wish-ful-
filling cow far more valuable than his own considerable military might,
humbled him more deeply than any battle ever had. Determined to
attain such spiritual power himself, he renounced his throne entire-
ly and undertook centuries of relentless penance, facing repeated
setbacks and humiliating failures along the way, including being
seduced by the celestial Menaka and losing years of hard-won
progress in a single unguarded moment of weakness.

Rather than giving up in shame, he simply began again, and then
again, eventually earning the exceedingly rare title of Brahmarishi,
a sage born a warrior, but elevated purely through sustained disci-
pline rather than birth or lineage.

His path was never one of smooth, uninterrupted mastery, but
rather repeated failure met each time with renewed effort, proving
convincingly that persistence mattered far more in the end than an
unbroken record of success.

We often abandon our own self-improvement after a single setback
or embarrassing failure, quietly believing that failure has permanent-
ly disqualified us from ever truly succeeding at it.

Today, return to one goal you abandoned after a setback, and begin
again, without treating that earlier failure as the final word on what
you are capable of. -DAIV

People erform Tarpan'’ ritual at Assi Ghat on the second day of ‘Pitra Paksha’,
in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. PHOTO: PTI
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The wisdom of leaving space

SIDDHARTH
ROY

A :
2ND OPINION

Acivil engineeris trained to calculate how much a struc-
ture can carry. But engineering also asks a less celebrat-
ed question: how much should remain unbuilt? A river
needs a floodplain. A bridge needs expansion joints. A road
needs setbacks. A city needs open ground. What appears
empty on an engineering drawing may be the space that
prevents failure.

This principle has implications beyond engineering. It
should influence how governments make decisions about
land, infrastructure and urban growth. Yet public policy
often rewards visible construction while treating unoc-
cupied space as an opportunity lost. The pressure to build
is understandable. But when every space is consumed,
efficiency can quietly turn into vulnerability.

Consider floodplains.

A river does not recognise a zoning map when heavy
rainfall arrives. Its floodplain is part of its natural
drainage system, providing temporary storage when
water levels rise. Allowing extensive construction in such
areas may generate short-term economic value while
transferring the eventual cost to taxpayers, insurers and
residents.

A policy that protects floodplains may appear restric-
tive in the present while preventing far greater losses in
the future. The same logic applies to wetlands, urban
ponds and drainage corridors.

They can look economically unproductive because their
value is not always captured in a land-price calculation.
Yet they store water, recharge groundwater, moderate
heat and support ecosystems. The policy question is not
simply, “How much revenue can this land generate?” It
is also, “What public function will disappear if this land
is built over?”

Engineering offers another useful analogy.

Materials expand and contract with temperature.
Structures move under changing loads. Expansion joints
deliberately provide room for that movement. Without
such allowances, stresses accumulate until something
cracks.

Infrastructure policy requires margins. Roads, drainage
networks, electricity systems and hospitals cannot be
designed only around average demand. They need
capacity for rainfall, traffic surges, heatwaves, power fail-
ures and shocks. Building precisely to today’s demand

may seem efficient, but leaving no reserve capacity can
make tomorrow’s emergency much more expensive.

This is where policy must resist the seduction of short-
term arithmetic. The cheapest project today is not nec-
essarily the least expensive choice over its lifetime.
Preventive spending, protected open spaces and unused
capacity can be difficult to justify because their success-
es are often invisible: the flood that did not become a dis-
aster, the road that did not collapse into congestion, the
hospital that could accommodate a sudden surge.

Leaving space also raises a question of intergenerational
responsibility. Once a wetland is filled or a public
ground disappears beneath concrete, restoring it may be
impossible. Today’s planning decisions therefore consume
land and the options available to tomorrow’s citizens.

The wisdom of leaving space is ultimately a philoso-
phy of restraint. It does not oppose development. It asks
development to recognise limits, uncertainty and public
risk. A river needs room to overflow.

Astructure needs room to move. Infrastructure needs
spare capacity. Perhaps good policy, like good engineer-
ing, is not about using every space. It is about knowing
which spaces society cannot afford to lose.

short story writer, columnist, public policy expert and contempo-

The writer is a consultant to Rashtriya Raksha, a civil engineer,
rary affairs commentator

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Youth deserve to be heard

Whether the ruling party likes it or not, the youth are
deeply concerned about their future. Given concerns
over education, healthcare and employment, along with
corruption and the growing influence of criminals and
the affluent in governance, many young people have
little reason to feel secure about what lies ahead.

It is natural for citizens to seek changes that could
lead to a better future. Denying people the right to voice
their concerns and protest against government policies
can further deepen their dissatisfaction. Suppression,
threats or intimidation may only strengthen their deter-
mination to raise their concerns. The government would
be better served by engaging with young people
through dialogue and addressing their demands with
the seriousness and priority they deserve. Constructive
engagement can help build trust and provide a demo-
cratic avenue for resolving grievances.

After all, young people are citizens of the country and
deserve to be heard. Their concerns about education,
healthcare, employment and governance should
receive meaningful attention. A responsive administra-
tion must ensure that democratic participation remains
open and that citizens can express their views peace-
fully and without fear.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANDHRA PRADESH

King Kohli rewrites ODI history

There are innings that win matches, and then there are
innings that remind the world why a cricketer has become
an era-defining figure. Virat Kohli’s magnificent 139 not
out, featuring 10 fours and nine sixes in the first ODI against
the West Indies, belonged firmly to the latter category.

Kohli’s performance was more than another entry in
an extraordinary record book. It was a statement from a
batter whose appetite for runs remains undiminished.
During the innings, he extended his record of ODI cen-
turies to 55, became the fastest batter to reach 15,000 ODI
runs and moved ahead of Sachin Tendulkar for the most
ODI runs on home soil. He also surpassed Mohammad
Azharuddin’s record for the most ODIs played by an Indian
against the West Indies, making his 44th appearance
against them.

Yet statistics tell only part of the Kohli story. His
defining quality has always been his ability to approach
every innings with the urgency of a newcomer and the
confidence of a champion. He refuses to live on past
achievements. Every innings becomes another challenge,
another opportunity to prove himself. For millions of Indian
cricket fans, watching Kohli walk to the crease remains
an event in itself. His intensity and ambition continue
to create lasting memories.

AP THIRUVADI | CHENNAI

Diplomacy must follow strong words

With reference to “Jaishankar’s rebuke: Necessary
message” (September 28), the significance of the External
Affairs Minister’s UN statement will depend on what India
does after the applause has faded. His remarks came after
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif raised Kashmirand
the 2025 conflict at the General Assembly. India respond-
ed by reiterating that terrorism cannot be normalised and
that it retains the right to defend itself.

The next step should be a diplomatic campaign
explaining India’s position to governments. It should
include verifiable evidence, briefings and closer cooper-
ation on intelligence and terrorist financing. Equally impor-
tant is maintaining communication mechanisms that
reduce the risk of escalation. India and Pakistan remain
neighbours, and any prolonged crisis can have conse-
quences beyond their borders. India should pursue a cal-
ibrated policy: oppose terrorism firmly, respond when nec-
essary, but keep diplomatic avenues available for de-esca-
lation. The United States, Gulf countries, European
nations and influential partners should be engaged
through diplomacy. The international community should
be encouraged to judge competing claims on evidence.
A statement can set the tone; coherent policy and diplo-
macy must carry it forward.

BA NEBOBA | TAMIL NADU
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Sri Lanka’s dilemma: Can the system
change without being overthrown?

The test now for Sri Lanka is whether political change can move beyond changing rulers. Uyangoda sees a
struggle between an old ruling class and a new political force, almost “like a class war”. A system designed to
protect established power may resist transformation through the very institutions that give it legitimacy

Sri Lanka’s most dan-
gerous political ques-
tion is no longer
whether democracy
should survive. It is
whether democracy can
survive being used to
dismantle the political
order that has lived
comfortably inside it.
Recently, I sat down
with Professor Jayadeva
Uyangoda and found myself returning to that ques-
tion. He entered politics believing revolution could
remake society, joined Rohana Wijeweera’s under-
ground movement, survived 1971, spent six years in
Welikada prison, and emerged not as a liberal convert
but as something more troublesome: a Marxist who
believes liberal democracy is indispensable, yet fun-
damentally insufficient.

“Iwas never converted to liberal democracy,” he told
me. He retained his suspicion of capitalism and con-
centrated power while discovering, through defeat,
imprisonment, reading and reflection, that freedom
cannot be postponed until after revolution. “Liberal
democracy is indispensable for political and social
progress. But it is inadequate.” In that contradiction
lies the central argument of his political life.

Uyangoda’s critique begins where conventional cel-
ebrations of democracy end. Sri Lanka has elections,
universal franchise, constitutional rights and compet-
ing parties. Yet democracy has repeatedly operated
alongside concentrations of wealth, political power,
family influence, bureaucratic authority and ethnic
privilege. His objection is therefore not to democra-
cy but to democracy emptied of substance. “People,
demos, are the true owners of democracy. And
democracy had been captured by the elites.” That is
a brutal formulation in a country where the establish-
ment presents itself as democracy’s guardian.
Parliament can function while citizens remain pow-
erless; elections can occur while the same networks
recycle power; constitutionalism can survive while
inequality determines who can actually exercise
freedom. His argument also goes beyond the famil-
iar Marxist complaint about class. Liberal political
theory, he argues, has treated society as an aggrega-
tion of autonomous individuals while neglecting com-
munities, cultures and historically disadvantaged
groups. For Sri Lanka, that omission is not theoreti-
cal. “Actually, liberal political theory doesn’t have a
theory of the state. It has only theories of government
and regimes.” Changing governments, in other words,
is not necessarily changing the state.

His transformation began in prison. “The Welikada
prison was my second university after Peradeniya.”
He read Marxism, literature, philosophy, political
theory, novels, the Bible and prison literature; he sat
law examinations and wrote poetry. Marxism gave him
a language for class, production, exploitation and
material suffering.

Prison exposed him to loneliness, emotional pain,
guilt, loss and the interior life of people trapped inside
an institution designed to deprive them of freedom.
“I'saw in others and experienced myself the emotion-
al suffering while living in a prison for long years.” A
political philosophy that cannot adequately account
for the inner life of human beings cannot explain
human emancipation completely. That is why his later
politics combines individual freedom, social equali-
ty, pluralism and collective rights.

His most provocative lesson from revolutionary
experience is harder to dismiss. “I learned that
violent revolution can overthrow capitalism. But it
cannot replace it with a humane society.” Uyangoda’s
prison education forced him to ask the more fright-
ening question: what happens after victory? The
Russian, Chinese, Cuban and Korean experiences
showed that overthrowing exploitation does not auto-
matically abolish domination.

A revolution can destroy one prison and build
another. This is where his present interest in the
National People’s Power becomes politically explosive.
A movement once committed to overthrowing the
state is now attempting to govern through elections,
Parliament, courts and the constitutional frame-
work. “They are working within the very system they
want to change,” he said. “That’s why | am waiting and
watching this process with great curiosity and deep
concern.” He is watching whether an inherited state
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can be transformed from within without reproducing the
habits of the old order. That is where the real political
gamble now begins.

The ethnic question makes the experiment harder.
Uyangoda has spent decades arguing that Sri Lanka’s crisis
cannot be resolved by changing governments while leaving
political power untouched. “Reforming the post-colonial eth-
nocratic state was the central task and challenge in all our
conflict resolution efforts.” He rejects Sinhala Buddhist own-
ership of the state and insists that equal citizenship must
mean more than formal equality. Tamils, Muslims, Malaiyaha
Tamils and other communities must have genuine access
to power.

Yet he is sceptical of inherited vocabularies. Federalism,
self-determination and old constitutional arguments have
become so politically poisoned that repeating them can
reproduce the divisions they were meant to solve. His pre-
ferred language is democratic pluralism: a republic in which
identities remain real without becoming permanent polit-
ical enemies. “Differences should not lead us to divisions.
Rather, they should bring all of us together as citizens in a
Democratic Republic with diverse identities, not keeping
us apart as enemies.”

His treatment of violence is equally unsentimental.
Uyangoda refuses to romanticise either side of Sri Lanka’s
conflict. He speaks of Tamil civilians suffering violence from
the state and from Tamil militant organisations, just as he
has never denied the brutality of the revolutionary move-
ment with which he was once associated.

His proposal for reconciliation is “strategic forgetting”:
not erasing history, but refusing to allow unresolved
memories to dictate every political relationship in the
present. Can a society permanently organised around its
wounds ever become politically reconciled? He does not
ask people to deny what happened. He asks whether
memory itself can become a political prison.

This is why his reading of the Aragalaya and the current
political moment matters, even where one may disagree
with his interpretation. He sees the uprising not as a fash-
ionable youth revolt but as a social movement exposing a
rupture between citizens and the old political class. “The
challenge today is to re-democratise Sri Lanka’s democra-
cy.” Sri Lankans did not revolt because they had lost faith
in democracy; they revolted because the democracy they
inherited had become remote from ordinary citizens.

The test now is whether political change can move beyond
changing rulers. Uyangoda sees a struggle between an old
ruling class and a new political force, almost “like a class
war”. But his warning is difficult to ignore: a system designed
to protect established power may resist transformation
through the very institutions that give it legitimacy. Asked
what he would tell his younger self, the man who entered
revolutionary politics believing history could be remade
through struggle, he answered: “Never abandon political
hope for a better society and a better political system. And
always be an idealist.”

After revolution, defeat, prison, Marxism, liberalism, ethnic
conflict and decades of scholarship, he has arrived not at
certainty but at an insistence that political imagination must
survive disappointment. For Sri Lanka, that is not a com-
forting message. It is a challenge to everyone who believes
changing governments is the same thing as changing the
country.

From incredible India to
Intelligent India

For more than two decades,
Incredible India has told the world
what this country offers — civilisa-
tions, landscapes, spirituality,
cuisine and cultural diversity. The
next phase requires a different
proposition, one that goes beyond
putting an Al chatbot into a
booking engine. This year’s World
Tourism Day theme, “Digital

Agenda and Artificial Intelligence
KRISHNA GIRI to Redesign Tourism”, invites a
more consequential question: can
technology make journeys more meaningful, destinations safer and better managed,
and tourism’s economic gains more widely shared?

Al's most immediate contribution is hyper-personalisation. Industry has traditional-
ly segmented travellers and designed products around broad categories; Al can move
closer to the individual, building around a person’s interests, budget, diet, mobility and
pace, and revising the plan mid-trip.

Avisitor could say, in her own language, that she has four days in Tamil Nadu, is explor-
ing Chola history, prefers vegetarian food and wishes to avoid crowds. An intelligent
system could weigh those preferences against weather, transport and live conditions
to build the journey. Done well, such personalisation can deepen the experience. On
arecentvisit to Japan, one of the authors used Al to curate a day around a seafarer family
member. Personalisation, in this form, makes travel more meaningful rather than merely
more convenient. The gain is equally significant for tour operators. Al can help them
research unfamiliar circuits, rework routes when conditions change and curate expe-
riences around individual preferences rather than sell one itinerary to everybody. The
quality of the output, however, still depends on human judgement deciding what the
technology should optimise for. Destination management is another area where Al could
have significant impact. In Tirupati in January 2025, six devotees died and around forty
were injured in a crush while waiting for Vaikunta Dwara darshan tokens. The episode
illustrates the limits of digitisation: a system may know how many tokens it has issued
without recognising that
thousands of people are
converging on one point
faster than the space can
safely absorb them.
Research shows that
crowd density and move-
ment patterns can
provide measurable
warning signs. Studies of
the 2006 Mina disaster
and dense crowds
suggest that such signals
could supportearly detec-
tion of dangerous condi- ==
tions. Maha Kumbh 2025 demonstrated India’s ability to deploy Al-enabled cameras and
command systems. The next step is predictive decision-making, using risk triggers to
manage inflows, open alternative routes and position medical teams. Even a few minutes
of warning could improve prevention and response, particularly in fragile Himalayan
destinations.

Access itself can be managed more intelligently. What a destination can safely absorb
changes with season, weather and emergency preparedness. Venice’s day-tripper fee
raised more than 05 million in 2025, yet visitor pressure remained high. Pricing can raise
resources, but intelligent systems can do more to regulate flows through timed entry,
seasonal quotas and, where justified, restrictions on repeat visits to the most fragile cir-
cuits. The economic opportunity may be greatest for small tourism establishments, which
dominate tourism in many developing economies. Large hotel groups can employ spe-
cialists in pricing, analytics, multilingual marketing and demand forecasting. A five-room
homestay, village guide or family-run restaurant generally cannot. Al can narrow this
capability gap by turning heterogeneous information on booking patterns, reviews, sea-
sonality and traveller preferences into usable business intelligence. It can also help them
develop websites, translate listings, create marketing material, etc.

This can also address longstanding information asymmetries. Travellers often lack
reliable information about smaller operators and emerging destinations, while those
businesses know little about consumer demand and preferences. Reducing this asym-
metry can allow them to compete more on the quality and distinctiveness of their expe-
rience than on the scale of operations. India cannot import global Al systems and assume
they understand its tourism ecosystem. Models trained mainly on Western languages,
destinations and traveller behaviour under-represent Indian languages, cultural prac-
tice and lesser-known places. An algorithm that knows Delhi but barely recognises Ziro
is not merely imperfect; at scale, such systems decide which destinations and business-
es are visible at all. Localisation, reliable local data and transparency about why one
route is recommended over another are therefore not optional.

Safeguards matter equally. Tourism systems handle sensitive information about iden-
tity, location, spending and preferences. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act and
the rules notified in November 2025 provide a general framework, but tourism will need
clearer practices around consent, data sharing and retention across hotels, platforms,
transport providers and public authorities. Access to intelligence itself must also not
become another source of inequality. Rural operators who stand to gain most may have
weaker connectivity, fewer digital skills and less capacity to pay. Multilingual voice inter-
faces, assisted adoption and shared digital infrastructure will therefore be essential.

None of this diminishes the importance of human hospitality. Tour operators who
use these tools well will spend less time assembling routine itineraries and more time
exercising judgement, curating experiences and solving problems. Al can translate a
menu, optimise a route or analyse thousands of reviews, but it cannot replicate the host
who explains a family recipe, the guide who brings history alive or the unexpected con-
versation that becomes the memory of a journey. Intelligent India should mean artifi-
cial and human intelligence used together, removing friction and spreading opportu-
nity, while leaving more room for what makes
travel worthwhile: people, places, culture and
pleasure. Incredible India sent a powerful invi-
tation to the world. Intelligent India should deter-
mine what happens once it is accepted.

ADITI RAWAT

Rawat is Associate Fellow at Pahle India
Foundation. Giri is Distinguished Fellow and
Special Advisor to the Chairperson at Pahle
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World Heart Day: Why every Indian must pay attention to blood pressure

HypertenSIon S

deaths.

The WHO

Hypertension Control total salt consumption, or by using low-

cruelty is that it
asks nothing of
you until it takes
everything. Most
people feel no
pain or symp-
toms, though a
small minority

DORAIRAJ get warning
PRABHAKARAN  signs like

headaches or

dizziness. For
years, it slowly damages the heart, brain and
kidneys, then, without warning, speaks all at
once with a stroke, a heart attack, or failed
kidneys. A parent driving to work may strug-
gle to speak, walk, or recognise loved ones.
Survivors call stroke worse than death; fami-
lies ask too late how this happened when all
seemed normal.

