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MUMBAI: Smit Machchhar. 
Unknown till a day ago, the 
flydubai pilot was the toast 
of the nation on Thursday 
for his courage in averting 
disaster by fighting off his 
co-pilot who was alleg-
edly attempting to crash 
the Dubai-Tel Aviv flight 
with 174 people on board. 
From special prayers in 
Varanasi and the Somnath 
temple in Gujarat to large 
crowds carrying the trico-
lour gathering outside his 
parents home in Mumbai, 
from President Droupadi 
Murmu and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to the 
everyday social media 
user, he was hailed as 
the epitome of heroism 
everywhere. Machchhar 
was grievously injured 
in a knife attack and is 
undergoing treatment at 
a hospital in Saudi Arabia. 
As drama unfolded in the 
skies on Wednesday, fly-
dubai flight FZ1073 trans-
mitted emergency signals 
and made a sharp descent 
of more than 17,000 feet 
before diverting to Prince 

Sultan Bin Abdel Aziz 
Airport in Saudi Arabia’s 
Tabuk city. Videos of the 
violent cockpit confronta-
tion in the Boeing 737 and 
a bloodied Machchhar did 
the rounds, propelling the 
Dubai-based pilot from 
Ghatkopar in Mumbai to a 
global sensation. Fulsome 
tributes came in from 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, US 
President Donald Trump, 
Prime Minister Modi and 
President Murmu who 
hailed him for his “selfless 
act”, “heroic courage”, 
and “presence of mind” 

of putting his life at risk to 
avert a bigger tragedy.

Union ministers, politi-
cal leaders and chief min-
isters across the spectrum 
praised his extraordinary 

bravery in saving the lives 
of so many. Given the fact 
that he lived a low profile 
life much like thousands 
of other pilots, there was 
little known about Mach-
chhar before Wednesday. 
As curiosity peaked, peo-
ple scoured social media 
platforms for the slightest 
bit of information about 
him. According to his 
LinkedIn profile, Mach-
chhar has been serving 
as a captain on Flydubai’s 
Boeing 737 fleet since June 
2022, before which he 
worked with SpiceJet for 
11 years.

It also claimed that he 
has 9,750 flying hours on 
the 737-800 and 737 MAX 
8 and 9.

Smit Machchhar 
becomes global hero
Machchhar grievously injured in knife attack, hospitalised in Saudi Arabia.

Monks perform special prayers for speedy recovery of Captain Smit 
Machchhar, in Varanasi.
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RAIPUR: Chhattisgar-
h-based author Shiv 
Gwalani and his wife 
Kavita Gwalani, former 
councillor and member of 
the Appeal Committee of 
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration, recently undertook 
a literary and cultural visit 
to the United Arab Emir-
ates from September 22 

to 30. During their visit to 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Shar-
jah and Ajman, the couple 
presented Shiv Gwalani’s 
books Dastanen Kashmir 
and Master of Nothing WD 
to prominent personalities. 
Written in English, Das-
tanen Kashmir is based on 
real-life events and conveys 
a message of peace, friend-
ship, love and harmony 
while highlighting the cul-

tural heritage of Kashmir. 
Master of Nothing WD is 
written in Hindi.

Gwalani couple takes 
message of peace to UAE


