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Fire, smoke erupt at 
Saudi oil giant Aramco
Circumstances remain unclear but recently Aramco, 
majority-owned by Saudi, is under attack from Houthis

RIYADH

Flames and smoke were seen rising from 
a facility belonging to Saudi oil giant 
Aramco south of  the kingdom’s capital 
Riyadh on Saturday, an AFP journalist 
said. 

The circumstances remained unclear 
but in recent weeks Aramco, majority-
owned by the Saudi state, has come un-
der attack from the Houthi group target-
ing the kingdom as part of  the war in 
Yemen where Riyadh is backing the in-
ternationally recognised government.

The journalist reported seeing fire en-
gines attempting to extinguish a blaze at 
the energy giant’s Riyadh refinery, locat-
ed south of  the capital, while ambulances 
and police vehicles were stationed near 
the facility.

Both the Houthis and Saudi 
authorities had yet to comment 
on the incident.

Aramco remains the flagship 
company of  the Saudi economy 
and one of  the largest firms in 
the world by market capitalisation. Last 
month, the Houthis said that they 
launched strikes targeting “sensitive 
sites” in Riyadh and Aramco facilities in 
the kingdom’s port city of  Yanbu. 

In August they also targeted an airport 
and a facility belonging to Aramco in Sau-
di Arabia’s southern Najran region. In 
July the Houthis announced a maritime 
blockade of  Saudi Arabia, hitting Saudi 
tankers in the Red Sea and raising ques-
tions about Riyadh’s continued ability to 

deliver vast quantities of  crude to inter-
national markets. Yemen, one of  the 
world’s poorest nations, has been em-
broiled in more than a decade of  civil war. 
On Saturday loud explosions were heard 
in the Yemeni capital of  Sanaa, AFP cor-

respondents in the city said, 
while the Houthis reported air-
strikes in the area by Saudi-
backed government forces.

325 million barrels of oil 
released so far

The International Energy Agency said 
on Saturday that member countries had 
so far released 325 million barrels of  oil 
and oil-derivative products from strate-
gic reserves, from 400 million barrels 
promised in March. 

The update came a day after G7 coun-
tries, in coordination with the IEA, agreed 
to immediately release 100 million bar-
rels of  diesel and crude oil to ease global 
energy supply concerns caused by fallout 
from the US-Iran war.  AFP

HOUTHIS ACCUSE SAUDI 
ARABIA OF SANAA STRIKES
SANAA: Houthis accused Saudi Arabia of 
launching 26 strikes on Sanaa on Saturday, 
with AFP correspondents reporting 
explosions and missile fire. The group’s 
Al-Masirah channel said Saudi aircraft 
carried out the strikes, without giving details. 
Houthis also reported strikes on 
telecommunications facilities in Saada, a 
stronghold of the group.

First Israeli repatriation 
flight lands at Tel Aviv
TEL AVIV

THE first Israeli flight carrying Israelis home 
from the United Arab Emirates after services 
were suspended following the Flydubai attack 
landed in Tel Aviv early on Saturday, according to 
Israel’s airport authority website. The arrival, 
which Israeli media called a repatriation flight, 
came after Wednesday’s drama aboard a Dubai-
Tel Aviv route that officials say avoided mishap.

During the Flydubai incident, the jet’s Indian cap-
tain was assaulted by his co-pilot but he managed 
to open the cockpit door, allowing passengers and 
crew to overpower the attacker and force an emer-
gency landing in Saudi Arabia. Authorities in the 
UAE are investigating the attack and have yet to de-
termine the assailant’s motive, although Israeli and 
US leaders suggested links to Iran. AFP
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