Often, the answer is a number no one
thought to check: blood pressure. High blood
pressure is quietly at work for years before it
declares itself. This World Heart Day, observed
under the theme “Don’t Miss a Beat”, the most
important beat may be the pressure pulsing,
unnoticed, through our arteries.

Cardiovascular disease is the world’s leading
killer, claiming nearly 20 million lives a year,
and in India it strikes earlier: heart attacks and
strokes are increasingly common among
adults in their forties and fifties, with uncon-
trolled blood pressure driving many premature

estimates 1.4 billion
adults aged 30-79 live
with hypertension;
only 1 in 5 have it
controlled. India’s
numbers are more
sobering: the ICMR-
INDIAB study estimat-
ed 315 million Indian
adults have hyper-
tension, and a survey
found fewer than
three in ten were
aware of it, one in
seven were on treat-
ment, and justonein
eight had it con-
trolled. Hypertension
is a key modifiable
driver of India’s car-
diovascular epidem-
ic, raising the risk of
heart attack, stroke
and kidney disease.
The consequences
ripple far beyond the
patient. Stroke is now India’s fourth leading
cause of death and fifth leading cause of dis-
ability, leaving many survivors unable to walk,
speak or work independently. Families bear the
brunt: incomes vanish, caregiving shifts, and
parents postpone children’s education or
weddings. A survey found nearly three in ten

households seeking stroke treatment in public
hospitals face catastrophic expenditure, while
more than a third resort to distress financing,
selling assets or taking on debt. Hypertension
prevention thus protects household stability
and dignity, not just health.

There is real progress to build on. The India

Initiative by the ICMR,
the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, and
global partners includ-
ing the WHO and Resolve
to Save Lives showed
what is possible. Blood
pressure control in public
facilities increased from
37 to 48 per cent between
2018 and 2024, while out-
of-pocket medicine costs
fell from 47 to 9 per cent.
This proves that simple,
well-run systems with
reliable drug supplies,
standard treatment pro-
tocols and follow-up care
can result in favourable
outcomes. Extending this
further, the ICMR’s STAR
NCD programme is eval-
uating system-level inter-
ventions for ambulatory
care, particularly to
improve the care cascade
for hypertension and diabetes.
Hypertension is predictable and largely
preventable, and small, consistent choices can
make a measurable difference. Indians
consume 8 to 11 grams of salt a day, nearly
double the WHO’s recommended limit of
under 5 grams; reducing intake by reducing

sodium, potassium-enriched substitutes, can
be highly effective. A large Chinese trial fol-
lowed nearly 21,000 people for five years and
found such a substitute reduced strokes by 14
per cent, major cardiovascular events by 13 per
cent and deaths by 12 per cent. Diets rich in
fruits and vegetables, regular activity, manag-
ing weight, and limiting alcohol and tobacco
all help in controlling high blood pressure.
Routine check-ups, even when well, can catch
the condition before a catastrophic emergency.
Therefore, every adult should measure BP
around age 20 and every five years thereafter
if normal. Those with prehypertension (BP
120/80 to 140/90) should check annually, and
those diagnosed should stay compliant with
prescribed medication and follow a healthy
lifestyle.

Hypertension prevention does not demand
reinvention, only consistency. These modest
choices compound into a lower risk of heart
attacks and strokes that can upend not just one
life, but an entire family’s future. This World
Heart Day, the message is clear: do not wait for
symptoms that may never come. Know your
numbers, get checked, and encourage your
family to do the same. High blood pressure may
be silent, but our response must not be, and
the time to act is today.

The writer is the Executive Director,
Centre for Chronic Disease Control
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HC to hear Abhishek Banerjee’s
petition on his security cover

—

The Calcutta High Court will on October 6 hear a petition by
Mamata Banerjee’s TMC faction leader Abhishek Banerjee
over the "sudden withdrawal” of his Z-plus security cover
following the West Bengal assembly election results in
May. The Diamond Harbour MP's lawyer moved the court of
Justice Krishna Rao on Monday, seeking urgent hearing of
his petition. Justice Krishna Rao said the plea will be taken
up for hearing on October 6, and directed the petitioner to
serve notice upon the parties in the meantime. Abhishek
Banerjee's lawyer Ayan Bhattacharjee stated that his client
had been allotted Z-plus security cover since 2016.

Bhattacharjee said that in 2024, after an assessment of
the threat perception to Abhishek Banerjee by the Union
home ministry, the MP was granted Z-plus security cover all
over India. His counsel alleged that this security cover was
suddenly withdrawn following West Bengal assembly
election results in May, which BJP won.

(PTI)

SC stays Delhi HC order on
search of advocate’s office

The Supreme Court on Monday stayed the Delhi High Court
order that upheld the GST authorities’ search of a lawyer's
office and seizure of his computer. A bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and Sheel Nagu issued notice on lawyer
Puneet Batra's plea and stayed the HC's order. On
September 25, the top court asked the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) authorities not to proceed with analysis of data
seized from Advocate Puneet Batra's office till September
28. It had asked Additional Solicitor General S V Raju,
appearing for the authorities, not to take action till the court

hears the lawyer’s plea.

Batra challenged the Delhi High Court's September 18
judgment, which held that law enforcement agencies can
search a lawyer's office if there is prima facie evidence that
the legal professional has committed an offence.

Last week, the top court took note of submissions from
senior advocates Vikas Singh and N Hariharan and agreed
to list for urgent hearing a plea challenging the Delhi HC
judgment that upheld GST search of Batra’s office.

(PTI)

The Pi

oneey i

BHOPAL | TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 29, 2026

LAW

USTICE

SC to review plea against Sohrabuddin encounter acquittals

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to examine a
plea against the Bombay
High Court order that upheld
the acquittal of all 22 accused
in the alleged fake encounter
killings of gangster
Sohrabuddin Shaikh, his wife
Kausar Bi and aide Tulsiram
Prajapati in 2005, while
voicing concern that 92 wit-
nesses had turned hostile.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana issued notice on
the plea filed by Nayabuddin
Shaikh, brother of
Sohrabuddin Shaikh, chal-
lenging the May 7 judgment
of the High Court that acquit-
ted 21 police personnel from
Rajasthan and Gujaratand a
farmhouse owner.

The bench indicated it
would examine selected
witness statements relevant
to the acquittal.

“We would like to see

statements of some witness-
es. We are not summoning
the record. You give us what-
ever three-four statements
you feel are vital. We will
examine acquittal,” CJI said.

Justice Bagchi observed
that the fact that 92 prosecu-
tion witnesses had turned
hostile was a matter requir-
ing consideration, particu-
larly in assessing whether

the trial had been fair and
just. “Ninety-two witnesses
turning hostile is a concern.
Whether there was a fair
and just trial... that’s to be
considered,” Justice Bagchi
said. The High Court had dis-
missed appeals filed by
Rubabuddin and Nayabuddin
Shaikh against the December
2018 judgment of a special
CBI court in Mumbai, which

had acquitted all 22 accused.

The CBI had investigated
the case after the probe was
transferred to it by the
Supreme Court.

Of the 22 accused acquitted
in the case, 21 were police offi-
cers from Gujarat and
Rajasthan. The remaining
accused was the owner of a
farmhouse in Gujarat where,
according to the prosecu-

tion case, Sohrabuddin and
Kausar Bi were illegally
detained.

According to the prosecu-
tion case, Sohrabuddin, his
wife and Prajapati were trav-
elling by bus from Hyderabad
to Sangli in Maharashtra
when they were allegedly
taken into custody by a police
team on the night of
November 22-23, 2005.

The couple and Prajapati
were allegedly taken in sep-
arate vehicles. According to
the CBI, Sohrabuddin was
killed on November 26, 2005,
near Ahmedabad in an
encounter involving Gujarat
and Rajasthan police per-
sonnel. Kausar Bi was
allegedly killed three days
later. Prajapati, who was
lodged in Udaipur Central
Jail and was considered a key
witness to the alleged
encounter, was killed in a
police encounter near the
Gujarat-Rajasthan borderon
December 27, 2006.

In its judgment, the High
Court had held that there was

no ground to interfere with
the trial court’s acquittal.

It observed that the pros-
ecution case was based
largely on circumstantial evi-
dence and that several links
in the alleged chain of cir-
cumstances were missing.

The High Court had also
held that the prosecution
failed to establish that
Sohrabuddin Shaikh and
Kausar Bi were abducted by
Gujarat and Rajasthan police
personnel or that there was
a motive to stage a fake
encounter.

It further rejected the con-
tention that the trial was not
conducted properly merely
because 92 prosecution wit-
nesses had turned hostile.

The special CBI court, while
acquitting the accused in
December 2018, had held
that the prosecution failed to
establish a cogent case of a
conspiracy to kill
Sohrabuddin, Kausar Bi and
Prajapati or establish the
involvement of the accused
in such a conspiracy.

Collegium recommends three new judges for SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court Collegium
on Monday recommended
the elevation of three High
Court Chief Justices as judges
of the apex court. According to
the resolution issued by the
Supreme Court, the Collegium
recommended the elevation
of Justice Sunita Agarwal, Chief
Justice of the Gujarat High
Court, as judge of apex court.

The collegium also recom-
mended the name of Justice
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya,
ChiefJustice of the Delhi High
Court, as a judge of the apex
court. Justice Aparesh Kumar

Justice Sunita Agarwal

Justice DK Upadhyaya

Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh

Singh, Chief Justice of the High
Court for the State of
Telangana, is also recom-
mended for the judgeship at
the Supreme Court.

The recommendation was

made at the Collegium
meeting held on Monday.
Besides the (]I, Justices
Vikram Nath, BV Nagarathna,
M M Sundresh and P S
Narasimha were part of the

Supreme Court Collegium.
The Collegium's recommen-
dation will now be processed
in accordance with established
procedure for appointment of
judges to Supreme Court.

SC asks registry to forward petition on
adulterated medicines for consideration

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked its registry to
forward a copy of a petition
seeking a comprehensive
framework to curb the man-
ufacture and sale of counter-
feit and adulterated medi-
cines to authorities for consid-
eration. “Have you given any
suggestions to the authorities
before filing this petition?” a
bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana asked
petitioner Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay.

Upadhyay referred to the
“vacuum” in the existing
framework and said there
were reports about how fake
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cancer drugs were supplied to
many hospitals in Bengaluru.

“We will send your writ
petition to be treated as a rep-
resentation. That will be more
effective than keeping the
petition pending here,” the
bench observed.
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It noted that the petitioner
had not approached the
authorities before filing the
writ petition.

“In such circumstances
where different kinds of
actions are required to be
undertaken by the respon-

dents, we dispose of this writ
petition without expressing
any opinion on the merits
with a direction to the registry
to forward a copy of the writ
petition to the respondent
authorities for their consider-
ation,” the bench said.

In his PIL filed through advo-
cate Ashwani Kumar Dubey,
the petitioner had made the
union ministries of Health
and Family Welfare, Law and
Justice and Women and Child
Development, all states and
union territories and the Law
Commission as parties.

The plea sought directions
to the Centre and states to
complete investigations into
fake medicine cases within
three months and trials within
one year.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the Centre to
examine whether a statuto-
ry framework can be put in
place for social media inter-
mediaries to ensure that they
and other digital platforms
comply with Indian laws gov-
erning minors, including the
legal bar on children below
18 independently entering
into contracts. On September
10, a bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana had taken note of
submissions made by senior
advocate H S Phoolka,
appearing for petitioner NGO
‘Just Rights for Children
Alliance’, and sought respons-
es on the plea from the Union
ministries of electronics and
information technology, as
well as law and justice.
“We need some safe-
guards in India,” the bench
had said. The plea seeks safe-
guards for minors accessing
social media, and to ensure
no such platform enters into

Examine statuory safeguards
for minors: SC to Govt

a contract with a child below
18 years of age.

“Something can be done,
something should be done
and will be done. We have to
come back...” Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre,
told the bench on Monday.

Phoolka submitted that
contracts entered into by
minors are void under exist-
ing Indian law, and argued
that platforms should be
subject to enforceable oblig-
ations rather than merely
voluntary guidelines.

Justice Bagchi said the
requirement should not
remain confined to a guide-
line and asked the solicitor
general to examine whether
it could be incorporated in
statutory form under inter-
mediary rules.

“Please pass directions
under the intermediary rules
that they fashion their soft-
ware, or whatever the plat-
form is called, in conformity
with Indian law. The software
has to conform with Indian
law. That is our request,”
Justice Bagchi said.

Court acquits three in 2017 firing case

SC 1ssues contempt notice against Prof Bhrigu Nath
Singh, VC of RGNAU and aviation ministry officials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court of India
has issued contempt
notices against Bhrigu Nath
Singh, Vice Chancellor of
the Rajiv Gandhi National
Aviation University
(RGNAU), and senior offi-
cials of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation i.e. Samir Kumar
Sinha IAS, Secretary and
Madhu Sudan Sankar
(Lateral Entry, Joint
Secretary). Itis glaring to
note that Madhu Sudan
Sankar is a repeated con-
temnor of court orders,
who came from private
company and joined on 3
years contract as Joint
Secretary

This decisive step follows
repeated non compliance
with judicial directions,
including the Allahabad
High Court Single Bench
order (17 September 2021),
the Division Bench ruling
(17 December 2021),
Division Bench Order by
the CJ Court (22 May 2024 &
15 Jul 2024) and the
Supreme Court judgment
dated 21 May 2026, which
categorically quashed arbi-
trary & illegal administra-
tive actions against the
petitioner Jitendra Singh,
First Registrar of RGNAU.

The most disturbing fact
is that Visitor's Orders
being quashed not once
but twice for the same
cause, is indeed unprece-

dented in India's constitu-

tional and administrative
history. The President of
India, acting as Visitor to
central universities, issues
orders only after due
process and advice; for
those orders to be over-
turned twice by the judicia-
ry underscores the depth
of misrepresentation and
malafide intent involved
by the officials of RGNAU &
MoCA. Despite clear and
binding orders from the
highest judicial authori-
ties of the state & the
country, it is therefore a
matter of grave concern
that despite clear direc-
tions, Prof Bhrigu Nath
Singh (VC RGNAU), contin-
ue to actin openviolation

& wilful disregard of the
law. Such misconduct by
the VC also sets a danger-
ous precedence for stu-
dents and future leaders,
eroding respect for institu-
tions and undermining the
very values a university is
meant to impart.

The Supreme Court has
now taken cognizance of
this defiance, reinforcing
the principle that no
authority is above the
Constitution. The Court
underscored that respect
for judicial orders is non
negotiable. Any defiance
undermines governance,
erodes public trust, and
sets a dangerous prece-
dence for India's higher
education and public ser-

vants.

Itis to be noted that the
Jitendra Singh's case was
represented by country's
reputed senior advocate
of Supreme Court Paramjit
Singh Patwalia, assisted by
Anupam Lal Das and
Raktim Gogoi. And in the
Allahabad High Court, the
case a argued by renowned
senior advocate Dr Lalta
Prasad Misra.

It is expected that the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
and RGNAU to respond
lawfully to the contempt
notices promptly. Failure
to comply may attract

penal consequences,
including fines, removal
from office, and/or

imprisonment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A Delhi court has acquitted
three men accused of firing at
a man in Mundka in 2017,
saying that the prosecution
failed to prove the charges
beyond reasonable doubt as
the complainant and his
brother did not identify them
as the assailants.

Additional Sessions Judge
Shiv Kumar was hearing a
case against Amit alias Toto,
Rahul alias Kalu and another
Amit, who were accused of
charges under IPC Sections
307 (attempt to murder), 323
(voluntarily causing hurt) and

34 (common intention).

In an order dated
September 26, the court said,
“Complainant and brother of
complainant have not identi-
fied the accused persons in
the court as assailants and not
supported the case of prose-

cution... prosecution has
failed to prove all the charged
offences against the accused
persons.” Toto was also
acquitted of charges under
Sections 25 and 27 of the
Arms Act relating to posses-
sion and use of illegal firearm.
The caserelated to an inci-
dent on July 14, 2017, when
Devender alias Dholu was
allegedly assaulted and fired
at by a group of men at
Mundka’s Rani Khera Road.
According to the prosecu-
tion, the police later appre-
hended three men from
bushes near the Rani Khera
underpass. A pistol was
allegedly recovered from Toto

and two empty cartridges
were recovered from the spot.

However, during trial, the
complainant did not identify
any of the accused in court.
He told the court that it was
dark at the time of the inci-
dent and that he could not
identify the assailants. He
also denied that a pistol had
been recovered from Toto in
his presence. The com-
plainant’s brother, Joginder,
also failed to identify accused
and said he had not seen the
assailants. He denied that
the accused were arrested in
his presence or that the pistol
and cartridges were recov-
ered in his presence.

HC pulls up Jehanabad officials over neglect of Barabar Caves

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Patna

T

The Patna High Court has pulled up the
Jehanabad district administration over the
alleged neglect of the historic Barabar
Caves and sought details of revenue
generated from the annual Shravani
Mela and its utilisation for permanent
development of the site. Justice Rajiv Roy,
in an order passed on September 21,
observed that the administration
appeared to be interested in revenue col-
lection without adequately investing in
infrastructure at the Mauryan-era site.
“Certainly, the district administration is
only interested in the collection of
revenue with zero responsibility towards
investing the money back to build infra-
structure there,” the court said.

It was hearing a petition filed by
Rajballav Prasad, who had secured the
tender for the 2024-25 Barabar Shravani
Mela for %1.77 crore. The fair was halted

after a stampede on August 12, 2024, in
which seven people were killed and
several injured. The petitioner eventual-
ly deposited the entire tender amount,
with the final payment made on October
19,2024, but was later asked to pay %1.37
lakh as penalty for delayed payment.
“The petitioner deposited the entire
tender amount. Instead of appreciating
the same, he has now been slapped with
the penalty amount,”
terming the action “insensitiveness on the
part of the respondents” and saying it

the court said,

greenery.

“defies logic”. The court said the stampede

“clearly shows a mismanaged affair so far
as the district administration is con-
cerned” and noted that despite collect-
ing%1.77 crore for the fair, permanent facil-
ities at site remained inadequate.

“It has to be reiterated that the courts
have repeatedly held that money so
realised from a fair must be invested on
the upliftment of the area to ensure
proper sanitation, safety, improved infra-
structure on permanent basis,” the court
said, adding these facilities were lacking
“not only in year 2024 but till date”. The
court directed the Jehanabad District
Magistrate to submit details of revenue
generated from the Barabar Shravani Mela
during the last five years and the amount
spent on permanent development. It also
sought a blueprint covering permanent
toilets, year-round drinking water,
benches, vending zones, cleanliness and
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AdiVaani: Technology for the margins

Y

RANJANA
CHOPRA

India is home to over 700 tribal communities and
more than 100 distinct tribal languages and
dialects yet only a handful have a script, a dic-
tionary or any presence online. For a Gondi
speaking farmer trying to read a Government
health advisory or a Santhali student searching
for a word in a textbook, the digital world has,
until now, simply not spoken their language.
AdiVaani is changing that through one sentence,
one recording, one translated page at a time.

