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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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32
confirmed dead after military 
plane crashes in Nigeria's Tinubu

11 MADURAI

Strong Bolsonaro 
showing sets up 
tight Brazil runoff
Neither Lula or Bolsonaro secured a majority 
needed for an outright win in 1st-round vote

BRASILIA

Sen Flavio Bolsonaro, an ally 
of  President Donald Trump, 
has pulled off  a surprisingly 
strong showing in Brazil’s first 
round of  presidential elec-
tions, giving him momentum 
in the weeks before an October 
25 runoff  against incumbent 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva.

Bolsonaro, the 45-year-old 
son of  former President Jair 
Bolsonaro, has allied himself  
with the Trump administra-
tion at a moment when Trump 
allies are taking power in Lat-
in America, while Lula has 
spoken out against U.S. inter-
ference in the Brazilian elec-
tions and built a stronger rela-
tionship with Beijing. In a 
tight race on Sunday, Bol-
sonaro garnered 47% of  the 
vote to the populist leftist pres-
ident’s 45%. Since neither can-
didate secured an absolute ma-
jority, they will face off  again 
in three weeks. 

Preparing for a tight race
The 80-year-old Lula will face 
an uphill battle to win the pres-

idency for the fourth noncon-
secutive term, analysts say.

Edinho Silva, the chairman 
of  Lula’s Workers’ Party, told 
journalists in Sao Paulo that 
the president will meet with 
campaign managers in Bra-
silia seeking to refine his mes-
sage delivery, evaluate region-
al  tur nout  f igures,  and 
re-allocate resources to key 
battleground states ahead of  
the second round. 

TV debates, skipped by both 
in the first round, will also be 
key, he said. 

“Now it is mano a mano. We 
will show Brazilians that Fla-
vio Bolsonaro is dangerous 
and will not run this country 
in a way they will see their 
lives improve,” Silva said.   
 AP

Flavio Bolsonaro and Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva during election campaign |  AP

Switching on the brain, one neuron at a time
STOCKHOLM

THE Nobel Prize in medicine was 
awarded on Monday to three scien-
tists whose work led to a tool that 
uses light to help unravel how the 
brain works.

Dr Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegem-
ann and Georg Nagel carried out re-
search that opened a new field with 
the wonky name optogenetics, com-
bining light with genes to switch on 
and off  neurons in living brains. Sep-
arate research from the trio — one of  
whom lives in the US and two in Ger-
many — resulted in a technique that 

helps to identify neural pathways re-
sponsible for behaviour and disease. 
It could lead to treatments, such as 
restoring some vision in people with 
a genetic form of  blindness. Experts 
said the advancements greatly ex-
panded the understanding of  how the 
brain is organised. “It has let us go 
from a ‘Rand McNally’ road atlas of  
the brain to something more akin to 
‘Google Earth,’” neuroscientist 
Patrick Forcelli of  Georgetown Uni-
versity said in an email. Deisseroth, 
54, is a Howard Hughes Medical Insti-
tute investigator and Stanford Univer-
sity professor in California. Hegem-

ann, 71, is at Humboldt University in 
Berlin, and Nagel, 73, most recently 
worked at the University of  Würzburg, 
also in Germany, the assembly said. 
The breakthrough began when Hege-
mann explored how a single-cell type 
of  green algae can swim toward light. 
He and Nagel discovered a particular 
protein that, when illuminated by blue 
light, opens a channel to create an elec-
trical impulse. Putting that protein 
into other cells makes them light-sen-
sitive. Deisseroth told AP that brain 
cells use electrical signals to commu-
nicate with each other, but normally 
they don’t respond to light.  AP

SAUDI-BACKED YEMENI FORCES 
LAUNCH HOUTHI OFFENSIVE

ADEN/ RIYADH

FORCES of  Yemen’s interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ment began a major offensive 
on Monday against the Irani-
an-backed Houthi rebels on 
the country’s Red Sea coast, 
under an intensified air cam-
paign by the Saudi-led coali-
tion. The offensive came just 
after the rebels said they had 
captured more territory in 
the southwestern part of  
Yemen, taking a key town in 
a blow to the Saudi-backed 
forces as they advanced to-
ward a strategic provincial 
capital in the region.

The Saudi-led coalition 
spokesman, Major General 
Turki al-Malki, said 100 fight-
er jets were providing sup-
port to the forces of  Yemen’s 
internationally recognized 
government fighting against 
the Houthis. He said the coa-
lition has secured “air protec-
tion” of  the strategic Bab el-
Mandeb Strait and destroyed 
hundreds of  Houthi targets 
as part of  the ongoing cam-
paign. The campaign and its 
details could not be immedi-
ately independently verified.

