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Amit Shah postpones Telangana 
visit, KLIS contractor the reason?
Bandi Sanjay and BJP chief spokesperson attribute the deferment to ‘unavoidable reasons’

I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

THE visit of  Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah Telangana, 
scheduled for Saturday evening, 
was postponed at the last 
minute, with Minister of  State 
for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar and BJP chief  spokes-
person NV Subhash attributing 
this to “unavoidable reasons”.

The sudden change in sched-
ule, however, has set off  specu-
lation in political circles in Te-
langana, particularly over 
Shah’s proposed appearance at 
the silver jubilee celebrations 
of  a private medical college in 

Karimnagar. The college is 
owned by a prominent contrac-
tor who has undertaken works 
relating to components of  the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Scheme and who has also fig-
ured in allegations made by 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy in the Assembly over land 
transactions.

It is this coincidence of  tim-
ing and circumstances that has 
led to questions within politi-
cal circles over whether the 
BJP wanted to avoid getting 
drawn into a controversy sur-
rounding the college owner.

Revanth had alleged in the 
Assembly that the contractor, 

whom he described as a benami 
of  former chief  minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, had ob-
tained government land at 
Vattinagulapally in his own 
name and in the name of  his 
company. 

He had also alleged that 

Bhoodan lands had been as-
signed to him despite being cov-
ered by the prohibited category 
under Section 22-A.

The Telangana government 
has already ordered inquiries 
into alleged irregularities in 
the Kaleshwaram Scheme. 

It subsequently issued orders 
for a CBI probe and withdrew 
its earlier general consent for 
investigations. 

It is against this backdrop 
that questions are being asked 
about why the Minister should 
appear at a function connected 
to a businessman who has fig-
ured in allegations by the state 
government. 

DIVINE GRACE
An artist gives the finishing touches to an idol of Goddess Durga ahead of Navaratri  celebrations in Hyderabad |  VINAY MADAPU

Veteran filmmaker Singeetham 
Srinivasa Rao passes away at 94
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

JUST months after the release of  
the film he directed at the age of  94, 
veteran filmmaker Singeetham 
Srinivasa Rao passed away at a pri-
vate hospital in Chennai on Satur-
day night. Singeetham had directed 
61 films across several languages in 
a career spanning more than five 
decades, remaining committed to 
experimentation until the end. 

Sing Geetham, released on June 
12, was based on an idea he had nur-
tured for nearly four decades and 
was completed in 77 shooting days. 
He attended the film’s pre-release 
event in Chennai, where actor 
Kamal Haasan was the chief  guest. 
The appearance brought together 

two collaborators whose associa-
tion produced some of  the most dis-
tinctive films of  their careers.

Their association began with the 
Telugu film Sommokadidhi Sokoka-
didhi (1979), starring Kamal Haas-
an in a dual role. They went 
on to make Pushpaka Vi-
mana (1987), a dialogue-free 
black comedy that relied on 
visual storytelling and 
physical comedy. The film 
won the National Film 
Award for Best Popular 
Film Providing Wholesome Enter-
tainment as a Kannada entry.

The partnership continued with 
Apoorva Sagodharargal (1989), re-
leased in Telugu as Vichitra So-
darulu, in which Kamal Haasan 

played three roles. It was followed 
by Michael Madana Kama Rajan 
(1990), in which he played four 
characters.

The two later worked together on 
Magalir Mattum (1994), Kaathala 

Kaathala (1998) and Mum-
bai Xpress (2005). The lat-
ter was made simultane-
ously in Tamil and Hindi. 
Singeetham’s work in Tel-
ugu cinema was equally 
varied. Mayuri (1985), 
based on the life of  dancer 

Sudha Chandran, became one of  
his notable films. 

Chandran played a version of  
herself, and the film won him the 
Nandi Awards for Best Director 
and Best Screenplay Writer.

THREE MORE ARMY MEN AMONG 7 HELD IN BOLLARUM ARMS THEFT CASE
C H I T H A L U R I  R E V A N T H 
@ Hyderabad

BOLLARUM police of  the Mal-
kajgiri commissionerate have 
arrested seven more persons, 
including three serving Army 

personnel, in connection with 
the theft of  firearms and am-
munition from the 20 Battalion, 
Madras Regiment, taking the 
total number of  arrests in case 
to eight.

The three serving personnel 

were identified as Konduri 
Sheshulu, a sepoy; Vinod Ku-
mar, a naik; and Kucharakanti 
Praveen, a havildar. The other 
accused are Avi Dey alias Obi 
and Birbal Shaw, both from 
West Bengal, and Upputholla 

Mallikarjun and Chemmakar 
Niranjan, friends of  prime ac-
cused Upputholla Mallesh.

Mallesh, 37, a former havil-
dar of  the 20 Battalion, was ar-
rested on September 11. Police 
said he stole four AK-203 rifles, 

an INSAS rifle, seven pistols, 
three binoculars and 1,912 
rounds of  ammunition from 
the Kote and Magazine rooms 
on August 30 and 31. 

The weapons and ammuni-
tion were later recovered from 

his father’s house in Achampet. 
Malkajgiri Commissioner of  
Police B Sumathi said Mallesh 
initially planned to use the 
weapons for robberies target-
ing banks, jewellery shops and 
wealthy persons.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Pallava-era Moothadevi, Chola-period 
Vinayagar sculptures found in TN 

Villupuram: A sculpture of Goddess Moothadevi, 
purportedly dating back to the Pallava era, and a Vinayagar 

sculpture, believed to be from the Chola period, have been 
found by a team of history enthusiasts during a field study 

on the banks of a pond near Koralur Irular settlement, close 
to Kanjanur in Villupuram district on Thursday

Couple arrested for cheating trading  
firm of `18.53 lakh in Kerala
Kochi: The Mulavukad police have registered a case against 
a former general manager of a commodity trading firm and 
his wife for allegedly cheating the company of `18.53 lakh 
by preparing fake purchase orders. The FIR was registered 
on Saturday following a complaint filed before Ernakulam 
Judicial First Class Magistrate Court-I by Vibin Das

Dissolve State 
Assemblies 
elected after 
2023: Kharge
R A M A K R I S H N A  B A D S E S H I 
@Kalaburagi

AICC president and opposition 
leader in the Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge here on Satur-
day demanded the dissolution 
of  State Assemblies that were 
elected after 2023 and those that 
are facing allegations of  mal-
practice during the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of  voters 
list. 

His demand followed revela-
tions about Election Commis-
sioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi lodging their 
dissent 14 times in 11 months 

on the deci-
sions taken by 
Chief  Election 
Commissioner 
G y a n e s h 
Kumar.

Kharge told 
the media that 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah too should resign as they 
have made Gyanesh Kumar to 
listen and act as per their (Modi 
and Shah) command. 

The two have provided legal 
immunity to Gyanesh by pass-
ing a bill in Parliament in De-
cember 2023, even as Opposi-
tion parties walked out, he 
alleged.

Also, the NDA government 
has kept the Chief  Justice of  
India out of  the collegium that 
selects the chief  election com-
missioner and election com-
missioners, he said. 

Chivvemla police have arrested a teacher and his 
wife for allegedly duping people in Telangana         
of over `3 crore through unauthorised chit           
funds, and high-return investment schemes
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IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