AdiVaani is an Al based translation and lan-
guage technology platform being developed
under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) by IIT
Delhi. Its mission is deceptively simple: build
tools that let English and Hindi speak to tribal
languages and let tribal languages speak back
in text and in voice and vice versa.

AdiVaani has gone live with four languages -
Santali, Mundari, Bhili and Gondi — with Kui and
Garo close behind, and a further eight languages,
including Katkari, Koya, Kokborok, Betta Kuruba,
Chodri, Thadou Kuki and Tangkhul, lined up
for the next phase.

A full toolkit, not just a translator

AdiVaani brings together a full toolkit under one
roof, not merely a translator. It offers Text-to-Text
Translation, converting English or Hindi text into
a tribal language and back again, instantly;
Speech-to-Text, which turns spoken tribal lan-
guage into text and offers a lifeline for languages
with few or no fluent readers; Text-to-Speech,
which generates natural spoken tribal-language
audio from written text so that non-literate
speakers can access information aurally; and
Speech-to-Speech, a cascaded pipeline that lets
two people speaking different languages under-
stand each other in near real time. The platform
also carries an Optical Character Recognition
feature that digitises old textbooks, folk manu-
scripts, primers and dictionaries existing only on
paper, often the last surviving record of a
dialect, alongside a public mobile App and Web
Access portal carrying dictionaries, learning

g
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modules and feedback tools for

continuous improvement.

Bringing the periphery to the centre

For decades, India’s tribal languages have
existed at the edge of the country’s digital and
administrative life rich in oral history, ecologi-
cal knowledge and cultural memory, yet almost
invisible to the internet, to Al systems and often
to policy itself. AdiVaani inverts that equation.
A welfare scheme notification, a health adviso-
ry or an NCERT textbook chapter that once
existed only in Hindi or English can now be ren-
dered accurately and respectfully into Santali or
Bhili and read aloud to someone who cannot
read at all. Government officials, teachers, and
health workers can, in turn, understand what a
tribal citizen is trying to communicate in their
own words. The traffic runs both ways and that
is the point: AdiVaani is not simply “giving” tribal
communities access to the mainstream; it is

on
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reproducible, benchmarked dataset
for some of the world’s most under
documented languages. Civil ser-
vants, doctors, teachers and NGO
field workers posted in tribal districts
most of whom are not themselves
tribal get a real time translation com-
panion that turns awkward, error
prone communication into genuine
dialogue. Students of linguistics and
anthropology gain digitised manu-

giving the mainstream access to tribal India.

The project treats tribal languages not as data
sources for Al but as living knowledge systems
connected to oral tradition, agriculture, ecology
and community identity.

Not just for tribal India — A platform

for everyone
AdiVaani’s promise extends well beyond tribal
households. Researchers and linguists gain a

scripts and oral archives that would otherwise
decay unseen in local libraries. And every
Indian, tribal or not inherits a small but mean-
ingful correction to the digital record: lan-
guages that were at risk of existing only in
memory now have a searchable, speakable,
teachable home online.This is what makes
AdiVaani more than a translation app, it is public
infrastructure for inclusion, built the way inclu-
sion should be built: with the community at the

centre, not at the receiving end.

Community first, technology second

AdiVaani’s most distinctive feature may not be
its models at all but its method. Native speak-
ers, translators, field linguists and community
elders are treated as knowledge partners not just
annotators. Every dataset passes through a
maker checker superchecker workflow, where
community validators catch the subtle ways Al
tends to “flatten” a minority language toward
Hindi or English,a dropped suffix, an over nor-
malised idiom, a lost oral register. Machine gen-
erated translations are never treated as final: they
return to native speakers for correction before
they re enter the corpus. It is Al development
grounded in consent, cultural respect and the
recognition thatalanguage is not a datasetitis
a way a people remembers itself.

This is where the State Tribal Research
Institutes (TRIS) become indispensable. Long
before a sentence reaches an Al model, it is the
TRIs in Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and elsewhere that anchor the entire
corpus-building effort on the ground - mobilis-
ing native speakers, verifying dialectal variations
across villages and blocks, and vetting every
translated or transcribed sample before it is
accepted into the training data. Their field
knowledge decides which recordings are authen-
tic and which idioms have been flattened in
translation, making them the frontline check
between raw community language and a usable
digital corpus. Without this continuous, on-the-
ground vetting by the TRIs, the models AdiVaani
builds would carry the very distortions the
project was set up to avoid.

Looking ahead

AdiVaani’s work is far from finished. Over the next
nine months, it plans to add ten more languages
improve its speech recognition and voice tech-
nology, and build much larger collections of ver-
ified recordings reaching hundreds of thousands
perlanguage. But beyond the numbers, AdiVaani
stands for something bigger: proof that technol-
ogy can protect and support tribal languages
instead of erasing them. In a country where lan-
guages are vanishing every few years, AdiVaani
gives tribal communities a way to be heard in
their own voices, on their own terms and gives
the rest of India a reason finally to listen.

The author is Secretary, Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs

The machine age, read at last from India

The world’s Al bookshelf has long spoken with an American accent. In an eight-volume series, IAS officer
Dr Manish Ranjan gives the machine age an Indian voice — and gives the anxious general reader what has

lag

" DRMANISH
?/ "~ RANJAN
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A strange weather has settled over our
conversations. In drawing rooms and
departmental canteens, in coaching
centres and boardrooms, the same two
questions circle endlessly: What exactly
is this Artificial Intelligence? And what
is it going to do - to my work, my chil-
dren, my country? The buzz is every-
where; the understanding, almost
nowhere. Between the salesmen of the
future promising paradise and the
prophets of doom promising apoca-
lypse, the ordinary Indian reader has
stood unattended - anxious, curious,
and largely uninformed.

It has taken a serving administrator
to attend to them. Dr. Manish Ranjan
of the Indian Administrative Service has
produced, in eight volumes, what may
be described as the first complete
Indian atlas of the machine age -
written with deep analysis, current
data and patient research, and illumi-
nated throughout by case studies
drawn from across the world and
from within India. The series’ quiet
ambition is announced by its architec-
ture: eight books, eight dimensions of
a single subject - Artificial Intelligence,
its knowledge, its systems, its impact.

The journey is designed like a well-
planned expedition. Base camp is
“Artificial Intelligence: Concepts and
Applications,” which does the patient,
foundational work - what this technol-
ogy actually is, and where it already
operates, unnoticed, in our daily lives.
From there the

been missing all along: clarity

set, mapping the professions that will
flourish and the human capacities - judg-
ment, empathy, creativity, accountabil-
ity - that no algorithm can replicate.

Two volumes then venture into ter-
ritory where technology writing rarely
dares. “The New Psychology of Love:
Human Hearts, Machine Minds” exam-
ines how Al is quietly rearranging our
personal, social and professional rela-
tionships - and, more unsettlingly, our
very perception of what is real. Its
darker sibling takes up that theme as
a battle cry: framed as the human
fight for your mind, your identity and
a reality of your own, “Al and the War
for Truth” confronts deepfakes, engi-
neered misinformation and the new
generation of cyber crimes - dangers
that have already emptied bank
accounts and reputations across the
world, and that arrive in India with par-
ticular force in an election-rich,
WhatsApp-forward society.

The final ascent is the boldest. “Will
Artificial Intelligence Enslave Humans by
2033?” examines, with striking candour,
the race between

ascent begins. “Al
for Everyone: How
Al Turns the Promise
of Equality into
Reality” confronts
the question on

NARTIFICIAL
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human control and
machine capability -
and locates the true
danger notin rebellious
machines but in
resigned humans. And

which this century may turn: will Al
become the great equaliser - the tutor
beside the furthest child, the doctor’s
knowledge at the poorest door - or
a new and more efficient instrument
of division? Dr. Ranjan does not flinch
from either possibility, and it is
precisely this honesty that gives his
hope its weight.

“The Future of Humans in the Age of
Al” lifts the gaze to what human learn-
ing, labour and society will look like
when intelligent machines become our
constant companions. Then the series
turns to the reader’s most immediate
worry - the working professional’s
future. “20 Careers That Will Win by
2033: How to Stay Valuable When Al
Rewrites the Rules of Work” is perhaps
the most practically useful volume of the

“Win the Al Decade: The New Rules of
Work, Wealth and Success” plants the
summit flag: a practical playbook for
prospering in the ten years that will
decide the next hundred.

Now to what makes this series his-
toric rather than merely comprehen-
sive. Until now, nearly every notable
book on Al has been written through
an American lens - American compa-
nies, American anxieties, American
case studies - leaving the Indian reader
to translate someone else’s future
into his own. For the first time, a
series maintains genuine balance:
global research standing shoulder to
shoulder with Indian aspirations; inter-
national examples alongside the initia-
tives underway in our states; and a
serious, sustained reckoning with what

the future of Al in India actually looks
like. Nowhere is the author’s vantage
more valuable than in the chapters on
governance — for who better than a
serving administrator to see how Al will
transform the delivery of public services,
the functioning of the welfare state, and
the daily transaction between citizen
and sarkar?

Aword on the prose, because it is the
series’ secret weapon. The language is
engaging and research-rich, yet
scrubbed entirely of technical jargon -
written in words a general reader can
comprehend, and better still, enjoy. Not
one line of code is required of the
reader; only curiosity.

If the eight volumes had to be distilled
into five sentences, they would perhaps
be these. That Al is a tool and not a
destiny - it will amplify whatever values
we bring to it, and its direction remains
a human choice. That understanding Al
is now a civic necessity - the truly dis-
advantaged of this age will not be
those who cannot code, but those who
cannot question. That we must not
compete with machines but compound
with them, building careers on the
judgment, empathy and accountability
no machine possesses. That truth itself
now needs defending - pause before
believing, verify before sharing - and
every alert citizen is a soldier in that war.
And that a machine can attend to you,
but only a human being can choose you
- technology must serve our relation-
ships, never substitute for them.

The books are available online across
all major platforms, and they reward the
reader with something this noisy
decade rarely offers: clarity, and a
certain calm courage about what is
coming. Read them for the analysis; stay
for the humanity. Artificial Intelligence,
in these pages, is not merely explained.
Itis, atlong last, demystified - and in an
Indian voice.

The author is an IAS and the author of the eight-book
series The Al Series: From Al Basics to the Future. An
alumnus of the Goldman School of Public Policy,
University of California, Berkeley, and the Said
Business School, University of Oxford, he writes on
Artificial Intelligence, society and the human future

China’s eyes, Pakistan’s finger, India’s risk

Xi promised Trump that Al will stay under human control. But a human in the loop means little

NISHANT
SAHDEV

There is one sentence that hit me. It was
spoken last July by India’s Deputy
Army Chief, Lt. Gen. Rahul R Singh.
Describing Operation Sindoor, he said
that when the two sides’ military oper-
ations chiefs spoke on the hotline,
Pakistan already knew which important
Indian weapon system was “primed
and ready for action”, and asked India
to pull it back. Then came the sentence:
“He was getting live inputs from China.”

As a country, we heard this, filed it
under “China-Pakistan collusion”,
grumbled for a day and moved on. |
think that was a serious mistake. That
sentence is the most important thing
any Indian official has said about
nuclear danger in years, and we have
not yet understood what it means.

Here is my argument. The world is
worried that one day a nuclear power
will hand its button to a machine. That
isareal fear,and | wrote aboutitin my
last week’s column. But India faces a
nearer and stranger danger. Pakistan
will not need to hand its button to a
machine. Itis already handing its eyes
to China. And in the age of Al, whoever
controls the eyes increasingly con-
trols the decision.

The bargain that kept us alive

Why has nuclear deterrence worked for
80 years? Not because leaders are
wise. It has worked because of a brutal
bargain: the person who decides to fire
is also the person whose own cities will
burn. Fear and responsibility sit in the
same chair. That is what makes a
leader pause.

What Lt Gen Singh described breaks
that bargain. In the next India
-Pakistan crisis, the eyes may sit in
Beijing, the finger in Rawalpindi, and
the risk in Delhi, Mumbai and Lahore.
China would help shape the picture on
which a nuclear-armed army acts,
while its own cities stay out of harm’s
way. That is influence without expo-
sure. It is the most dangerous kind of
power there is, because it carries no
reason to be careful.

Beijing played down the General’s
claim, and I accept it is the Indian
Army’s assessment rather than a
proven fact. But nobody should doubt
the direction. Around 80 per cent of
Pakistan’s imported weapons now
come from China. Its jets, missiles, air
defences and drones are Chinese. It
would be naive to think the data that
guides them will be anything else.
Doubt on trusting a borrowed detector

I have spent my working life around
scientific instruments, and they teach
you one lesson early: never trust a result
from a detector you did not build, cal-

when the loop runs through Beijing

ibrate or understand. Detectors see
ghosts. They mistake noise for signal.
That is why it’s difficult to announces
a discovery on the strength of some-
body else’s black box.

Now think about what Al does to a
war room. It does not just pass on pho-
tographs. It delivers conclusions:
“launcher identified”, “missile armed”,
“strike likely”. It delivers them in
seconds, in a region where a missile can
cross the border in under ten minutes.
And it delivers them with a confidence
that tired, frightened human beings find
almost impossible to resist.

So picture the moment that matters
most. A Pakistani general, in the worst
hour of his career, looks at a clean, con-
fident screen. He did not build the
system. He does not know what data
trained it. He cannot know what its
makers chose to show him and what
they chose to leave out. Yet on that
screen may rest a decision about
nuclear escalation.

And we must be clear-eyed about the
interests of the country that builds the
screen. | do not believe Beijing wants
a nuclear war in South Asia. No sane
state does. But China gains when India
is pinned down on its western front. Lt
Gen Singh called it killing an enemy
“with a borrowed knife”. He also said
China was treating the conflict as a “live
lab” for its weapons. A laboratory
needs test subjects. In that experiment,
India is on the other side of the glass.
The hollow heart of “human control”
This is why I found the Washington
summit’s language on Al so unsatisfy-
ing. Xi Jinping told President Trump that
Al must always remain “under human
control”. The two sides agreed to set up
a channel for Al incidents. Fine words,
and a useful step.

But human control of what, exactly?
Every major pledge so far, including the
one Joe Biden and Xi made in 2024, is
about a country’s own trigger. None of
them says a word about the targeting
data a country pours into a friend’s war.
By this definition, a Pakistani general
acting on a Chinese machine’s verdict
counts as a “human in the loop”.

I say a human in the loop is only as
good as the loop. If the loop runs
through a third capital, with its own
software and its own agenda, then the
human at the end of it is not in control

in any sense that matters. He is simply
the last person to press the button.

Physicists have a name for this kind
of trouble. Two bodies moving under
each other’s pull are predictable. Add
a third, and they are not: a tiny nudge
can send the whole system some-
where nobody chose. Washington and
Beijing have been working on a two-
body problem. South Asia is a three-
body problem, and no hotline between
two capitals can fix it.

Let us be honest about ourselves
Some will say India is being hypocriti-
cal. We, too, receive intelligence from
friends. Since 2020, India and the
United States have shared geospatial
data under the BECA agreement.

That objection deserves an answer,
and here it is. The problem is not that
friends share information. It is live,
automated targeting support flowing
into a nuclear crisis from a country
that bears none of the risk. India
should argue for a rule, not against a
country, and it should be willing to live
by that rule itself. That is what gives
the argument its force. A principle
India applies to its own partners is one
Beijing will struggle to reject without
revealing its intentions.

What India must do

First, India should draw the line out
loud. Any country that feeds live target-
ing data or Al-driven intelligence to a
side fighting India should be treated as
a participant in that conflict, not a
bystander. This is not a threat of war.
Itis a statement of consequences, and
India is not without leverage. Our
trade deficit with China crossed $110
billion last year. Beijing cannot be our
trading partner in peacetime and our
adversary’s eyes in wartime.

Second, India must build its own
eyes. The answer to a borrowed eye
is a sovereign one. The 52 military sur-
veillance satellites the Government
approved in 2024 should be treated
as urgent, because in a crisis the side
that sees clearly is the side least
likely to panic.

Please read the complete article
online at dailypioneer.com

The author is a physicist at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and
a contributing opinion writer at
The Wall Street Journal
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UK |
RAF base threat
probe widens

The UK's Counter
Terrorism Policing (CTP)
on Monday said that all
five men arrested on
suspicion of terror
charges over an
explosives threat to a
Royal Air Force (RAF) base
are British nationals aged
in their 20s.

CTP are leading the
investigation after three
suspicious vehicles
travelling towards RAF
Fairford in south-west
England were intercepted
by armed officers on
Sunday.

It led to five arrests in
the Whelford area of
Gloucestershire on
suspicion of committing
offences under the UK
Explosives Act and further
on suspicion of
preparation of a terrorist
act, contrary to Section 5
of the Terrorism Act.

"The [London-based]
men are being held under
the Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE) and a
custody extension has
been secured until later
today,” CTP said in a
statement.

Floodwaters
begins to recede

(PTI)

Floodwaters in Bangkok
capital were slowly
receding on Monday
after continuous rainfall
over the weekend,
although some
neighbourhoods and
major roads remained
inundated.

Rain continued
intermittently, but
Bangkok city officials
said conditions had
improved enough to
accelerate drainage
efforts. Water levels in
four main canals had
risen too high over the
weekend to take in
runoff from surrounding
communities.More rain
was forecast across much
of Thailand, although
Bangkok was expected
to receive less. The
weekend flooding
affected 3,29,000
households, or about
7,00,000 people, the
Bangkok Flood Control
Centre reported,
according to Deputy Gov.
Tavida Kamolvej.

Gov Chadchart
Sittipunt declared a
flood emergency
Saturday across all 50
city districts, although
some were relatively
unscathed. He said
authorities were
prioritizing assistance for
vulnerable residents,
including older people
and those with
disabilities, bydelivering
supplies or evacuating
them. City officials said
nearly 7,000 people were
staying in shelters.  (AP)

What Bhagat Singh'’s Iegacy means beyond martyrdom

SURJIT SINGH FLORA

Bhagat Singh was 23 when British
authorities hanged him in Lahore
on March 23, 1931. His execution
helped make him one of India’s
best-known revolutionaries. Yet
the story of his lasting influence is
larger than the courage he showed
in prison or the anger his death
provoked. Singh wanted British
rule to end. He also argued that
independence would mean little if
workers and the poor remained
subject to exploitation. His social-
ism, secular politics and faith in
reason gave his revolutionary
commitment a broader purpose.

At the same time, his use of polit-
ical violence, including an act that
killed a police officer, remains dif-
ficult to defend. Any serious
account of Singh must hold these
facts together. His courage mat-
tered, but so did his ideas and the
human consequences of his
actions.Born in Punjab in 1907,
Singh came of age amid growing
resistance to British rule.

He joined the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association, or HSRA, a
revolutionary organisation that
soughtindependence and a social-
istrepublic. Its members accepted
the risks of arrest, imprisonment
and death.Those risks weren’t
abstract. Singh spent his early 20s
organising and writing under the
threat of surveillance and prosecu-
tion. Stories about his private life,
including a frequently repeated
account that he refused to marry,
have become part of his public
image.

