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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

HEALTH Minister UT Khader on Thursday inaugurated 
four blood collection and transportation vehicles to 
strengthen the four government blood centres established 
under the Regional Centres of  Excellence (RCOE) and 
ensure timely availability of  adequate, safe and quality 
blood across the state.

The RCOE programme was announced in the 2019–20 
Budget and was subsequently approved by the state Cabi-
net. A grant of  Rs 2,043.87 lakh was provided for the ini-
tiative. The four blood centres were accorded administra-
tive approval for development as RCOEs – Victoria 
Hospital, Bengaluru; VIMS, Ballari; Wenlock District 
Hospital, Mangaluru; and KIMS, Hubballi.

Through these centres, blood and blood components 
will be supplied to district and taluk hospitals, commu-
nity health centres, blood storage units 
and other hospitals in need of  blood in 
their respective regions. The system is 
aimed at reducing regional disparities in 
blood availability by facilitating trans-
portation from areas with surplus sup-
plies to those facing shortages.

The centres hold importance for pa-
tients suffering from thalassemia, sickle 
cell disease and anaemia, who require 
regular access to safe blood. They will also support in 
cases of  emergencies during childbirth, road accidents 
and other medical emergencies. The initiative is expected 
to contribute to reducing maternal and infant mortality 
and saving the lives of  accident victims. The government 
is also focusing on optimal utilisation of  100% of  collected 
blood and its components, reduction of  wastage, scientific 
separation and safe storage of  blood components.

Technology forms an important part of  the RCOE sys-
tem, with operations being computerised and paperless 
functioning encouraged. The personnel at the blood cen-
tres and storage units are provided training in safe blood 
collection, storage, handling and supply. The government 
and Karnataka State Blood Transfusion Council have ap-
pealed to the public to participate in voluntary blood do-
nation, stressing that blood cannot be manufactured and 
that voluntary  donation is essential to saving lives.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @              B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka Examinations Authority stated on 
Thursday that it has taken necessary precautions for 
the written examinations for the posts of  Surveyor 
and Village Administrative Officer (VAO), belonging 
to the residual parent cadre, on October 2 and 4, re-
spectively. The examination for the Surveyor post will 
be contested by 92,701 candidates, while 4,11,656 can-
didates have applied for the VAO post.

“The examination for the Surveyor post will be held 
at 225 centres, and the VAO examination at 505 centres. 
In addition to camera surveillance, other stringent 
measures have been implemented to prevent malprac-
tice,” said KEA executive director H Prasanna.

At the district level, deputy commissioners and police 
superintendents will oversee the examinations. A com-
mand centre at the KEA headquarters will monitor pro-
ceedings through webcasting. “Arrangements have been 
made in Bengaluru, Kalaburagi, Raichur, Dharwad, Bal-
lari, Vijayapura, Davanagere and Mysuru to scan OMR 
sheets and upload them to the website immediately after 
the examinations,” Prasanna added.
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ENERGY DEPT TO REASSESS 
RESOURCE ADEQUACY PLAN

After a surge to 329MU in Sept, state’s daily power demand drops by 30MU
B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE demand for power in the 
state has now come down by 
around 30 million units (MU) 
per day after recording a steep 
increase in early September.

However, the constant fluc-
tuations in demand and supply 
this year, particularly in Sep-
tember, has forced the energy 
department to reassess its re-
source adequacy plan (RAP).

Officials from the depart-
ment said with the demand for 
power rising and the tar-
get to increase genera-
tion to 69 gigawatt in 
the next 10 years, the 
focus will be on attract-
ing private firms not 
only to set up plants, but 
also sell power.

“Contractual agreements are 
being re-worked to purchase 
power from other states and 
from private firms. The govern-
ment is looking at purchasing 
power from multiple sources, 
including thermal, nuclear and 
hydro. It is looking at a public 
private partnership (PPP) mod-
el where private players will 
sell power at the rates fixed by 
Karnataka Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (KERC). The 
private firms will procure land 
and generate power, the gov-

ernment will purchase power 
as and when required. They 
can also sell power in the open 
market. This is one of  the plans 
for the next 10 years apart from 
increasing solar and wind pow-
er generation. The state’s capi-
tal investment will be less,” the 
officials said.

According to data, there is a 
4-5% year-on-year rise in de-
mand for power from urban ar-
eas and the industrial sector. 
The demand from irrigation 
pumpsets (IP sets) fluctuates.

The officials admitted 
that the maximum de-
mand is from IP sets, 
where power has to be 
provided continuously 
for seven hours, besides 

extending subsidies.
“While the load from the 

farm sector is little under con-
trol at the moment because of  
rains in the last couple of  days, 
the evening peak demand for 
power in the state has been 
around 12,000MW. Usually, the 
demand is less in September. 
But this year, it was between 
310 and 330MU. Last September, 
the peak demand was 220-
240MU. On September 30, 2026, 
the peak demand was 298MU. 
On September 29, it was 313MU 
and on September 28, it was 
329MU,” the officials said.

