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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raipur

NMDC Limited has provided
four speed boats to the
Chhattisgarh government for
rescue, relief and emergency
operations in flood-affected
areas of Bastar division follow-
ing heavy rains in the
region.The boats were pro-
cured from Pune on priority
after the state government
sought emergency assistance
and were handed over to the
Bastar district administration
within 48 hours of receipt of
the request.
Each boat has a seating capac-
ity of around eight to 10 people
and has been provided in
accordance with safety
requirements for emergency
rescue operations. The initia-
tive is in addition to a rescue
boat already made available
by NMDC Steel Limited. The
company has also expedited
distribution of food and other
relief materials in affected
areas.All four boats were for-

mally handed over to Bastar
Collector Akash Chhikara at an
event at the Municipal
Panchayat Bhawan on
Thursday.Bastar MP Mahesh
Kashyap said relief materials
were being distributed in
affected areas with the coop-
eration of NMDC. He said an
additional requirement for
boats had emerged due to the
scale of the flooding and
thanked the NMDC manage-
ment for arranging the four
boats on priority.Kashyap also
said he was in discussions

with the district administration
regarding compensation for
flood-affected people.
Collector Chhikara said the
administration was working to
restore normal public life at
the earliest and that various
sections of society were
extending cooperation in the
relief efforts. He acknowledged
NMDC's assistance and said the
company had consistently
supported people in its oper-
ational areas.The boats will be
used in Nagarnar, Bhejapdar,
Karanpur, Upanpal and other

affected gram panchayats for
evacuation and rescue of
people, transportation of relief
material and other emergency
operations.
NMDC Director (Personnel)
Krishna Kumar Thakur said the
safety and welfare of people in
the company's operational
areas remained a priority. He
said the company immedi-
ately mobilised resources after
receiving the state's request
and would extend all possible
assistance to the district
administration during the

flood emergency.Executive
Director, Nagarnar Steel Plant,
Pramod Kumar and Executive
Director, Pellet Plant, K P Singh
were present at the pro-
gramme.The provision of the
boats is expected to strength-
en the district administration's
disaster-response capacity and
facilitate time-bound rescue,
evacuation and relief opera-
tions in flood-affected and
vulnerable areas. NMDC said it
would continue to coordinate
with the state government
and local administration and
provide necessary support
during emergencies to
strengthen the safety, welfare
and disaster resilience of local
communities.Local represen-
tatives and elected members,
including Janpad President
Padanam Nayak, Janpad
members Arjun Sethiya,
Seemanchal Das, Geeta Mishra,
Vedavati Kashyap and
Hameshwari Nag, and
sarpanches and former
sarpanches of affected areas,
also attended the programme.

NMDC rushes four speed boats to flood-hit Bastar
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A free cardiac health check-
up and consultation camp
was organised at VY Hospital,
Kamal Vihar, Raipur, on the
occasion of World Heart Day
2026, with more than 125
people undergoing exami-
nation by cardiologist Dr
Saurabh Chaturvedi.
Held under the theme
"Healthy Heart - Healthy Life",
the camp offered free cardiac
and basic health screening to
citizens, including uniformed
personnel.Six tests - com-
plete blood count (CBC), urine
routine microscopy, serum
creatinine, blood sugar, blood
pressure/pulse/SpO2 and ECG
- were provided free of charge
to beneficiaries.
The hospital also offered
special  discounts on
advanced cardiac investiga-
tions, including treadmill test

(TMT), echocardiography
(ECHO) and coronary angiog-
raphy (CAG).Dr Chaturvedi
also counselled participants
on preventive measures and
maintaining cardiovascular
health.
People from different com-
munities and sections of
society attended the camp
and appreciated the initiative.
Among those present were
Rajkumar Bafna, Komal Jain
and Kusum Bafna from the
Jain community; Shyam Das
Khurana from the Sindhi
community;  Ramu
Wadhwani and Bunty
Wadhwani from the
Dhamtari  Pujya Sindhi
Panchayat;  and Ashish
Khanna from the Punjabi
community. The hospital
management said it would
continue organising free
health camps and other
public-service initiatives in
the future.

VY Hospital conducts
free cardiac health camp
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NTPC Sipat organised a large-
scale cleanliness drive at
Nawadih Chowk Market,
Sipat in Chhattisgarh's
Bilaspur district, on Thursday
under the Swachhata
Pakhwada campaign, aimed
at cleaning and beautifying
public places and designated
cleanliness target units.
Project Head Vijay Shankar
Dubey participated in the
drive and called upon people
to contribute to the Swachh
Bharat initiative.
Held under the theme
"Swachhata Mein Sahabhag,
Swachh Bharat, Viksit Bharat",
the campaign focused on
improving cleanliness in sur-
rounding villages, lanes and
localities.
Addressing participants,
Dubey said maintaining a
clean society was the respon-
sibility of every citizen and
called for greater public par-
ticipation in achieving the
objectives of Swachh Bharat.
He also appreciated the
efforts of Safai Mitras and
expressed gratitude for their
contribution to maintaining
cleanliness. General Manager
(Maintenance) Lingam Venkat
Reddy, Head (Human

Resources) Bhakta Batsal
Patra, heads of various
departments, senior officials
and employees, besides rep-
resentatives of unions and
associations, participated in
the drive.
The Swachhata Hi Seva pro-
gramme is being observed
from September 17 to October
2, during which NTPC Sipat is
conducting a series of activ-
ities to promote awareness
about cleanliness and
encourage public participa-
tion. The activities include
competitions, Safai Mitra
Suraksha evam Samman
camps, Jan Bhagidari initia-
tives and "Swachhata Se
Samriddhi" programmes.
NTPC Sipat is also undertak-
ing innovative cleanliness
initiatives, including convert-
ing scrap materials into
useful products, sculptures
and handicrafts. Health
camps and consultations by
doctors are being organised
for Safai Mitras to promote
health awareness and recog-
nise their contribution.
Through these initiatives,
NTPC Sipat is seeking to
strengthen public participa-
tion in cleanliness efforts and
spread awareness about san-
itation and social responsibil-
ity in surrounding areas.

NTPC holds cleanliness drive 
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