His political record offers clearer
evidence of his priorities: he gave
his youth to a cause that could cost
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him his future. In December 1928,
Singh and fellow revolutionary
Rajguru killed police officer John
Saunders in Lahore. The attack fol-
lowed the death of nationalist
leader Lala Lajpat Rai after police
assaulted demonstrators. Accounts
commonly identify officer James A.
Scott as the intended target, but
the familiar version of the killing
as a simple case of mistaken iden-
tity is not certain. Saunders was
killed, and the motive doesn’t
erase that fact.The case became
central to the prosecution of Singh
and his comrades. Authorities
hanged Singh, Rajguru and
Sukhdev on March 23, 1931.

Their deaths brought grief and
anger across India, but their signif-
icance rests on more than the spec-
tacle of execution.Singh’s political
vision challenged the idea that
independence alone would deliver
justice. By the late 1920s, the HSRA
had adopted socialism as a goal.

Singh argued that transferring
power from British officials to
Indian elites wouldn’t be enough
if most people remained poor and
powerless. Freedom, in his view,
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had to change the conditions under
which ordinary Indians lived.He left
no complete plan for governing an
independent India. His writings
nevertheless make clear that he
saw political freedom and econom-
ic equality as connected.

A country could govern itselfand
still leave workers exploited. The
question of who ruled India, he
argued, couldn’t be separated
from the question of who benefit-
ed from its wealth and power.
Singh also opposed religious divi-
sions in politics. He believed
people from different communities
could join a common struggle
against colonial rule and social
injustice.

His essay “Why I Am an Atheist,”
written in prison in 1930, reflects
his willingness to examine belief
through reason rather than accept
it on authority. The essay is a per-
sonal argument, not evidence that
the independence movement
shared his atheism. That habit of
questioning shaped his under-
standing of revolution. Singh wrote
essays, letters and public state-
ments, and he insisted that ideas

must guide political action.

His jail notebook and writing for
young activists reveal a thinker
who continued to read and argue
while imprisoned. They offer a
fuller portrait than images of him
at the gallows or slogans detached
from his politics.His actions,
however, weren’t all the same. On
April 8, 1929, Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt threw low-inten-
sity bombs in the Central
Legislative Assembly in Delhi. They
stayed at the scene and submitted
to arrest.

The bombing was designed as a
symbolic protest against colonial
laws, not as an attempt to kill. That
intent explains the act’s political
purpose, but it doesn’t erase the
risks of using explosives in a public
chamber. The Assembly bombing
also differed sharply from the
killing of Saunders. One took a life;
the other sought publicity without
intending to kill.

Treating them as interchange-
able obscures both Singh’s strate-
gy and the moral questions it
raises. In jail, Singh joined a hunger
strike demanding political-pris-

oner status and equal treatment
for Indian prisoners.

The protest focused attention on
prison conditions and the unequal
treatment of inmates.
Revolutionary Jatin Das died during
the strike, bringing further public
scrutiny to the authorities’ han-
dling of prisoners. The strike didn’t
secure every demand, butit made
prison treatment part of the wider
political debate.Singh and his com-
rades also used their trial as a plat-
form. The proceedings gave them
an opportunity to challenge British
rule before an audience far larger
than those who attended revolu-
tionary meetings.

That visibility turned a criminal
prosecution into a political argu-
ment. It didn’t end colonial rule or
settle whether revolutionary vio-
lence was justified, but it helped
spread Singh’s ideas.The HSRA
was only one part of India’s inde-
pendence movement.

Mass protests, labor and farmer
organizing, political negotiations
and nonviolent civil disobedience
also challenged British authority.
Gandhi’s campaigns relied on non-
violent resistance and broad public
participation. Singh and his com-
rades accepted political violence.

Their methods differed, but
both drew attention to a govern-
ment that denied Indians control
over their political future. Singh’s
fame shouldn’t be mistaken for a
claim that he alone secured inde-
pendence. India’s freedom came
through the efforts of many people
and organisations over decades.

His distinctive contribution was
to insist that ending colonial rule
wasn’tenough if the new nation pre-
served deep economic inequali-
ties. Today, Singh remains a figure
of public commemoration and
debate. March 23 is observed in India
as Shaheed Diwas, or Martyrs’ Day,
in memory of Singh, Rajguru and
Sukhdev. Students, activists, labor
groups, writers and filmmakers
continue to draw on his image.
Some emphasise his patriotism

and willingness to face death; others
focus on his socialism, secularism or
criticism of inequality.

Commemoration can simplify a
life. The fearless martyr is easier to
celebrate than the political thinker
who questioned religious author-
ity and argued over class. A slogan
about revolution can obscure what
Singh believed revolution should
achieve.

His legacy is more meaningful
when his ideas remain attached to
the familiar image. His methods
also demand scrutiny. Killing
Saunders was a deliberate, lethal
act, even if Singh and his comrades
believed they were retaliating
against colonial violence. The
Assembly bombing had a different
purpose, but it still involved explo-
sives and risked harm.

Admiration for Singh’s opposition
to British rule doesn’t require accept-
ing every tactic as justified.Accounts
of his final words and private con-
versations often circulate without
firm evidence. The same care is
needed with the date of his birth,
which historical accounts place on
September 27 or 28, 1907.

September 28 is widely used for
commemorations, but that con-
vention doesn’t erase the uncer-
tainty. Accuracy matters because
the record of Singh’s writing, trial
and actions is substantial enough
without embellishment.Bhagat
Singh remains important because
his demand for freedom extended
beyond the end of British rule.

He wanted a society in which
ordinary people had a fairer share
of power and resources. His exe-
cution made him a martyr; his
writings show the political ques-
tions that martyrdom alone
cannot answer. Remembering
him fully means honoring his
courage while confronting both
the life taken at Lahore and the
ideals he wanted an indepen-
dent India to pursue.

The author is a veteran journalist and
freelance writer based in Brampton Canada

Russian drones pound civilian areas in Ukraine

India joins SCO coordinators’ meeting in

HANNA ARHIROVA /BARRY
HATTON ® Kyiv

Russia’s round-the-clock
bombardment of targets in
Ukraine killed at least three
civilians and wounded 41
others, officials said Monday,
while Ukraine’s army
claimed more successesina
recent push on the front
line.

The attacks followed a
week of diplomatic efforts at
the United Nations to get
traction for negotiations on
ending Moscow’s invasion
that began 4% years ago.

Battlefield positions have
changed little since last year,
in part because swarms of
drones severely restrict
troop movements, but Kyiv’s
forces launched a recent
offensive, codenamed
Operation Vivaldi, on part of
the 1,250-kilometer (800-
mile) front line. Ukraine’s
Third Army Corps said
Monday it had recaptured
another 51 square kilometers
(20 square miles) from the
Russians, bringing the total
to 176 square kilometers (68
square miles) since the offen-
sive began several months
ago.

The corps said that in

order to break through
Russian defenses, it convert-
ed Soviet-era BTR-60
armored personnel carriers
into kamikaze vehicles that
blew up the strongest
Russian fortifications. The
operation has also used
ground robots to attack
Russian positions.

The claimed break-
throughs came in the
Donetsk region of eastern
Ukraine, which the bigger
Russian army has been
trying in vain to conquer.

Russian officials made no
immediate comment on the
Ukrainian claim. Russia’s
Defense Ministry, mean-
while, said that Russian
troops captured the villages
of Novovodiane in the
Donetsk region and Ulanove

in the northern Sumy region.

It was not possible to
independently verify the
claims.

The ceaseless Russian
drone attacks on cities and
towns aim to wear down
Ukraine’s resistance and
cripple the Ukrainian
economy.

Russia’s Defense Ministry
said its forces struck two
data centers in Kyiv, as well
as gas stations in the
Ukrainian capital. A distrib-
ution hub belonging to Nova
Poshta postal service was
struck in the southern city of
Odesa, it said.

The Russian military also
hit a cargo ship in the Black
Sea and another one in the
Ukrainian port of
Chornomorsk, the ministry

said. The strikes aim to curb
Ukraine’s grain exports,
though they may also create
food shortages in countries
that rely on Ukrainian
imports.

The Russian aerial attacks
regularly hit civilian areas.
Moscow claims it targets
only military-related sites.

Russian drone attacks on
the Kyiv region killed three
people and wounded eight,
said Tymur Tkachenko, head
of the regional military
administration.

A Russian strike on a nine-
story apartment building in
the northeastern city of
Kharkivwounded 38 people,
including 10 children, Mayor
Ihor Terekhov said.

Four people, including
two teenage girls, were hurt
when a Russian drone struck
aresidential area in northern
Ukraine’s Chernihiv region
on Sunday evening, said
Viacheslav Chaus, head of
the regional military admin-
istration.

Ukrainian long-range
drones have targeted fuel
depots and industrial
plants deep inside Russia
that are a mainstay of
Moscow’s economy and
war effort. (AP)

Islamabad under Paklstan s chairmanship

ASHOKE RAJ M New Delhi

India is participating in the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Council
of National Coordinators
meeting in Islamabad from
September 28 to 30, as
Pakistan begins its 2026-27
chairmanship of the organisa-
tion’s Council of Heads of
State. Indian Joint Secretary
and National Coordinator
Alok Dimri is expected to
lead the Indian delegation at
the three-day meeting, which
is among the first major SCO
engagements under
Pakistan’s chairmanship.

National coordinators from
SCO member states and rep-
resentatives of the SCO
Secretariat are attending the
meeting. Discussions are
focused on coordinating the
organisation’s activities, final-
ising the programme for
Pakistan’s chairmanship,
preparing for upcoming
meetings and events, and
addressing other matters on
the SCO agenda.

Pakistan assumed the SCO
chairmanship from
Kyrgyzstan earlier this month.
It has adopted the theme

“Turning Vision into Action:
Connectivity, Innovation and
Shared Prosperity” for its
tenure, with connectivity,
innovation, economic coop-
eration and people-to-people
contacts identified
among its priorities.

India’s participation comes
amid continuing differences
between New Delhi and
Islamabad. However, the two
countries have continued to
engage through SCO mecha-
nisms since becoming full
members of the organisation
in 2017.

India has previously attend-
ed SCO meetings hosted by
Pakistan. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar trav-
elled to Islamabad in October
2024 for the SCO Council of
Heads of Government
meeting. An Indian delegation

also attended an SCO meeting
of heads of border services in
Islamabad in July 2026,
according to reports.
Security cooperation is
another important area of
the SCO’s work. The organisa-
tion addresses issues includ-
ing terrorism, separatism and
extremism through mecha-
nisms such as the Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (SCO-
RATS). India has consistently
raised counterterrorism con-
cerns at international forums
and remains involved in SCO
security-related activities.
The current meeting is pri-
marily focused on coordina-
tion of the SCO’s programme
under Pakistan’s chairman-
ship rather than bilateral
India-Pakistan discussions.
The series of meetings
during Pakistan’s tenure will
lead towards the SCO Council
of Heads of State summit,
scheduled to be held in
Islamabad in August 2027.
Pakistan has said leaders of all
member states will be invited.
Reports have indicated that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is expected to receive an invi-
tation, although his participa-
tion has not been confirmed.

China, US slash tariffs on $30 billion on imports: Chinese Commerce Ministry

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Beijing

China and the US have agreed
on 10 outcomes from their
latest economic and trade
talks, including reciprocal tariff
reductions on $30 billion
worth of imports and the
arrangement for the artificial
intelligence (Al) dialogue, the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce
(MOFCOM) said on Monday.
The economic and trade
teams of the two sides held
consultations in New York
and Washington from
September 20 to 23, ahead of
the summit meeting between
President Xi Jinping and his US
counterpart Donald Trump.
Significantly, Trump was
silent about the Lindsey O.
Graham Sanctioning Russia
and Iran Act of 2026 that
authorises him to impose
sanctions on Russia and steep
tariffs on its trading partners
in oil and gas, including India
and China. China has rejected
US attempts to impose tariffs
on its purchases of Russian oil
and gas, saying normal trade
cooperation between coun-
tries should not be subject to

L

US president Donald Trump along with Chinese counterpart Xi Jingping

third-party interference. The
two sides did not mention
thornierissues such as export
controls on rare earths in
their latest statements.
“China’s dominance in the
mining and processing of key
rare earths and other critical
minerals is the strongest card
ithas in its negotiations with
the US,” Alfredo Montufar-
Helu, the China-based manag-
ing director at Ankura

Consulting, told Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post.

China accounts for about 70
per cent of global rare earth
mining and nearly 90 per
cent of their processing. The
minerals are critical for man-
ufacturing electronics, auto-
mobiles, wind energy, and
defence equipment and a
host of modern gadgets.

China and the US have

agreed to reduce tariffs on
about USD 30 billion worth of
imports from each otheron a
reciprocal basis, with tariffs on
about 90 per cent of the prod-
ucts on each side to be
lowered to most-favoured-
nation (MFN) rates, according
to the MOFCOM.

Under the agreement, the
US will reduce tariffs on about
$ 30 billion worth of imports
from China, including toys,

home appliances, baby prod-

ucts, kitchen and bathroom
products.

China will reduce tariffs on
about $30 billion worth of
imports from the US, including
agricultural products, person-
al care products, medical
devices and coal, official
media here reported, citing
MOFCOM.

The two sides agreed to
jointly release their respective
lists of products subject to the
tariff reductions. The reduc-
tions will take effect simulta-
neously after both sides com-
plete their respective domes-
tic legal procedures, state-
run Global Times reported,
quoting MOFCOM.

The arrangement will help
stabilise China-US trade and
create more favourable con-
ditions for exports of rele-
vant Chinese products to the
US, while also helping meet
domestic market demand and
strengthen bilateral trade
cooperation in areas including
agricultural products, energy,
manufactured goods and con-
sumer products, MOFCOM
said.

Observers said the tariff

reductions were modest con-
sidering the US-China trade
amounted to about USD 414.7
billion in 2025, with Chinese
exports amounting to over
$308 billion and US exports
totalling around USD 106.3
billion.

As part of the positive out-
comes, China and the US have
agreed to establish a China-US
Board of Trade under the
bilateral economic and trade
consultation mechanism, with
the main task of improving
two-way trade, the MOFCOM
said.

The economic and trade
teams from both sides have
reached a consensus regard-
ing the board’s mandate,
structure, responsibilities, and
consultation arrangements;
details will be released subse-
quently, it said.

Notably, tariffs on China’s
coal imports from the US will
be included in the “USD 30
billion for USD 30 billion” rec-
iprocal tariff reduction frame-
work, as part of the consensus
reached by the Chinese and
US economic and trade teams.
This will facilitate China’s coal
imports from the US in both

2027 and 2028.

The MOFCOM noted that
coal imports from the US
would be a useful supple-
ment to China’s domestic coal
market while bringing stable
revenue and jobs to the US
coal industry. They would also
help stabilise and expand
bilateral trade, the MOFCOM
official said.

“It is hoped that, through
joint efforts, China and the US
will continue to deepen coop-
eration in the coal sectorand
achieve mutual benefits,” the
official said.

Agricultural products are
also included in the reciprocal
tariff reduction framework as
agreed in principle in the
bilateral economic and trade
consultation in May.

Against this backdrop, the
two sides have agreed in this
round of talks to establish an
agricultural working group
under the Board of Trade,
with relevant regulatory agen-
cies from both countries par-
ticipating, it said.

The board is also expected
to provide an important plat-
form and institutional guaran-
tee for “lengthening the list of

cooperation and shortening
the list of problems in the eco-
nomic and trade field,” and to
help keep China-US econom-
ic and trade relations on a
stable, positive track, the
MOFCOM said.

Another highlight of the
outcomes is the creation of
the Al dialogue. The two sides
agreed that under the China-
US economic and trade con-
sultation mechanism, they
would establish an Al dia-
logue. They have held the
first session, exchanging views
on the risks and benefits of Al,
according to the MOFCOM.

China and the US have
agreed to convene the next Al
dialogue before the end of
November, and to set up a
communication channel for
Al-related incidents, it added.

China and the US have also
agreed to extend the Kuala
Lumpur trade arrangement,
under which certain tariff
and non-tariff measures were
suspended through
November 10, 2026, to January
10, 2027, while continuing
active discussions aimed at
reaching a solution agreed by
both sides.
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Plan rabi sowing scientifically:
Agriculture Minister tells States
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Sensex tanks 1,124 pts, hits 6-month low

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Stock markets tumbled on
Monday, with the benchmark
Sensex plunging 1,124 points
to a six-month low and the
Nifty closing below 22,800 as
surging crude oil prices,
geopolitical uncertainties,
and weak global trends hit
investor sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 1,124.02 points, or 1.52
per cent, to settle at 72,771.72,
the lowest closing level since
March 30, 2026. During the
day, it lost 1,179.51 points, or
1.59 per cent, to 72,716.23.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 360.25 points, or
1.56 per cent, to end ata near
six-month low of 22,780.25. As
many as 47 Nifty shares

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on

Monday asked state governments to approach the
upcoming rabi season with scientific planning, keeping
in mind the drought and water scarcity that some
regions faced during the just-concluded kharif season
due to climate change.

Addressing a two-day national conference on
preparedness for the rabi (winter) season, Chouhan said,
“When we speak of the Rabi season, we must also
consider the Kharif season, which caused great concern
because of climate change. Weather patterns have
shifted.” He said kharif crops had been affected in
places, though they had not failed everywhere. “In many
places the crop is very good, but there is a threat of
drought and water scarcity in some regions,” he said,
adding that rainfall had been excellent in some areas
and below average in others.

"l urge state officials to approach Rabi planning
scientifically by assessing water availability and soil
moisture in specific regions and making advance
arrangements for irrigation water,” he noted.

“Since water resources are limited, we must plan
strategically and must not delay preparations,” he said,
stressing the need to plan for pre-sowing and
subsequent irrigation. Crop selection, he said, must
align with water availability rather than favour water-

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty have dropped
more than 5 per cent over
the past month, wiping out
% 17.17 lakh crore in investor
wealth as surging crude oil
prices, geopolitical uncer-
tainties, and elevated bond
yields dampened market
sentiment.

Indications of further
monetary tightening by the
US Federal Reserve also
weighed on sentiment
during this time. The 30-
share BSE Sensex tumbled
4,161.87 points or 5.40 per
cent since August 27 last
month. The 50-share NSE
Nifty also plunged 1,310.6
points or 5.44 per cent.

Investors' wealth eroded
by %17,17,487.02 crore to %
4,74,36,620.19 crore ($ 4.94
trillion) during this period.
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closed lower while three
were up, reflecting across-
the-board selling.

Analysts said surging crude
oil prices following the US-Iran
stalemate over the reopening

On Monday, the BSE
benchmark tanked 1,124.02
points, or 1.52 per cent, to
settle at 72,771.72, its lowest
close since March 30, 2026.
The Nifty dropped 360.25
points, or 1.56 per cent, to
end at a near six-month
low of 22,780.25.

Investors' wealth declined
by %7.52 lakh crore on
Monday alone.

“Bears remained firmly
in control as the market
breached a key psycholog-
ical support level, reflecting
growing investor caution
amid deteriorating global
macro conditions.