K’taka working towards 
strengthening power 
security strategy: Min

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

KARNATAKA is working towards strength-
ening its long-term power security strategy 
by expanding its Battery Energy Storage 
Systems (BESS), accelerating solarisation of  
agricultural feeders under KUSUM-C, and 
implementing the Chief  Minister’s Solar Ag-
riculture Scheme, Energy Minister KJ 
George said on Thursday.

The minister said the department has a 
multi-pronged approach to boost power avail-
ability, while increasing the contribution of  
renewable energy sources. “Steps to build 
energy-storage capacity as an important com-
ponent of  its long-term power-security strat-
egy are being taken. The BESS will provide 
greater flexibility in managing peak demand 
and integrating renewable energy into the 
grid. The BESS projects are being implement-
ed through KPTCL and KREDL,” he said.

Officials of  the department said under the 
KPTCL programme, projects to generate 500 
MW/1,000 MWh are at various stages of  im-
plementation. Also, KREDL is pursuing a 
250-MW solar project with 1,100 MWh of  
BESS at Pavagada Solar Park. Another 900 
MWh BESS project comprising 250 MW/500 
MWh at Kushtagi and 200 MW/400 MWh at 
Huliyurdurga will be taken up.

4 vehicles launched 
to strengthen blood 
supply network

KEA tightens security for 
surveyor, VAO exams

Contractual workers protest in front of MRPL a day after the refinery fire in Mangaluru on Thursday

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  M a n g a l u r u

MANGALORE Refinery and Petrochemi-
cals Ltd (MRPL) on Thursday announced a 
financial assistance package of  around Rs 
1.2 crore for the family of  contract worker 
Manish Karkada, who was killed in the fire 
that broke out at the refinery’s Coker Hy-
drotreater Unit (CHTU) on Wednesday. The 
management also expressed grief  over the 
death of  Karkada and extended its condo-
lences to his family.

While stating that no financial assist-
ance could compensate for the loss of  a pre-
cious life, the MRPL said it decided to pro-
vide Rs 90 lakh as financial support to the 
bereaved family. In addition, the family 
would receive about Rs 10 lakh under the 
Group Term Life Insurance (GTLI) scheme 
and Rs 20 lakh under the Workmen Com-

pensation Policy (WCP), taking the total 
financial assistance and insurance benefits 
to approximately Rs 1.20 crore.

The MRPL said it was working on ex-
tending Mediclaim insurance coverage 
for the secondary workforce, including 
contract workers. The plan would be final-
ised within four weeks after consultations 
with Dakshina Kannada MP Capt Brijesh 
Chowta and the Deputy Commissioner.

Earlier in the day, hundreds of  contrac-
tual workers boycotted work and staged a 
protest in front of  the MRPL, demanding  
Rs 1 crore as compensation, permanent 
employment for a member of  the de-
ceased’s family and medical insurance for 
workers who are not covered under the 
Employees’ State Insurance (ESI) scheme. 
Moodbidri MLA Umanatha Kotian was 
present at the protest site.

MRPL announces `1.2 cr for 
family of worker killed in fire

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka Tourism De-
partment, Karnataka State 
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration (KSTDC) and Jungle 
Lodges and Resorts (JLR) will 
sponsor Karnataka’s men’s, 
women’s cricket teams and var-
ious age-group state cricket 
teams, said Energy and Tour-
ism  Minister KJ George on 
Thursday. 

Speaking on the sidelines of  
the sponsorship and jersey un-
veiling event organised by Kar-
nataka State Cricket Associa-
tion (KSCA), George said 
partnerships would be taken 
up under the Active Karnataka 
initiative, which is aimed at 
creating a connection between 
sports and tourism.

George said, the objective is 
to promote tourism through 
sports and create new opportu-
nities. “When Karnataka teams 
play across the country, the 
state’s name reaches millions 
of  people. We want to use the 
platform to showcase Karnata-
ka’s tourist destinations, cul-
ture and unique experiences,” 
the minister said.

Tourism dept, 
KSTDC, JLR to 
sponsor cricket 
teams: George

E X P R E S S  R E A D
K’taka leads in teams at 
women-only ideathon
BENGALURU: The Maharani 
Lakshmi Ammanni College for 
Women, in collaboration with 
the Dayanand Sagar 
Entrepreneurship, Research and 
Business Incubation 
Foundation, will host a national 
ideathon on October 8 and 9. 
The event is being organised for 
women entrepreneurs across 
India to pitch their ideas to an 
expert jury. Out of the 62 teams 
shortlisted from across the 
country, 42 are from Karnataka.
The 24-hour ideathon – called 
m-YUKTI – received more than 
200 applications from 11 states 
across the country. A total of 98 
teams from Karnataka had 
applied, out of whom 42 were 
selected. Each selected team 
will present their ideas under 
one of three themes – safety 
and empowerment of women 
and children, climate 
sustainability and inclusive 
technology. ENS

At a time when the NICE issue is being 
discussed extensively in public and 
politically, they (state govt) have brought 
up SIR to divert attention from it

HD Kumaraswamy, 
Union Minister