Secretary of  State Marco 
Rubio told reporters that it 
was expected that the Saudi-
backed government in Yemen 
would hit back at the rebels to 
reclaim territory. Asked if  
the Saudi-led coalition coor-
dinated the action with the 

United States, Rubio said that 
Saudi Arabia and the US have 
a defense agreement but 
wouldn’t offer more details.

He said the Yemeni govern-
ment was ousted from some 
of  its territory by a Houthi 
campaign and the Saudis 
have come under attack, and 

“they have a right to defend 
themselves.” The US has pro-
vided support to Saudi Ara-
bia in its ongoing campaign 
against the Houthis, accord-
ing to a regional official and 
a US official. This US support 
included intelligence shar-
ing, target identification and 
planning for the offensive, 
said the officials who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 
because they weren’t author-
ised to speak to reporters.

East-West oil pipeline halted
Saudi Arabia’s East-West oil 
pipeline halted after a fresh 
attack damaged a pumping 
station east of  Riyadh, an en-
ergy source told AFP.  Houthi 
rebels claimed responsibili-
ty, disrupting a key oil ex-
port route amid the wider 
West Asia conflict. AFP

A Yemeni man inspects melted foam inside a 
factory after a strike that Houthi authorities-run 
media attributed to Saudi Arabia, in the Shamlan 
neighbourhood of Yemen’s capital Sanaa |  AFP

MADRID

Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez announced 
early general elections on 
Monday, aiming to seize mo-
mentum from housing pro-
tests that have roiled the 
country and frame the vote 
around affordability issues. 
The election is scheduled for 
November 29, and will come 
roughly eight months earlier 
than originally planned.

 In recent weeks, Spaniards 
have demanded solutions 
from the government over the 
country’s entrenched housing 
crisis, holding protests in cit-
ies across the country after 
public outrage grew over the 
widely publicised eviction of  
an 87-year-old woman in  
Madrid last month.

 Sanchez’s government suf-
fered a bruising legislative de-
feat last week after right-wing 
opposition parties voted 
against two emergency decrees 
introduced by his government 
that included measures to re-
duce evictions and real  
estate speculation.

 The setback sparked wide 
speculation that Sanchez 
would move up a national elec-
tion that would have otherwise 
taken place next year - and use 
the momentum against his 
right-wing opponents. AP

Spain’s PM 
calls early polls 
amid housing 
protests

MELBOURNE

PROBE agencies in Australia 
and New Zealand are investi-
gating the Omani pilot, who al-
legedly attempted to take con-
trol of  the Israel-bound plane.

The Australian police said on 
Monday that said a joint coun-
terterrorism team, including 
federal and state police and 
Australia’s domestic intelli-
gence agency, “is investigating 
the man’s links to Australia.”

New Zealand’s police agency 
also said the co-pilot had spent 
time in New Zealand and that 
the authorities would investi-
gate. News media have report-
ed he was granted an Austral-
ian student visa in 2014 and 
arrived in Australia to start a 
university course in 2015. He 
left Australia in 2017, and his 
visa was cancelled in 2019 after 
authorities confirmed he was 
no longer enrolled in the course, 
media reported.

The pilot is in custody in the 
United Arab Emirates.  Aus-
tralian police has said that 
counterterrorism investigators
were looking into the attacker’s 
possible connections to Aus-
tralia, where media have re-
ported he went on a student 
visa to study at university 
about a decade ago.  Agencies

New Zealand, 
Australia probe 
Omani pilot’s 
activities 

FLYDUBAI ATTACK

Took out half of 
Russia’s refining 
capacity: Ukraine 
KYIV

UKRAINE said that its long-
range strikes have neutralised 
more than half  of  Russia’s oil re-
fining capacity, hampering Mos-
cow’s ability to supply its forces 
during its four-and-a-half-year-
old invasion. The Defence Minis-
try said Sunday that recent 
strikes on refineries in cities in-
cluding Moscow, Yaroslavl, Ust-
Luga, Perm, Saratov and Syzran 
had put 51 per cent of  Russia’s oil 
refining capacity out of  action. 
The claim could not be independ-
ently verified.

Russia attacks ship carrying 
Indian, Azerbaijani nationals 
At least one person was killed 
while 11 others were rescued af-
ter a Russian drone strike caused 
a fire on a Turkish-owned civil-
ian cargo vessel in the Black Sea 
carrying Indian and Azerbaijani 
citizens, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. “A 
horrific strike by two Russian 
drones on a civilian vessel in 
neutral waters carrying corn 
and owned by Turkiye,” he said.

Makkah alliance holds 
high-level meeting 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and Turkiye will hold a 

high-level meeting in Riyadh on 
Monday to discuss regional 

developments and cooperation 
under their Makkah defence 
pact. Pakistan’s delegation 

includes Deputy Prime Minister 
Ishaq Dar, Defence Minister 

Khawaja Asif and army chief 
Field Marshal Asim Munir. The 
meeting comes amid Houthi 

attacks and regional tensions.