The US rejection of the
ceasefire proposal has
heightened concerns that
tensions in West Asia could
persist for longer than antic-
ipated, reducing the likeli-
hood of a near-term diplo-
matic resolution and
increasing the risk of pro-

of the Strait of Hormuz, foreign
fund outflows, a spike in US
bond yields and weak Asian
markets triggered selling in
financial, PSU banks, metals,
FMCG, oil & gas and auto

longed supply-side disrup-
tions and higher commod-
ity prices,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, jumped nearly
4 per cent to $108.3 per
barrel. Brent crude at $108
and the US 10-year yield at
5.2 per cent are strong head-
winds that are weighing on
markets, an expert said.

“As the geopolitical situ-
ation turned bleak amid
the escalating US-Iran con-
flict, global crude oil prices
jumped sharply, triggering
a broader sell-off in domes-
tic equity markets.

wWith US bond yields
already scaling above 5 per
cent and markets seeing
little respite from overseas
fund outflows, the under-
tone is likely to remain cau-
tious with a negative bias in
the near to medium term,”

shares.

Among the 30 Sensex firms,
29 ended lower. Larsen &
Toubro fell the most by 2.81
per cent. Power Grid dropped
2.62 per cent, Adani Ports by
2.38 per cent, HDFC Bank by
2.3 per cent, Hindustan
Unilever by 2.27 per cent and
Reliance Industries by 2.24
per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, jumped 3.81 per
cent to $108.3 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FlIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth ¥3,693.93 crore on
Friday, according to exchange
data. “Bears remained firmly
in control as the market
breached a key psychological
support level, reflecting
growing investor caution
amid deteriorating global

macro conditions.

“The US rejection of the
ceasefire proposal has height-
ened concerns that tensions
in West Asia could persist for
longer than anticipated,
reducing the likelihood of a
near-term diplomatic resolu-
tion and increasing the risk of
prolonged supply-side dis-
ruptions and higher com-
modity prices,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.

Rising US bond yields are
narrowing the India-US
yield spread, potentially
leading to foreign fund out-
flows and keeping market
sentiment cautious, the
analyst said.All BSE sectoral
indices ended lower. The PSU
Bank plummeted 3.25 per cent,
Power tumbled 2.30 per cent,

Telecommunication 2.30 per
cent, Utilities 2.27 per cent,
MidSmall Private Banks 2.17 per
cent, Industrials 2 per cent,
MidSmall Private Banks Quality
Tilt 1.99 per cent Services 1.93
per cent and Private Banks
index 1.86 per cent.

“Indian equity bench-
marks closed sharply lower,
extending their recent weak-
ness as a fresh surge in crude
oil prices and renewed
uncertainty surrounding US-
Iran talks weighed
heavily on investor senti-
ment. Selling remained
broad-based through the
session, with the broader
market underperforming
frontline indices,” Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money, an
online trading and wealth
tech firm, said.
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Sensex, Nifty tumble over 5% in past month

Ankur Punj, Managing
Director, Equirus Wealth,
said..

Rising global bond
yields and a stronger US
dollar also remain impor-
tant headwinds for
emerging markets, as
tighter financial condi-
tions could weigh on
foreign portfolio flows
and broader risk appetite,
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, an online trading
and wealth-tech firm,
said.

e ITH Zonal Office - Wright Town, Jabalpur 482001
Bank of Maharashtra

E-Auction Sale Notice For Sale Of Hypothecated (Vehicles) Assets

Notice is hereby given to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s in particular and public in general that despite several notices to the
Borrowers/Guarantors, they have failed to repay the Bank's dues in Vehicle loans as mentioned in the said notices. Therefore, the vehicles are
seized by the Bank. The vehicles will be put for sale on 15.10.2026. On-line E-Auction / Bidding through website (http://baanknet.com) at
12.00 pm to 4.00 pm. The vehicles will be sold “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis. for recovery of the balance
due to the Bank of Maharashira from the Borrower (s) and Guarantor(s) as mentioned in the table. Details of the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s,
amount due, Short description of the movable property reserve price and the earnest money deposit are given as under -

The borrowers are once again requested to deposit total dues along with further interest, cost and expenses before the above date to get back
possession of your vehicles/tractor failing which the same will be sold and proceeds adjusted with your account.

intensive varieties that could fail later. State teams must

ensure farmers do not sow on impulse, which could lead
to a crisis, he cautioned.

He also stressed moisture conservation, timely
sowing and choosing the right variety. “If water is
abundant, select the appropriate variety; if there is a
shortage, choose accordingly,” he said. The minister
asked states to draw up a comprehensive district-wise
strategy for sowing pulses in rice-fallow areas, based on
available soil moisture.

He said cultivation of
gram (chana), lentil (masoor)
and mustard should be
increased using appropriate
techniques in suitable
regions. Chouhan said

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Raghav Bagdi S/o Mukesh Kumar Bagadi
R/o 80, Lalaram Nagar, Indore, PO: Indore
Tilaknagar, DIST: Indore, Madhya Pradesh -
452018, declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as Mukesh Bagdi in
my 10th, 12th educational documents, and
in my Pan Card No. GOHPB5891D. My Voter!
ID card No.WMZ4406781, my Passport No.-
W5 118089, and my Driving Licence
No.MP09 20230041176. The actual name of’
my father is Mukesh Kumar Bagadi.

CHANGE OF NAME
| MOHD SHOEB ANSARI, 405
RAJ RESIDENY BROOK BOND
COLONY, MANIKBAGH ROAD,
INDORE | DECLARE THAT MY

CHANGE OF NAME
| Safiya Ahmad D/O Masroor
Ahmad R/O H.no.45, Berasiya
Road, Ganghor wali Bavdi Qazi
Kemp Bhopal 462001(M.P.) |

dm 31 agher

Whereas,

Zonal Sressed Asset Recovery Branch, Second Floor, Block10,
JDA Buiding, Gvc entre, Jabalpur- 482002
BankofBaroa -y e g, i, Enl-amipGhaabaots

POSSESSION NOTICE  Immovable Property

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of Baroda undsr he Securilization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Securty Interest Act, 2002 (34 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under secfion 13{12)
read with Rule:3 of the Securty Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002issued a Demand Notice dated 10.06.2025, caling upan

1. Mr.Girraj Bansal §/o Shri Radheshyam Bansal- Guarantor of Ns Om Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Pyt. Ltd. (Borrower)
Address: D-54, Guimohar Gity, City Center, Gwalior (M.P)-474006

2.Mr. Ketan Bansal S/o Mr. Girraj Bansal- Guarantor of N/'s Om Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Pyt Ltd. (Borrawer)

Date of E-Auction - 15-10-2026 Time - 12.00 p.m to 04:00 p.m. with auto extention for 10 minutes

S Names of Borrowers Amount Due Short description of the Earng;s:‘r:::rg: osil
No.| & Guarantors and Branch ason Movable (Vehicle) Bid Increme:l va?ue
1. [Borrower- Rs. 1026198 /- plus | Model: TATA NEXON SMART + PMT _Rs.594000/-
Mr. Katakam Ravinder S/o| unapplied interest | Colour: DAYTONA GREY Rs.59400/-
Katakam Rajeshwar at applicable rate of| pegiNo, 24BH4907G T Rs10000-
1-81Bodepalli, Adilabad | interest, other cost | gpyine No. - REVTRN21EVXKG5169 )
Pin 504273 A e Mo | Chasis No. - MAT627502RAE 19460
Branch: Panna Road Satna | 'TOm 0.07. RegiDate: 18.06.2024 Mig Year: 05/2024

Vehicle Inspection Site- Bank of Maharashira, Branch- Panna Road, Satna

Date & Time of inspection of property on: 09/10/2026 between 11.00 am to 05.00 p.m. For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please
refer to the link “hitps://www.bankofmaharashtra.in/propsale.asp” provided in the Bank's website and also on psballiance portal
(http://baanknet.com). Or contact CM Recovery, Shri Bhushan Mohite, Mob.No.9923257090

Date: 29.09.2026 Authorised Officer - Bank of Maharashtra

Address: 0-54, Guimohar Gy, City Genter, Gwalior (M.F)-474006

3.M/s Om Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Put. Lid, (Borrawer)

Address: In front of I College, New Hazira Police Station, Morena Link Raad, Gwalior (M.R)-474015 (Forinformation only)

Ta repay the amount menfioned in the notice being Rs. 27,10,25,311.60 (Rupees Twenty Seven Crores Ten Lacs Twenty Five

farmers would naturally look
for the most profitable crops,
and the government could
not succeed unless

declare that My old name was
Safiya Masroor. Written in My
old Passport, now has to

OLD NAME WAS "MOHD
SHOAIB ANSARI" NOW HAS TO
CHANGED. "MOHD SHOEB

31T BRITY- BTG

Hoges d'a 3w B

procurement systems,
including government-led

changed Safiya Ahmad D/O
Masroor Ahmad (new name)
hence forth | shall be known as

ANSARI", HENCEFORTH, | SHALL
BE KNOWN AS" MOHD SHOEB
ANSARI" S/O ABDUL RAZIQ

Thousand Three Hundred Eleven and Paise Sixty anly ) Plus Unapplied interest from 11.06.2025 + other cost charges and
expenses from date of NPAfill he date of realization, within 60 days from fhe date of receipt ofthe said nofice, AND
4. Mrs. Mamta Bansal W/o Mr. Gireaj Bansal- Guarantar of M/s Orm Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Put. Ltd, (Barrower)

Central Bank of India

31$.¢1.3m%. s, ERAe <, BeimarG

procurement and wider i i " Address: -5, Gulmonar iy, Gty Ceter, Gwalor (WP)-474005 : 9 E
marketing strategies, were gj:gc?s;\ :-.n;z?j”;g ;Trltjr:z :)(f}frlcz: ANSARI®, IN FUTURE FOR ALLI 1 c ey e prducs P Ltd.- Corporate Guarantor of W/s Om Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Put, Lid. (Borrower) 7o uferil o ﬁmm '3 ofteedt <. 16 JIACEX 2026
perfected. (PTI) 4 tai PURPOSE INCLUDING ALL THE( { ypsg y1ontof A 1T College, A5 Roe, Melgrah, Gualr (4.2)-472015 wfirgfs fiem (wardr) Foram, 2002 3 Fram 8(6) 3 i 36 e wfisw farefrr st s wfegferror afte Genfar won wfesgfa e o
ocumentations. OFFICIAL DOCUMENTATION. Through Directr - M. Girraj Bansal /o ShriRadheshyam Bansal e sfifira, 2002 3 anf st snft o fam i §-femr o it
Address: D-54, Guimonar City, City Genter, Gwalior (M.P)-474006 24Ty R R T Feri S A I A A 3 - e i e s @ R i ey s Hefa s efng S & o fremafe 8, @ e
P N m W ‘qm ﬁ'rrq‘ 'jﬂ'q'la' Through Direclor 2- Mr. Ketan Bansal $/o Mr. Girraj Bansal el (ol ) v S wiva e 2 e g, 91 e g e g s o g, v ve e i 3 smmw e
( il ) - 7 Address: D-54, Guimohar Cily, City Genter, Gwalior (M.F)-474006 e, YT - 2T T ST S W SR A6 S e 4 e e - it g s oy e e P e :
v{ e faymr (T=re) 3ed wad o =m® 02 T:I,Fﬂ:ﬁ TR 6. W/s Shri Paramsukh Edible: Foods Private Limited- Corporate Guarantor of /s Om Shri Shubh Labh Agritech Put. Lid. - - - -
. . . .| v | EowEw /e Eufeenipii e T AR Hel i | Anim e
forfara ams=oT 9ivom U (Borrawer) (For information anly) )
. Loy . Address:nfrontof ABVITM Colege, AB o, Malyra, G (M 2)-474015 ot B(2) TN | /o atbliiitobi
wHie 154 /3119, /26 wiare, fasies  24/09/2026 Through Director - M. Girraj Bansal §/o ShriRadheshyam Bansal / SR - 18.02.2025 s s
fmfor R § dofiga S¥art ¥ sitemdT fAifyar sl Address: D-5A, Guimohar Gy, City Center Gwalior (M.P)-474006 13(4)
P %@ q,;-[ Fﬁ?ﬁ_ # ) 3 Al @t St #1 Through Director 2- Mr. Ketan Bansal §/a Mr. Girraj Bansal fiie- 09.07.2025
IEJ TAGRUT website https://www.mptenders.gov.in U & | Address: D-54, Guimohar City, City Center, Gwalior (M P)-474006 1 | ot e T ¥ - £t e i PH-20, EHUT. 384/8— ® 20,40,000.00
HHIS e & w1 dfdrg f@aRor UG fReTsasE &1 Ta repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 26,31,25,727.38 (Rupees Twenty $ix Crores Thirty One Lacs Twenty T, WHFET T %. 1,54,578.34/- . WIS T wegea, frafia, o wiengrm,
IS (&) sifaw Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Seven and Paisa Thirty Eight only ) Plus Unanplied interest rom 11.06.2025 + other & e A + S v o S A fAFE— 461775 % 2,04,000.00
T o costeharges and expenses from dats of NPA il the date ofrealizaion, within 60 tays from the date o receipt o the said natics. (@ it - (@ A - A i
2026 UAD_ | REPAIRING AND MAINTAINANCE The Guarantor/Martgagor having faled fo repay the amount, notice is hereby given fo the Bomower/Guarantar/Mortgagor and the 1. st apfen o 1 shoidt g el | Pt et g ®. 5,000.00
538340 1 | SARVADMANMA B SECTOR FROM Public in general that he undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of puwers wh .t aww i T g | I s e,
I R N o conerred on him uncr sub-Section (4)of section 13 ofthe Actread with Rule § of the Securty nterest Enforcement Rules, 2002 2. 4 e i g | iR,
1 IO, KIKANA STORE MANDAKINI 2,52,15,821 /- | 27-Oct-2026 05:30 PM | | ofisthc2thyof eptmberfth ear 202  bnatpabin FRATEW | T,
COLONY SARVADHARMA C SECTOR ! . . ) ) T 3§ 7 H (T 30§ / A | e - s
N AN JIOUSE . The Borrowsr/Guarantars/Mortgagars in parficular and the public in genralis hereby cautionad not to deal with the property and o o) e it R v i
HANUMAN 1 MANEIEAND. any dealings with the property/ies wil be subject to the charge of Bank of Barada, Z0SARB, Jabalpur branch for an amaunt of Rs. 3. 40 7t g e
82 ZONE 18 27,10,25,311.60 (Rupees Twenty Seven Crores Ten Lacs Twenty Five Thousand Three Hundred Eleven and Paise Sixty only) : e fire e
— Hel dedEe 5 TR i umIlRE Flus Unappliedinterestfrom 11.06.2025 + ther cost charges and expenses framdate of NPA{ill the date of realization oy
- R A . wrafmaT o (Rifae) The Borrower/Guarantar/Morlgagor attention s invited to provision of sub-sction (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time 3@'&( Hfva fm EH'I%T 'ﬂﬁﬁ) HH A Eﬁl’fﬂqﬁ‘ Td | : 16.10.2026 i i 4.00 oS AT
1. . 783/026/0217 TR firr A avallle, o redeemthe secured assets

IEH gd, §-HicATHt i feHieh T 79 : 16.10.2026 i HE 12.00 TS ¥ WE 4.00 T 7k

forr 2 v i el 26 i o e g At ol i et S AT AeERE 7 www.centralbankofindia. bank.in 2 21 3 S S wE 4. dowEt
W F FEEE http://baanknet.com W IVer i T | BEIERA HAE +91 - 8291220220 U1 AR Tt BRIMEE |, +91- 7509555955 | WY #H

Description of Immovable Property
Equitable Mortgage of Residential House No D-5A (Duplex), Ground Floor Area 70,00 Sqm and First Floor 63,00 Sqm total
Build up Area 135.00 Sqm and plot Arez 132.60 Sqm situated af Survey No 19, 20, 21 & 31, Guimahar Cty, New City Cenfre,

¢5; INDORE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, INDORE “X=:....

on,,

Sz Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, 107-109, First Floor, Palika Plaza, Indore Gwalr WP) standing inth name of M. G BansalSlo i Reche Shyam Banseland s, Mamta Bansal Wio . Gingj | | it 1 sieer oty s e et ifs 2002 3 P () st s (1) fecl i e e s 21
Email : pmayindore@gmail.com, Ph.: 0731-2547774 Bansal. Boundries as under: East:Internal Road, West: House No. D-149, North: House No. -5, South: House No. D-7 faria: 29.09.2026 it st
NIT No.: Dee: 200812026, Place: Gl Authoried Ofcer] | ¥ e 4 g e 31 S

22/PMAY/2026-27 NOTICE INVITING TENDER Date : 23.09.2026

Online Percentage Rate Tenders are invited for the following work based on MPPWD SOR 01/04/2024
and amendments till date from Contractors/Reputed firms who have successfully executed works of
similarnature and magnitude.

BRANCH: MANERI, VILL-PO- MANERI, DIST. MANDLA (M.P.)- 481885
Mob.: 8290643559, Email: Maneri@indianbank.bank.in

gfesaraw & Indian Bank

Probable | . 4 SATREE FXRW.\77.\:7.Xo ) APPENDIX-IV [RULE 9(1)] SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Sr. Acr?’::;tc:f Money COBS.LOf cPem:d ?f E-Auction Sale Notice of sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of = 5
No. Name of Work @i ) Deposit ! -0mp) etion Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in Dale and TI me 0" E_ Auctlon
in Lakhs, (EMD) Document | (in Months) general in particular to the Borrower(s) an Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged o the Secured Creditor the
(PAC) possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is what is", and Whatever there is"
Supply, Installation, Testing basis, for recovery of the amount and Interest due to Indian Bank branch thereon mentioned against account therein below. The specific details of the 15/ 1 0/ 2025’ 1100 AM T[] 4,00 PM
AT ; ' properties intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode are enumerated below:
Commissioning of 33/11 KV Sub #1500000| 04 Months sl Bianch Name Amount Reserve Price
Station Work and 11 KV line at Bada e : . - — 1
1 : : 29317 | %1,46,590/- + (Including N Detailed description tstandin
Bangarda Bhudhania for Kshipra GsT Rainy Season) a Name of the Account f the P p Outstanding EMD Amount
Parisar (KH-16), under PMAY Name of the Borrower/Prop./ of the Property Encumbrances Bid Increment amount
LocatedinIndore, M.P. Director){ Partner'f Fnr E_Auctiu“ On Prﬂperl‘!
Note: The EMD shallbe in the form of online payment only as given in the Bid Data Sheet. Guarantor / Mortgagor Type of Possession
Important dates fortender processingare asunder:- 1 | Branch- Maneri Industrial building at leasehold Plot No. 24, Rs. 28,88,290/- Rs. 8,10,000/-
1. Lastdateforpurchase oftender documentand Borrower- M/s Aadi Industries (Prop. Prashant Daniel | Section-E-IV, IGC Maneri, Tehsil- Niwas, Rs. 81,000/
I Beniss) frend 23.10.2026 before18.00H Singh) Plot No. 24, Sector-E-IV, IGC Maneri, Tehsil Niwas, | Dist- Mandla (M.P.) PIN- 481885, its (as on 15.07.2022) s. ol, a
SIRITE SUR SO SRENOSK i bR Dist- Mandla (M.P.) PIN- 481885 admeasuring area 1000 Sq.Mtr., standing in * Interest & Other expenses Rs. 10,000/-

2. Pre-Bid meetingwillbe heldon 01.10.2026 at 15.00 Hrs.

3. Technical Bidwillbe openon 27.10.2026 at 16.30 Hrs.

e [fthe office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the technical bid as specified, the bids will
be opened onthe next working day at the same time and venue.

e Note-Bid should be submitted online only, Physical copy will not be accepted.

e Tenderdocumentand otherdetails shall be available on Website - www.mptenders.gov.in

e ForanyInformation regarding website please contact on 0120-4001-002 &0120-4001-005

Executive Engineer (PMAY)
Indore Municipal Corporation, Indore

(2) Shri Prashant Daniel Singh, Residential address- H. No.
254/16, CMS Church Compound, Ghamapur, Jabalpur (M.P.)
482001

Contact Person: Gori Shankar Saini (BM), Mob.: 8290643559
Mr. Ashok Choudhary, Mob.: 7898755201

the name of Shri Prashant Daniel Singh.
Boundaries: North: Plot No. 08, South: 18
Mtr Road, East: Plot No. 25, West:
Plot No. 23

Prop. ID- IDIBMANERIO1

Encumbrances On Property: Total
dues Rs. B6,124/- (Lease rent
maintenance, Penalty and Water dues)
as on 30/09/2026 as informed by MPIDC

Physical Possession

Bidders are advised to visit the website (https:/fbaanknet.com) of our e-auction service provider PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. to participate in online bid. For Technical Assistance Please call 8291220220
For Registration status and for EMD status please email to support.baanknet@psballiance.com

For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit https://baanknet.com and for clarifications related to this portal, please contact PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Contact No.
8291220220. Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website (https:/fbaanknet.com). ) . A

Date: 29/09/2026 Authorized Officer, Indian Bank
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Branch: Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.4592351/- All those pieces & parcel of property with construction|Symbolic | Rs. 59000000/-
JABALPUR ZONAL OFFICE, WRIGHT TOWN, PUBLIC NOTICE FOR s AI-E M/s Deepak Oil Mill |y Foury e Lak Niney g.:] & fixture there beingM& lying at Maouza Hardua Kala Rs. 50000000/-
. s . ; ; ousand Three Hundred Fifty One |PHN No. 42, Dist. Maihar. Arazi No. 75/1/2/1 Area
Bﬂnk Of MahdrdShtra JABALPUR PH. 076?'2430065,67,68 :::tlrar::luz;:s(:arlllanhi:ﬁ::‘::;;?h::l only) (Ledger Balance 0.0940 Hect, Arzi No. 77/1/2/2/2/1 Area0.0170 Hec. R5.10000.00
ST HTHT 1 ST : ' o100 v Ty g oaceest (Arzi No. 76/1/3/2 Area0.0650 Hec, Arzi No.76/1/2/1
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and monthly rest + penal ntorest |A18a0.0300 Hec, Arzi No. 76/1/1/1 0.056 Hect.
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with thereon and other charges and  [situated at Gram Harduakala, Patwari Halka Hardua
proviso to Rule 8 {6} of the sEcurity Interest {E“furcement] Rulesl 2002, expenses w.e.f 27.02.2025) Kala, Sardar V B Patel, Ward No. 04, Maihar, District,
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the M.F Total Area= 26192 Sq.ft
Bank of Maharashtra, the possession of which have been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Maharashtra, will be sold on “As is where is", "As is what is", and | Branch: Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.30651458/-(Rupees Three  |Diverted open plot situated at Khamariya N.B 581 (New), PH| Physical |Rs. 21000000/-
"Whatever there is" & "WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS" on 15.10.2026, for recovery of the balance due to the Bank of Maharashtra from the Borrower (s) and Guarantor(s) as | Shri Amit Khampariya Crore Six Lakh Fifty One Thousand |no.74 (New '50), at present PH.No. 00137, R.N.M, Rs. 2100000/-
mentioned in the table. Details of the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s, amount due, Short description of the immovable property and encumbrances known thereon, possession|shri Amit Khampariya,234/4 Durga colony, Four Hundred Fifty Eight only ) | Khamariya, Div. Kh. No.527, 528, 529, 530, 531, 532/1, Rs.10000.00
type, reserve price and the earnest money deposit are also given as under- Sanjeevni Nagar, Garha, Jabalpur (I;?‘i%epxuszlm?:rs:tﬁﬁ:; ;;aaszzf”+ Tehsil & Dist. Jabalpur area admeasuring 3.269 Hect.
Outstanding Dues for e Reserve Price +penalty of Rs.55495/-) +
Netia B Adarens of Recovery of which Description of Lot YT Unapplied Interest @ 11.95% p.a.
Borrower / Guarantor Property are being sold PR Bid Increase Amount with monthly rate w.e.f. 31.07.2024
+ penal interest and other ch
Branch- Asset Recovery Branch Rs.11735445.07 LIG-IVA-133, M.P Housing Board Colony, Ward no.18,( Symbolic | Rs.1800000/- ge;"ex;s:;es “;: ,:a“:;;u: =
gnrrn::;: :“I'is. ﬂ:"g" Ma::rs, L(Hklllﬁ‘:? 0": [:r;r: Sewe:t::n Eqn ?thangabad, DY Hosahcetiod Mek nameaieg 15014 ';?fgggg; Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.2,01,27,048/- 1. Open land/plot situated at Khasra no. 309| Symbolic | Rs.2,95,00,000/-
op. _u ot mosTs 2 irly v niousang Four 1> — - - Borrower - M/s Sharmila Singhai + Unapplied interest on admeasuring 0.10 hect (1000 Sq. Mt.). At Nayapura, Rs.29,50,000/-
132 housing Board colony, Hosangabad- 461001 | Hundred Fourty Five and paise |Survey 0.505/1 (old), New-505/8, Hosangabad Pipariya| Physical | Rs.5490000/- B-16, Manisha Market, Shahpura, Bhopal- coniractual rate Kolar Road, PH no. 38/28 R.N.M -03 \Vikas Khand Rs.10000/-
Guarantor : Mrs. Aneesha Qureshi seven only) plus applicable State ngh\fvay 22 Village: Jasalpur, Patwari Halka no.32, Rs.549000/- | 460016 : z wel. 01.01.2019+ penal |Fanda Tahsil Huzur, Bhopal
132housing Board colony, Hosangabad -461001 | Unapplied interest thereon w.e.f Te";" Dist: Narmadapuram area. admeasuring 2367.20 Rs. 10000/~ fl & arantor : 1. Smit. Sharmila, W/o: Shri Prashant|  interest thereon and other | 2. Open land/plot situated at Khasra No. 307 admeasuring
04.05.2024 5q. Singhai charges and expenses  |0.10 hect (1000 Sq. Mt.). At Nayapura, Kolar Road, PH no.
Branch- Asset Recovery Branch Rs.10969910/- 1.Commercial Diverted land at village Amalawati, survey| Physical | Rs.3280000/- §lo gpyi Prashant Singhai,$/o: Shri M.M Singhai 38/28 RN.M -03 \Vikas Khand Fanda Tahsil Huzur,
Borrower : M/s.Shreekunj Foods, Prop. Mrs. | (Ledger balance Rs.10672149/- |no.591/2/1/1, admeasuring total plot area 0.04 Hec. /400 Rs.328000/- |l ay . R/o.- B-16, Manisha Market Shahpura Bhopal
Varsha Birle plus unapplied interest and  |sq.mtr/4304 sq.ft, Tehsil & Dist. Dewas. owned by Mrs. Rs. 10000/- Bhopal- 462016 . : Total Plot area 1000+ 1000 = 2000sq.mr.
591/2/1/1, Vijayganj Mandi Road. Dewas, Pin- | other charges Rs.297767 for all |Varsha Birle Owner: Ms.Sharmila Singhai, Shri Prashant Singhai
i - ) l:g:n:::ﬂ:sm;u::tri ﬂ:r::,::rs 2Land Survey no.591f§(Part-U.U4 Hectares) Oid PH| Physical I;s%%!;lé:;]ngf Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.1,26,05,017.70/- (A) Al those pieces and parcel of property with| Physical |Rs. 11500000/-
Guarantor: Shri Deepak Birle o cinsty no.13(New PH.No 44) Gram -Amlawati, Tehsil & Dist: HS. 20000/ | Borrower - M/s. Ruchi Traders Proprietor: M. | (Rupees One Crore Twenty Six_|construction & fixatures there being & lying at diverted Rs. 1150000/
77Garg State , Dewas- 455001 mw 62025 E;"Sas U'U;, Hec. /400 sq.mir/4304 sq.ft owned by . " llsuraj Singh s/o Mr. Fateh Singh Addressi:| Lakh Five thousand Seventeen |[commercial land & Building on Khasra No. Rs.10000/-
: DXepakve Imaliya Swaroop, Berasia, Laxminarayan Krishi | rupees and Seventy Paise only ) |3/1/1/3/kha/2/ka (Re no Kh No. 3/1/1/3/2/2/1 area 0.40
Branch- AssetRecovery Branch Rs.18681420/- Industrial property with shed at village Bhenslay, Tehsil| Symbolic | Rs. 9675000/- [Upaj Mandi, 80 feet rn_ad, Bhopal (M.P) Pip + Unapplied Interest Rs. Hect or 1.00 Acre situated at village Imaliya Swaroop,
Borrower : M/s AGS Packwell Prop.Shri Atul plus unapplied interest Mhow (old Tehsil Rau)Survey no. 93/4/2 Part,PH no. 02 Rs. 967500/~ (463106,  Address2: Village Ramgada, Tehsil| 3 0g 621.88/- upto 24/01/2024 |Patwari Hika No. 53/25, adjacent to main Berasia to
Soni93/4/2,PH.n0.02, Bhensley, Indore 453332 | @ 11.00 % p.a with monthly | Total Plot area 5000 sq.ft Rs. 10000/~ || Berasia, Bhopal (M.P) Pin 463106 + penal interest @ 2% and | Narsingh Garh Road, R.N.M. 02, Tehsil Berasia, Distt -
Shri Atul Soni 791, Dwarkapuri, New Hawa | rest w.e.f 11.02.205 plus penal other expenses w.e.f. Bhopal (M.R)
Bangla, Indore, MP-452009 interest and other charges. 25.01.2024 (Owned by Mr. Suraj Singh)
Shri Atul Soni 123_B, Sei:tgr-a. Industrial area, (B)All those pieces and parcel of property with
Gram Bagdun,Pithampur, Dist- Dhar construction & fixatures there being & lying at diverted
Branch- Asset Recovery Branch Rs. 17,87,22,777/- Commercial building “ Shrimati Jwellery House Pvt.Ltd" on| Symbolic |Rs. 17,20,00,000/- commercial land & Bullding on Khasra No.
Borrower : Shrimati Jewellery House Pvt. Ltd | plus unapplied interest + penal lease hold Plot no. E-5/17 Opposite Habibganj, Petrol Rs. 1,72,00,000/- gflf{} 1;3:4";1;“’2;';‘"? [}(geAgfe Ks'i‘tu:?éd:agf 1‘:1?'; 2';2";?:;3:
Office Address- E-5/17 Bittan Market, Arera| interestand other charges/ (Pump, Bittan Market, Arera Colony, Dr. Ravi Shankar Rs.10000/- Swaroop, petwarl Hika No. S3/25 ad'acer?t o mz;irn
Colony, Tehsil- Huzur, District Bhopal expenses fill realization w.e.f. [Shukla Ward No. 46, Tehsil: Huzur, Dist: Bhopal area Berasi l pN inah G rh' Road IH NJM 02 Tehsil
Guarantors - 1.8mi. Sundari Lilwani 12/08/2015 charges and  |admeasuring: Plot area 2880 sq.ft built up area 13752 B:r::i: D?stt —alraiogal (MaP) 04, NI 05, 180
2.Shri Ramesh Lilwani 3.Shri Dinesh Lilwani expenses sq.ft. Owned iw -Mr. Surai smﬁﬁ
:'I"‘":Z:;iﬁf'zl 5_‘5.::' '::::f:a".:w:::w ki Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.71,95,005.70/- All those pieces & parcel of property with| Physical | Rs.900000/-
Road. Tehsil- Huzur. District Bhopal. : Borrower - M/s. LKT Hi Tech Hospital Proprietor:| (Rupees Seventy One Lakh Five |construction & fixature there being & lying at Flat No. Rs.90000/-
: . Dr. Kunj Lata Richhariya D/o Shri. Ramesh|thousand Seventeen rupees and|MIG G 001, Ground fioor, Silver Inn Homes, Old Rs.10000/-
Branch - Tilhari, Jabalpur, M.P. Rs.3519786/- Flat No. C-501, 4th Floor, Naval Utkarsh Apartment, PH| Symbolic | Rs. 3580000/- |lChandra Richhariya, Address1: LKT Hi Tech Seventy Paise only ) + Ashoka Garden, Northern part of plot no 95,96,97,
Borrower: Ramakant Satnami and M/s (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh No. 28/23. Khata Nos. 117/1, 117/7, and 117112, Rs. 358000/- [ Hospital, Mugaliya Hat, Bhopal (M.R) Pin Unapplied Interest Rs. ward No. 69, Distt — Bhopal (M.P) admeasuring area
Woodland Industries, Nineteen‘ Thaus?md Seven ;eglrangana Téagélhal ;n'u’ard;1 I\.'iau:czib Tlllahn, Jabz:lgpg{rj Rs.10000.00 462024, ) ) 3,00,621.88/- upto 24/01/2024 |436 Sq. ft/40.52 Sqm.
Borrower: Shri Ramakant Satnami Hundred Eighty Six Only) plus '-"tlt'Up area 5q. ft. and super built-up area Address2: LKT Hi Tech Hospital, ward No 8,( 4 penal interest @ 2% and
M-18, Station Road, Burn Compound, Near| 2PPlicable unapplied interest for | 5.1 :;"':':“r:‘;;’;?: road. Near Police station, Ashok|  ther expenses w.e..
Hanuman Mandir, Civil Lines, Bangoli Mohalla, TL(Housing): 60435600064 @ gar (M.F) Pi 25.01.2024
Jabalpur-482001 ) 8.25% p.a, and for Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.18,77,43,542/- PH no.56, Survey No. 56/1/1, village Padlya Khurd, Tehsil| Symbolic | Rs.9690000/-
aT;LBDg;BQZEﬁ:i@ﬂ;ﬂ:t t:{ M/s Shree Nakoda Ginning and Pressing Factory|  (Rupees Eighteen crores | Maheshwar Dist. Khargone area 0.30 hect. Rs.969000/-
an':?:tﬂle':cr::rge;::pe;sesrﬁll ;'"':::IQS it; Directors/Guarantors/ LRs 1. Mr.|Seventy seven lakhs fourty three | Owner: Mrs. Chandrakanta W/o Praveen Kumar Doshi, Rs.10000/-
it ¢ (0 15 %605 LESE CIOSHIE ) thousands five hundred fourly |y, Sawan S/o Prveen kumar Doshi and Mrs. Sonam
Tl Wal 152 2. Mr. Premchand Doshi two only ) + Unapplied interest | /o Piyush Kumar Doshi
Branch - Tilhari, Jabalpur, M.P. Rs.3519786/- Commercial Shop No. S-10, Second Floor, Narayan| Symbolic| Rs.5000000/- ||3- Mr. Sawan Doshi 4. Mr. Anand Doshil  on contractual rate w.e.l. A - — -
: : y i ia fai ; Il the pieces of land and building constructed on plot| Symbolic | Rs.5227000/-
Borrower - Ramakant Satnami (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh Ninteen gm_n:fer. Nazul gggség Nosf.l10;’3. 11/1,12/2, Ward No. 33; Rs. 500000/- }anaﬁ';ﬁ:f:] Through its LRs Mrs. Puja Jain & t::;l;;‘zg;: e ;e::; |n;e;r:i|d {Houseﬁm. 270, Padlya Khurd, L i mmbar oy bl e
M-18, Station Road, Burn Compound, near | Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty | Built-up area 308,60 sq. t. Rs.10000.00 i ; g Khargone admeasuring 235.79 sg.mir Rs.10000/-
i Civil Li ; Six Only) plus applicable 5. Mr. Mridul Doshi expenses
‘Ijia:u[man:;g;g;r. Civil Lines, Bangoli Mohalta, unapplied Inlerest for Guarantors - 1. Mr. Sushil $/o Mr. Amolakchand Owner: Mr. Prakash Chandra, Mr. Sushil, Mr.
abalpur- TL(Housing): 60435600064 @ Doshi Preemchand, Ms. Vijaya, Mrs. Chandrakanta, Mr.
8.25% p 2. and for TL: 2. Mr. Premchand $/o Amolakchand Doshi Gaurav, aman and Ms. Priyal.
60508925648 @10.05% p.a at 3.Mr. Sawan S/o Praveen Doshi PH. no. 57,(0ld PH N. 56) S.No. 3/11 and S.No. 3/10| Symbolic | Rs.14174000/-
monthly rest + penal interest 4. Mr. Anand S/o Prakash Jain (Deceased) village Aakhipura, Tehsil Maheshwar Dist. Khargone.area Rs.1417400/-
and other charges/expenses till through its LRs Mrs. Puja Jain & Pahal Jain admeasuring 0.675+0.659 hect. Total area - 1.334 Rs.10000/-
sk (Natural Gurdian - Puja Jain) Hectare @ 13340.00 Sqm.
realization w.e. 02.12.2025 5. Mr. Mridul §/o0 Sushil Doshi : e )
Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs. 2865850/~ (Rupees Twenty |Single Story Residential house situated at Mouza Soortalai, | Physical | _Rs. 2360000/~ 6. Mr. Amolakchand S/o Gulabchand Doshi gurner. hM:i Pr;akﬁ.:h ]'al:q"m'm:"" ﬂsish:l, 'r:"
Borrower : Mr.Vinod Sahu S/0 Ramgopal Sahu, | Eight Lakh Sixty Five Thousand |N.B 419, PH no. 75,Kh.No.41, Sanskar City, Plot no. 276, Rs. 236000/ || (Deceased) through its LRs Mr. SusilKumar, Greemc ang, :M L’}'a'l rs::Unandrasan, W
Mrs. Sapna Sahu W/0 Vinod Sahu, Eight Hundred Fifty only) plus |RNM Baroda, Tah: Panagar Dist. Jabalpur, area Rs. 10000/~ || Prakash Chand & Preemchand auray, amanant ms. vylya
House No 2741, Tripuri Chowk, Garha ward,| applicable unapplied interest + |admeasuring 800 sq.ft 7. Mrs. Hukumbai w;‘_n Mr. Amulakchal}d Doshi
Purwa Jabalpur - 482003 penal interest thereon and other (Deceased)Through its LRs Mr. SusilKumar,
charges and expenses w.e.f Prakash Chand & Preemchand
01.10.2024 8. Mrs. Chandrakanta W/o Late Mr. Praveen
Branch - Shahdol Rs.1698488/- (Rupees Sixteen |all the piece and parcel of land and construction thereon at| Symbolic| Rs.4100000/~ | Kumar )
Borrower: Mr. Shekh Alim, S/ Shekh Ahmed Lakh Ninety Eight Thousand  |Kh no. 78/3/2 admeasuring area 2520 sq.ft.(0.023 Rs.410000/- || 9 Mr. Prakash S/o Mr. Amolakchand Doshi
Ward no.28, Panchgaon Road, Purani Basti| Four Hundred Eighty eight |hectare) Situated at vilage: Bhuibandh, Municipal area Rs.10000/- || 10. Mrs. Pankunwar Bai W/o Mr. Sushilkumar
Sohagpur, Shahdol, Madhya Pradesh only)(Ledger balance ward no. 25(1) shahdol, Teh- Sohagpur, Dist: Shahdol Doshi ; .
Rs.1629533/- plus unapplied 11. Mrs. Mamtabai W/o Mr. Premuhand‘Dushl
interest Rs.68729/-@ 11.30% 12. Mr. Praveen S/o Amolakchand Doshi
p.a at monthly rest and penal All Rfo.- Gram: Padliya, Near Karahi, Tehsil:
interest thereon + Others Maheshwar, Dist. Khargone (M. P)
Charge w.e.f. 13..11.2024 Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs. 3,48,58,430/- Open land situated at Khasra n0.91/2/1, vilage Simrai,| Symbalic | Rs. 16500000/-
Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.4865907/- All the piece and parcel of land and Constructed house| Physical | Rs. 6000000/~ || Borrower : M/s Alok Chemtech Prop. Shri Prem | (Three crore Fourty eight lakhs | behind Rajput Dhaba and _lamlly Res_taurent, ward_ no._25. Rs. 1650000/-
Borrower:1.Mr Ankur Gupta s/o Rajendra Kumar| (Rupees Fourty Eight Lakh Sixty 3t 634/1 RAM NAGAR Chitranjan Ward, Adhartal on Rs.600000/- || Chawla fifty eight thousand Four  [Talya Tope Ward Mandideep,Tehsil: Goharganj, Dist: Rs. 10000/-
Gupta Five thousand Nine Hundred | P10t No 88/A Kh No 42, 43, 44, 48, 85/2 Mouza: Betla Rs.10000/- || G-2/161, Guimohar Colony, Bhopal, M.P. hundred and thirty only) + | Raisen, areaadmeasuring 87048.40sq.ft
Residence : 293 1st floor 7th A Main , 1st Stage| Seven Only) plus applicable |8 N0 52/4 P H No 22 at Mahakaushal Grah Nirman Corporate office- E-2/133, Arera Colony, Bhopal, | unapplied interest and penal
Hebbal Mysore, Musuru,, Karnataka 570016, unapplied interest + penal :ﬂa'?‘lalr'ngm'mc'&"i"diﬁ” t“;‘zrdh (lold) New ;"'&’d ?Bt M.P charges thereon w.e.f.
2.MrRajendra kumar Gupta s/o Shri Krishna Gupta interest thereon and other adt:l; eaa su?i nr;ﬂgz} s aft Asal NP, Area.oLe-pio Smt. Sarita Chawala, w/o Shri Prem Chawala, 28/07/2014
3. Mr Anshul Gupta s/o Rajendra Kumar Gupta charges and expenses w.e.f o Plot no. 120, New Industrial Area Il, Mandideep,
634/1 RAM NAGAR , Chaitranjan Ward Adhartal 21.10.2024 District Raisen, M.P. (Guarantor)
near Nawambey School Jabalpur 482004 Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs. 1,96,65,159/- Second and Third floor, Plot no.67, Ghoda Nakkas,” Babu | Symbolic | Rs. 37000000/-
Branch - JHRC Rs.2064064/- Al those pieces and parcel of land situate being and lying| Physical| Rs.2410000/-_{i Borrower : 1. Babu Saheb Builders, "Babu Sahab |( One Crore Ninety Six lakh Sixty | Saheb Parishar", Tehsil Huzur, Bhopal, area admeasuring Rs. 3700000/
Borrower: M/S Mahi Earth Movers (Ledger balance Rs.1984805/- |at village Mouza Mansakra, (1)Ph no- 06 admeasuring Rs.241000/- P;;I:g;"(,aﬁ‘f- Gh;}ra Nakkas, Bhopal (M.P), | five thousand one hundred and | 9992 sq.ft. shops at second floor as given below- Rs. 10000/-
Prop. Mr. Arshad Khan, plus unapplied interest 2360 sq.ft and bearing CTS/Survey no. Khasra No. Rs.10000/- | 4 orrower fifty nine only) + unapplied
Address: Jawahar Ward, Saray Mohalla, Sihora,| Rs.66524/- and penal interest |408/2/1/2, (2) Ph no- 73/06, admeasuring1800 sq.ft Eiuaraniur- 2. Smt. Kl:sum Lata Srivastava, | interest and penal charges
Jabalpur 483225 Madhya Pradesh + Others Charge w.el.  |bearing CTS/survey no, Khasra no.408/2/2, (3) Ph. Babu Sahab Parisar", 67- Ghora Nakkas, thereon w.e.f.
Guarantor: Mr.Arshad Khan 13.06.2024 n0.06, admeasuring 28125 sq.ft bearing CTS/survey Bhopal (M.P)462001 ) 01.04.2015
Address: Ward No 5, Saray Mohalla, Sihora, no.Kha;fa nq,408{2;“2.00mb|ned allghasr_a 6972sq.ft in 3. Shri tiarlsh Srivastava, “"Babu Sahab
Jabalpur, M.P. 483225 the Registration Dist: Jabalpur, Sub dist: Sihora, rl':tl"]sﬂaﬁgﬂhf?‘ Ghora Nakkas, Bhopal
Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.18618136/- (A) Residential plot bearing plot no 25-A on Diverted| Physical |_Rs. 18,20,000/- f 4. ‘Shri Yuvraj Srivastava, “Babu Sahab
Borrowers Mr. Ashutosh Upadhyay, (Rupees One Crore Eighty Six | Khasara No. 17/3 situated at Amkhera S.No. PC No. Rs. 182000~ [ parisar®, 67- Ghora Nakkas, Bhopal
Add: H.N0.2014, Kiran Kuti, Vijaynagar, Jabalpur -| Lakh Eighteen Thousand One i‘iﬁ 2_;& Eﬂe;sg‘vgfnfgea\f;ﬁd%’;& ga?-zféwgéd%"ﬁre Rs. 10000~ || (M.P)462001 (Guarantor)
R ah:l;}?::gl;r T:l?zres;tx ::;?pl;'::l ﬂshutué?l Upadhyay Aria 1250 Sqft. ’ i Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.2,30,21,122/- Godown animal Shed at Mouza Imaliya, N.B: no.07 PHN-| Symbolic | Rs. 22000000/-
i T : = Borrower: Sourabh Sethi Dairy Farm,M/s | (Rupees Two Crore Thirty Lakh | 16/21, New-1, Khasra no. 30,32/2,36/1, Guru Govind Rs. 2200000/~
interest thereon+ Others Charge 33} Ftregl:(urld resnﬂent;a?lf glqt hfa{;lngﬁplt:j1 no 825N 02 Physical | _Rs. 17,25,000/- Sourabh Sethi Dairy Farm Proprietor,Mr. ( T:fe nty One Thousa “Tn ne | Singhward no. 76, The & Dist: Jabalpur area admeasuring Rs. 10000/-
w.e.l. 30.05.2024 PIEEIEJS EzlgargHor{n 80(::‘:? m;ld r:g ?zraﬂl Ci?ﬁle Rs. 1,72.500-_Hl soyrabh Sethi S/o Neval Kumar Sethi, and | Hundred Twenty Two Only plus | 29866 sq.ft.
Maharajpur Tehsil Panagar and Dist Jabalpur owned b A 000" | Guarantors Mrs. Nisha Sethi W/o Late Neval | appiicable unapplied interest +
P g P y Kumar Sethi and Mr. Vipin Kumar Sethi, House | enal interest thereon and other
Mr. Ashutosh Upadhyay Area 1150 Sqft no. 1859, Near Sanatan Dharam Mandir, " cparoes and expenses w.e.f
(C ) Freehold residential plot bearing plot no 24 on| Physical | _Rs. 15,00,000- Gorakhpur 25.07.2024
gg%;e'jzglgfaEHN::;agglimalﬁfaf; ﬁ??}frg ?33;[: R;:fnnﬁgnw' Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.2,08,38,787/- Open land with warehouse M/s Radhika Rice Mill Situated | Symbolic | Rs. 10500000/
Maharajpur Tehsil Panagar and Dist Jabalpur owned by M 10000 ¥ Borrower: 1.M/s Radhika Rice Mill Through | (Rupees Two Crore Eight Lakh |at Mouza Amarpur, Kh no. 147/1 after mutation KH. No. Rs. 1050000/
Ashutosh Upadhyay Area 1000 Sqft i Prop. Mrs. Garima Pachori D/o Shri Shyam | Thirty eight Thousand Seven | 147/1/1, PH no. 52 (plot area 11836 sq.ft) builtup area Rs. 10000/-
—_ - - Manohar Through its POA Mr. Varun Pachori Hundred and eighty seven Only | 11223 sq.ft And Kh no. 147/1 after mutation KH. No.
D) Residential building at JDA Property Plot 2014,JDA| Physical | Rs. 1.90.00.000/-§ nq4.4 House No.1312, Pachori House, Wright |  plus applicable unapplied | 147/1/2, PH no. 52, (plot area 11836 sq.ft)builtup area
Scheme 5 Mouza Lamti , Maharaja Agrasen ward 35 Rs. 19.00.000/- || Town Jabalpur 482002 interest + penal interest 6,755.24 sq.ft Mouza: Amarpur, Udna- Bhedaghat to
Vilwy N da i i admessliing 490 SGIE Rs. 10000/~ | 2 Mrs. Garima Pachori thereon and other charges and | Patan Road, RNM- Patan, Tehsil: Patan, Dist: Jabalpur
Branch: Katni Rs. 18,47,043.00 /- + All those piece and parcel of property situated at Khasra| Physical |_Rs. 1010000/~ || Add-2 Khasra No. 147/1 Village Amarpur Patan, expenses w.e.f
Shri Gopendra Pyasi unapplied interest Rs. 62259 /- | No-71/1, PH No-34, Plot No- B-43, at RNM- Rs. 101000/- |l Jabalpur - 483113 30.05.2023
Gopendra Pyasi S/o Shri Rameshwar Prasad +penalty of Rs.96.00/- Pahadi Village- Imaliya, Tehsil- Katni, , District— Katni. Plot Rs.10000.00 | Guarantor: 1.Mr. Varun Pachori S/o Shri Shyam
Pyasi +Charges Rs 354/-Total Area admeasuring 1000 Sq.Ft(92.93 Sg.Mtrs),Built up Manohar
: |  dues:Rs. 19,09,752.00 /- area Ground Floor 900 Sq.Ft Add-1 House No.1312, Pachori House, Wright
_M4E88324u|20ny, o Katarsk Word, Muriears, Kol (Rupees. Nineteen Lakhs Nine Town Jabalpur 482002
Thousand Seven Hundred fifty 2. Mr. Viarun Pachori
two only) + Unapplied Interest Add-2 Khasra No. 147/1 Village Amarpur Patan,
@ 8.35% p.a. with monthly rate Jabalpur - 483113
i:t.:l::s:.;f:: ﬁgirsc;al;;:?f Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.6393604/- Municipal corporation house no 595 nazul block 48 plot| Symbolic | Rs. 9200000/-
expenses till realization Borrower: M/s Matrachhaya Jwellers (Rupees Sixty three Lakh Ninety |n0 133/2 Jawaharganj ward no 22 Niwadganj, inside Rs. 920000/-
- - - - - Prop. Amit Soni & Mr.Amit Soni, MRs. Annie Soni | Three Thousand Six Hundred | 9ali from Jawahar ganj main road Jabalpur Area Rs. 10000/-
Branch: Katni Rs.1862695.00 /- + unapplied | All those piece and parcel of property situated at Khasra) Physical | Rs. 1010000/~ § /o gpri Brij Mohan Soni, 1652 Dixitpura | Four Only) plus applicable | Admeasuring 924 sq ft, undivided share area 660 sq ft
ShriRoshan Pyasi interest Rs. 53230 /-+penalty | No-71/1, PH No-34, Plot No- B-44, at RNM- Rs. 101000/~ |l Gurutriaha ! unapplied interest, Penal
Roshan Kumar Pyasi S/o Shri Rameshwar| Of Rs.74.00/-+Charges Rs 354/ Pahadi Village- Imaliya, Tehsil- Katni, , District - Katni. Plot Rs.10000.00 Interest thereon and other
Prasad Pyasi Total dues: Rs.19,16,353.00 /- | Area admeasuring 1000 Sq.Ft(92.93 Sq.Mtrs),Built up) charges and expenses w.e.f
MES Colony, Hemu Kalani Ward, Murwara, Katni- (;unpeesil:metee: ‘:..:khs area Ground Floor 900 Sq.Ft 03.12.2024
483442 Hllll'ldre:: filt; l":::e unl$e+ Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.2526801/- Lay out Plot No.42 Divya Jyoti Parisar Firm,Vill: | Physical | Rs.1150000/-
Unapplied Interest @ 8.70% Borrower : Shri Vinod Sahu (Rupees Twenty five Lakh | Binaki, N.B 296,Kh. No. 170 & 172/2,Tah Patan, Rs. 115000/-
p.a. with monthly rate wal Mrs. Sapna Sahu Twenly Six Thousand Eight | Phase I, Dist: Jabalpur Admesuring Plot area 946 Rs. 10000/-
1.’;!65},2025 i p:nal Interest House No 2741, Tripuri Chowk ,Garha ward, Hundred One Only) plus sqft
and other charges / expenses Purwa Jabalpur - 482003, applicable unapplied interest +
1ill realization penal interest thereon and other
charges and expenses w.e.f
Inspection of Properties by bidder: 08.10.2026 to 09.10.2026 between 11:00 am. and 4:00 pm _ 21102024 _
Last Date & Time for Submission of Bid application/KYC documents/EMD etc. 15.10.2026 up to 11.00 a.m. Sa'e Natice 10 Buifowar/ Guarantors/bagas Hols (1E.S ) GODArcAne:s
Date & time of E-auction with auto extention for 10 minutes- 15.10.2026 between 12.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. The above shall be treated as Notice of 15days u/r 9(1) of security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002
The auction sale will be On-line E-Auction / Bidding through website https://baanknet.com, email: support.baanknet@psballiance.com. Mob.- 8291220220 The intending Bidders / Purchasers are requested to register on portal using their mobile number and email id. Please take note that the registration and KYC approval etc take 2-3 working days.
For detail terms and conditions of sale please refer to the link provided in hitps://bankofmaharashtra.bank.in/asset-for-sales-search and https://baanknet.com .Also prospective bidders may contact the authorized officials Contact details: Incharge Recovery Jabalpur Shri Onkar Kumar (Zonal Manager) - 9823296164, Shri Nikhil S Patil (DZM) -
7387211200, Shri Bhushan Mohite (CM Recovery - 2.0.) - 9923257090 & Shri Hariom Trivedi (CM & Authorised Officer) - 9405719723
Note - The sales are subject to the order/outcome of any case pending/filed if any before Court/Tribunal Date: 29/09/2026 Authorised Officer. Bank of Maharashtra
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Chikitha and Ganesh advance
to Asiad archery quarters

Defending champion Jyothi Surekha Vennam was
stunningly ousted by 14-year-old Korean Kang Yeonseo, who
shot a perfect score of 150, but debutant duo of Chikitha
Taniparthi and Ganesh Mani Ratnam Thirumuru advanced to
the quarterfinals of their respective women'’s and men's
individual compound archery competitions at the Asian
Games here on Monday.

Jyothi had claimed gold in individual, women’s team and
mixed team competitions in the previous edition of the
Games in Hangzhou.

Against Yeonseo, Jyothi produced a score of 146 in the
pre-quarterfinals, having played catch-up with Kang.

Under pressure after trailing Kang, Jyothi responded with
a perfect 30, but the Korean prodigy matched it to retain her
four-point lead at 120-116 before eliminating her more

experienced opponent from the competition. (PTI)

Asiad volleyball: India go past
Hong Kong for second win

The Indian men's voIIeybaII team edged past Hong Kong,
China in a Pool C preliminary round match for its second
consecutive win at the Asian Games here on Monday.

India prevailed 3-0 (25-22, 25-19, 25-21), raising their
level at crucial moments to close out a match in which Hong
Kong kept up the pressure for long periods.

India, who began with a 3-0 win over Vietnam, will next
face Qatar on Tuesday. Hong Kong were particularly effective
with their attacking play from the right flank, finding ways
to trouble the Indian defence and remain in contention
despite India holding the lead for much of the contest.

India head coach Dragan Mihailovic said the team was
“still looking for a good performance”. “We had lots of small
mistakes. The problem is a little bit mental. The Hong Kong
guys were making some easy mistakes, but we cannot, as a
serious team, expect that somebody will be giving mistakes

for us to win the game,” said the coach. (PTI)

The new fearless young generatlon of Indian sport

SHAKYA
MITRA

In what has otherwise been a dis-
appointing Asian Games campaign
for India, a far cry from the extra-
ordinary performance in 2023
when the country won a record 28
gold medals and 106 medals
overall, one of the brightest stories
has been 18-year-old squash player
Anahat Singh.

Her semifinal against a higher-
ranked and fancied Japanese oppo-
nent Satomi Watanabe was a
remarkable demonstration of com-
posure and belief. Two games
down and facing three match
points in the third, Anahat
somehow found a way back into
the contest and eventually won.
The significance of the comeback
went beyond simply reaching the
final.

A defeat at that stage would still
have assured her a bronze medal.
For an 18-year-old competing at
one of Asia’s biggest sporting
events, that would hardly have
been an outcome to be ashamed
of. Yet Anahat appeared unwilling
to accept that her story had already
been written. She wanted to
change her destiny. Though she
went down in the final and won a
silver medal,
character at such a young age /
was admirable. /

That mentality may well be |
one of the most significant ,‘
developments in Indian sport |
today.

The India in which many | &
of us grew up during the f{’—_
1980s and 1990s and the
India in which a youngster

like Anahat Singh has grown up are
almost unrecognisable from each
other, at least when it comes to
sporting expectations.

For much of the 1980s and 3 e

1990s, Indian sport existed
under the shadow of Olympic
underachievement. India went
through three consecutive Olympic
editions without winning a medal.
At the 1996, 2000 and 2004
Olympics, there was just one
medal in each edition. Even the
Asian Games and Commonwealth
Games, where India’s medal
prospects were considerably
better, rarely generated the kind of
expectations that exist today.

Sport was often about celebrat- .-

ing an individual achievement
rather than expecting sus-.
tained success. \

That began to change, partic-
ularly with the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and the subsequent
hosting of the 2010
Commonwealth Games, followed
by the Asian Games in Guangzhou
later that year. India’s sporting
ecosystem did not transform
overnight, but the psychological
shift had begun.
Athletes started
believing that

-

her strength of -7
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medals were not occasional
miracles but achievable targets.
Young athletes today have
grown up in that altered environ-
ment. PV Sindhu won a World
Championship medal at18 in 2013,
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Manu Bhaker broke on to the
world stage by 16-17 eventually
winning two Olympic medals in
2024 and now we have Anahat
Singh. It is entirely possible that
these athletes would have little
knowledge of an India that routine-
ly returned from Olympics empty-
handed. Rather they have seen
Indian sport from merely partici-
pating to competing and winning.

That does not mean the achieve-
ments of the earlier generation
should be forgotten. Quite the
opposite. The fearlessness of
today’s athletes exists partly

. because others were brave enough

to go first.

Abhinav Bindra changed the
possibilities of Indian Olympic
sport when he became the
country’s first individual Olympic
gold medallist in 2008. Saina
Nehwal played a crucial role in
breaking the psychological domi-
nance of China in badminton and
showed that Indian players could
compete with the very best. Sushil
Kumar’s bronze medal in Beijing
began a remarkable run in
wrestling, with India winning a
wrestling medal at four consecu-
tive Olympic Games thereafter.

They walked so that others
could run.

What is different now is that
those who are running have
grown up watching the road
already being built.
It would be unfair, however,
to suggest that one Manu
Bhaker, when she broke
through in 2017-18, or one
Anahat Singh represents an
entire sporting revolution.
) Theyareexception—
\) al talents and

M“’ their trajecto-

ries cannot
G replicated.

simply be

India at Asiad: Silver for shooter Esha, runner Gulveer

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH/AJAI MASAND
M Nagoya

women’s individual 25m pistol, &

while distance runner
Gulveer Singh’s ram- 4#""

paging form trans- . o
lated into another 3
second-place finish %
on a rain-soaked day
dotted with many
missed opportunities
and some surprises

DAILY SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY RATING: WS TST Tt
HOWTO SOLVE T

for India at the Asian Games here.

Gulveer, who has already
claimed the 10,000m silver, added
another one to his kitty with a per-
sonal best timing of 3:36.72sec in
the men’s 1500m competition. This
was after 21-year-old Esha sur-
vived five shoot-offs to clinch
perhaps the most hard-fought
silver of her career.

Kurash player Picky
Balhara threw up a pleasant
surprise with her bronze in

the -78kg category. She
became a two-time
Games medallist and
thereby the most suc-
cessful Indian Kurash
player at the mega-
event by adding to her
silver from 2018 edition.
Another brilliant per-
formance was by Vithya
Ramraj in the women'’s
400m hurdles competi-
tion as she surged past
the legendary P T Usha’s

Sudoku is a logic
puzzle where you fill

over four decade-old
national record to claim

a 9x9 grid so that
numbers 1 to 9
appear once in every
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box, using elimination
and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

ONO|= OO~ W
£ WOIOIINON — 00

No.S5S2256 Distribution: www.knightfeatures.com

— N |WO00) N
QWO = OO\~ 0O
NIO 00—~ WO
U145 N[00 N|W|© O —
oONANO—|00 WA
O =K WooOIIN NN

552255 Cistribu tion: www knightfesburas.com

~N 0O WN|PAO)— OO

DOUBLE CROSSWORD

TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 29, 2026

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9
10 11
12
13 14 15 16
17 18
19
20 |2 22 23
24 25
26
27 28
29
30 A
ACROSS 22, Loot DOWN 17, Tsars
3, Menai 23,Dear 1, Blair 19, S-cowled
& Fload Jooraes. 2 Pomiret 21, Roman
10, Frock 29, Lob 4, (Mon-)Eyed 23, Debtors
11, AI-M 31, sinus 5. Afri-C-a 24, De-sir-e
12, Met-re 32, Nettles 6, I-Rene 25, No-t
13, Wilfre-d 34,Rigid 7,Score 27,Right
15, I-nert 35, 0ak 9, Oil 28, Cured
18, R-e-d. 36, Cheer 12, Med.-Lars 30, Pekes
19, Sc-en-es ;; gr-(:(—ed 14, Rep 3;2; [‘_'(k
21, Replica » Decks 16, End-Ed »Lag

the bronze medal. Ramraj clocked
54.75sec, bettering Usha’s 55.42sec
established at the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics.

The medal haul stood at 41,
including four gold, 18 silver and 19
bronze medals. The country was
placed just outside the top 10,
something that has remained con-
sistent since the start of the Games.

In the boxing ring, Olympic
bronze-medallist Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), Priya Ghanghas (60kg) and
Kapil Pokhariya (90kg) delivered
trademark assured performances
to sail into semifinals and be
assured of bronze, joining three
others in the medal rounds.

Among shockers was defending
women’s individual compound
archery champion Jyothi Surekha
Vemman’s pre-quarterfinal exit,
landing another blow to a largely
underwhelming campaign so far
by India. Another defending cham-
pion who failed to protect his
crown was track veteran Avinash
Sable in men’s 3000m steeple-
chase competition. (PTI)
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Squash: Indian men and
women enter quarters

ACROSS

1 Spills the beans about the girl holding
the money (5)

6 High ones are fun (5)

9 Best imaginable mother? (7)

10 White as an owl (5)

11 Species of tiger, one reads (5)

12 It's a lot more than little, note (5)

| 13 Stood up tall when dragged around the

end of the pier (7)

15 Masculine pieces (3)

17 Just a single right can be a knockout! (4)
18 Withdraw when about to get weary (6)

" 19 An Indian instrument is wrong for Jack

(5)

20 Romantic name for a village Green (6)
22 Punishment for being thin? (4)

24 Title held by Osiris (3)

25 It's reasonable for a soldier to go in a
pub (7)

26 Hundreds of drops of water will seep
away (5)

27 Blue blooded boy by another name (5)
28 Rosie’s willowy form (5)

29 Remove the ones we doubt? (4,3)

30 Piano for the finale? (5)

31 She gives thanks for any change (5)

DOWN

2 It has an eye for the tourists (6)

3 Hat taken off if too expensive (6)

4 Despite the soppy exterior, a person of
intelligence (3)

5 Figures in black and blue (5)

6 A god to swear by? (7)

7 I'm having a morning with a holy man
(4)

8 He may be on time for the match (6)
12 They aimed to spread the news (5)
13 Those grasping old Oriental secret
societies, one imagines (5)

14 River (a converted sewer?) (5)

15 Imitate an operatic character with a

tragic end (5)

16 Staircase feature unfamiliar to the
Spanish (5)

18 Light on artificial silk (5)

19 Spoke savagely when all tangled up (7)
21 Strictness in interpreting most of our
rights (6)

22 In a wild feast, one can be fun (6)

23 Nominally a man set up with a place (6)
25 She’s in Colindale (5)

26 Start after Elizabeth (but before the
French?) on TV (4)

28 Blooming well caught? (3)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
H Nagoya

The Indian men’s and
women’s teams on Monday
marched into the quarterfi-
nals of the Asian Games
squash competition with the
latter producing a gritty win
over Japan here.

Indian women, seeded
third, got past Japan 2-1
despite lead player Anahat
Singh losing to world number
six Satomi Watanabe in five
games. The 17th ranked
Anahat had beaten the world
number six Japanese in the
individual semifinals before
finishing with a historic silver.

Indian women, bronze
medallists in the previous
edition, had beaten China 3-
0 in their opening match.

Veteran Joshna Chinappa,
featuring in a record seventh
Asian Games, gave India a 1-
lead over Japan with a 11-1, 11-
8, 11-9 win over Erisa Sano.

Next up was Anahat
against Satomi for the second

time in three days. Satomi
was able to get the better of
the Indian this time, pulling
off a 11-8, 8-11, 7-11, 11-8, 11-9
win in a 43-minute battle. In
the decider, Tanvi Khanna
had to dig deep against Akari
Midorikawa for a 12-10, 11-9, 4-
11, 12-10 victory, sealing the
match for India and a place
in the quarterfinals. The
men’s team, which won the
gold in China, blanked South
Korea 3-0 to seal place in last
eight stage.

In the opening singles,
Velavan Senthilkumar defeat-
ed Jooyoung Na 11-6, 11-4, 11-
7 before singles silver medal-
list Abhay Singh had a com-
fortable 11-4, 11-7, 11-1 result
over Jeongmin Ryu. Veer
Chotrani outplayed Seojin
Oh 11-6, 11-4, 11-2 in inconse-
quential third singles.

Earlier on Monday, the
Indian men were barely trou-
bled as Suraj Chand, Chotrani
and Senthilkumar all regis-
tered comfortable wins to
seal tie in straight matches.

India’s sporting challenges remain
substantial, from infrastructure and
coaching to competition depth
and access.

But exceptional athletes can
have an influence far beyond their
own medals.

When a teenager watches Manu
Bhaker compete fearlessly on the
Olympic stage or sees Anahat
Singh recover from two games
down and three match points in an
Asian Games semifinal, the
message is not merely that these
athletes are talented. It is that the
stage itself is not something to fear.

The next generation of Indian
athletes is not necessarily walking
into international competition
asking whether India can win.
Increasingly, they are asking them-
selves whether they can win.

There is a subtle but profound
difference.

India’s Asian Games campaign
may not ultimately resemble the
historic success of2023. But sport-
ing progress cannot always be
measured only by the medal table.
Sometimes it can be seen in the
manner in which a young athlete
responds when the odds are
stacked against her.

Anahat Singh’s comeback is
therefore more than a memo-
rable squash match. Itis a glimpse
into a generation that does not
remember India’s sporting fail-
ures because, for them, those fail-
ures are history.

They have grown up in an India
that expects to compete.

And perhaps, increasingly, they
are growing into athletes who
expect to win.

The author is a sports management
consultant with over a decade of experience in
sports promotion and development. His work
across both the private and government
sectors gives him a well-rounded view of
India’s sports ecosystem

Shaili Singh'’s
mark wrongly
measured by
officials: AFI

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH M Nagoya

Claiming that the officials at the
ongoing Asian Games took a
“shorter” measurement of long
jumper Shaili Singh’s effort
which denied her a medal, the
Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) has decided to move the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) against their decision.

Shaili finished fourth with a
best jump of 6.42m in the
women’s long jump event on
Sunday, with compatriot Ancy
Sojan taking the silver with
6.53m. China’s Huang Yingying
took the gold with her final
attempt of 6.55m.

The bone of contention is
Shaili’s fourth attempt, which
officially measured 6.41m.
According Shaili’s mentor and
legendary long jumper Anju
Bobby George, the distance
was wrongly measured at the
behest of an official who was
not close to the landing pit.

“We saw her jump was
clearly ahead of the gold-
winning mark. Initially, the offi-
cial near the landing pit pointed
to Shaili’s leg mark for the mea-
surement.

“But later another official
who was standing far behind
came and pointed to a mark
which was far shorter from
board,” Anju said.

“They took the measurement
at the mark pointed by the
official who was standing far
behind. The measurement
should have been done on the
mark pointed by the official
nearest to the landing pit,” said
Anju, who won a long jump
bronze in the 2003 World
Championships.

Shaili herself lodged a protest
and videos of the jump were
shown at that time. (PTI)
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ILLNESS TO WELLNESS

EXPERTS STRESS EARLY DETECTION,

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES AND COMMUNITY
AWARENESS FOR HEART HEALTH

HEALTH LEADERS FLAG POLLUTION, STRESS AND CHANGING LIFESTYLES WHILE CALLING FOR STRONGER FOCUS ON PREVENTION AT ‘ILLNESS TO WELLNESS’ CONFERENCE

Mr. Anil Rajput,
Chairperson, Advisory Council,
lliness to Wellness Foundation

Ahead of World Heart Day 2026, the Illness to
Wellness Foundation organised a conference
in New Delhi under the theme “Healthy Heart
for a Healthy Life”, bringing together leading
cardiologists, healthcare experts and public
health voices to highlight the growing impor-
tance of prevention, early detection and
healthier everyday choices amid concerns
around stress, pollution and changing lifestyles.
The conference focused on building a stronger
culture of prevention through awareness,
healthy living, regular health checks, emer-
gency preparedness and greater community
participation.

(Padma Bhushan) Dr T.S. Kler, Chairman &
HOD, BLK-Max Heart & Vascular Institute
& Chairman, Pan Max - ¢

Electrophysiology, said, “Itis Ve
important to support the e,:\\N?ﬁs A
call for the Government of

India to establish struc- ,©

tured preventive cardio- %
vascular programmes %“

and strengthen health % 4
education and prevention |

so that awareness translates

into sustained action and reaches

people at the community level. This preventive
approach must also take into account the
broader environmental and lifestyle factors
influencing heart health, from air pollution,
noise pollution and stubble burning to rising
stress, changing work patterns and evolving
lifestyle habits.”

(Padma Bhushan) Dr. (Prof.) K. K. Talwar,
Chairman, PSRI Heart Institute, New Delhi,
stressed the importance of community pre-
paredness during cardiac emergencies, saying,
“Every minute is important. It is only the person
who is by the side that matters.” He called for
wider community CPR training to enable
people to provide immediate assistance while
medical help is arriving.

Dr. Talwar also underlined the importance
of preventive awareness and CPR skills, saying,
“Apart from the awareness, the preventive
steps, all of us probably should also have the
knowledge how to do a good quality CPR by
the side.”

(Padma Shri) Dr. Ganesh Kumar Mani,
Chairman, Cardiac Sciences, Cardiac Surgery
(CTVS), Max Smart Super Speciality Hospital,
Saket, Delhi, highlighted the importance of pre-
ventive cardiology and healthier everyday
habits, particularly the role of stress and
sedentary lifestyles. “Preventive cardiology has
taken a big centre stage, and we need to move
beyond looking at heart disease only when a
problem arises. The emphasis should be on pre-
vention, early action and making healthier
choices part of everyday life. Small, consistent
changes can play an important role in protect-
ing heart health over the long term,” he said.

In his address, Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairperson,
Advisory Council, Illness to Wellness

(Padma Bhushan) Dr T.S. Kler,
Chairman & HOD, BLK-Max Heart &
Vascular Institute & Chairman, Pan
Max - Electrophysiology
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L to R Dr. Vinayak Agarwal, Head, Clinical Cardiology, Fortis Hospital; Dr. Krishan Yadav, Senior Consultant, Cardiology, Yatharth Super Speciality Hospital; Dr. (Prof.)

(Padma Bhushan)
Dr. (Prof.) K. K. Talwar,
Chairman, PSRI Heart Institute

(Padma Shri) Dr. Ganesh Kumar Mani,
Chairman, Cardiac Sciences, Cardiac
Surgery (CTVS), Max Smart Super
Speciality Hospital, Saket,

Dr. Gautam Singal,
Member, FICCI Health Services
Committee & Senior Consultant and

Professor of Cardiology, Amrita
Institute of Medical Sciences &
Research Centre

Healthy Heart for a Healthy Life

PSS z

On the occasion of the

forthcoming
World Heart Day 2026

227 September 2026 | New Delhi

Sandeep Bansal, Vardhman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital,

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India; Dr. Vanita Arora, Clinical Lead, Cardiac Electrophysiology, Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals and Dr. Rahul Chandola, Senior Cardiothoracic and Heart Lung Transplant Surgeon, PSRI Hospital

World Heart Day 2026

Tuesday, 22 September 2026 | New Delhi

Ms. Ritika Samaddar, Regional Head, Department of Clinical Nutrition and Dietetics, Max Healthcare; Dr. Tanu Singh, Founder, Lifeyoga; Dr. Rajesh Kesari, Member, Advisory Council, lliness to Wellness Foundation; Dr. Jyoti Keswani, Director,
Central Council for Research in Yoga & Naturopathy (CCRYN) and Additional Charge, Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga, Ministry of Ayush, Government of India; Dr. Mohit Dayal Gupta, Director—Professor of Cardiology, GB Pant Hospital;
Ms. Seema Singh, Founder Director, Seema Singh’s Diet & Nutrition Clinic and Mr. Ajay Prakash Shrivastava, Chancellor, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi Ramayan Vishwavidyalaya, Ayodhya

Foundation, said “A healthy life is shaped by
the choices we make every day - what we eat,
how active we remain, how we manage stress
and whether we give ourselves enough time
to rest and recharge. Building a culture of pre-
vention is not just about responding to illness;
it is about making healthier choices a part of
everyday life. When individuals, families, com-
munities and institutions come together to pri-
oritise wellbeing, we can create a healthier and
more aware society.”

In his concluding remarks, Dr. Gautam
Singal, Member, FICCI Health Services
Committee & Senior Consultant and Professor
of Cardiology, Amrita Institute of Medical
Sciences & Research Centre, Faridabad, said,
“The challenge today is not the lack of knowl-
edge, itis putting that knowledge into action.

Prevention is a collection of small decisions
taken every day. We need to make prevention
a habit, not just an afterthought or a reaction.”

The conference featured two sessions
addressing complementary aspects of preven-
tive heart care. The first session, “Know Your
Numbers for Heart Care: BP, Blood Sugar & Lipid
Profile,” moderated by Dr. Vinayak Agarwal,
Head, Clinical Cardiology, Fortis Hospital;
brought together Dr. Krishan Yadav, Senior
Consultant, Cardiology, Yatharth Super
Speciality Hospital, Dr. (Prof.) Sandeep Bansal,
Vardhman Mahavir Medical College &
Safdarjung Hospital, Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, Government of India; Dr.
Rahul Chandola, Senior Cardiothoracic and
Heart Lung Transplant Surgeon, PSRI Hospital;
and Dr. Vanita Arora, Clinical Lead, Cardiac

Electrophysiology, Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals. The discussion focused on under-
standing cholesterol, triglycerides and other
indicators of cardiovascular risk, regularly
monitoring blood pressure, blood sugar and
lipid levels, early identification of abnormal
readings, timely intervention, lifestyle changes
and building a culture of regular health checks
and accessible screening across communities,
workplaces and institutions.

The second session, “Heart Care through
Holistic Wellness: Nutrition, Fitness, Ayurveda
& Meditation,” moderated by Dr. Rajesh Kesari,
Member, Advisory Council, lliness to Wellness
Foundation, featured Dr. Jyoti Keswani, Director,
Central Council for Research in Yoga &
Naturopathy (CCRYN) and Additional Charge,
Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga,

Ministry of Ayush, Government of India; Dr.
Mohit Dayal Gupta, Director-Professor of
Cardiology, GB Pant Hospital; Ms. Seema Singh,
Founder Director, Seema Singh’s Diet &
Nutrition Clinic; Dr. Tanu Singh, Founder,
Lifeyoga; Mr. Ajay Prakash Shrivastava,
Chancellor, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi Ramayan
Vishwavidyalaya, Ayodhya; and Ms. Ritika
Samaddar, Regional Head, Department of
Clinical Nutrition and Dietetics, Max Healthcare.
The session explored the role of balanced nutri-
tion, regular physical activity, healthy weight
management, Ayurveda, meditation and mind-
fulness, adequate sleep, emotional wellbeing
and healthy daily habits in supporting heart
health, while highlighting holistic heart-care
practices suited to an individual’s age, health
status and lifestyle.




